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VHEN a man has thmst himself, or allowed himself to 
be thrust, into the field of Authorship, the right of 
apology seems often to be denied to him. His apologies 
are not likely to be received with favor, even if they are 
credited at all. And, still, there are some instances where 
they may be credited, if the reader will pause long enough 
to read them. The present, the writer believes, is one of 
these instances. The writer of this book is not a profes- 
sional author ; this is his first, and, probably, his only 
attempt. He writes not for profit, or for fame. His task 
was not Bdf impoied, but submitted to, and that after long 
entreaty by friends he both loves and honors« And, 
again, during the greater portion of the time that his 
work has been in preparation, he has had other duties to 
perform ; and the hours employed in this labor have been 
saved from the cares of life and from the intervals of the 
occupations of his calling. 

In the performance of his duty, the author has had in 
view throughout, to do justice, if possible, to the subject 
of this memoir. The verdict of criticism has been absent 
from his thoughts, save, perhaps, as that verdict might 
affect the proper estimation of the departed object of his 
love and reverence. But now that the work is finished, 
and he is about to send his little book out upon the sea, 
he is anxious that it may have clear skies and pleasant 

breezes. 
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4 PREFACE. 

There were two ideas suggested by the life of Samuel 
Lewis, that the author has endeavored to preserve in pronj- 
inence in his work. The firsts that he was, in the true 
and complete sense of the word, a self -made man. With 
no advantages of wealth, education, or friends, save such 
as he won by his own efforts, he secured fcr himself what- 
ever of each he ever possessed. If the author has been 
able to show this to the youth of Ohio, so that even one 
of that number shall be led to imitate his example and 
accomplish as large results, his task has been, in this 
part, successful. 

The second^ that he was, in as true and complete sense 
of the word, a Christxast PHiLAifTHBansT. From his 
early youth to the day of his death, he was ever dis- 
tinguished by his fidelity to his religious convictions. 
In every act of his life he fully lived up to that bold decla- 
ration of the apostle, '' I am not ashamed of the Gospel 
of Ohiist." He never feared to acknowledge his in- 
debtedness to that Gospel, but in every cause he ever 
advocated vindicated his course by an appeal to the Chris- 
tianity he loved. If the author has been successful in his 
attempt to present to the reader an example of a man who 
demonstrated the possibility of a Christian poUticicm, and 
who could exclaim with truth '^fdhil humanum a me 
alienum piUo,** he will have accomplished the remainder 
of his task. 

To declare that Mr. Lewis made no mistakes or errors 
would be to declare that he was not human. ^' Humanum 
est errarey Whatever these mistakes and errors were, 
he was himself " God's noblest work — an honest man." 
In the representation of his character, the sympathy and 
natural affection of the writer, which no stranger could be 
expected to feel, has, doubtless, not been without its in- 
fluence. He has been permitted to scan beauties in the 
character of his subject which are invisible to the rest 
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of the world, aad ' to discover traits which might be 
differently or indifferently regarded by others. One thing 
the anther may safely say, that a child's acquaintance 
(acknowledged to be the most intimate) with his parent 
for nearly thirty years, never revealed a single trait of 
character or disposition that he would have wished dif- 
ferent. And, probably this very fact has not been without 
its effect in the preparation of his book. And strangers 
may think strangely of the absence of all criticism of the 
man whose life is here portrayed. Let those criticise who 
will ; the author has none to offer. A devoted filial piety, 
an absorbing family affection, an unshrinking advocacy 
of the truths of the Word of God and the sublime doc- 
trines of our holy Christianity, an ardent love of hu- 
manity, and an unyielding integrity of public and private 
life, made him what he was, and strengthened and di- 
rected him in the accomplishment of his noble endeavors. 

The author has aimed to present these in fairness and 
candor. He had intended to furnish a more complete 
history of the antislavery movements in Ohio, as well as 
of education. But he found that his limits would be 
reached without this, and he was compelled to restrict 
what he had already prepared, to the relations his subject 
sustained to this cause. The result has been more satis- 
factory to himself than would have been the other plan. 
The reader will perceive that the Educational part of this 
work is full. It could not easily have been otherwise. 
In its preparation he is largely indebted to William T, 
Coggeshall, Esq., the State Librarian, for his valuable 
assistance. The portion of the work referring to Mr. 
Lewis's antislavery labors will, probably, be found suffi- 
ciently full. 

It was the design of the author to allow Mr. Lewis to 
tell his own story, and present his own character as far 
as possible. Accordingly, soon after the commencement 
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of hi8 labors, he sent letters to various correspondents of 
Mr. Lewis requesting their aid by the return of such 
epistles as they had received. These requests were kindly 
and promptly answered by the following persons, among 
others, — ^Hon. Grerrit Smith, Hon. Lewis Tappan, Dr. 
Adams Jewett, F. D. Parrish, Esq., who furnished various 
interesting letters, some of which have been incorporated 
into the work, while others have furnished important inci- 
dents to the writer. 

To Bev. Charles Adams, of the Cincinnati Conference, 
the writer is largely indebted for his constant and careful 
supervision of the whole book. His aid has been invalua- 
ble and could not easily have been dispensed with. The 
author takes this oppoi*tunity to express his gratitude for 
assistance that nothing but the warm friendship of Mr. 
Adams could have secured. 

Finally, this work has been the subject of much prayer, 
that it might be so prepared as to accomplish some im- 
portant end for our common humanity. 

GiNciNirATi, DecmSber 25, 1856. 
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CHAPTER I. 

BIRTH AND EDUCATION. 

AS nearly as can be ascertained, the paternal ancestors 
of the Lewis family came from a district in York- 
sliire, England, abont tbe year 1670. One of the de-' 
Bcendants married a granddaughter of Sir John Maybew, 
the first Governor of Martha's Vineyard. From this 
union sprang Samnel Lewis, senior. On the other hand, 
Mr. Joseph Tolman, of Scituate, married a lineal de- 
scendant of the Rev. John Robinson, whose name will 
be recognized at once by those acquainted with the his- 
tory of the Mayflower and her passengers upon her first 
voyage to "a stern and rock-bound coast." Abigail, 
one of the daughters of Mr. Tolman, was married to 
Captain Samuel Lewis, mentioned above, and moved to 
his residence in Falmouth, Massachusetts, where they 
continued to reside for a number of years. 

^ere, on the 17th of March, 1799, was bom Samuel 
Lewis, the subject of the present memoir. The family 
were in comfortable circumstances, and held a favorable 
position in the town where they dwelt; so that young 
Samuel, in his early childhood, received such an educa- 
tion as the limited opportunities of that period aiforded. 

These were but slight, of course, compared with those 

13 



14 BIOGRAPHY OF 

of the present day. The best common school education 
of the time gave but little evidence of the progress it 
has since made ; and few now are the youth, whose edu- 
cational privileges are not much superior to what charac- 
terized the early days of him who, when a man, labored 
so earnestly for the education of the whole people. All 
the education he obtained from schools was acquired 
during the first ten years of his life, partly in Falmouth, 
partly in Scituate, Massachusetts, under the tuition of a 
favorite aunt, whose care he remembered and rewarded to 
the latest period of his life. 

The days he spent at Scituate he was accustomed to 
call the happiest of his life. While he remained there, 
at various periods, he was under the roof of his maternal 
grandparents, and so entwined their affections around 
' himself, that they willingly spent much time in minister- 
ing to his amusement and instruction. Docile in his 
temperament, and affectionate, almost to excess, they 
felt both pleasure and pride in giving the right divection 
to his opening mind. The family was marked by emi- 
nent piety, too, and by their instruction were implanted 
many of those sterling moral principles which exercised 
their due influence in the formation of a high moral 
character. There is something, after all, in the pictur- 
esque beauty of New England scenery, and in the steady, 
though often rugged, training of New England youth, 
that secures a manliness and vigor in the men of that 
clime. 

The following humble incident may show how easy it 
is in childhood to sway the mind from evil and toward 
good. When about eight years of age, Samuel had suc- 
ceeded in collecting a smi^ll sum of money, contributed 
by the friendly admirers of his childish rhetorical pow- 
ers. Wishing to know what effect the loss of this 
money would have upon his mind, his grandfather Tol- 
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man proposed to him a little game, in the "progresB of 
which he soon won all the hoarded treasure away. 
"Now, Samnel/' said Mr. Tolman, "I shall want all 
this money this morning, and you had hetter get it for 
me now." Straightway the hoy walked to his drawer, 
and paid over his little store, without a sigh or murmur 
of regret. Admiring the spirit of the child, the grand- 
father continued the game, and allowed him to win it 
hack. He then, in a pleasant way, spoke to the child of 
the evils of gamhling, enforcing his remarks hy the ap- 
plication of the present example; and so deeply did 
those warnings enter into his mind, that this was the he- 
ginning and ending of his efforts in that vice. 

Speaking, at a later period, of this part of his life, 
he says to his now venerable aunt, "I love to dwell on 
my early days spent in Bcituate. Falmouth has a 
place in my recollections. But when I turn to reminis- 
cences of my early days, Falmouth is the episode, while 
Bcituate is the history. Those friends that gave chiefest 
interest to Falmouth came with me to the west, and here 
are their graves ; so that comparatively little was left to 
keep alive the attachment to the place. But all that 
gave to Scituate its interest remained there. There are 
the graves of the departed, and there remain the few sur- 
vivors of the dear friends that carpeted the greenest field 
through which I have passed in a life now waning to its 
close. While I write, I travel ovei the grounds of the 
old farm, trotting beside that good old grandfather, ask- 
ing a thousand questions and receiving as many good- 
natured replies. I ride with him on the sled, and in the 
cart ; on the load of apples, and the hay. Then I come 
back to the house, where, in the long winter evenings, so 
many neighbors used to gather around your blazing fire, 
with the tray of apples and the tankard of cider, always 
on hand and well supplied. It would be useless to revert 
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to the patienoe with which you bore with my childish 
freaks ; how yon taught me to say, * You'd scarce expect 
one of my age/ or ' Bomans, countrymen, and lovers ;' 
and how you inspired me with a love of learning that 
made me overcome extraordinary obstacles.'' 

The inmates of the family circle at Scituate were Mr. 
and Mrs. Tolman and their maiden daughters, Eoxana 
and Bethiah. Of the hearts of each of these young 
Samuel had strong hold, and their discipline and in- 
struction were steady and firm, but kind and gentle ; and 
as he remained there a great portion of his time during 
several years, they had ample opportunity to lead him 
into the ways of truth and gentleness — ^Miss Bethiah was 
his principal instructress, and she never wearied in her 
efiforts to give him as good an education as children of 
that age could acquire. 

The home at Falmouth was not devoid of Christian 
inflnences. Those were days of genuine piety, and 
around almost every fireside was a school of religious 
instruction, where youth was taught reverence and obe- 
dience to God. Here young Samuel was blessed by the 
example of a pious mother, that dearest and most inval- 
uable gift that Heaven can vouchsafe to a child, whose 
prayers, and lessons, and example were not without their 
accustomed effect. The early religious instruction which 
he enjoyed, led to a result, at which, however unexpected 
at the time, we can not be surprised. Bev. Erastus Otis 
was, about this time, the Methodist minister in Falmouth. 
To his ordinary duties he added that of a school-teacher; 
and Samuel, then about nine years old, was his pupil 
for some little time. During Mr. Otis's stay of two 
years, and that of his successor, Bev. Stephen Bailey, 
there occurred a marked revival of religion, and our 
youth became one of the converts, and joined the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. The precise date of this im- 
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portant occnnenoe can not now be ezaetly ascertained, 
but it was doubtless during the year 1809. As none of 
the family were members of this branch of the Chris- 
tian Ghnrcby and as the society itself was at that day in 
low repute, this act of young Lewis occasioned consid- 
erable surprise. But, taking his position as a Christian 
fearlessly, as was his wont in every thing even at that 
early age, and his parents evincing no opposition, he was 
undisturbed. 

There are those yet living in his native town who 
remember with pleasure the fervor of his early piety, 
and the effect of his course upon others of his associates, 
and even upon those much older than ht&self. With 
the Church of his early choice he remained in connec- 
tion, more or less intimate, to the day of his death, 
always remembering with delight its associations with 
the reminiscences of his childhood, and often calling up 
the names of those with whom he enjoyed the privileges 
of the sanctuary at that period. 

It is to the several causes named that we may safely 
attribute that constancy of moral rectitude, that high 
purpose and resolution in the accomplishment of such 
purpose, all of which were so prominent traits of his 
character through the whole of his life. For in those 
days, when his affections, and sympathies, and aspira- 
tions were forming, and finding their object, not only 
was he taught his duty with reference to God and man, 
but he learned well the lesson ; so well, that we observe 
him, even in childhood, giving himself wholly to God, 
and finding an object worthy, sure, and abiding. We 
shall hereafter see him in confiict with temptation of the 
severest character, and successfully resisting such tempta- 
tion by the force of principles thus nurtured and strength- 
ened. 

The prayer meeting, the class meeting, and the pious 

2 
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associations of yonth have their power' over the mind and 
heart in matnrer years ; hut when to these are added, as 
was the case with young Lewis, the affections and sym- 
pathies of family piety, the benefits are incalculable. In 
a heart well prepared as was his for the reception of sncli 
lessons, their influence was very decided, and the effects 
of such teachings were seen and known by thousands 
who derived benefit from them in after years. 
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CHAPTER II. 

AT SEA. 

OAMUELi LEWIS, sen., was the captain of a coast- 
^ ing vessel, and in the performance of his regular trips 
from Maine to the Carolinas and the West Indies, was 
necessarily abroad a great portion of his time. Of conrse 
his influence was much less felt in the formation of his 
son's character. But those who knew familiarly both 
father and son, could detect a strong resemblance in the 
industry, the fearlessness, the devotedness, the stem re- 
solve, which characterized the latter to a remarkable 
degree. When he was about the age of eleven he ac- 
companied his father on his coasting voyages ; and thus 
his time was partially taken up till the year 1818. 

One day, when the vessel was riding at anchor, in 
Vineyard Sound, in sight of the town of Falmouth, the 
captain and crew left her in charge of the cabin boy, for 
this was young Samuel's position on board. While 
busily engaged in the performance of his customary 
duties, he approached the side of the vessel, with his 
bucket, to draw some water. As he leaned over list- 
lessly, his thoughts wandering away to other scenes, 
suddenly his feet slipped, his hands failed of their grasp, 
and he fell into the sea. There was no one in the vessel 
to aid him in escaping from the water, and he was too 
far from the land to swim thither, unless he had been 
an expert ; and up to this time he had never learned the 
art of swimming at all. As soon as the first few mo- 
ments of surprise were over, he looked eagerly around 
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him for some means of escape. No rope, or cliam, or 
other means of ascending to the deck of the ship was 
within his reach. The fore-chains hnng in their usual 
place, but some distance above the water. For the first 
time in his life, he swam, making his way around the 
vessel as well as he was able, and scanning every part 
within his reach. Finding no other resource, he strug- 
gled back to the fore-chains, and attempted to lay hold 
of them, leaping upward as far as he could. Failing 
entirely in the attempt, he soon fell back, so much ex- 
hausted as to give over the struggle. 

"In a few moments," we have heard him say, "I 
gave up, and strove to resign myself to die. All the 
deeds of my short life came across my mind ; I tried to 
pray, and to lie quiet in the hands of my heavenly 
Father. Soon my mind began to revert to my father's 
family, and, beyond "all others upon earth, to my mother. 
I thought of her grief and distress when my body should 
be swept ashore, or all search for it abandoned. I 
thought of the agony of suspense that would torture her 
mind, till it was certain that I no longer lived. And as 
I seemed to see her tears and to listen to her sighs, I 
resolved to make still another effort for my life. I swam 
again to the fore-chains, catching sight in my way of 
the fields and dwellings of my native town. Armed 
with additional resolution by such a view, I prayed to 
God, earnestly as ever I prayed in my life, to aid me 
in my last trial. As I came up, I observed that the 
warm sun had softened in a slight degree the pitchy 
seams in the sides. Into these seams I fastened my 
nails, and, raising myself as far as possible out of the 
water, I made one bold leap, caught the chains, and was 
soon on the deck. But as I turned and looked down 
upon the water, where I had so lately awaited death, I 
was horrified at the sight of a monstrous shark, lashing 



SAMUBIi L£WIS. 21 

the waye£i in disappointment as lie tamed away from the 
vessel. I fell upon my knees in a moment, and returned 
thanks to God, who had so wonderfully spared me from 
a death far more dreadful than the one I had before 
expected." 

The life of a cabin boy, on board of a New England 
schooner, was not very full of incidents that would be 
interesting to strangers. It need only be added, that 
while he remained upon the sjea, he preserved his early 
faith. And as he visited home from time to time, those 
mterested in his religious career were rejoiced to find him 
true to his early vows. His prayers in the social meeting 
are still remembered by the associates of his youth, who 
admired the boy for his ardent piety and unshrinking 
devotion to his profession. 

But a change was at hi^nd, which was to remove him 
from all these scenes and employments, and introduce 
him to different pursuits, and higher objects, and severer 
labors. About the year 1798, Captain Lewis was the 
commander, and owner in part, of a brig laden with 
sng&t and salt from one of the West India islands, and 
bound for Washington, North Carolina. Soon after he 
sailed, he was taken with the yellow fever ; and before 
his recovery so as to resume his command, several of 
his -men were seized with the same disorder. Eighteen 
days after he left port, nearly eveiy one of his crew was 
sleeping in a watery grave. All that remained was a 
black boy, twelve years old, together with the mate, who 
continued, after his attack, totally helpless, unable even 
to turn in his berth, and indeed died the third day aftex; 
they landed. 

Under these awfully-distressing circumstances, Captain, 
Lewis undertook the task of navigating his vessel into 
port. His strength gradually returned, and, with a con- 
stitution naturally good, and a resolution unconquerable. 
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he persevered for seyenteen days, encountering in' the 
mean time a heavy gale, in which he was obliged to cttt 
away all his lower spars. In addition to all this, his 
vessel sprang a leak ; and thongh the amount of leakage 
was small at first, yet, before he was strong enough to 
free the pumps, the water had reached the salt, which 
speedily dissolved. A brisk movement of the pumps, 
at first, would in three or four hours have eflFectually 
relieved the vessel; but neither the captain nor the boy 
had strength sufficient for this labor, so that the water 
kept constantly on the advance, and, for the last ten 
days of the voyage, required both the survivors to work 
every moment they had strength to raise the brake. 

It would be useless to attempt a description of all the 
suJBTerings of that voyage. They lived for years in the 
recollection of the sea-worn captain, who in after years 
spent many an evening in narrating the tales of his 
ocean life to his children and grandchildren. 

He, at last, brought his vessel into port. Being owner 
in part of the cargo, he stored it in a warehouse, and 
having given bonds for the duties, he went home to Fal- 
mouth. A few weeks after his arrival at the latter place, 
he received a letter from his agent, announcing' that an 
unprecedented freshet had washed away Blunt's wharf, 
and with it the whole cargo he had there stored ; and, 
further, informing him that he was expected immediately 
to relieve his securities by forwarding the amount of the 
duties. He appealed to Congress — where the hardship 
of the case was admitted, but the relief denied — borrowed 
the money and paid the duties. 

From this loss he never entirely recovered ; and when 
the late war with England came on, the interruption thus 
occasioned to his ordinary vocation, together with unfor- 
tunate ventures upon the sea, swept away, for the most 
part, the slight remains of his property. About this 
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time, also, tlie tide of emigration had begmi to set 
strongly to^ward the great west — ^the land of promise to 
many wlio, like Captain Lewis, had lost the most of 
their little all by means of the war. 
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CHAPTER III. 

EMiaRATION AND APPRENTICESHIP. 

IT was about the middle of May, 1813, that Captain 
Lewis started for the west. The family at this period 
consisted of the parents and nine children ; the youngest 
of whom was less than three years old. .In a wagon, 
drawn by two horses, were placed the mother and three 
daughters, and, for a part of the way, the youngest son. 
The father and five elder sons walked the whole distance 
from Falmouth to Pittsburg. The journey was the com- 
mon one of those days, but tedious and fatiguing, oc- 
cupying about six weeks for its accomplishment. On 
arriving at Pittsburg, a small flatboat was purchased, in 
which they continued their journey to Cincinnati. 

On arriving at this place, about the middle of July, 
they went immediately to a farm on Duck Creek, where 
all hands were soon busily engaged in harvest work in 
the neighborhood. How long they continued here can 
not now be ascertained distinctly ; but in the spring of 
1814, Captain Lewis appears to have been settled upon a 
farm on Indian Creek, in Butler County, Ohio. Young 
Samuel, then fifteen years of age, was engaged to work 
for Mr. Peter Williams, of Delhi Township, near Cin- 
cinnati, at wages of seven dollars per month. 

After working a short time upon the farm, he was em- 
ployed in carrying the United States Mail — ^for which 
Mr. Williams had a contract at that time. His route 
was at first from Cincinnati to Williamsburg, and after- 
ward from the latter point to Chillicothe. This work 
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often required seven days and two nights in the week, 
making the labor very severe. In addition to this, the 
creeks and small rivers along the route were to be forded, 
bridges at that period being out of the question. This 
was all done on horseback. The routes covered most of 
the country east of Cincinnati to the 8cioto River at 
Chillicothe, and southward of this to the Ohio River, in- 
cluding Maysville, Kentucky. 

Over some of these streams, during high water, it was 
necessary to swim the horse ; while often the attempt was 
accompanied with much danger. At one time, being 
compelled to swim his horse, he had secured the mail- 
bag, as he supposed, and commenced crossing the stream, 
swimming himself and leading the horse. When nearly 
over, the mail-bag, from some cause, became unloosed 
and floated off. His horse was first to be secured and 
then the mail. Its recovery and the renewal of his jour- 
ney would have been speedy, but he was struck by a 
floating log in the water and severely injured. Making 
his way with extreme difficulty to the shore, he succeeded 
in mounting his horse, and continuing his journey to the 
next town, which he reached completely drenched and 
exhausted, and where he remained for some days before 
he was able to renew his round. The accident unfitted 
him for his employment for the time, and whea he re- 
turned to Cincinnati, he was occupied with other labor. 

The next time we meet him is when he is carrying the 
chain for a company of surveyors— at one time in the 
Maumee district, at another in Indiana. The latter route 
extended as far as the famous ''Pigeon Roost,'' a place 
at that period somewhat dangerous, as a settlement and 
rendezvous of hostile Indians. In this employment he 
continued for eight or ten months, by which time he was 
over sixteen years of age. Desirous to direct his strength 

to some more definite purpose, he soon resolved, in con- 

8 
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snltation witli bis father, to learn a trade. Selecting that 
of a carpenter, he was soon sitnated with a Mr. £., at 
Burlington, Kentucky, to whom he was regularly ap- 
prenticed for the space of three years. To this business 
he now applied himself with his customary zeal and 
fidelity, soon outstripping his companions in acquaint- 
ance with all the details of his trade, and skill in the per- 
formance of its work. 

And now came in play the power of those principles, 
which had been instilled into his mind in early child- 
hood — ^principles of temperance, industry, and faithful* 
ness to his duty. Prevalent as was the vice of intemper- 
ance at that day, universal as was the practice of partak- 
ing of intoxicating liquors, Samuel Lewis was entirely 
free from both. Tempted by example, beset by entreat- 
ies, threatened with reproach by the lovers of the bowl, 
he remained steadfast to his principles, and no cup of in- 
toxicating liquor ever touched his lips. 

**Mr. Lewis," said Dr. F. to him one day in Bur- 
lington, *' come up to the bar and take a drink with the 
rest of us. Why do you stand off so, as if you were 
better than we are ? Why don't you do as every body 
else does, and take your glass without any trouble?" 
"Dr. F.," replied he, "you know as well as I do, 
and better, for you are a well-educated gentleman, while 
I am only a carpenter's apprentice, how destructive liquor 
would be to all my hopes and prospects. You know that 
it is better for me to be a sober boy and attentive to my 
business, than to be one of yonder crowd, that are taking 
death in every tumblerful of whisky. I have recorded 
a vow never to drink any kind of liquor, and you ought 
to be the very last man to tempt me to it." 

"Ah, Mr. liewis," said the Doctor, "you have the best 
of it, as you always have. I have made that vow a 
hundred times, but I have never been able to keep it. 1 
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would to Ghod that I had as mach resolTe as you. I 
would never touch a drop again, so help me God !" 
** Why, then, do you drink it ?" was the query. " Because 
I can not help it. But, Mr. Lewis, if I could resist the 
tempter «s you can, and could I muster up the moral 
courage yon possess, I would give all my wealth, talents, 
education, all I will ever own of property, yes, I would 
lay them all at your feet, to be what you are, a temperate 
man, and able to resist the tempter." In five years from 
that time Dr. F. was in a drunkard's grave, and Mr. 
Lewis, the apprentice boy, was a law student, as sober 
and industrious as before. 

His master was a man who drank much, and in his 
cups was very abusive toward his hands. But this ap- 
prentice of his was a perfect mai^r of himself, and, of 
course, not to be overcome by the railings of a drunken 
luah. After having worked with him only a portion of 
his time, he was reputed the best workman in the dis- 
trict ; and men who employed the master would stipulate 
that the apprentice Lewis should have the better parts 
of the job. No "raising," when he had the direction. 
Would result in death or accident. 

When about nineteen years of age, having the stature 
and the strength of well-developed manhood, it hap- 
pened that a Oourt-House was to be erected in Burling- 
ton, by his master. At the place were gathered, as a 
matter of course, all the neighbors to assist in raising 
the timbers to their proper places, and the liquor was 
supplied, as usual, freely, and without stint, to all 
in attendance. Young Lewis was, in all probability, 
the only man on the ground that refrained. When 
every thing was in readiness, the men proceeded to ac- 
complish the task. Our hero had previously warned the 
master, that he would not be the subject of his abuse, 
or of his abusive language, and that if he indulged in 
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either toward him on that day, he should leave the 
ground, on the utterance of his first oath. The timbers 
were slowly raised, inch by inch, till they had gained a 
considerable hight. The indulgence in liquor had not 
increased the strength of the workmen, and as the burden 
became too severe for them, they evidently relaxed. Mr. 
Lewis watched the proceedings carefully, and as the tim- 
bers began to fall, and the laborers to scatter from under, 
he dropped his pole, and sprang on one side, barely es- 
caping with his life. The master, enraged at this result, 
seized an adze, and hurling it after his apprentice, de- 
manded with bitter oaths why he left his post. His only 
answer was deliberately to pick up his hat and coat, and 
walk away, saying that he had sufficiently warned him, 
and that he could stay no longer. Mr. £. knew that his 
work was at an end, unless his apprentice should remain, 
and he actually bought his return, by himself retiring 
from the work for the rest of the day, leaving young Lewis 
as the master. 

About this time he assisted, in building the first Court- 
House in Indiana, if our information be correct, and in 
constructing his father's house on the farm to which he 
had recently removed, near Eaton, Ohio. The last piece 
of work he performed as a carpenter, was to assist in the 
erection of the Methodist church that formerly stood on 
the comer of Plum and Fourth streets, in Cincinnati, and 
familiarly known as the ** Old Brimstone Comer.*' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

INCIDENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE precise time can not be given, when, actuated by a 
strong desire to attain a more elevated stand-point, a 
position where he might be more useful than in the lim- 
ited one he then occupied, he determined to leave all other 
labors, and apply himself to the study of the law. It 
was probably in the year 1819. He did not take this 
step, however, till he had applied himseK to his trade 
with sufficient industry and energy to be able to pay his 
father for the year that remained of his legal minority, at 
the rate of fifty dollars a year. For it must be noted that 
from the day he engaged to labor as a farm hand for Mr. 
Williams, up to the day he paid his father the sum 
iiamed above, every cent of his earnings, above the most 
absolute necessities of life, were paid to his parents as 
regularly as he received them. His clothes were made 
of tow, and patched as long as they would hold together 
neatly. But he cared not for this, provided he could 
assist his parents in their struggles, and contribute his 
portion to the supply of their wants. 

There was, indeed, no virtue more marked in his whole 
character than his reverential regard for the comfort of 
Hs parents. If they lacked, he could not be happy ; if 
they suffered, he suffered also. Many a want of his own 
Went unsupplied, many a wish ungratified, for the sake 
of their comfort and happiness. Nor did he need to be 
told of any necessity of theirs, if he was in a position to 
see it for himself, as he was constantly watchful over 
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their interests, and always planning as busily for their 
advantage as for his own. 

One day, while laboring at Bising Sun, Indiana, the 
news came that Rev. Russel Bigelow, the eloquent Meth- 
odist preacher, would visit that place, and preach to such 
of the neighbors as would come out to listen. Mr. Lewis 
had just sent to his father the last instalment of wages, 
retaining only about the value of fifty cents, all of which 
was in the cut money of those days. He was a Method- 
ist, and so was soon on horseback, riding around in the 
neighborhood, blowing the trumpet, and notifying the 
people of the coming sermon. Quite a crowd gathered, 
and Mr. Bigelow made one of his happiest efforts, result- 
ing in considerable good. 

As young Lewis looked toward the man of God, he 
observed that his pantaloons were patched of parti-col- 
ored stuff, that his elbows were badly out, and that his 
whole appearance indicated the usual poverty of the itin- 
erant preacher of those times. He compared the condi- 
tion of the preacher with his own. He was a poor boy 
in a strange land, without friends and without expecta- 
tions, save such as his hands might warrant him in 
forming. But as he looked again at the minister of the 
Gospel, his brother, and, of consequence, his friend, his 
hand caught firmly the small pieces of money in his 
pocket, and while bidding the preacher good-bye, as he 
mounted his horse at the door, he left in his hands all 
the money he had in the world. The good man looked 
at the boy, as poor as himself, with his dark eyes full of 
tears, and his own filled up with the waters of sympathy, 
as he bent over the youth, and prayed, " God bless you, 
my dear young brother, and may you never want!" 
Years afterward, in his own house, the lad met Russel 
Bigelow again. The worn-out servant of God went forth 
from his house to his own home to die. A little work, 
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inscribed ** From your father's friend, B. Bigelow/' is to 
the writer, to-day, more valuable than many a costlier 
volume that stands by its side upon the shelf. 

These were the traits of his youth, and these were the 
principles and sympathies with which he entered the lists 
with men of name, of reputation, and of education, to 
struggle for a position among them ; a position, in which 
he might exert an influence in behalf of truth, and good- 
ness, and God; a position, in which he might strike 
many a manly blow for his fellow, and in the arena of 
mental and moral conflict win some blessing for his fam- 
ily, his friends, and his race. For even at that early 
period of his life, he was not without some premonitions 
of the toils that were to be accomplished by him for 
humanity. 

We have remarked above that the precise time when 
Samuel Lewis commenced the study of law could not 
be well ascertained. The first letter of his, however, 
after this change of his plans and pursuits, is dated July 
10, 1819, and is directed to his grandfather, Joseph Tol- 
man, at Scituate, Massachusetts. We shall be excused 
for the insertion of this letter, as well as the one follow- 
ing, also written to Mr. Tolman, in November of the 
same year : 

"Cincinnati, July 10, A. D. 1819. 
*' Affectionatb Gbandsire, — ^I seize an opportunity 
of sending you a few lines through the politeness of Mr. 
B., who will probably call on you, as he calculates on vis- 
iting your neighborhood. The frequent attempts I have 
made to obtain a communication from some of your family 
would have already been sufficient to silence any person less 
attached to the scenes of youth than myself; or rather, 
less attached to those friends who contributed so much 
to enhance the pleasures of childhood, and who taught 
me to enjoy those pleasures in all their beautiful variety. 
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I need not tell one wlio has seen sixty years, what are my 
feelings when I reflect on the years of happiness that I 
have spent in your family. Suffice it to say, that I some- 
times fancy myself again ramhling those fields hy yonr 
side ; and well can I remember the many ways in which 
you endeavored to divert my hours, as though you were 
eager for me to enjoy myself as much as possible before 
I should be susceptible of care and trouble. Nor should 
I forget the kindness of my affectionate grandmother, and 
uncle, and aunts, who all appeared to partake of my 
comforts and woes ; for which the only return I can 
make is my gratitude. And for the use of that I am 
indebted to the instructions of my worthy aunt, in con- 
nection with the instructions of the best of parents ; 
whose pious admonitions have often had their beneficial 
influence against some formidable allurement, which was 
on the point of hurling me into the vortex of misery. 
And since I can not in person express my gratitude to 
those who had so large a share in the formation of my 
mind and principles, I can only be grateful to my Creator 
for favoring me with such friends, whose example, I trust, 
will be a beacon to the latest period of my life. And 
should Heaven prosper my exertions, I trust the guard- 
ians of my childhood will have no cause to regret that 
they made my welfare their object. 

**But it is time to change the subject. And first as to 
the health of my father's family. It is generally good. 
And as for prosperity, as relates to property, they are all 
out of the reach of want. My two brothers are doing 
well, if it can be called doing well to engross our whole 
time in the greatest exertions for the accumulation of 
property, and to make our happiness dependent on these 
exertions. It is a fact that avarice is too common among 
men at this day, although I do not believe my brothers 
are guilty of it. Though it is our duty to pay a proper 
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attention to secnre a substance, independent of favors, we 
should not forget that it is onr duty to enjoy every com- 
fort that is lawfully within our reach, in order that we 
may know how to appreciate their value, and feel a 
proper sense of gratitude to the Author of those comforts. 

" But if I go on in this way, you will think there is no 
news in my letter. And in fact, I have none to give you, 
except that we have a remarkably fine season for grain 
and fruit, and it is thought that grain and flour will be 
cheaper this fall, though there is a great demand for it. 

" We have now upwards of fifty steamboats employed 
in the carrying trade between Pittsburg and New Orleans, 
all which have been built since I came to this country. 
Our towns now have the appearance of seaports. There 
are five boats now lying at this place, waiting for the 
water. 

"I had like to have forgotten to tell you, that I am in 
good health, and continue to do business in the office of 
the Clerk of Common Pleas and Supreme Courts. I am 
well satisfied with my situation, and if I keep my health, 
shall continue ; as I find it the best school for a practical 
knowledge of the law. I shall however place myself 
under the direction of an able attorney in a short time, 
and nothing but my health shall prevent me from prose- 
cuting my studies to effect. Though, as I have to depend 
on myself, it will take a long time to accomplish my 
object. * * * 

** Your affectionate grandson, 

** Samuel Lewis, Jb." 

The contrast between the trade on the Ohio River in the 
year 1819, and the year 1856, is somewhat remarkable. 
Not much less so is that between the poor law-student in 
1819, and the honored advocate of human rights in 1854. 
But to the next letter. 
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**Cl3IKlVJXX7l, IfOTBMBVB 1(3> A. IX 1810. 

<' Affsctxokatb Gbahdfathsr, — ^X once moro trouble 
yoQ with a few lines in answer to the letters leceiyed \>j 
my mother from aunt Betbiah and aunt Boxana. I ex- 
pect you have received a letter from myself addressed to 
you, favored by Mr. B. He informed me he had sent it 
by Esquire Turner^ as his business would not ^mit of 
his calling on you himself, I should have written this 
sooner, but have waited to Teoeive an answer to that. 
But finding I waited in vain, I yielded to my mother's 
request, and this will serve as answer to both. 

«We were all happy to hear of your welfare, and 
especially that grandparents both were in good health. 
The letters mention that you yet can remember me with 
affection, at least when any thing is present that has a 
more immediate tendency to bring me into your mind. 
The only way I can repay that affection is by a return. 
You can not want evidence that your memory is deeply 
engraven on my affection. It has been truly said that 
early impressions last the longest ; and to your affection- 
ate treatment to me when a child I attribute the fondness 
I still retain for yourself and family. Those who have 
been placed in a similar state best can tell my feelings, 
when I read of the least circumstance calculated to bring 
to my mind the happy days and months spent under your 
protection. Yet I have never received one token of re- 
gard since I left your house. It gives me some disagree- 
able feelings, though I hope I shall not again insist on 
any person's taking <the trouble, since I have reason to 
think itvould be a burden. I am conscious that, as a 
correspondent, I should not be entertaining, and you are 
well acquainted with my claim to your allowance as well 
for my writing as for other errors ; added to other cir- 
cumstances I am always much hurried. 

''I observed in aunt B.'s letter a hope that I should 
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racceed in my stndj. I also hope that she will not be 
too sanguine in her calculation. She mnst recollect that 
I have been deprived of the advantages common to those 
who tnm their attention to professional stady. I have 
not yet ventured to assure myself that I shall continue in 
the pursuit. She will recollect that though at the age 
of ten I was as forward as common for my age, yet since 
that time I have lived in a manner well calculated to lose 
what little I then knew. Bhe will recollect the disad- 
vantages I labor under in another point, as I have no aid 
or dependence except my own exertions; and when a 
young man pays his necessary expenses, without any 
superfluities, he has not much to spend in education or 
for books. Yet, though my difficulties are great, others 
have surmounted equally as great, and I shall not be dis- 
couraged till I am twenty-six years of age. It is now 
about two years since I contracted for my time at an 
extravagant rate. Yet I have been able to settle that, 
and advance myself some in study, and have some 
months left before I am one and twenty. I have but 
little doubt but that with economy and industry — should 
no unforeseen circumstances occur — I shall be able in a 
few years to take a different stand ; at any rate I have 
no doubt that He who ruleth all things will do for me 
what will eventually be for the best. I hope I shall 
never repine at my lot ; which indeed I can not so long 
as I remember to whom I am indebted for the mercies 
that I have enjoyed even up to this time. I have suffi- 
ciently seen the folly of placing too much dependence 
npon earthly objects or honors; and am confident that 
true happiness can not exist short of an entire depend- 
ence upon God for every blessing. And this will give us 
gratitude, as receiving each mercy direct from his bounty, 
and certainly there is no sensation so replete with happi- 
ness as gratitude ; it is its own reward. 
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" I hope, whatever may be my station in life, that I may 
he found exerting myself for that post in which I can be 
most useful. This principle, some may think, does not 
accord with the profession in my view. But it will be 
recollected, to the shame of many, that virtue and moral- 
ity have at this time but few advocates at the bar, and 
that she calls loudly for some who will respect the princi- 
ples they pretend to advocate. I would not be under- 
stood as saying what I shall do, but as saying what 
should be done. For my own part, if I can attain so 
high an object as to be able to vindicate the injured poor, 
and protect those who have no friends or fortune on which 
to lean, when the oppressor would take unjustly the bread 
from their mouths, I shall be content. And when I shall 
receive the truly-enviable appellation of 'my deliverer' 
from a poor man or woman, I shall be well repaid for 
this my exertion. 

** You will perceive that my path is not one that will 
lead to fortune ; but it is sure to lead to happiness. Per- 
haps it may appear novel, and only for the sake of writ- 
ing, that I express myself thus. But if you could visit 
the Sabbath schools that are in operation in this place 
for the benefit of poor children, you would think there 
was a reality in it. By the exertions of a few of us 
young men, with the aid of a few young women, we keep 
up three dififerent schools composed of about two hundred 
and fifty scholars, from six to sixteen years of age. Yon 
will no doubt wonder that in a country so fertile, there 
should be so many ignorant. But you must know we 
have no advantages of public schools, as the lands ap- 
propriated by Congress do not yet yield a sufficient rev- 
enue to support them ; and it is much to be lamented that 
the state Legislature has never yet taken the subject into 
consideration. * * * 

'^ " Samuel Lewis, Jr." 
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CHAPTER V. 

STUDY OP LAW. 

TTTHEN Mr. Lewis first made his engagement in the 
"* Clerk's Office of Cincinnati, Major Daniel 6ano 
was the Clerk. The compensation was to he thirty dol- 
lars per annum in addition to his hoard. Soon after- 
ward, he Gonamenced the stndy of law, in which the late 
Hon. Jacob Gurnet was his chief adviser. Judge Burnet 
was his constant friend, and gave him valuable assistance 
in his studies, both by the loan of books, and good ad- 
vice as to the proper method of directing his labor in the 
mastery of them. Pinched by poverty, for he had just 
paid about three hundred dollars, partly for his time to 
his father, and partly for money borrowed to assist his 
father, and with friends who were to some extent depend- 
ent upon his exertions for comfort, he resorted to an ex- 
pedient that would probably frighten most of the young 
men of the present day away from such labors. He made 
an arrangement with Major Gano, to allow him about 
one hundred and twenty dollars a year for his board, and 
he undertook to board himself. This he did in this wise. 
His ordinary living was bread and water. Now bread 
Bold at the rate of six and a quarter cents a loaf. But 
when the purchaser bought &ve loaves, he paid for them 
the sum of twenty-five cents. As he might thus save a 
loaf of bread, Mr. Lewis bought the five loaves at a 
time, and devoted the money thus gained to the accus- 
tomed ohject of all his gains, namely, the assistance of 
^ family. 
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This was his diet. His manner of study was as fol- 
lows. The daytime was occupied in the labor of his office, 
and in writing, in extra hours, outside of his office, for 
those who gave him the writing to be done. So the 
studying was to be attended to at night. He sat before 
the table reading by candlelight as long as he could keep 
himself fully awake. Then taking the candle in one 
hand and the book in the other he would pace the floor, 
till the demand for sleep overpowered him, when he would 
retire to bed. This latter hour sddom arrived before mid- 
night. 

During this period he fonned his first acquaintance with 
Mr. William Woodward, of the same city. The latter 
often supplied him with writing, the compensation for 
which went to the usual destination. Mr. Lewis seemed 
always, even down to the end of his days, to pay but 
little attention to his personal comforts. His enjoyment 
was marred if any of his family j^uffered. And thus it 
happened that he never laid up a dollar for himself, till 
he saw his parents well-situated, and his brothers and 
sisters in the way of doing well. When their wants 
were supplied, and not before, could he attend to his own. 
His sisters were to receive such education as lay in his 
power to secure. His brothers were to have all the ad- 
vantages that his devotion to their interests, and his time 
could compass. Hence, it appears that, up to the time of 
his commencement of the practice of law he had accumu- 
lated almost nothing that he could call his own. Such 
devotion as this has never yet gone unrewarded of Divine 
Providence, and the rule held good in his case. 

About this time, we find the student^lerk making his 
first appearance in public. The mechanics of Cincinnati 
had a celebration of the fourth of July, and he enjoyed 
the honor of reading to this audience the Declaration of 
Independence. This may appear a small beginning. 
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But it was proper that he Bhottld begin his public life, 
with the reading of a document, whose defense, and the 
propagation of whose principles occupied the last days, 
and were the closing labors, of a life, whose end was 
doubtless hastened by excessive toils endured in his devo- 
tion to so great a cause. 

Nathan Guilford, Esq., now deceased, lent the student 
some direction and advice, and assisted him matmally in 
his course of study and preparation for the bar. And to 
Mr. Guilford and Judge Burnet Mr. Lewis held him- 
self under peculiar obligations, and from his grateful 
memory was never blotted the kindness of his early 
friends. When he was comparatively without friends, 
they encour^ed him to feel himself a man, capable of 
taking and of holding a high position among the best. 
An example of their kindness toward him is seen in the 
following incident. 

At the end of three years, when he had completed his 
studies, and was ready for admission to the practice of 
law, such was his lack of acquaintance, and such his 
timidity, which latter was indeed constitutional with him, 
that he could not, for some time, be induced to apply 
for examination by the Court. Judge Burnet then stood 
by him and urged him to come forward. He ev^ 
examined him in private, encouraged him in reference 
to his proficiency, and gave him confidence to seek ad* 
mission. 

When he went to Hamilton, where he was to be ex- 
amined by the Supreme Oourt, he went literally with fear 
and trembling. The first q^stion that was asked him he 
couM not answer, till the questioner, seeing his embar- 
rassment, kindly came to his aid. This over, so familiar 
was he with the details of the law ^ and the practice that 
he made no more pauses or mistakes, but passed through 
successfully. This was on April 2, 1822. 
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Nor bad bis few friends been altogether idle. Presum- 
ing on bis admission, be was supplied with business for 
this, bis first circuit, sufficient to secure him a consider- 
able amount of fees, amounting, according to bis own 
statement, to about two thousand dollars. One of the 
first cases aigued before the Court by him, was in favor 
of a reversal of the decision of that very Court, a cause 
which was carried through by him successfully, and 
which established bis reputation at once. It is not al- 
ways that a man, who has been at the bar for many 
years, and encountered much labor and^difficulty, has had 
such success as this. But Mr. Lewis had that peculiar 
faculty, which too few possess — that of throwing him- 
self, with all his energies and capacities, into whatever 
business be might undertake. The whole man was there, 
alive, and busily at work for the accomplishment of the 
purpose, whatever it might be, having previously seen to 
it, that the cause undertaken was worthy of such devo- 
tion. 

*' I dare do all that may become a man," was the wise 
saying of the playwright. And they who accomplish, 
not only great things, but great good things, have it for 
their spirit, if not for their visible motto. With princi- 
ples well founded upon truth, with a heart pure and 
fervent, with a mind capable of large development, and 
with a high and glorious purpose worthy of a man, one 
may accomplish great good things. And whatever else 
may he claimed for the subject of the present memoir, no 
one, who knew him, could deny that there was a remark- 
able purity of purpose, a singular disinterestedness of 
zeal for high and noble things, that proved him, from 
his eariiest entrance into public life, a man, deserving 
success, and winning it, not only because he deserved it, 
but because he took all honorable and praiseworthy 
means to secure it. 
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Indeed, we may saj, iliat a great portion of his sac* 
cess 'WAS the direct result of that constant effort to se- 
cnre it. That candle in the Clerk's office shone in the 
small honrs of the morning to some purpose. That fifth 
loaf of bread, dry and even stale as it was when eaten, 
was the giver of strength that enabled the eater, with no 
advantages save those he secured for himself, with lim- 
ited education in comparison with many of his com- 
petitors, amid the competition of the well educated, with 
sxLccess already in their possession^ to go forward with 
fervor and buoyancy to take his place amid the best, and 
to wn a position that he never lost. 

The following letter to Mr. Joseph Tolman, written 
about the time of his entrance upon the practice of law, 
will show something of his position and of his feelings 
at this time. We add the accompanying letter to Miss 
Bethiah . Tolman, written about the same time. The 
farm, referred to in the latter, was purchased with the 
earliest avails of his profession, and upon it his parents 
lived for about twenty years, surrounded with comforts, 
blessed with the society of their children, and in the en- 
joyment of every means of happiness they desired. 

" Cincinnati, Jitnb 11, 1822. 

"Most Affectiojtatb GRAOT)PARBiirr, — ^I shall again 

write you a few lines presuming that you will be pleased 

to hear from me and my father's family. Surrounded as 

you are by children and friends, I can not suppose you 

have much time to think of those who reside far from 

you ; but at the same time I will not believe that a few 

moments spent in looking over these lines will be tedious 

to a grandparent whose memory is so dear to my heart, 

and I shall continue to write till I have something to 

show that my letters are unwelcome guests. * * * 

'' I have opened my office and attended to the practice of 

4 
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law about two moaihfl^ and my miooeas has exceeded my 
most sanguine expectations. I have at this time as 
much business as I can find time to attend to ; but caa 
not venture to calculate the future bj the past. I have 
an offer of partnership with an attorney of the first 
standing, but have not concluded to accept it. I have 
five months to make up my mind on the terms proposed. 
If I succeed for one year as I have for two months^ I 
shall have gained a standing in point of practice equal to 
any attorney of my age. I can not promise myself 
much^ having witnessed the fall of many who bid fairer 
than myself. I shall however endeavor to pursue a course 
that will be consistent with my duty ; and with a strict 
attention to business I hope to gain that my relations will 
not blush to own. I have already surmounted obstacles 
which I once deemed insurmountable : and this encour- 
ages me to hope that a continuation of the same means 
will crown my efforts with success. * * * 

"I will fill up. my letter with the prospects of my 
country, and in speaking of the state of Ohio. I 
know words are weak to paint the blessings enjoyed by 
her citizens. Whatever disappointed ambition or idle 
bankrupts may say I do not hesitate to give my opinion 
that no part of North America, possessing so temperate 
a climate, affords so many of the conveniences of life to 
be procured by the same amount of labor. The present 
season affords the most promising prospects of grain. 
Our state is progressing rapidly with improvements. 
Two engineers are now employed in taking surveys, and 
i^ ascertaining the most proper route for a canal to pass 
through the state, uniting the waters of Lake Erie with 
the Ohio Eiver. This is done by the Legislature and we 
have no doubt but in a very few years you wiQ receive 
cotton from New Orleans by way of Lake Erie and the 
New York canal. Our steamboats are sources of wealth 
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and a meaaa of oommeroe of the utmost ntMity. In a 
good stage of water we can leave this place with a £reight 
of produce, proceed to New Orleans, sell and take in a 
return cargo, and return in thirty-fonr days. If my life 
is spaxed thirty years, I expect to see Ohio second to no 
other state in the: Union. I am convinced that my des- 
tiny is in the hands of One who will do right. Under 
ihiB impression I wish to do my dnty and leave the rest 
with Him. * ♦ * 

^* Tonr affectionate grandson, Samuel Lewis.'' 

"GiNOINMATI, JUMB 33, 1834. 

** Worthy Aunt, — ^I had concluded that my proposi- 
tion to visit you the ensuing summer had been illy re- 
ceived, inasmuch as you all observed so profound a silence. 
I was much pleased yesterday when returning from a 
journey of more than one hundred miles, I found your 
letter in the office. You must pardon, me if I say that 
it. requires all my faith to reconcile your professions of 
regard for me with your attention to the only correspond- 
ence that I attempt to continue with any of my relations 
in the eastern states. Yet I do believe that your pro- 
fessions are candid, and that yourself and sisters, together 
with my aged grandparent, feel all the affectionate regard 
for me that you all so warmly manifested when I was an 
inmate of your family, and when you, my aunt, lavished 
your endeavors to create in me an ambition that you con- 
sidered noble. Would to Heaven you had succeeded to the 
extent you wished. And I never write to you but I find 
my feelings so completely master of me that I blush 
when I see the weakness of my communications. Yet 
I could not on the altar of stoic indifference sacrifice 
those tears of sweet remembrance, and the hours of 
pleasurable pain, which I spend as often as I can retire 
from the bustle of business to spend a few hours with 
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myself. I need not tell you that no other moments aro 
so precious as those spent in communion with ourselves, 
and endeavoring to live over our past lives, especially 
when there are incidents calculated to awaken all the sen- 
sibilities of our souls. We then become a wonder to 
ourselves, and the vicissitudes of our fortune appear like 
dreams. If there is any thing in my life or character 
that is or will be praiseworthy, you, my aunt, may justly 
claim for yourself a large share of the merit. Yet I am 
certain that your ideas of me, as you express them, are 
far from being correct. And I am unwilling that my 
friends should ascribe to me a value or merit that is 
not mine. Were you acquainted with me, you would 
find things to censure, perhaps condemn ; you know 
nothing of me except what you learn from the few com- 
munications received from me. And the principles 
therein expressed are what I admire, more than what I 
adopt. For I know that I do many things that are 
foolish and wrong ; though if good intentions would in- 
sure beneficial results, then indeed might I hope that I 
do not live in vain. 

" You will smile when I tell you my parents have made 
another change of residence. After residing some months 
with me, they became tired of so idle a life, and expressed 
a wish to reside on a farm, provided they could have one 
near me. I have complied with their wish and purchased 
one hundred and sixty-five acres of land about five miles 
from this place, with an additional number of cows, 
horses, etc. So that they now occupy the most pleasant 
farm in the county, and appear perfectly satisfied. 
Father is making large improvements, and boasts that 
he will have the best farm in the state in six years. I 
have furnished him with six hundred choice fruit trees, 
which are now growing on the farm, and I have one 
thousand more grafted in the nursery to set out in the 
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fall. Thus you see, inasmticli as I was once indulged by 
them, I give them their time to claim indulgence from 
nie. The farm cost me three thousand, five hundred dol- 
lars. My father's farm was estimated at six hundred 
dollars, and he supposed himself indebted to me for bor- 
rowed money — ^two hundred dollars. We agreed to quit 
square, he turning his farm toward the payment of the 
new place, and I furnishing him two hundred dollars in 
stock. He holds the whole of the stock as his absolute 
property, and a deed for the whole farm without rent 
during the lives of himself and mother, at the death of 
both to revert to me, giving to father or brother the priv- 
ilege of paying me for the whole, or any part at the same 
price it cost me, and taking it for their absolute property. 
Almira and family will occupy a small farm adjoining ; 
so that we shall all be together, if they take no pther 
notion and believe they are satisfied. 

*' You will not thank me for retaining you with this 
matter. Now what shall I say about seeing you this 
season. Do not start when I say, it is possible I shall 
defer my journey. My health is much better, though my 
friends all say that the journey is the only way of pre- 
serving it. But my business, how shall I leave that? 
It is increasing. I have several important cases that 
will occupy much time, and in two cases my clients will 
be dissatisfied if I absent myself. And * a person who 
fails to attend to business when he has it, is in a fair 
way to have none to attend to*' I shall however exert 
myself to visit you if possible and if I come shall start 
about the 10th of June. I had procured a horse ex- 
pressly for the journey, and shall be as much disap- 
pointed as you if I fail. Yet I know none of you would 
wish me to leave home to my injury. And should I fail 
this season, I am determined that the delay shall not ex- 
ceed a year. My brother will be able to give my business 
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some atteBtiooc by ihe next year. My partner has mtioh 
bnBiness on hand, as well public as private, which pre- 
vents him from attending regularly at the office. I shall 
now have to cut my letter short as a child is waiting 
for me to go with her to her widowed mother. 

*' I will just add to grandfather that owing to the course 
taken by New York, we have given up Clinton and my 
interest is for Adams. I have been as active as I could 
be, and we have recently established a paper for the in- 
terest of Adams in this place. I have taken the liberty 
of sending one to grandfather. It is entirely at the ex- 
poise of and edited by the committee of nine whose 
names appear on the first number, which will arrive be- 
fore you get this. Adams's interest begins to look up 
here, though Jackson and Clay are powerful. * * * 
" With respect your nephew, Sakubl Lbwis." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

MARRIAaB — PKACTICB OP LAW. 

IK the stiininer of 1823, Mr. Lewis was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Oliarlotte R. Gofoith, younger daagkter 
of Dr. William Qofortib, a well-known and highly- 
respected physician of Cincinnati, who died in 1819. 
Br. Goforth was the medical instmotor of Dr. Drake, 
of the same city, whose r^ntation is not confined to 
this continent. Miss Goforth was, at the time of her 
marriage, an inmate of the family of Daniel Gano, her 
consin, who was for several years the Clerk of the Oonrt 
in Hamilton Coxmty. 

To honsekeeping went the young conple, of conrse, 
and they kept up their household circle together for 
thirty-one years. It is safe to say that not many fam- 
ilies have realized more of the substantial happiness that 
ought to crown home life. The altar of prayer was al- 
ways kept up, and thus a direct communication with the 
Bource of all good was secured, the blessings of Heayen 
settled down upon the household, afifeotion layished her 
most plentiful stores, discord was unknown, sympathy 
united all together, and the little circle was the seat of 
bliss and contentment. Neither Mr. or Mrs. Lewis were 
tortured with envy at the success of others, nor were they 
filled with pride when they were themselves sucoessful. 
Their happiness depended not upon the extemids of life, 
but upon the boundless sympathies and holy duties of the 
household. So that whether, in the two small rooms in 
which they commenced life together, or in the ample 
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farm-liotise where that union was for the first time broken 
by the hand of death, they were happy atfd contented. 

Six children were the fruit of this nnion ; one of whom 
died in infancy, one in early childhood, one in opening 
womanhood, and one in the vigor of promising man- 
hood, while two yet snrvive, with the wife and mother, 
to mourn the loss and imitate the sample of as good a 
husband and father as ever presided over the household 
circle. Of the family we may speak here, and for all, 
as we may hear more of them in his correspondence. 

The eldest son was a man of rare abilities and excel* 
lent promise, who graduated with honor, at the Ohio 
University, at the age of seventeen. He soon com- 
mienced teaching at the Woodward College, Cincinnati, 
where, after remaining one year, he received an appoint- 
ment to the Professorship of Natural Science. He re- 
paired to Yale, to perfect an already intimate acquaint- 
ance with the details of that department of study. He 
had been there but a few months, when he felt an increas- 
ing sense of responsibility npon the subject of the minis- 
try of the Q-ospel. In the early part of the winter of 
1842-3, he left New Haven, and returned home to devote 
himself to the work which he had chosen. Besigning 
his post in the College, and thereby giving up a position 
for which he was well-fitted, and in which he might have 
acquired a brilliant reputation with ease, he entered the 
Methodist ministry, and was personally associated with 
Bev. M. Dustin, then in charge of Oxford station. 

Here he remained till the succeeding autumn, when, at 
the age of nineteen, he left this state to join the Rock 
River Conference. His first appointment was to mission- 
ary work, but, within a few months, he was called to fill 
a vacancy at Iowa City, where he remained for that year. 
In 1844, he was appointed to Davenport station. During 
this year, the health of his wifb, for he was now married^ 
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b^gan to fail, and in the fall of 1845, he was transferred 
to the Ohio Conference, and stationed at Marietta, where 
he vron the highest regards of the whole community. In 
1846» he was appointed to the Ebenexer charge, in Cin- 
cinnati, where the rapidly increasing membership made 
it necessary to enlarge their means of worship, and 
Christie Chapel was built, mostly by his taste and nnder 
his direction. He was re-appointed in 1847, bnt was 
soon fonnd to be laboring nnder the disease which had 
already proved fatal to his wife, consumption. He lin- 
gered till November, 1850, when he died at Philadelphia, 
in the twenty-seventh year of his age, in the posq^sion 
of a high reputation in his conference and Church for 
talent, eloquence, and success. 

The second son is a member of the Cincinnati Confer- 
ence, and a resident of Cincinnati, in a supernumerary 
relation to the Conference. ♦ 

The eldest daughter died at the age of twenty, just as 
she was emerging into a good and beautiful womanhood, 
much beloved by her friends,, a prey to the same insidious 
foe that snatched her elder brother from among us. 

The second daughter is now living, the wife of M. B. 
Hagans, Esq., of Cincinnati. 

These brief sketches of his family must suffice ; while 
we return to notice that a prominent characteristic of Mr. 
Lewis and one which greatly aided him in tibie accom- 
plishment of his high and noble aims, was his integrity. 
No trust was ever confided to him that was either be- 
trayed or at all neglected. Business once entrusted to his 
care was always looked after as if it were his own. He 
could not brook neglect in any one. Nor could he easily 
be made to understand how any one could Agree to attend 
to the interests of another, and then neglect them. Hence 
his clients understood that they were as safe as was possi- 
ble under the contingencies of their cause. He found 

5 
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time for every other department of IiIb own business, and 
to theirs also. Neither the bar-room, the card table, nor 
the theater were allowed anj claims npon him. And yet 
there was a very prominent element of sociability in bis 
disposition, which, notwithstanding his marked modesty, 
made every man his friend. Agreeable in his modesty, 
and stem in his integrity, he could not be otherwise than 
successful. 

Mr. B., who had supposed himself very wealthy, foimd 
himself involved in embarrassments that seemed almost 
inextricable. Turning in every way in vain, he came to 
Mr. Lewis, and said, '' If you can extricate me from my 
difficulties, and save me thirty thousand dollars, I will 
give you five thousand out of it for your fee." To work 
he went, and after weeks and months of severe labor, of 
thought by night, and work by night and day, he^Bettled 
every claim satisfactorily to the creditors, and returned 
the assets to his client in amount equal to fifty thousand 
dollars. 

This act was repeated by him, in different forms and to 
different amounts, and so won the friendship and esteem, 
not only of the clients themselves, but of others, and 
resulted in a lucrative business, and yet so laborious, that 
he found himself before the age of thirty-five compelled 
to retire from the bar to recruit a shattered constitution. 

His business often led him to attend the sessions of the 
Supreme Court at Columbus, in company with the prom- 
inent lawyers of Cincinnati. These journeys were often 
made on horseback, at other times in the old-fashioned 
stage-coach. The trip was not then as now completed in 
a few hours, and these journeys, occurring as they did in 
winter, were laborious and fatiguing in the extreme. 
Here, again, his old habits of temperance came to his 
aid. For no inducement could bring him to partake of 
the fashionable wine-cup, and he had made himself too 
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much respected to fear any longer the reproach of those 
who partook. None bnt a dmnken man would have ven- 
tured to abuse him for his course. He went through this 
fiery trial also unscathed, and proved himself by his con- 
sistency and self-respect worthy of the respect of every one. 

Early in his practice at the bar, we find him in part- 
nership with Mr. Nicholas Longworth, which partnership 
continued for several years, with considerable success. 
Later than this we find him associated with Mr. Moses 
Brooks, though this confinued but for a short time. The 
several years besides that he remained in the practice, we 
believe that he was alone. 

A short time before he left the bar a young man was 
indicted for murder in the first degree. The appearances 
were overwhelmingly strong against him, and no one 
could be found who would volunteer to defend him; 
while his poverty forbade the hope of any fee to him 
who might undertake so hopeless a task. After his 
arrest his aged parentg came from another State to use 
their efforts in his behalf, and if possible to save him at 
least from the scaffold. Several lawyers were called on 
by the afflicted friends to manage his case, but without 
any effect. Mr. Lewis was at this time preparing to re- 
tire from practice altogether, and the greater part of his 
business was arranged for that purpose. Moreover his 
health was feeble, and seemed to forbid any protracted 
effort, especially one of so laborious a character as this 
would promise to be. But he could not withstand the 
entreaties of the venerable old man, whom the counsel 
of friends had directed to Mr. 'Lewis as his best resort. 
He endeavored to associate with himself in the defense 
Mr. B. a prominent and successful pleader, but to no 
effect. " No man, in his sober senses," was the reply, 
" would link his reputation to so hopeless a case as this.** 
Thus he was left to proceed with the case alone. 
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Wben tbe day of trial came, every thing seemed 
against the nnfortonate prisoner. An important witness 
on his side had died on the way to the trial. On the 
other side, strong testimony, though altogether circnm- 
stantial, was presented with clearness and precision, and 
when Mr. Lewis arose to speak in behalf of the accused, 
there was every indication, even before he commenced, 
that his canse was lost. Adverting briefly to the testi- 
mony, to the fact that it was entirely circumstantial, that 
no man had seen the prisoner strike the fatal blow, he 
passed on to other matters of the defense. The jury 
shook their heads, the lawyers looked on in pity, and 
the Judge coldly smiled in approbation of that self-denial 
which led so reputable a lawyer to undertake so forlorn a 
cause, while the Prosecuting Attorney sat calmly waiting 
his conclusion that he might sum up the argument and 
pass to the next case. 

As Mr. Lewis proceeded in his plea the twelve men in 
the jury-box raised their eyes more directly to the speaker, 
and the smiles of approval gathered upon the faces of the 
most of them ; the lawyers leaned forward npon the ta- 
bles, with a more intense anxiety than they had. yet felt 
for the safety of the prisoner ; the Judge gave the fullest 
attention to the voice of him who was pleading for the 
hh of a man ; the Prosecuting Attorney seemed ill at ease 
in his chair, as if displeased at waiting longer than he 
had anticipi|ted. For the pleader had begun to exert 
that wonderful command he possessed over the sympa- 
thies of the heart, while tears began to flow, and sobs to 
choke the laboring breath of the listeners. The lawyers, 
the Judge, the whole court, and the jury were in tears, — 
all save an old man in the box* The case was not safe 
while his eye was dry, and for full five minutes the lawyer 
plied the weapons of emotion around his heart. When 
he came at last to speak of those parents, soon to return 
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to their desolate home, made more desolate by the mi- 
timely death of their son, of the widow who should 
m.oam her husband removed from her thns early, of the 
orphan girl, who shotdd grow up as the child of one who 
had died npon the scaffold, a disgraced and ndned man ; 
as he painted these scenes and characters of grief and 
distress, the old juror's month parted, the veins began to 
swell in his forehead, the hands nervously twitched, each 
in the alternate grasp of the other, till he burst out in 
loud weeping, a fall captive of the emotion that was now 
pervading every breast as a sweet atmosphere of love 
and hope. 

The plea was over, the work had been accomplished. 
The State's Attorney arose to reply, but soon sat down, 
nnable to proceed. The Judge gave a brief charge ; and 
the jury, without leaving the box, returned a verdict 
of guilty of murder in the second degree, and the man 
was rescued from a disgraceful death. Then had come 
one of those occasions he had longed for in earlier years, 
when a man should call him a deliverer; for he had 
saved a life, and preserved comfort and hope to the 
wretched parents and family of a man in danger of a 
felon's death. 

It is but right to add, that several years afterward, mit- 
igating circumstances associated with this case were acci- 
dentally revealed, of which Mr. Lewis had suspicion at 
the time of trial, — circumstances that to a great degree 
exonerated the convict from blame, and he was pardoned, 
returned to his home m another State, to lead a new life, 
and to become a useful member of society. 

We add a letter here, before leaving this part of the 
subject, which will sufficiently explain itself, and which 
will also illustrate that integrity and honesty of purpose 
already alluded to. 
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''GiNOiiiKATiy' Jum 17, 1823. 

" Mr. S., — Dear Sir: I Lave no donbt this letter will 
surprise yon, but I liope not offend. Candor, I think, 
should be the motto of every man ; and though it may 
offend some, I can not think that an honest heart, how- 
ever faulty it might be, would resent the truth, especially 
when it comes in the voice and spirit of friendship. And 
I take the more freedom with you, because I believe your 
judgment will induce you to say that, placed in the same 
situation that I am, you would do the same. 

" The cause of this letter is a report or statement, given 

me by our mutual friend, , whether true or false I 

know not, and the distance from your residence prevents 
me from making any inquiry : and by inquiring here, I 
might create improper impressions. The business which 
I placed in your hands, and the responsibility therefor 
that exists between myself and Mr. E.,* renders it neces- 
sary that I should not only avoid all danger, but also all 
appearance of danger. And though I am much disposed 
to disbelieve what has been stated, yet this would be a 
poor excuse to Mr. E. ^ 

** I have not heard any thing of you in relation to your 
character for the most strict integrity and attention to 
business ; but I have heard that you suffer yourself to be 
drawn into societies of intemperance and gaming. This 
may be false. I hope in heaven it is. I am not willing 
to believe that a young man of so much promise should 
voluntarily injure himself. Such a course will only do 
for those who stand beyond the reach of accountability 
to the world, and who from long habit are able to control 
themselves at all times ; and who are also able to sustain 
those losses that invariably attend the habit of gaming. 

* Mr. E. had a suit in oonrt; which by Mr. Lewis's adrioe, and in con- 
junction with him, he had put in the hands of Mr. S. in another part 
of the state. 
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But whether ae relates to yourself, the report is true or 
false, I know not. One thing is certain, namely, that it 
is reported, and that in consequence thereof, I have heard 
seyeral, who are your warmest friends, express the deep* 
est regret. And I have no doubt that when Mr. E. visits 
this place, he wOl think I have betrayed his interests by 
procuring from him a power of attorney to settle and 
receive money, to be placed in the hands of a person, 
whom, however innocent of the charge of gaming, we 
can not know at this distance. Under all the circum- 
stances, I have thought it prudent, and I presume you 
will not object, to join Mr. M. with you in the desired 
attention to this suit. The fee is sufficiently large for a 
fair compensation to both, and I-shall avoid censure from 
my friend. 

" Now, sir, I might have feigned some other excuse for 
retaining Mr. M. with you. But I would scorn myself, 
if I could be so far wanting in justice to you, and can- 
dor for us both. Friends should deal plainly; and he 
that tells me my faults in friendship, is to me a friend 
doubly dear. I declare to you that I should be rejoiced 
to hear that my fears in relation to you are unfounded. 
Froyi our short acquaintance, I have felt an uncommon 
interest and friendship toward you. If I am correctly 
informed, our commencement in the world has been under 
circumstances somewhat similar. We rely mostly on our- 
selves. If we deserve the esteem of the world, we shall 
be sure to obtain it. But vice of every kind must be dis- 
carded, if we would form a character that will stand the 
test. Friends formed in the circle of dissipation will be 
such no longer than we continue in their grasp. Many 
young men, when they launch into business in the world, 
suffer themselves to be drawn forward by the circle of 
pleasure, rather than to follow the path of duty and 
honor. Some few escape the dangers of life begun with 
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yklding more or legs to the allurements of that wlii^ 
wbile yomig, we often consider pleasing. Bnt by far the 
greater number of tbose who do not at the threshold 
resolve, and throngh life keep the resolution, to abstain 
from vice of every kind, find to their sorrow, when they 
come to cast* np the account of life, that they have mis- 
taken the road to substantial pleasure and honor. I 
mean that honor which I deem most valuable, namely, 
that of being a good citizen, and a useful niember of so- 
ciety, by precept and by example, and the honor of hav- 
ing the good and virtuous part of community esteem one, 
and feel confidence in him. It is the steady part of man- 
kind who search out and reward merit ; the pleasure seek- 
ing have no time for such business. It therefore becomes 
necessary, if we would be successful, that we should de- 
serve the friendship of the good. 

" This is written in the purest friendship ; if it is so 
received, I shall rejoice. And you can not, I presume, 
on reflection, hesitate on admitting the principles herein 
expressed. If you think I have gone farther than I have 
any right, and if you feel disposed to resent, I can only 
say it is all well meant. And I should not venture to 
interfere with you, if I had not spoken to Mr. E., in 
the highest terms of you, and thereby procured a case 
of some importance on my own responsibility. 
" Yours with respect, 

"Samuel Lkwis.'' 

We subjoin a few paragraphs of the reply to this 
letter. 

• * * "It is probable, friend Lewis, you may 
have heard reports of my becoming dissipated, etc., as I 
know some such reports have been circulated. As I 
always mean to be candid, I need not deny to you, that 
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th«re is some troth in tbe matter. I confess, with regret, 
that I have within the last twelve months sometimes 
indnlged a little too freely. Bat I have never incapaci- 
tated mjself for business, when I had bnsiness to do. I 
trast therefore that yon will ndt lose confidence in me, 
especially when I inform you truly that I have entirely 
broken ofif, and formed a sincere, solemn, and unalterable 
resolution to indtd^e no more. I consider you my friend, 
and would give a more full explanation of my circum- 
stances in a personal interview. Perhaps I may mention 
the subject again in another letter. 

"YovacB in sincerity, S.'* 

The following is taken from a letter to Mr. J. Tolman> 
dated June 9, 1825. 

"In this state there are more improvements going 
forward now than at any former period. The subject of 
the Canal has created a kind of enthusiasm among all 
classes ; and we anticipate with pleasure the growing^ im- 
portance of our State, and paint to ourselves its future 
greatness in the most glowing colors. We may be disap- 
pointed ; but we believe that the foundations laid for 
internal improvements will secure the success looked 
for by the most sangidne and devoted friends of that 
plan. And notwithstanding your age, I expect to see 
you floating on the Grand Canal of Ohio to visit your 
descendants west of the mountains. Our system of Free 
Schools, lately adopted, will contribute no small portion 
to our prosperity. I confess, I feel enthusiastic and 
proud of our progress, in every sense of the word, and 
doubt not, if our general government continues to be ad- 
ministered by men with views similar to the present, our 
future improvement will as much exceed our expectations 
as the past has done. 
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" Heaven only knows my own destiny. And I feel 
rather onwilling to speak of myself or my saccess : but 
my distant friends expect to kear something of it when I 
write. It is much as it has been for some time past. 
My new business, with my nnfinished cases, leave me no 
time for any thing else. I am determined, however, to 

a 

abridge my business, so as to devote more time to^ my 
study. I experience much inconvenience from having 
come to the bar too early. I hope, however, to overcome 
it. This rock I would advise all young men to avoid." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A LOCAL PBEAGHEB. 

"KITK. IiliWIS liad no relish for extravagant Hying, and 
-"J- always considered that his own happiness and that 
of his family were dependent npon the moderate and 
comfortable supply of their wants rather than npon the 
accumulation and enjoyment of a large fortune. When 
he had realized a sufficient sum to support his family 
easily, and famish him an adequate margin for the grat- 
ification of his benevolence, he retired from the bar : not 
to rest idly from labor, but to secure greater leisure for 
participating in such enterprises and pleading such causes 
a« in his judgment would he most conducive to the in- 
terests of bis fellow-citizens. 

Previous to this, however, about the year 1827, he 
first became connected with the Woodward Fund for Ed- 
ucation, to which we shall more particularly refer when 
the subject of his connection with the cause of general 
education comes up for consideration. 

About the year 1824, he became connected with the 
Wesley Chapel charge, Cincinnati, the society which 
then worshiped in the old stone chapel standing on the 
site of the present building which bears the same name. 
For this society he acted also as advocate when they were 
served with an injunction to restrain them from farther 
proceedings in removing the remains of deceased persons 
to make way for the new building. 

Soon after his connection, with this society, he was 
licensed %s a local preacher, against his protestations of 
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entire inability to hold that position. His snccess, how- 
ever, dining the many years that he retained his license, 
("for he did so till his death,) justifies the persistent pref- 
erence of his brethren, who saw in him great ability for 
handling the word of life. Frequently has he conducted 
the protracted meetings, so common in the Chnrch of his 
early choice, with snch success that many scores and even 
hundreds of persons have referred publicly to his labors 
as the means of their conversion. One occasion of great 
interest will be long remembered by many. A young 
lady had dressed for a ball, and whffa just upon the 
point of starting for the scene of anticipated enjoyment, 
fell upon the floor, and died in a very few minutes. Mr. 
Lewis was called to preach the funeral sermon. He com* 
plied, and the house and yard were full of people, for the 
young lady and the family had many friends. A multi- 
tude of young persons were present, and it was a season, 
as might easily be supposed, of peculiar solemnity. Mr« 
Lewis had no little difficulty in determining the theme of 
remark, but finally selected the words of Moses, as he 
prayed, '* So teach us to number our days that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom." So well selected was 
the subject, and so pointed and effectual the sermon, that 
when, a few weeks later, a meeting was held in the im- 
mediate neighborhood for religious exercises, more than 
fifty persons united with the Church, and made public 
profession of faith in Christ, a large number of whom 
referred to the funeral occasion as the commencement of 
their religious convictions ; and named the preacher, as 
him to whom they owed under G-od, their salvation. 
Some of them have since died, and gone to meet him in 
heaven. 

On another occasion, when a meeting had been ap- 
pointed at Ebenezer Chapel, in the neighborhood where 
he at that time resided, in Green township, a number of 
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ihe Ohnreli-meiiabers had assembled, amid tokens of 
heavy rain. The people were waiting for the preachers, 
and the showers were falling, and matters appeared very 
unfavorable. After some time of waiting, those present 
urged Mr. Lewis to take the lead and open the services. 
With, some hesitation he proceeded, and opening the 
hymn -book, read those beaqtifol verses, commencing with, 

" God moTes in a mjatecioos mj, 
His wonders to peifonn." 

He pronounced these and the following lines in an im- 
passioned voice that attracted the attention and arrested 
the sympathy of the congregation, when as he came to 
those lines, 

** Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling tiae/* 

the Sim broke through a rift in the clouds, as if to re- 
spond to the sentiment, so hrightly that all saw it. Their 
faith revived, their hopes were kindled by the rays ; and 
although the sun was soon again hidden, they went for- 
ward with zeal to the work before them ; and before the 
meeting was adjourned, after some three weeks duration, 
about seventy-five had professed conversion and sought 
fellowship with the Church of Christ. Some of them 
are now ministers^ and some are missionaries; but no 
one of them has forgotten the labors of him, whose faith 
failed not even amid the darkness and the storm. 

These were not solitary instances in which his minis- 
tenal labors were fruitful of joy and gladness. When 
traveling in distant states, and among struigers, he often 
lifted up his voice for his Master. And even in his 
native town, where, when a child, he had prayed and 
spoken for Cl-od, when a man he preached to old men 
who had listened to his earliest efforts to praise God. 
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As a preacher^ he was remarkable for simplicity and 
directness in his teachings. He generally selected some 
simple passage of Scriptore, and expounded it in a way 
that would interest and instmct his congregation. His 
sentences were, not bungling repetitions of the same idea, 
but each one conveyed some correlative, but distinct, 
truth. So that he could always keep the attention of his 
audience, and preaching with his characteristic energy, he 
aroused their interest in what he said. 

And as he never withheld any truth embraced in his 
subject, so he never went out of his way to obtrude those 
matters which were foreign. Church trustees might shut 
their doors against him, as they did in one instance, be- 
cause he fearlessly denounced slaveholding as a sin 
against God. Presiding elders might write to him, beg- 
ging him to refrain from the vexed question in his min- 
istrations. The pusillanimous tools of the slavery power 
might indignantly leave the house where he was thunder- 
ing against the wrongs of opprejssion. The rum-seller 
might rail at his fearless and masterly exposure of the 
lawlessness of his accursed traffic. All these things, 
and more might happen, but on he went, carefully 
searching the Scriptures, and then without hesitation or 
compromise, announcing what he found therein — ^and 
generally with effect. 

On one occasion, while preaching in chapel, he 

noticed sundry persons so laboring under fatigue and 
drowsiness as to be sleeping during the sermon. Having 
succeeded in arousing them from their slumbers, he chal- 
lenged their attention to one fact, that they were nodding 
in God's house, on the Sabbath day, while their steam- 
boats were in the act of being loaded at the wharf ; that 
they were here scarcely paying respect to the ordinances 
of their own Church, in their own place of worship, while, 
out of doors, those under their employ were desecrating 
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tlie lioly day, and, under their sanction, disobeying one of 
the prominent commands of their Master. The charge 
"was a true one. And so directly was it aimed, that more 
than a year elapsed before the preacher was again invited 
to speak in that pulpit. Borne of the members impli- 
cated, waited npon Mr. Lewis for an explanation. His 
only explanation was to call npon them to defend them- 
selves against the charge, the grounds and proofs of 
wliich had been furnished to him by his own eyes. 

His sermons, like his other public addresses, were 
highly suggestive, and furnished food for thought. His 
skeletons and sketches, when he made any, were such as 
covered the ground he wished to occupy. And yet his 
happiest efforts, in the pulpit, were such as were called 
forth on the spur of the occasion, and when he was 
called upon to fill some vacancy. This is not uncommon 
with persons of ardent and energetic temperament, whose 
minds are well furnished with some truths, and whose 
hearts are warmed by the glow of sympathy for a com- 
mon and suffering humanity. Landor makes Demos- 
thenes to say, "if Pericles had carried in his heart the 
fire that bums in mine, he would not have carried his 
hand in his bosom." And thus it is, Mr. Lewis's hand 
lingered not in his bosom or by his side, when he was 
speaking in behalf of the truths of the Gospel. Those 
truths found a home in a sincere mind that saw clearly 
the results of their neglect. With a power of analysis, 
rarely surpassed in a self-made man, he unfolded the doc- 
trines of the Bible to the congregation, in such a manner 
that they did not weary when, as was sometimes the case, 
his sermon lasted two hours. 

The last time he preached was on the occasion of a 
funeral of one of his neighbors, in Green Township, a 
lady who had suffered for two years with remarkable 
patience. After speaking for about thirty minutes, he 
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was mterrnpted by the spitting of blood in sttcb quanti- 
ties that he was obliged to desist, and return home. The 
writer saw him a day or two afterward, and can never 
forget the glanee of the eye, or the tone of voice with 
which he said, "I shall never preach again. These lungs 
have done their last public work. My labors are over." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TEMFEBANGS. 

MENTION has already been made of Mr. Lewis's de- 
votion to the cause of temperance. This was con- 
sistent and uninterrupted. His own habits, as we have 
seen, were strictly temperate : and long before any serious 
or important public efforts were made in behalf of this 
cause, he openly practiced and taught the doctrine of 
total abstinence from all intoxicating drinks. 

It was during the latter part of his connection with 
the bar that the old temperance reform began in Cincin- 
nati. At that time the temperance cause was as unpop- 
ular as some other reforms have been, before and since. 
It was opposed not only by those who used intoxicating 
liquors, moderately and immoderately, but by leading 
citizens, men of standing and influence, and, in some 
instances, even by the clergy, many of which classes set 
their faces steadily against, not only the reform, but even 
against the agitation of the subject, some because they 
thought the cause a hopeless one, others from different 
reasons. 

Many may remember a meeting held on this subject, in 
Wesley Chapel, in Cincinnati, a number of years since, 
when the cause of temperance was advocated by some 
and opposed by others, not only of the laymen, but also 
of the most popular divines of the city; some of the 
latter of whom, as well as the former, have had the good 
fortune, since that time, to be known, far and wide, as 

popular advocates — ^not only of temperance, but also of 

6 
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total abstinence ; — ^for in the early days of this reform, 
these were distinct parts of the subject. And it was 
rather the sweeping claims of those who were, at that 
time, called ultraists, that were denounced by the timidity 
of men, who were at hearts opponents of the traffic in 
liquors. 

Especially was the doctrine opposed, which called for 
distinct associations of those who felt called upon to 
labor for the reformation of the inebriate, and the de- 
liverance of society from the curse. Nobody directly 
opposed temperance in the abstract: but many saw 
"gorgons, hydras, and chimeras dire," in definite com- 
pacts and societies to propagate the doctrines of those 
who held that society had the power, and should freely 
exercise it to free itself from the burdens imposed by the 
traffic in, and the use of, those things which only tended 
to degrade man, and render him unfit for self-government. 
The community saw constantly its rarest and most 
highly endowed minds enervated and destroyed, the 
paths of usefulness and good blocked up to many a noble 
heart, and the poisonous cup, glittering with its gems of 
fiery luster, sparkling before the eyes of the young and 
• old alike. But there were only a few who dared so far to 
defy public opinion as to point those things out in all 
their terrible reality, and to direct general attention to 
the importance of a thorough reform. 

Throughout his life, Mr. Lewis never drank a glass of 
liquor, or offered it to others, though exposed in his youth 
to all the temptations which so thickly beset the poor and 
self-dependent boy, away from home, and surrounded in 
his manhood by those who thought it unmanly to refuse 
to quaff the flowing bowl. He commenced housekeeping 
when almost every one drank with their friends, and 
almost every sideboard was crowned with the decanter 
and the wine-glass. But no snch furniture was found 
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in his house, and no man conld ever lay to his charge 
that he had offered him a taste of aught that conld in- 
toxicate. 

When tlie agitation of this snhject first commenced, 
and the opportunity was afforded of laboring in its 
behalf, then with his usual readiness, and without paus- 
ing to consider whether it might be popular or unpopular, 
or whether it would succeed or not, Mr. Lewis threw his 
whole soul into the cause. Unpopular enough it was for 
a while, for it required years -of labor to bring it up to a 
position wliere the hopes of success assumed an appear- 
ance of plausibility. In the City Council of Cincinnati, 
of which he was twice elected a member, he regularly 
voted against every license to sell liquors, as well as used 
every effort to defeat such licenses altogether. This 
awakened considerable hostility against himself and those 
who pursued the same course. But popularity was never 
with him a test of the correctness of any principle, and 
in his min<t this as well as all other moral questions were 
to be tested by the sacred principles of the word of God. 
And it was not many years before it was discovered by 
the old- school temperance men, who thought that, in 
many cases, the moderate drinker should not be the 
subject of their care and reprehension, that, in this as in 
every other case, the whole truth was to be delivered ; 
that moderate drinking was the half-way house to drunk- 
enness ; that, if they would rid society of the sorrows and 
woe that were entailed on it by this great monster, they 
must lay their ax at the root of the tree, and proclaim the 
formula of total abstinence. Then the friends of the 
<iause multiplied. That which was before unpopular be- 
came exceedingly popular, and men were not ostracised 
^y public opinion who dared to vindicate this great and 
glorious principle. 
When the little company became a host, and leaders 
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were to be foand in great numbers, when associations 
were formed all over the land, and talent, and wealth and 
power were its friends, then it was that Mr. Lewis, whose 
only object was the triumph of the cause, and not per- 
sonal reward, retired from the more active positions, and 
took his place in the rank and file. Even here, however, 
he was always on hand at roll-call, and when the occasion 
demanded was ready to plead for the high and holy 
principles he had espoused when they were not the 
favorites of the masses. On such occasions he oftener 
dealt with the subject in strong appeals to the reason of 
his audience ; but no man possessed much stronger power 
when he chose to turn the argument, and essayed to 
arouse their sympathies in behalf of the unfortunate and 
degraded victim of the bowl. Nor was it only by his 
voice that he labored. His hand was ever ready to lift 
them up; and his purse was ever open to supply 
their wants ; the voice of sympathy, always stronger than 
that of censure or reproof, was heard by those, whom he 
considered more the victim of the seducing wiles of the 
manufacturer and the retailer, than the criminal, who was 
to be punished by contempt and scorn, as an outcast from 
society. 

As a specimen of the manner of argument he used in 
enforcing the principles of this great cause, we insert the 
following extracts from minutes of a lecture on temper- 
ance, found among his papers. They fail, as would all 
record fail, to show his power and energy in pleading his 
cause. 

'* I have been requested to deliver a lecture on temper- 
ance, at this hour ; and after agreeing to do so, I have 
been perplexed in my attempt to fix upon any plan that 
had not been literally ' used up ' by the many publica- 
tions and discourses ux>on this subject. The religion of 
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Jesus Clirist alone, of all the matter that has been 
presented to the hnman family, never grows old. Tem- 
perance itself may be dwelt upon, and urged upon our 
attention, till (unless great care is taken) we. shall tire, 
and its constant din will be irksome, even to its warmest 
friends. For it is a virtue within our reach, and when 
practiced may be fully known by us ; and to be con- 
stantly exhorted to be temperate, when we know we are 
already so, or constantly flattered for this virtue, will 
become as tedious as to be exhorted to love our children, 
or flattered for doing so, when we feel m, our hearts that 
to do otherwise would be the greatest absurdity. 

** Temperance societies have two objects; first, to re- 
tain the temperate, and second, to reclaim the intem- 
perate. But if I were to address you with all the 
eloquence and argument of the most skillful ; if I were 
to point to the sad havoc that this evil has made in the 
world, and paint to the life the extent of suffering pro- 
duced every day by its baneful influence; and on the 
other side to show how bright and lovely temperance is, 
I can now see but little good to be accomplished. All 
would agree with me ; and if my audience, instead of being 
temperate persons, were all drunkards, they would not 
differ. No one can be found to advocate intemperance or 
to decry temperance. You might be amused, perhaps 
interested, nothing further ; your opinions would be the 
same as when I arose to address you. And, certainly, 
if I regarded the labor of the effort, or my standing with 
you as a speaker, I would take the usual course ; for 
that head and heart must be cold and barren indeed 
that could not be eloquent on such a glowing and fruitful 
subject. 

" But as I profess a higher object, I shall attempt a 
course which you may think unusual, and, taking it for 
granted that you understand and al^or intemperance as 
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mach as I do, shall address your judgment and reason, 
rather than your fancy or your feeling. 

" And first, to inquire what temperance has done, and 
is now doing. 

''It has reclaimed many from drunkenness, and saved 
families from poverty, and orphanage and crime. I have 
seen the professional man that was a sot, given up to 
wretchedness and ruin, the mechanic and the farmer, the 
young man and the old man, thoroughly reformed, each 
resuming his respective occupation, and becoming the 
honor and pride of affectionate friends, and useful mem- 
bers of society. It has done one thing more. It has to 
a great extent broken in upon that barbarous custom of 
drinking drams for the sake of compliment, and thus re- 
moved the greatest temptation from our young men; 
while tho&e who have for years submitted to the custom 
for fashion's sake, are permitted to abandon it without 
disgrace ; and those, whose moral firmness has prevented 
them from a participation in it, have found themselves 
for once the leaders of popular fashion. 

** It has done one thing more. It has effectually drawn 
the lines between the friends of temperance societies and 
their opponents. It is not every temperate man that is 
in favor of temperance societies ; nor every intemperate 
man that is opposed to them. Some are opposed to them 
from fear of their popularity, others from dififerent causes. 
Some are friends on account of themselves, . some for 
their families, and some from patriotism. 

"What is temperance now doing? Is it keeping 
those that were sober four years since sober still ? Our 
own observation must have convinced us of the negative. 
Infant orphanage, and homeless widowhood, as well as 
your crowded jails, your increased criminal docket, your 
heavy and increasing expensd' for supporting and pun- 
ishing evil dders, abundantly prove it. These hands of 
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mine liave performed the last sad offices of friendship for 
soxae, who, three years since, were members of temperance 
societies. 

" Is it presenting our sons in every instance from this 
vice ? I leave the audience to respond. Is it lessening 
the number of drinking places of the diflFerent classes, 
from the common sewer of iniquity in the mis- called 
neighborhood tavern to those sinks of sin, crime, dis* 
grace and ruin called groceries and coffee-houses ? Let 
facts speak for themselves. Would it be safe to say that 
temperance is now increasing in this country ? I do not 
hazard answers to these questions ; but I ask you to 
ponder them well in your hearts. 

** The next question I propound is this ; does the plan, 
pursued by our temperance societies, for the last three 
years, promise to extend their influence to any considera- 
ble extent ? Let the history of the past answer. If, amid 
all the novelty of an interesting experiment, its friends 
have not been able to prevent an increase of an hundred 
per cent, in the number of the victims, while the increase 
of population has been less than thirty per cent., how can 
we expect now, when novelty has subsided, when many 
have begun to be lukewarm, and more still inactive, when 
the cautious are looking to see which side is to be the 
most popular, when a wild and indefinable enthusiasm, 
and impatience of restraint under even the most whole- 
some laws is making rapid and frightful marches through 
our land, when societies of almost any kind aj-e looked 
upon with jealousy, and when many other unfavorable 
indications are showing themselves, that with all these 
increasing obstacles, we can succeed in a plan that failed 
when comparatively unopposed by these things ? It 
were vain to hope for success, unless the friends of 
temperance are more active, unless we push the war into 
the enemy's camp, unless we occupy new ground ; and. 
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while our enemies are building high and su^ong batteries 
to destroy us, we defeat them, either by building higher 
and stronger, or by sapping the foundations on which 
their wicked influence rests. The fact is, there were many 
temperate men before a temperance society was formed ; 
these perhaps became friends; naturally many became 
decided; and, as the society worked it prospered. The 
pulpit, and all moral influences favored it, and much was 
done. But if we would meet the present wants of our 
country, our course must be onward. 

"If we must still labor, the question is how, and to 
what purpose ? To determine these, we must first recon- 
noitre the common foe, inspect the ground he occupies, 
discover what part of that ground it is practicable or 
prudent to attempt in order to his dislodgement, and as- 
certain what means will be most successful to accomplish 
the proposed end. 

'* Where, then, does intemperance now exist, in its 
different forms and degrees ? 

** First, it is found in your drinking places, where ardent 
spirits are sold. These may all be classed under the same 
head, though their parents, who bring them into exist- 
ence, give them different names, such as tavern, saloon, 
coffee-house, etc. ; these answer to that family, only as 
different names to designate the same thing, as John, 
Thomas and Charles indicate different persons of the 
same class. These are first in the class of the strong- 
holds of the enemy, and never would be sustained in a 
neighborhood till intemperance had a strong army to 
man and to defend them. It is here that the confirmed 
drunkard goes without shame or remorse to quaff the 
poisonous draught, and finish the work of moral and 
physical suicide ; it is hither he persuades the half-way 
drunkard to accompany him, while the latter, less accus- 
tomed to such excesses, looks on with horror, and shud- 
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deiingy woAders how a reasonable man can make a beast 
of himselfy and will not believe that he is pursuing the 
road leading to the same point of degradation, as cer- 
tainly as the magnet indicates the pole. He, in the 
meantime, sustaining as yet something of respectability, 
and influence, by his example induces the still more mod- 
erate and respectable drinker to join him, to assist in the 
'vulgar joke, the filthy story, the foolish ballad, the patri- 
otic song, given to retain the more decent part of the 
company, or some anecdote, wherein our illustrious men 
are slandered by having their names interwoven to give 
currency and interest to what would otherwise be rejected 
with indignation. And, to complete the connection, this 
most moderate and respectable class of drinkers exercise 
sufBcient influence upon some who are lively in disposi- 
tion, fond of conversation and lovers of company, to 
induce their attendance occasionally. And wo ! wo ! wo I 
to the man, especially if young, who does not early dis- 
cover the hook that is covered with such a gilded and de- 
ceitful bait, who does not put his Angers in his ears, 
and turn his back upon such a place. However much he 
may at first scorn, he will soon be attracted, and if he 
continues to look will then embrace, and having crossed 
the threshold will with great celerity press down through 
all the different stages I have described but faintly, and 
become, in his turn, the confirmed drunkard, covered all 
over with shame and crime. 

" It may be difficult to determine which of the several 
other positions occupied by the enemy is most destructive 
to the work or cause of temperance. I shall not there- 
fore pretend that they are entitled to precedence in the 
order in which I refer to ihem. I take them up as they 
recur to my mind. 

" Second. The use of liquors at public gatherings, such 
as raisings, elections, musters, etc., at all which places 
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much injoiy is done. Intemperance bangs ^n the out- 
ward walls a banner all covered with songs of joy, love, 
and patriotism, while a little farther on may be fonnd a 
flag worse than the pirate's bloody, red; it knows no 
friends, it never heard of, or felt, lAercy ; crime, and dis- 
grace and death are written in characters as enduring as 
the records of yoor courts in this worl^, and in the world 
to come eternity only will unfold the extent of sufferings 
thus produced. A thousand pages would not record the 
crimes perpetrated at such places, within my own knowl- 
edge, and I am yet a young man 1 

" Third.. The use of liquor at different kinds of labor, 
whether in the shop or in the field, produces incalculable 
mischief, by creating a taste, yrhich will not perhaps be 
indulged to excess during the time of active labor, yet 
prepares the individual for excessive indulgence in times 
of leisure, and when in company with persons more 
intemperate than themselves. 

" Fourth. The use of liquor in your houses, or as matter 
of compliment to your friends, a thing which can not be 
indulged in without producing the worst of consequences, 
and time will fail to tell half of its evils. 

"And Fiftb. I shall venture to put down the man, 
who, considering himself far too respectable to sell liquor 
by the glass, or to use it very freely himself, yet sells by 
the larger quantity, and manufactures. This class of per- 
sons will declaim the loudest, perhaps, against intemper- 
ance, and against what they call grog-shop influence, and 
the sins of coffee-houses. By what rule they consider 
themselves superior I know not, unless it be that by which 
one murder makes a villain, while an hundred makes a 
hero. If language fails to describe the moral guilt of 
the keeper of a filthy grog-shop, where a few galjons of 
liquor are sold in a day, how shall I attempt a descrip- 
tion of the much greater enormity of the crime of that 
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man, -who every day fills an hundred of these conduits 
of liquid poison, with a fhll knowledge that he is scatter- 
ing firebrands, arrows and death among his neighbors 
and friends, and even sometimes into his own family cir- 
cle ? At snch a sight patriotism veils her face to conceal 
the deep, deep blnsh with which her face is crimsoned. 
Truly has it been said, pnt a cent nnder the door-sill of 
the gate of hell, and men will be fonnd whose avarice 
TvHl stoop to pick it ont. 

^'I come now to consider whether the enemy can be 
dislodged from any of these positions. I can only say 
that this is as yet untried, though it were a consummation 
devoutly to be wished ; and I affirm, moreover, that every 
neighborhood has it folly in its power to lessen, if not 
MrhoUy discontinue the evils of the first four classes men- 
tioned, and this would effectually annihilate the fifth. 

*' As to the first named, I affirm, from my knowledge 
of the high moral standing of the licensing power, that no 
license could be obtained to retail liquor,* where twenty 
or thirty respectable men could be found who had patriot- 
ism and courage enough to present a respectful remon- 
strance, showing that public convenience did not require 
the sale of ardent spirits ; and this the more if it were 
proven that the principal use was to sell to the great 
injury of the neighborhood. This would effectually check 
and soon prevent its sale under license, and its sale with- 
out license would be prevented if the members of temper- 
ance societies have moral courage to perform their duty. 
What, say you, shall we become informers ? I answer, 
names are small matters. When our fathers fought at 
Bunker Hill and Lexington, to throw off the oppressor's 
yoke, they were called rebels, and a price was offined for 

.1 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I ' ■Mill II ■ I ■■ ■ I I IB^ - ,---.,-.--- ■ — . ■ ■ .^.^^.^ 

* Under the old regime the power to lioesBe persons to retail ardent 
sprits in the city of Cincinnati rested in the City Council, who gave suoh 
license or withheld at their pleasure. 
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tlieir heads. Had they faltered from fear or despair his- 
tory would have recorded them rehels still, and a t3^ant's 
scepter would have been swayed over them, without the 
power of resistance. But they defeated the enemy who 
thus branded them, and the world acknowledges them as 
the first of heroes and patriots. It matters but little what 
you may be called. These are the means the law has 
placed within your reach to rid your neighborhoods of ty- 
rants worse than European kings, of taxes worse than 
vassals pay, of evils too far beyond those of which our 
fathers complained to admit of even a faint comparison. 
And will you falter, will you fear the drunkard's laugh, 
or the joke of the time-serving oflfice-hunter ? If you 
saw your neighbor's house on fire, and his children wrapt 
in sleep, would you stop to ask permission from those en- 
gaged in drunken revels, before you would use that ele- 
ment God has provided to extinguish the flames ? If you 
saw a man exerting all his extensive influence in spread- 
ing the most dreadful and contagious disease, that was 
daily consigning its victims to the grave, and which 
threatened your own family with its wide-spread ruin, 
would you stop to consult his partners in such a nefarious 
outrage, or those who, afflicted with the disease, were 
raving with its maddening influence, or those who were 
sOently looking on and watching how they might profit 
by the cupidity of the one or the folly of the other ? No. 
If there is a spark of human kindness in your bosom, 
not to mention religious or patriotic feeling, you would 
take the most prompt and decisive measures, and use all 
the means that God and your countiy had placed in your 
reach to relieve your neighborhood from so great a ca- 
lamity. And let me tell you that a drinking place in 
your neighborhood is an open pest-house of moral and 
physical leprosy, more alarming than the worst plague 
that ever visited the heaven-cursed land of Egypt. 
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** The second, third and fourth, maj be noticed at 
once. On them we remark generally, that in most neigh- 
borhoods, the members of temperance societies and their 
friends may, if they will, exercise a controlling inflnence. 
And there are different modes of bringing that influence 
to l>ear. As this is a subject of more importance than 
any other, the salvation of our souls excepted, and even 
-with that, in many cases is it intimately connected, so 
every other consideration ought to give way to it. Your 
notions are too formidable to be slighted in person or 
opinion ; and if you would enter the breach on principles 
that would preclude the charge of selfishness, and uni- 
formly throw your influence with those men or that 
party, (if you are not already the majority,) who sus- 
tain for public office and honors, none who are intemper- 
ate, you will in one year produce a decided influence in 
favor of temperance. Let me not be misunderstood. I 
would not have the disciples of temperance enter the lists 
for popular office, and turn the influence gained to ad- 
vantage by securing office, profit or honor. Those, who 
become decided, and active and bold, must do so from 
motives above these. They must consent to labor in this 
field, as the minister labors for a reward that is incorrupt- 
ible and undefiled. 

"I take this occasion to say, that in embarking my 
whole soul in this work, I desired to be at perfect liberty 
to say whatever a sense of duty might require of me, and 
to stop the mouths of those who might ascribe to actions, 
acknowledged to be good, a bad or selfish motive. I 
entered into a solemn covenant with my God, and my 
own heart, that I would, under no circumstances, accept 
of popular office, either of profit or honor, as a reward 
of any services I might render to this cause. Thus 
pledged, I am at liberty to say, on the point last re- 
ferred to, things that might under other circumstances 
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appear indelicate. I would under no circumstances 
give my support to an intemperate man. I urge fur- 
ther, that it is our duty to avoid in every instance the 
encouragement of the use of ardent spirits, by refusing 
to employ those who use it, except under condition of its 
abandonment, and by refusing to deal with those under 
any state of the case. 

" I go farther, and say it is the duty of every member 
of temperance societies to see that their itons, daughters, 
apprentices and wards are kept as far as possible from 
the society and influence of those who drink from the 
intoxicating bowl. That mother who can look on witii 
composure, while her daughter receives the visits of the 
young man who uses liquor at all, is preparing for that 
daughter a life of wretchedness and woe. To prove this, 
let the daily exhibitions of suffering in the family of the 
drunkard be produced. Nor is it less dangerous to permit 
your sons to associate with those who drink, or to visit 
houses where ardent spirits are used. 

''Time will not admit of going farther into detail. 
My object is to prove that the temperance society must 
strike out new ground if they would meet the exigency 
•of the times. And what steps are first to be taken de- 
pends much on the place and the people with whom you 
have to do. It is a large field, however, where you can 
scarcely work amiss. 

** In conclusion, I wish to remind you of your respon- 
sibilities. Before these societies were organized, efforts 
were made by the ministers of Christ to put down intem- 
perance on Christian principles; two religious societies 
have always made it a part of Church discipline, and 
have generally enforced their rule. The people had been 
awakened to a sense of its importance ; and these organi- 
zations were encouraged and pressed under an impression 
that the monster intemperance could be no more success- 



SAMUBL LEWIS. 79 

folly put down by such measures. From that time you 
assmned the responsibility of the work. And though you 
have asked and received the co-operation generally of 
pxilpits and preachers, in labor and influence, you have 
claimed to lead and give a tone to the i^hole work. If 
the cause does not flourish, on you and you alone rests the 
responsibility under God. Think not your duty is done 
when you have joined the temperance society. It is like 
the Christian's course when he embraces the truth. Patri- 
otiain, love of your family, your neighbors, your race, 
and your G-od, all call aloud for your active efforts. You 
are the only people in the world to whom God has ever 
entrusted the powor of self-government. Think of this 
enormous power you wield ; that the humblest in the 
house exerts a more positive control over the ^present and 
future destinies of our land, than the proudest lord in 
Europe. Let then the half-million wives and widows of 
drunkards, with all the orphans made so by this evil, let 
the tears of parents doomed to see the sons of their pride 
and hopes made the victims of the fell destroyer, and 
their daughters humbled from the elevation always al- 
lowed them to the low estate of the drunkard's com* 
panions, let the murdered victims to drunken rage, let the 
awful warning of the many criminals filling all the way 
from, the courts to the jail, from the jail to the peni- 
tentiary or the scaffold, let the voice of the daily dying 
thousands, and the awful fate that awaits the impenitent 
in a world to come, let all these urge every man forward, 
and let the watchword be — action !" 

Mr. Lewis not only took groxmd against the licensing 
of houses for the sale of ardent spirits, but took high 
ground against the whole doctrine of license. He held, 
with many others, that it was contrary to sound morality 
to grant indulgences for that which was injurious to the 
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pnblic safety and general welfare of the comndnnitjr. 
Hence, he favored the adoption of that amendment to 
the Constitution of 1851, which was submitted to the 
people, and which provided that no licenses should be 
granted, and left it to the people, and to the legislature, the 
creature of the people, to pass prohibitory laws. In 
favor of such laws, he always voted, and always used his 
influence; believing that, while moral suasion was a 
valuable element of success with regard to those who 
were open to its power, legal suasion was as important 
an auxiliary, if not more ^cacious, with regard to such 
as would engage in such a traffic ; men, who for the most 
part, are regardless of the interests of morality, and the 
general happiness of their fellow-man, and whose horizon 
is bounded by the accumulation of worldly gain, without 
regard to the source or manner of its acquisition. 

Such legal suasion, he was convinced, should be made 
use of, even to the entire prohibition of the trt^c in 
aught that might intoxicate. It would be useless here to 
reiterate such arguments as he was accustomed to use to 
himself and to others, in favor of such a course. They 
were such as are by this time familiar to our general com- 
munity, such as are convincing to a large portion, and 
must sooner or later work out their full fruit in the deliv- 
erance of that community from their thraldom to the 
monster vice that has so long ruled over them. When 
shall this tide of tears be stopped ? When shall we cease 
to hear the sighs of suffering childhood, and abused 
woman, sighs awakened by the miserable degradation, 
and brutal maltreatment by drunken fathers and hus- 
bands? When shall the turbid ocean of alcoholic 
liquors have bounds put to its progress, and be driven 
back from its usurpation of the fields and habitations of 
plenty and prosperity ? Shall the worm of the still wind 
his folds forever around society, and fasten his fangs into 
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the best and noblest of our race? Shall our children^ 
our companions, our friends, always be snbject to the 
demon of the wine cnp and the decanter ? So bold are 
the enemies of temperance now, that every breeze wafts 
to our nostrils the scent of the poisonous bowl, every 
street and alley is made the witness of the debauchery 
and misery of the intemperate, the music of the Sabbath 
bell vibrates amid the smoke of the distillery, ''which 
^oeth up without ceasing," the fruit of plentiful harvests 
is i^asted in the production of that which can only kill 
and not strengthen I And these things in a religious 
oommunity, where prayer is offered, where the Bible is 
read, and its commandments known, where the power of 
bnman affections is felt, and human sympathies awakened, 
where churches are built, and the ministers proclaim the 
word of truth and salvation ! Shall these things go on 
forever ? Shall the din of party strife fill our ears forever 
to the exclusion of the voices of fellow-feeling and fellow- 
suffering ? Shall we not wipe off carefully this spot on 
our garments, and do something for the rescue of our 
families and friends ? Header, see to it. 

One thing appears to be certain, that so long as these 
reservoirs of vice and woe are permitted to be open, so , 
long will men forget their noble intellectual and moral 
powers, will disregard their origin, their duty and their 
destiny, and will seek in the excitement of the intoxi- 
cating bowl an hour of forgetfulness and dreamy joy. 
So long will dissipation, idleness and improvidence curse 
not only those who submit themselves to the polluting 
influences of liquor, but also the industrious, prudent and 
well-ordered classes of society, who must bear the burden 
entailed, not upon a portion, but upon the whole, of the 
community, where these vices are permitted. The deadly 
draught, poured into the sweetest spring, will poison the 
whole. Society is not, of necessity, a sweet spring. 
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whose gnsbmg stieams sparkle only with health and 
enjoyment. When the poison of intemperance is diffused 
in society, it finds strong affinities in the tastes and pas- 
sions of cormpt men, and is only made the more ruinous 
and destmctiye. The only way to keep the strong man 
armed from the possession of all that is dear to us is to 
shut him outside, and well fortify our social edifice 
against his admission. Then shall we have no gpraded 
Colleges of Intemperance, where the initiate shall be 
carried up through the degrees, from the least till he is 
sent forth, the full graduate of depravity and crime ; a 
graduate well qualified by polluted tastes and fiendish 
sympathies to entice the thoughtless and unwary into the 
same paths of yioe and ruin. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

OOSRBSPONDENGE. 

AT tliis point, and before entering npon the subject of 
Mr. Lewis's connection with the causes of Education 
and Antislavery, we shall take the liberty to introduce 
some extracts from bis correspondence up to the year 
1886. His correspondence alone, from the year 1830, 
would £11 a volume larger than this, and we have en- 
deavored to select such passages as may interest and 
instruct. It is mostly addressed to his own family. 

^SciTUATB, Mass., July 9, 1830. 
**Dbae Chaklottb, — * * ♦ I can assure you 
that my additional knowledge of the world and its ways, 
does not decrease my attachments to my own home, 
humble as it is. On the contrary, I am more than ever 
satisfied that the humble walk we have chosen for our- 
selves is more than any other calculated to secure domestic 
comfort. I say the walk that we have chosen ; for you 
know that to us was given the singular felicity of selecting 
our own rank and station in the world. And when we 
might have been wealthy, and run the round of fashion- 
able life, with the most fashionable, we chose to avoid 
greater temptations by taking a place in which we should 

'Feel not the wants tbftt pineh the poor. 
Nor places that haunt the rich nuua'i door.' 

I have no greater boon to ask, than permission to enjoy 
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the place we now occupy with vaj books and my family. 
Whatever ambition I may have had, to play a prominent 
part in the great drama of the world, is gone, nor have I 
indulged it for some years past. I would be useful to my 
family and to others as far as possible. * * * 

" Your affectionate husband, Samuel Lewis." 

''SOITITATX, AUOUST 4, 1830. 

'*Dbar Charlotte, — * * * j j^ave had some 
pleasant hours in the old church where I attended meet- 
ing when a child. Four of the old members only are 
left. When I arrived here, I found a report that I had 
become a preacher ; and all seemed to expect to hear the 
stranger preach. The first meetings were crowded, till 
the people were undeceived. 

"I could hardly restrain myself from attempting it, 
thinking I might do some good. For all here, young 
and old, know me, and have had my talents and virtues 
greatly overrated. By the continued calls of the min- 
isters and members, I did attempt to exhort on my old 
stand twice. I took an affectionate and interesting fare- 
well of my friends in an exhortation of forty minutes, 
the evening before I left Falmouth. The meeting had 
been so arranged that I could not avoid speaking, and I 
was not sensible how long I was up. I never felt more 
at home in my life ; and at ten o'clock I left the house, 
while the friends were still singing, 

'When shall we all meet again?' 

I felt serious, yet a measure of comfort was mine. I 
doubt if I ever meet them again in this world. Their 
kindness to me during my visits has endeared them to me 
beyond measure. The Church is now prospering ; it has 
a hundred and twenty members. It is in the fire but can 
not be consumed. 
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''I did not intend giving yon this luBtoiy, but it is 
do'wn. 

" Yonr affectionate husband, 

"Samubl Lewis.'' 

**WwaMUXQ, Anai. 20, 1833. 

"Master Joseph T. Lewis,* — Dear Son: I have but 
a few moments to write, and to inform you, and your 
brother and sisters, that after a very disagreeable pas- 
sage, we arrived here this day, in not very good health, 
^our mother has been sick the most of the time. I be- 
lieve that she would be well if she did not worry so mnch 
about her children. I hope she will be better when we 
get started again. 

*' Bemember my directions to you when I left. Do all 
you can to help take care of the children. Be very care- 
ful to remember your Creator; attend to your religious 
duties ; fill your seats at church in the same place and 
manner, as if we were at home ; attend to your lessons. 
Your parents feel anxious for their little children ; and if 
an accident happens, that this should be our last letter, 
attend to these directions as from your friends. Pray for 
us that we may be spared and brought home. May 
Heaven protect us and you all is the prayer of 
"Your affectionate father, 

"Samuel Lewis.** 

'' BoaVATU, JvLT 6, 1834. 
" Dear Ohablottb, — ^This is Sabbath afternoon, and I 
am entirely removed from all religious associations, hav- 
ing no means of conveyance over the distance of several 
miles to a meeting house, and, as you know, not being 
able to walk far at a time. My mind recurs to your situ- 

■ ■ 

* At thif time nine jean old, hii brother leren. 
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ation, just arriTed at home, all the childzeii aromid jou, 
with the greeting of many kind friends, li, as I sin* 
cerely hope, yon and the ehildren are in good healih, yon 
aie, in the scale of comfort, mnch moro favorably situated 
than myself. But remember that I am alone, and feel 
most deeply the absence of yon all ; and that, too, with- 
out having that loneliness supplied by those, who are, 
next to you, the dearest objects of my affections. 

** Deprived as w« are, then, of each other's company, it 
becomes us, as Ohristian philosophers, to make ourselves 
as comfortable as possible, and to use the best means of 
rational enjoyment that Heaven has placed within our 
reach. You have the children, troublesome comforts, I 
know, sometimesr But with all that, they are comforts, 
second only to the highest of which we have any earthly 
knowledge^ And I have confidence that their goodness 
will more than compensate for their follies. You have 
friends, of different grades in your esteem ; you have the 
means of religious worship, and the eBJ03rment of relig- 
ious society ; you have the comforts of this life ; and, 
above all, you have the consolations of religion. And in 
all these, let me hope, that the months of our separation 
will not be spent without sufficient enjoyment to keep up 
your health, and that excellent cheerfulness, that is in 
you so amiable, and so likely to impart some of its kind 
to those who are associated with you. * * ♦ 

" Say every thing kind to the children for me ; and do 
not let them forget to pray for themselves and for their 
faOm. Endeavor to enforce upon them religion, in its 
happiest light. Our responsibility is heavy on their ao^ 
count ; and renda:«d more so because it is so generally 
neglected. Their happiness, and ours as well, under God, 
depends much on our efforts. Let us hope that we may 
be able to teach them the way to immortal Hfe, that their 
attention may be early turned to the source from whence 
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all otor and tlieir help most come. * * * H«]» is a 
speeimen of the worid. This letter contains a little 
fnendship — a little love — philosophy — religion — senti* 
ment — and Tvinds np with the cold details of hnsiness 
matters, so that, however moist your eyes may have heen, 
reading the first two pages, they will effectually be dried 
on the third, before you are halfway down. Well, so it 
is. We are a singular compound of flesh, and blood, 
and mind ; and it ought to be our study to apportion to 
each its proper care, and support, and not to permit an 
over ardent mind to lose its balance by the neglect of 
either. * * ♦ 

** Your husband, with feelings that you will best appie* 
ciate by no attempt at description, 

'' Bamuxl Lewis." 

^Falmoute, Jvlt 22, 1884. 

"Mt Dbab Ohablottb, — ^Almost one month had 
passed away since I left you» when yesterday I received 
your letter, with the pleasing information of your safe 
arrival home in health, and of the health of our children. 
I have been absent before ; but I never felt so lonely, and 
i^ever looked to the hour that shall reunite us with so 
much anxiety. I am surrounded by friends and ac- 
quaintances, all eager to anticipate my wants, and to fur- 
nish everything that can add to my quiet ; but I can not 
fiud from home that comfort, without which I am, to 
some degree, unhappy. If I had one of the lads with 
^e, we could talk of home, and fill out many hours that 
sometimes hang heavily. I fear that I am ungrateful for 
the favors that are in possession. For surely I have 
the greatest reason to thank God for his goodness to me, 
And I know that I ought to bear an absence of several 
^eeks, or months, with more fortitude. Has not the 
I^rd planted a hedge about me, and saved me from the 
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storms of my enemies, and the not less dangerous storms 
of my own wicked passions. I sometimes feel encour- 
aged. I learn that Mr. who was hoarding at , 

when we were last there, on hearing my poor effort to 
preachy hecame convinced of sin, and has since heen con- 
verted to God. He is now rejoicing in the Christian's 
hope. This was comforting to me. If I should get to 
heaven, and find there happy souls converted through my 
instrumentality, it must sm'ely make even heaven more 
sweet. 

"I have a great deal to write to the children. Tell 
them that their father's heart is rejoiced to hear of their 
good hehavior ; and if they could only know how much 
my happiness and yours depends on their good conduct, 
surely their love to us would prompt them to do every 
thing that they ought, and to avoid everything that is 
wrong. And their parents' opinion of what is right and 
wrong should always he their g^ide. I am glad that W. 
thinks seriously ahout the salvation of his soul. Surely 
the Lord is good. Surely the Lord will hless our e£forts, 
if we are engaged in the work of hringing up our chil- 
dren for heaven. A great family in things of this world 
we can not, and do not desire to be ; but surely we may 
be a happy family. * ♦ * 

" Your absent husband, Saxuel Lewis." 

^Fi.AiKFiKLD, Conn., August 19, 18S4. 
*' Masters Joseph Aim William Lewis, — My Dear Som: 
Before this reaches you, your father will be on his way 
home, if life and health permit ; though it is quite uncer- 
tain whether his life will be spared to see you again in 
this world. As I have a forenoon by myself, I shall say 
some things to you, that I wish you to remember ; and 
they will be equally important to be followed, whether I 
live or die. 
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'^In the first place, yon must remember that you are 

young, that your chief business now is to learn, and that 

nnlesB yon engage heartily in this business, yon will never 

be useful or happy. I do not mean merely the learning 

that you obtain from your daily instructors. These 

brandies are important, but it is much more important 

that you leam correct moral lessons, that you should 

study to find out the art of pleasing your Heavenly 

Father. What you learn at your ordinary school teaches 

you ho^w to transact the business of this life ; your study 

of religion should be to learn how to do the work of God 

in this world, and live forever in glory in the world to 

come. The latter, to be sure, includes the former; but 

they have strangely got separated ; and the former is too 

often attempted to be taught without reference to the 

latter, and this makes it the more important that your 

minds should be well instructed. 

** If you keep in mind the fact that you are young, and 

that your business is to leam, your next point will be, of 

whom shall we leam ? You have been told, more than 

once, that, among books, there is none to be compared 

with the Bible, and that you are not to regard as your 

friends any who will teach you any thing contrary to the 

truths of the Bible. That, being the word of God, can 

not err; and there you should always go to leam the 

way to live and to die happily. 

*' But, though the Bible can not err, little children may 

err through their ignorance, and sometimes through their 

prejudices. And when they are at a loss to understand 

what they read, they should always look to God for help, 

and they should take the advice of their best friends. 

Now who, do you think, in this world care the most, and 

would do the most for you ? Yon answer, our parents. 

Then certainly you ought to confide the most in your 

parents. You acknowledge that they know more than 

8 
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yon do what is for jowc good, — and you know they liave 
no other object in doing or saying any thing that con- 
cerns yo«, bnt your good. This proves then that you 
onght to regard every direction or advice, given by i^m, 
as binding and of the most sacred character. Yon may 
not always see the wisdom or the motive of the parent ; 
and the duty enjoined or restraint imposed may be un- 
pleasant. But you must remember that they are wiser 
than you, and your good being their only object, their 
motives must be correct. You have seen your father too 
sick and weak to know what was for his good. At such 
times you have seen your mother prepare and giv« to him 
the most unpleasant cups of medicine. And in giving it, 
you never doubted that she loved me, and sought my good, 
as earnestly as when she gave me the pleasant food. My 
good and happiness have been her study for many years ; 
and she loves me as well when she is pressing me to 
undergo the most painful operation for my good, as when 
in health she is preparing the finest dish and the most 
pleasant amiKement. 

''Let this teach you to follow the advice of your 
parents, as those who best understand your true int^iest, 
and will invariably give proper directions for its attain- 
ment. Are you now prepared to plaoe implicit con- 
fidence in the advice of your affectionate, but feeble 
and absent father on this point ? Make up your minds 
before you read furth^. You are fast ripening into man- 
hood, and, in the probable event of your father's early 
death, you must soon stand at the head of his family, 
the support of your mother, and the guardians of your 
pretty little sisters. 

" Let me then earnestly entreat you to look with care 
into your own hearts, and see how many childish and 
wrong notions and haHts ought to be laid aside. If you 
make the examination, let it be with a fixod, and in the 
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strong^t^ of God, an unalterable resolution to retain no 
affection, principle or habit bnt such as God approves. 

*^ Liet not immediate love of pleasure occupy your time. 
There are studies that, to a well-balanced mind, may be 
made the most pleasing; there are occupations, useful 
and honorable, that will afford all the exercise, now 
sought in the laborious and ungentlemanly sports so 
often indulged in by ladB of your age ; there is, or may 
be, the highest degree of mirth and gladness without sin. 
Be careful never to appear haughty, but always be firm 
to decline any amusement or association where sin in 
word or deed is tolerated. That company of lads that 
has one swearer, one liar, one brawler or boisterous com- 
panion, is a dangerous association, and your father tells 
yon to avoid it, as you would a burning lake. 

*' There is no virtue Uiat so adorns the young as candor. 

Let truth be always your guide. Scorn a lie as you would 

the most hateful crime ; scorn every effort at concealment ; 

he not always babbling, but let what you do say be the 

tmth, spoked without disguise. If you make this an 

nndeviating rule of your life, it will save you many 

severe temptations to do wrong, since your candor will be 

Bure to expose you. If you do nothing of which you are 

ashamed, you will have no temptation to lie. And you 

ought to despise most heartily that boy or man who 

studies the art of lying to make gaping listeners laugh, a 

very common practice ; but a more despicable one does 

not exist. 

" Your dress wiQ probably be an object of some care ; 
it is generally the point where Uttle minds show them- 
selves. Vain parents will indulge vain children in ex- 
travagant and showy dress. This is all wrong. As far 
as you can control it, let your dress be plain and neat, 
liet monkeys and actresses wear ruffles and baubles ; suffer 
no article of dress on you that is not intended to promote 
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comfort. Do not desire an article tinnecessarily ex- 
pensive. If a coat can be had for four dollars that T^ill 
wear atf long and keep you as warm as one that will cost 
eighty get the cheaper. Always remember that those "who 
lead the fashions seldom pay their debts. And do not 
suffer yourselves to fix your standard in society so low, that 
any gambler or blackguard may rise above you, as must 
be the case if dress is sought with any object other than 
your comfort. Do not try to be odd, but rather dress for 
comfort, careless alike of fashion or oddity. 

'< The proper use of money can not be too early taught 
or learned. I would not have you place an undue es- 
timate on money, or believe that your happiness is much 
concerned in the amassing wealth. And yet you should 
early learn that it is absolutely necessary to obtain 
by your own efifort as much as will supply your wants, 
and save you from embarrassment. This will be easy 
if you are industrious and economical ; both of which 
habits will be acquired and retained in early life with 
ease, but if neglected till manhood, their attainment will 
be found difficult, if not impossible. You do not now 
work for your money, hence you do not appreciate its 
value. When you have money, however small the sum, 
and are about to spend it for some mere gratification, 
something that will be gone in a day or an hour, and 
leave behind it no good realized from its possession, stop 
a moment and consider what you could do to earn so 
much money, and whether you would be willing to labor 
all day to get twenty-five cents for such a purpose. And 
think again how many poor women would with that 
same amount of money purchase the means of feeding a 
family of children, crying perhaps with hunger. Money 
should only be spent for such things as are required for 
substantial comforts, and to supply such wants as are 
natural, not such wants as a corrupt society has created 
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merely for an exhibition of ostentation in their grat* 
ification. 

'* If yon waste your time, you are to a certain extent 
guilty of killing yourselves, for you cut off so much of 
your life as you waste of your time. There is no hour 
that may not be spent in the promotion of good to your* 
selves and to others. One hour lost is a favor slighted. 
Yonr honrs of rest should never be interfered with, nor 
your lionrs of refreshment, nor those of devotion ; these 
will occupy full half of your time. The other half 
slionld be always devoted to some good use, the par- 
ticular character of which must depend on circum- 
stances. 

*'I can say no more now. If life is spared I shall 
resnme this matter, if not let your mother finish the 
lesson. Bemember you assume an awful responsibility 
if you heed not the *ad vice of 

"Your father, Bamuel Lewis." 

''FAUfouTi^ July 9, 1836. 
** My Dear Chili>ren, — Can I venture to ask you all 
how you have followed the advice of your absent father ? 
I was glad to receive the letter that I did from my sons, 
and while they are proud of their advancement, in every 
tiling else, I ask myself why they do not tell of their 
progress in the school of Christ. Is heaven forgotten ? 
Is this your rule, ' Seek first the kingdom of heaven V 
Or are you bending all your greatest efforts after the 
pleasure that must perish in the using ? See to it, my 
sons and my daughters. You may not always have a 
father and a mother to advise you. Never lie down or 
rise up without prayer, and spend your time so that you 
may never fear to go to God. 

" Your father, Sascuel Lewis," 
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We see in tliefle specimens of his Ci^respoadence^ tke 
kindlj and religions character of his affections. His own 
great aim was the enjoyment of favor with his God, And 
the accomplishment of good to his friends and his race. 
No man ever lived more for the sake of his family and 
friends, and those enjoyments he counted as dearly boug^ht 
and of little valne> which did not accrue to the advantag^o 
and happiness of those around him. A man of wann 
sympathies, those sympathies sometimes, however, car- 
ried him too far, or rather afifected him too de^y. For, 
as is usually the case with persons of so ardent affections, 
h« was subject to depn»sion and despondency when hi» 
sympathy was slighted, or when at a distance from its 
object. We might quote from his letters many parages 
in proof of this. But it is not necessary. Every one of 
warm heart and ardent temperament has fdt the same. 
Whether we are to write it down as a failing or not is 
hard to be told. In the case however oi a person of re- 
ligious habits, it is apt to exercise its influence beyond 
this, and to throw a gloom over the religious feelings and 
character. Here, indeed, Mr. Lewis was on his guard, 
and although he might utter his fears and r^;ret8 in the 
ears of his family, they were not intended for the world, 
and to the w<»rld he never gave <hem. They generally, at 
the period of his life now particularly under our notice, 
disappeared and were forgotten when he came again into 
contact with the objects of his tenderest affections. For 
affliction and sorrow had not as yet wounded his soul 
by the withdrawal of these objects from his gaze. And 
as his eyes fell upon those whom he r^arded as the cen- 
ter of his future hopes of happiness and contentment, his 
heart would kindle up with joy, and he would shed on all 
around him a portion of his own estate of peace. 

We shall dose these extracts by the insertion of a let- 
ter of advice, given to his brother, when the latter ** was 
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abovt to start away for the fint time to pnrchaae g^oods ; 

to put him on Ms guard against the temptations to which 

he would be exposed." 

** CiMcninrATi, Jauuaxt 81, 1831. 

'* DzAft, Brother, — ^In the course of a short life, I have 
made it more than an occasional study how I might be 
of service to my father's family. What sacrifice I have 
made, and with how much success you know. The time 
to aid them with money has gone past; and whaterer 
may be thought by my friends, it is a fact that I have 
but little now, except my friendly advice, and sometimes 
my credit. 

''It is perfectly natural that I should regard you with 
a feeling not common for brothers. You were long the 
object of my deepest solicitude ; you were long under my 
care, and your disgrace or honor depressed or gladdened 
my heart. You have never been removed from my hn- 
mediate observation. There is scarcely a day for the last 
nine years but you have conversed with me; you have 
had the benefit of my advice, and that of your friends, 
whose disinterested kindness led them to feel deejay on 
your account. You are placed now on the stage, with a 
fair character, and with a credit that, properly used, will 
secure yon a future competence in honorable business. 
Against the advice of some of your friends, yon are now 
about to tread a new stage, and I tremble for your safety. 
You are naturally of a companionable temperament ; you 
are easily persuaded by a friendly appearance; you are 
not willing to suspect danger, even in the most dangerous 
places ; yon have the very disposition that one would 
select to ruin, and who having efiected the object, would 
laugh at your distress. 

'<l^or need you doubt the truth of what I say. I know 
your disposition far better than you do yourself, and I 
ha¥e no interest in speaking Aught but the truth. I have 
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passed the theater you now occupy, and I know its dan- 
gers, and how many have been rained by its snares. "Will 
yon, when you have left home, when none bat strang^ers 
are about yon, remember the advice so often given ? Will 
yon take this as the parting admonition of a brother, 
who, at the least, never sought to injure you ? And when- 
ever you are about to take a step that may possibly be 
wrong, then read this, and think well. Whenever you 
find yourself in company that is dangerous, then read, 
and act as if your best friend were before you speakings 
the language that I now write. Eemember your own 
family ; remember an aged father and mother, whose 
grief at your misfortune would be in proportion to the 
high expectations they have formed of you; remember 
your brothers and sisters, who are not wanting in the 
ordinary feelings of attachment. 

** I propose, as a rule to be strictly observed, First, That 
you use no kind of ardent spirits, on any pretense, or on 
any occasion. To taste is to yield, and there is no mid- 
dle ground that can be safely occupied by you or me. 

" Second, That you visit no theaters or other similar 
public amusements, during your absence. It is in vain to 
say that there is no danger. The danger is too great to 
be hazarded, and you can have no idea what the risk may 
be. Remain ignorant. Your brother has seen young 
men, who, in such places, have taken the first step to a 
direful ruin : and from a character as fair, and prospects 
as good, as your own, have in one short week become 
outcasts from society and a burden to themselves. I 
repeat it, visit no theaters or other sindlar places of amuse- 
inent as you value your life. Be honest with yourself, and 
with your God. 

" Third, That you play at no kind of game. 

"Fourth, That you spend every hour in your own 
room that is not required in your business. This will 
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Bare you from a thousand temptations. Take no pleas- 
ure walks ; this is a business excursion. 

" Fiftli, Before any purckase, make out your bill ; see 
what you have bought, and what you wish to buy ; fix 
the whole amount before you begin ; and do not allow 
any one to persuade you to exceed it. Purchase nothing 
that you do not want, merely because it is cheap. Do 
not lose your old friends. 

'' It is possible that this is the last time I shall trouble 
you. Your hrother has not many seasons to remain with 
you. That you may so act as to secure your best inter- 
est is the fervent prayer of 

9 « Sahubl Lewis." 
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CHAPTER X. 

EDUCATION IN OHIO. 

THE foundatian for the system of j^ublio education 
which prevails in Ohio, was laid hj the Federal 
Ooiigress of 1785. When the original states ceded to 
the confederacy their claims upon the wilderness of the 
Northwest, Congress immediately provided for the survey 
and sale of the western lands ; but, recognizing, in an en- 
lightened sense, that it was legislating for a public do- 
main, declared, on the 20th of May, 1785, that one 
thirty-sixth part of every township should be reserved 
for the maintenance of public schools within said town- 
ship. A township, under the United States survey, con- 
tained 23,040 acres of land divided into thirty-six sec- 
tions, each of which embraced 640 acres. Every six- 
teenth section was reserved. 

In 1787, Congress passed an ordinance for the govern- 
ment of the Northwestern Territory, and therein de- 
clared that "religion, morality and knowledge being 
essential to good government, and the happiness of man- 
kind, schools and the means of education shall be forever 
encouraged." Under the encouragement given by this 
ordinance to emigration, an emigrant aid society, known 
as the Ohio Company, was formed in Massachusetts. On 
the 7th of April, 1788, a settlement was begun in Ohio, 
at the mouth of the Muskingum Eiver by men who ap- 
preciated the wise and liberal foresight which Congress 
had manifested in behalf of education. It was the pol- 
icy of the Ohio Company to encourage religion and 
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knowledge, and in its first jsettlement, there was not only 
a preacher and a teacher, but its leading men recom- 
mended that a fund be raised for the general support of 
sclkools. 

Upon the assembling of a Territorial Legislature, in 
Cincinnati, in September, 1799, the Governor, Arthur 
St. Clair, advised '' attention to early education and in- 
struction in religious principles for the rising genera- 
tion/' In pursuance of his recommendation the subject 
of public schools occupied the serious consideration of 
the Assembly. But, excepting a resolution of instruc- 
tions to the delegate in Congress, William Henry Harri- 
son, directing him to secure a proper title to the School 
Lands which Congress had bestowed, no definite provi- 
sion for School interests was made. The necessity of pub- 
He education, however, was not overlooked, in the mate- 
rial prosperity of the territory ; and when, in 1802, a Con- 
stitution for the State of Ohio was formed, the sentiment 
of the Ordinance of 1787 was embodied, that "schools 
and the means of instruction shall forever be encouraged 
by legislative provision." In the Bill of Rights it was 
established also, that the benefits of the grants by Con- 
gress should be secured equally to all the people. 

The first Governor of Ohio, Edward Tiffin, was a de- 
cided friend of education. In his first message, March 3, 
1808, he congratulated the State upon its possession of 
large tracts of land for educational purposes ; and in his 
second message, April 4, 1804, special prominence was 
given to the subject of schools. From that period till 
1820, l^slation in reference to school interests was fre- 
quent. No Governor omitted to call the attention of the 
Legislative bodies to the school lands, and acts and reso- 
lutions for their management and disposal were the chief 
topics of discussion and dissension. 

It was the opinion originally, and perhaps the design 
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of Congress, that tlie grants given to Ohio wonld afford 
means for the maintenance of public education, without 
tax upon the citizens. But very soon after Ohio became 
a State, the friends of education became convinced, that 
no fund, adequate to a general system of public schools, 
could be raised out of the proceeds of public lands ; and 
they began to prepare the public mind for such legislation 
as would secure to every child an education equal at least 
to the common demands of business life. 

The most intelligent efforts in behalf of Common 
Schools proceeded from Cincinnati ; and most prominent 
among the active friends of that interest was Nathan 
Guilford. He published an almanac in which education 
free to all was persistently advocated. This almanac was 
not only sold by agents, but it was sent gratuitously 
wherever it was known that its arguments and appeals 
were wanted and would be heeded. Those who sympa^ 
thized with the Cincinnati movements held extensive cor- 
respondeivoe, and so decided an impression, in favor of 
free schools, was made upon the public mind, that, in 
1821, the House of Eepresentatives appointed a com- 
mittee of five persons, with instructions to report upon 
School interests. In 1819, Ephraim Cutler, who had 
been chiefly instrumental in securing a clause for pop- 
ular education in the organic law of the State, intro* 
duced an intelligent Bill for regulating and supporting 
Common Schools, which passed the House of Bepresent- 
atives, but was lost in the Senate. 

In 1821, a law was adopted, providing for the erection 
of school districts, for the election of school committees, 
and for local taxation for school purposes ; yet with fear as 
to practical results, the committee of five began its labors. 
It consisted of men who were earnest, and at the same 
time discreet. After a careful examination of petitions 
referred to them, and of the state legislation in reference 
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to ScIlooI Lands, they decided to recommend a joint reso- 
lution , appointing seven Commissioners, with instructions 
to devise a system of law for the support and regulation 
of Common Schools. The committee which made this 
recommendation consisted of Caleb Atwater, Lloyd Tal- 
bot, James Shields, Roswell Mills, and Josiah Barber. 

On the 30th of January, 1822, this resolution passed 
the House without a dissenting vote, and on the following 
day was as unanimously adopted in the Senate. Allen 
Trimble, acting Governor, appointed the Commissioners. 
They were Caleb Atwater, Rev. John Collins, Rev. James 
Hoge, IN'athan Guilford, Ephraim Cutler, Josiah Barber, 
and James Bell. The number corresponded with the 
nnmber of the different titles of School Lands : — section 
sixteen of every township of Congress Lands, — Vir- 
ginia Military Lands, — United States Military Lands, — 
Symmes' Purchase, — Ohio Company's Purchase, — 
Refugee L^nds, — and Western Reserve Lands. Only 
five of the Commissioners engaged actively in the 
business entrusted to them, N. Guilford and James Bell 
having declined to co-operate. The Chairman, Caleb 
Atwater, was directed to prepare three pamphlets to be 
distributed among the people, — on the actual condition of 
school lands,-— on a bill proposing a system of school 
law, — on the necessity and value of the system proposed. 
These pamphlets were issued and widely circulated. The 
system proposed was based upon the New York system. 
It provided an economical and advantageous manage- 
ment of the public lands, but made no provision for a 
fund independent of that which might arise from their 
sale or lease. 

The Legislature of 1823 was opposed to liberal action 
in behalf of general education. In the canvass for the 
State election in 1824, the questions of common schools, 
internal improvements, and an equitable mode of taxa- 



102 BIOGRAPHY OF 

tion, were discussed before the people, and a majority of 
the Legislature, thus elected, were favorable to these meas- 
ures of public policy. Nathan Guilford, although he had 
declined to act with the Board of seven Commissioners^ 
was not idle. To the Chairman of that Board he had 
addressed a letter, which was ordered by the Legislature 
to be printed, and which contributed in no inconsiderable 
degree to the awakening among the people, manifested at 
the polls in 1824. In this letter, Mr. Guilford argued 
ably that an adequate school fund could not be raised 
from the lands, and that a tax upon the property of the 
state was required. He did not advise any given amount 
of tax, nor recommend a plan for its collection ; but he 
appealed for enough to sustain free schools at least half 
the year. This letter, added to his previous efforts, on 
behalf of popular education, declared Mr. Guilford to be 
eminently fit for a legislator, and the city of Cincinnati did 
itself the honor to elect him to the Senate in 1824. 

Eecognizing a growing sentiment in favor of Common 
Schools, Governor Morrow forcibly presented their im- 
portance in his message ; and a joint Committee was 
created in the General Assembly, to which the whole 
subject was referred with the understanding that it would 
report an adequate Bill. Mr. Guilford was the Chairman 
of that Committee! It consisted from the Senate of N. 
Guilford, Robert Young, Daniel Harbaugh, and David 
Beardsley ; — from the House, of James Lathrop, Homer 
Hine, George B. Holt, and John Cotton. 

Mr. Guilford devoted himself assiduously to the mission 
with which he had been entrusted. He drew up a report 
and a Bill, which, after mature consideration, were ac- 
cepted by the Committee. It was well known that mem- 
bers of the Legislature were afraid to impose a tax for 
general school purposes. Mr. Guilford adapted his report 
to this fear, in such a manner that it would iniiaenoe the 
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people and e&conrage the legislators. The step proposed 
to be taken was of incalculable importance, and the 
responsibilities involved in it were well understood by its 
friends. The friends of internal improvements and of 
common schools stood together, and on the fifth of Feb- 
ruary, 1825, the Bill reported by the 8ohool Committee 
became a Law. Its success was not gained by speeches 
in* the halls of legislation, but by individual efforts with 
members, — ^by the employment of familiar arguments and 
personal appeals. In this relation Mr. Guilford was 
indefatigable, laboring in the House as well as in the 
Senate. 

When the bill finally passed the House, without amend- 
ment, Ephraim Cutler stood by the side of Mr. Guilford. 
He had been the persistent friend of the sixth clause in the 
Constitution, by which the encouragement of schools by 
legislative provision was required, and now he saw the 
spirit of that clause intelligently embodied in legal en- 
actment. His satisfaction with the result was expressed 
with peculiar significance. Turning to Mr. Guilford, he 
exclaimed in the words of the aged Simeon; — "Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according 
to thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.'' 

The satisfaction felt by these men and others in the 
Legislature over the passage of a new School Bill, was 
answered heartily by the friends of popular education in 
every part of the State. They had good reason for gratu- 
lation, for the Bill introduced an era in the history of 
Ohio. By a tax of one half of a mill upon the property 
of the several counties of the State, it provided an annual 
fund for the instruction of youth of every class in read- 
ing, writing and arithmetic, and other necessary branches 
of a common education, — it authorized the laying off of 
school districts, and required the election of officers to 
provide schools, and the appointment of a Board of 
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Examiners, without whose certificate no teacher cotilcL 
collect payment for his services. 

For progress so marked the people of the State -were 
not generally prepared, and in no small proportion of the 
counties the law was hut partially executed for ten years 
after its passage. During these ten years, the legislation 
of importance in hehalf of public schools was comprised 
in an act, passed in January, 1827, allowing sections 
sixteen to be sold where a majority of voters in a township 
were favorable to such a sale ; an act authorizing a special 
tax for building or repairing school houses ; another es- 
tablishing a six per cent, fund from the sale of school 
lands, from the sale of salt lands, from donations or 
legacies ; and an act passed at the twenty-seventh session, 
in 1829, increasing the general school tax from one-half 
to three-fourths of a mill. 

We have noticed that Cincinnati made the first prac- 
tical demand for legislative recognition of the constitu- 
tional requirement in behalf of public education. And 
we have traced from 1825 to 1835 a growing disposition 
in legislative Assemblies to render the system thus 
adopted effective. We come now to the third era in the 
school history of Ohio. The Legislature of 183^7 in- 
creased the county tax to one and one-half mills, and 
appointed a State Superintendent of Common Schools. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

WOOBWARD AND HUGHES HIGH SCHOOLS. 

TN about the year 1826, Mr. William Woodward, of 
-*- Cincinnati, called on Mr. Lewis for the purpose of se- 
curing his services in the writing of his will. Mr. Wood- 
ward was quite wealthy for those times, the property he 
then o-wned heing at the present time worth more than a 
million of dollars. He was an old friend as well as client 
of Mr. liewis, and during the conversation that followed, 
he declared his intention to leave a considerahle amount 
of his property for some henevolent purpose, and advised 
as to the manner and intent of the proposed benefaction. 
Mr. Liewis, who, even at that time, had the interests of 
education, and of the poor, closely at heart, suggested the 
propriety of founding a free High School for the benefit 
of those who were not able to secure a higher education 
in the Common Schools, and were unable to pay for it 
elsewhere. To this idea Mr. Woodward assented, and 
directed the benefaction to be bestowed for that purpose. 
After some reflection, Mr. Lewis suggested to Mr. Wood- 
ward the propriety of setting apart, at once, such prop- 
erty as he intended to bestow, and thus establish the insti- 
tution as soon as possible, in order that he might see 
some of its results in his own lifetime, rather than to 
leave it as a trust, only to be executed when he should not 
be present to witness those results. 

This suggestion was favorably regarded by Mr. Wood- 
ward, who, some time afterwards, called again upon Mr. 
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served alTont half a sqnare of land for the sehool boild- 
i&g, in 1830, the house was erected, and the school went 
into operation in the fall of 18S1. The income was at 
first small from the lands, bnt as they were subject to 
reyaluation in every fifteenth year from the date of lease, 
the income has since greatly increased. The nnmber of 
pupils was not large at first, but it soon increased, and 
the school prospered. In the summer of 1832, at the 
usual exhibition of the school, Mr. Woodward was pres- 
ent, and was addressed by one of the pupils, in a speech 
written by Mr. Lewis, and tears bedewed the old man's 
cheeks as he turned toward his friend and adviser, with 
thanks that he had been permitted to see such results 
from his action. This was the only exhibition he was 
spared to witness, although he frequently visited the 
school, and expressed his gratification at its success. In 
1833 he died, leaving this institution as a monu- 
ment of his benevolence to the poor of the city of Cin- 
cinnati* 

It was evident to Mr. Lewis, that many would attend 
the school who were able to pay for their tuition, and 
thus to enlarge the funds. In order to attain this result, 
the board arranged a scale of prices of tuition, advanced 
the order of Study, and the institution' took the name of 
Woodward High School. But in order to avoid the dis- 
tinction that might be set up between the students who 
paid and those who did not, the list was kept carefully 
out of sight; and, during the continuance of the sepa- 
rate organization, for twenty years, but three persons 
knew anything about the list of fund students, Mr. 
Lewis, the President of the school, and Br. Joseph Bay, 
Professor of Mathematics, and the Treasurer of the fund. 
Thus the feelings of all were observed, and not even all 
ihe fund students themselves knew that their tuition was 
paid by the beneficence of Mr. Woodward. This little 
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incident proyes that Mr. Lewis was folly as caTefnl of J^be 
ieelings, as of the interests, of the poor. And this indeed 
was a snbject of great interest to him, to know how to 
benefit the helpless and destitute, without making them 
feel that they were poor. '' The misery of the poor is 
their poverty, " was a saying he well understood and 
fully appreciated ; and his efforts were earnest and zeal- 
ous that the poor children of Cincinnati, and of the 
State of Ohio, should receiye a solid education in this and 
other free schools, not because they were free and thus 
within the limits of their means, but because they had a 
right to it. 

In 1887, this school was chartered as a College and 
High 8chool, and went into successful operation as such, 
continuing the work of sending forth hundreds of youth 
abroad in the land, who now fill eyery station in life, 
from the seat of the Senator to the sphere of the artizan. 
Very many of those, who were once within its walls as 
students, and who are now active as lawyers, physicians, 
and ministers, and successful as such, were on the list 
of the institution as fund students, and have won their 
present fair and honorable positions by the same patient 
diligence that characterized them in ** Old Woodward." 
The number of graduates was not large, though very 
fair, for the age of the school, and its usefulness was 
great ; while many now living continue to bless the well- 
directed beneficence of William Woodward. It is easy 
for the reader to see how much of all this is due to Mr. 
Lewis, who prompted the bestowal and the manner of 
this noble benefaction, and to whose diligent and careful 
watchfulness a very great part of its usefulness is to be 
attributed. The following extracts from the minutes of 
the City Council, at its meeting on the 13th day of 
March, 1833, will show how his relation to the school 
was regarded by that body, and by the citizens of Cin- 
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cinnati generally. It is an extract from the report of the 
committee to whom was referred the second annual report 
of the trustees :— 

"The committee can not refrain from expressing the 
opinion, that the interests of this Institution have been 
greatly promoted by the unremitted attention of Samuel 
Lewis, Esquire, President of the Board of Trustees, to 
whose exertions its original foundation is chiefly to be 
ascribed, and whose judicious and disinterested manage- 
ment of its fiscal concerns merits the thanks of every 
friend of this valuable seminary. 

"Samuel W. Davibs, Chairman*' 

Some years afterwards, or about the year 1848, Mr. 
Lewis was convinced that the sphere of usefulness of the^ 
institution might be greatly enlarged, and he applied in 
one or two quarters for a union with other funds, in 
order to increase its financial means, and thus give to it 
greater capacity for action. But these efforts proved un- 
successful, and in 1850, while attending his eldest son in 
his efforts to recruit the rapidly failing health of the 
latter, he found time in the midst of watchings and anx- 
ieties, to pen to Mr. Nathan Guilford a long and valu- 
able letter, whose suggestions will be more easily seen by 
referring to the letter itself.* 

"Pabkvillb, N. J., July 24, 1860. 
"N. Guilford, Esq., — Bear Sir: Aflaicting circum- 
stances have, for some years past, withdrawn me entirely 
from active participation in the educational affairs of our 



«It ehould be stated here that Mr. Lewis at this time (1850) was also 
an aotiTe member of the Board of Trustees of the Hughes Fund, with 
which he became connected about the year 1843, and whose interests had 
been faithfully cared for by him, as Treasurer, during the interval. 
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eitj, except where previoiiB obligation compelled xay 
attendance. These circumstances haye brong^t. me to 
this place^ and will probably occupy most of my time 
for months, if not years, to come : and as the period of 
my return is doubtful, I take time to sketch a plan that I 
haye seyeral times presented to the different Educational 
Boards of Cincinnati without success. 

"The time has now come when our city Publio 
Schools must be extended upwards; there are hundreds 
of youth who haye passed and are passing through our 
Common Schools, that demand something higher to fit 
them to become eminent in the yarious professions to 
which they aspire, as well mechanics and farm%8, as 
what haye heretofore been called the learned professions, 
for all professions should be learned, and all people 
should be learned. There are resources enough iix our 
city to do all that is required with but yery little, i£ any, 
additional tax, provided we could sink our individual 
projects and ambitions in the one great purpose of^pro- 
moting the public good and developing in the mo^per- 
fect manner the immense intellectual and moral power 
of our forty thousand youth. The influence of our city 
will be felt, hereafter as it has heretofore, in all the west- 
em country, so that what we do will produce results for 
good or evil that eternity alone can unfold. 

"I am willing that different sects, from the mother of 
sects to her youngest daughter, shall exert all their in- 
fluence to sustain their peculiar interests, through the 
support of their schools ; they enlist the energy of many 
that would never engage in anything more comprehensive 
than a sect; still they do good, the seed they sow must aid in 
producing that abundant harvest of intellectual and moral 
development, which is destined to astonish- even the most 
sanguine. But I go for something as comprehensive as 
human want, and for measures that are entirely practica- 
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ble» -while tbey afford all the adyantages of economji 
anperiority, and adaptation to every case. 

** ^We want, and mnst have, Oity High Schools, for male 
and female youth who pass through our Common Schools; 
these City Schools must be such as become the City of the 
West ; they must be, like our Common Schools, the best of 
tlieir class. We need, to meet our present wants, certainly 
one extensive building for each sex ; the buildings should 
be separate. It will cost ten thousand dollars to build 
each house, and say ten more for each lot in proper loca- 
tions ; taking forty thousand dollars besides apparatus, 
etc. When constructed and furnished, the expense of 
teaching, say six hundred, or any other number, would 
be about one-third more than in our present Common 
Schools. I can demonstrate this estimate to be correct, 
but have not time now. 

'* Now to furnish the means to go into this work at once, 
I propose to the several boards interested, namely, the 
City, Hughes Fund, Cincinnati College, and Woodward 
College, a united action, on terms to be agreed upon to 
secure this grand result, namely, the edttcation of every 
youth in the city. 

*' I would, as every body knows, include black as well 
as white, but I would not make it a condition, and if a 
majority confined it to white, better so than fail-i-I would 
support it. 

'' Let us who control separate funds, ask ourselves what 
our separate action will produce. I know the result of 
many years ardent labor in this field ; the boards, in which 
I hold a seat, control most of this interest. We have 
done in the Woodward College all that could be done, 
and that was great good. I am satisfied with the results 
so far, but they were results only such as could be ex- 
pected from our plan ; our plan is too narrow, experience 
has taught it ; our funds are now large and increasing^ 
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and our past plan will not answer for the future ; we can 
do much, very much, separately, but not as much as by 
combining with other interests. We have no,w at least 
$175,000 worih of property, but I hesitate not to say 
that in the condition of society we can not make it do all 
its work in a separate organization ; our income is now 
$4,800 per year, from ground rents, besides our building 
and lot, worth at least $30,000 more ; and our revalua- 
tions will go on, so that in twelve years our ground rents 
must produce at least $12,000 per year ; making it clear 
that if any city institution is independent, ii is ours, and 
it is therefore the more proper thrft such a proposition 
should come from a member of this board. I turn to the 
Hughes Fund, where I have also a seat; this fund is 
worth from $50,000 to $60,000 ; it consists in property 
leased out, worth, say $38,000, a lot purchased for a 
building site worth $15,000, and some $12,000 money at 
interest ; and if with our large resources in the Wood- 
ward Fund we can not do all that should be done, certainly 
with our limited Hughes Fund there is still more reason 
for union. 

" The Cincinnati College property, I assume, is worth 
$60,000 over and above her debts, it may be much more, 
but not enough to effect any separate work, worthy of our 
beloved city. Now the lot of the Hughes Trustees is in 
the exact spot where a City Female High School ought to 
be located, and the funds on hand are sufficient to build 
the house, and the groond rents, about two thousand 
dollars per year, could go so far towards its support. 

''The Woodward location is east of central, but might 
well stand as one location; and as youth attending would 
be well grown, a half mile or mile walk would be no 
objection ; another, in the western part of the city, must 
soon be secured, and then all would be equally accommo* 
dated for distance. The Woodward lot is large, 200 by 
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210 feet, snrroTinded by alleys and retired streets ; it lias 
now a building that could be used at once to accommo- 
date say 300 youth, and the city could erect immediately 
a large building on the same lot so as to accommodate 
any nnnaber, while the Woodward income would go far 
to support the whole establishment. The only condition 
that we ought to require of the city is, that she shall add 
to wliat we furnish, enough to secure to every child a 
Common School education, and every one who shall pass 
tbrougli the Common Schools, and request it, a place in 
the respective High Schools ; in this way we shall have ac- 
complished fully the purposes of our endowments, namely, 
the education of all the poor; and, while the rich and 
poor are educated together, associations and sympathies 
will be formed that will prevent forever all hostility 
between classes of the same community, an advantage 
of itself, worth more than all the expense of universal 
education. 

*'I have not estimated any immediate revenue from 
Cincinnati College, but if they would come into the 
measure, they would ultimately add largely to our reve- 
nue, and probably still more to the moral power of the 
enterprise. 

" I have anxiously looked to such a measure for many 
years, and am fully satisfied that there is no legal impedi- 
ment ; and though I can not speak for all, the Woodward 
Board feel confident that they would enter into the 
arrangement ; and you know that the Hughes Board, 
when I propounded the question, agreed to it if it could 
be done without personal loss. 

"It remains for the Cincinnati College and the City 
Board to concur, if I am right as to the others. You are 
in a condition to press the matter in the proper quarters ; 
and though I can do but little more in this world, I shall 

leave it with more comfort, if, among my last acts, I 

10 ' 
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join in the consammatioB of a pl«i so well calcnliited to 
promote the honor, the prosperity, and happiness of the 
human familj. 

'' On looking over ihese sheets ihey do not satisfy me 
either in matter or mann^^ but I have no time to make 
them better, and yon perhaps can gadier my views. The 
time of my return is donbtfnl ; my mission is to watch 
the ajQfticted both here and there. 

** BespectfuUy yonrs, Samuel Lkwis." 

We add also the reply of Mr. Gnilford to this admi- 
rable letter. Mr. Gnilford fidly appreciated the position 
and wishes of Mr. Lewis, and embraced his suggestions 
in good earnest. 

" CiNOiNKAn, August 1, 1860. 
" Samurl Lewis, Esq., — Dear Sir: I can not express to 
yon how mnch I was gratified at the receipt of your long, 
patriotic, and every w&y satisfactory communication. It 
is jnst what I wished, and what, from your enlightened 
views upon the great subject of education, I had a right 
to expect. It perfectly corresponds with the views I 
have for several years entertained upon the subject of 
these donations. After reading it for the third time, 
I attended a meeting of the Board of Visitors, and as 
soon as they were through with the business before them« 
I rose, told the Board that I had received a commnni- 
cation from you which I deemed of so much importance, 
that I begged the privilege of reading it to them, which 
was granted. The Board expressing a wish to retain 
the letter and have it put upon file, I granted the per- 
mission. They then by special resolution referred it to 
a committee of five, to act in conjunction with the 
superintendent, to inquire and report what can be done 
in the premises. 
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** Some of them expressed doubts whether yoa wonld 
be Able to obtain the consent of the other members of the 
'Woodward Board to your noble scheme. I told them 
yon could carry it, if yon once set about it; that the 
arguments in its favor were so many and so evident, that 
ixo man oi good sense^ who could be made fully to 
understand it, jvould withhold his assent. And now, 
my dear sir, let us strike while the iron is hot. Let 
us go to work in earnest, and endeavor, by some just 
and practicable means, to bring it about. You speak 
of ill healthy and I am getting old. Let us not close 
our eyes upon this world till we have the satisfaction 
of seeing it accomplished. It would be the crowning 
and most glorious act of our lives. Should we fail to 
accomplish it, I fear it would never be done. As it 
is, we shaU have much to encounter, to overcome the 
doubtSy and scruples, and waywardness of the different 
boards, and individuals^ whose assent must be obtained 
to it. For I never knew a plan yet ever so feasible, 
benevolent, and unobjectionable, as not to meet with 
opposition from aome one. I wish you could be here 
that you might lend youjr powerful influence, and that 
we might act in conjunction. I liave spoken to Judge 
Walker, who thinks that the injunction can easily be 
dissolved^ and all suits dismissed, pending against the 
Hughes Trustees. I have spoken to Mr. Green, Presi- 
dent, and John Backer, Principal Agent, of the Cincinnati 
College, of the plan you propose in relation to that insti- 
tution. But as the idea was new to them, they simply 
made inquiries withont expresQ^ing any decided opinion. 

" But as they are both liberal and intelligent men, I 
think there can be no doubt of their hearty co-operation 
when they shall come perfectly to understand the beauty 
and appropriateness of the whole scheme. 

"You say that you cwi fi?c upon no particular time 
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for jonr return to the city — ^being ou a mission of duty 
to the afiflicted, calculated to absorb all other considera- 
tions. I deeply and sincerely sympathize ^th yon^ and 
your dear son, in the necessity which impels you both 
thus to forego the pleasuies of home in search of that 
health, for which those who enjoy it can not be too 
thankful, and which I ardently hope may be restored 
to you and yours. 

'• As ever, your friend, Nathan GmLPORD." 

This correspondence was followed by very important 
results. The Board of the Cincinnati College declined 
to co-operate, but the Hughes Board, and City Board 
regarded the suggestions with great favor. After a long 
and careful discussion, in these Boards and in the City 
Council, a basis of negotiation was formed, a plan of 
union was carefully drawn up and submitted to the Leg- . 
islature, which authorized the union, and in due process 
of time the Union Board of High Schools was formed. 
With the funds of the Hughes Board assisted by the city, 
a lot was bought on Fifth-street in the western part of 
the city, and a building erected sufficient to accommodate 
the Central School pupils, and any others who might be 
admitted. The eastern school was organized in the fall 
of 1851, in the Woodward house, which served till the 
fall of 1854, when it was found necessary to furnish die 
new house, which the City Council had agreed to erect. 
This building was commenced on the 28th day of July, 
1854, and the first load of dirt was drawn from the 
ground, on the very day that Samuel Lewis breathed his 
last. He was not permitted to see any part of the work 
to whose completion he had so long and so anxiously 
looked. 

The Woodward building was completed and occupied 
by the school on the 2d day of January, 1856, preceded 
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hy a public, dedication, at whioli full justice was done to 
the labors and virtues of the departed. In the large hall 
hung tbe portraits of William Woodward, the heneficent 
founder, and of Samuel Lewis, the faithful and lahorious 
friend of tbe institution. Many persons supposed that 
this Bcbool was losing its dignity and character by this 
union, bnt Mr. Lewis urged that its character was ele- 
vated, and its dignity enhanced, when it thus became a 
part of tbe grand whole by which the education of the 
entire people was secured, that a great end was attained 
when it conld be safely said that no child in Cincinnati 
need go v^ithout a high school education. The school 
buildings are choice specimens of architecture, and admi- 
rably adapted to all the necessities of a school, lacking 
no convenience, while no effort is spared to give it the 
highest excellence. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

FIBST YEAR AS S U PERIN TBNDB9T. 

VE now letnni to the year 1831, at which time a Ool* 
lege of Teachers was organized in Cincinnati. Its 
declared object was, 'Ho promote by every laudable means 
the difiiision of knowledge in regard to education, and 
especially by desiring to elevate the character and profes- 
sion of teachers to their jost intellectual and moral influ- 
ence in the community." This college held annual meet- 
ings, at which addresses were delivered and discussions 
held, by the most eminent scholars and teachers in the 
Mississippi Valley. Such men as Albert Picket, Alez- 
ander Kinmont, Edward D. Mansfield, John P. Foote, 
Joseph Bay, Daniel Drake, Alexander Campbell, D. L. 
Talbott, Milo G. Williams, William H. M'GuflFey and 
Samuel Lewis, with others of equal ability and note, 
took part in its proceedings, preparing elaborate reports, 
participating in its discussions, and sending forth elo- 
quent appeals in favor of the education of the people, 
as the best method of securing their prosperity, and as 
the surest safeguard against the decline and ruin of their 
liberties.* 

Their proceedings were characterized by eminent zeal 
and practical wisdom ; and it being a part of the plan 

* The OoUege of Teachers possessed vigor and general interest till 1841, 
after which time its proceedings were no longer puhlished, and it Ian* 
gnished. In 1845 it ceased to exist. Its influence still lives, and the 
memory of generous men who labored in it will be preserved as long as 
the people of Ohio take pride in educational progress. 
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of the Oollege to publish an annual volume comprifiing a 
report of the discussions and the discouraee, educational 
men throughout the West were instructed and stimulated 
in a manner decidedly advantageous through its influ- 
ences. In answer to these influences, movements were 
had in northern Ohio, which met response in Cincinnati 
and vicinity, and which resulted in a series of Educa- 
tional Conventions. These assemblies did not hesitate 
to demand better management of Common School affairs, 
and better support of the schools themselves, than had 
yet been witnessed in Ohio. 

We should be glad to quote at length from the ad- 
dresses and reports of Mr. Lewis, read and delivered 
before this College, but as we intend to present free 
extracts from his annual reports as Superintendent of 
Common Schools in Ohio, from which reports may be 
gathered fully his views on the different departments 
of education, we forbear at present. These reports read 
before the College were upon such subjects as ''The best 
method of establishing and forming Common Schools in 
the West," "The causes of the fluctuation of schools,—^ 
The evils and remedy thereof," "The expediency <rf 
adapting Common School education to the entire wanta 
of the community." These were all practical subjects, 
and were treated by him in a practical manner. A pas- 
sage from his report on " the flnctuation in schools " is» 
however, too characteristic, as well as important to be 
omitted. 

*' The question submitted is a grave one ; in the lan- 
guage of a public teacher, ' it is one of the moat serious 
evils in public if not in private schools ;' its discussion 
leads directly to what may seem to be a small matter, and 
yet it is just this kind of matter that must be canvassed 
and well understood before any great improvement can 
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be made. Wliile I look with, pride and extdtation at 
the colleges that are springing np and flourishing in onr 
land, as indispensable institutions in a land of freedom, 
I confess I look with still more anxiety to the common 
and private schools.* Colleges may flourish and the 
people be slaves. Greneral education can not be sus- 
tained except in an enlightened, free and religious com- 
munity ; nor can such a community exist without snch 
an education. And while I yield to my educated friends 
the more pleasant, popular and honorable task of dis- 
cussing those subjects that are connected with the 
higher departments of learning, I am content that 
you shall, in time to come as in time past, require my 
services in what may be called the operative's depart- 
ment.** 

It was in answer to the demand prompted by the dis- 
cussion of the College of Teachers, at least in part, that 
early in the first session of the thirty-fifth Legislature, 
Mr. Alfred Kelly, of Franklin county, introduced a reso- 
lution in the lower house instructing the standing com- 
mittee on Schools to inquire into the expediency of 
creating the office of Superintendent of Common Schools. 
W. B. Vanhook, of Butler, was the chairman of that 
committee. On the 27th of January, 1837, he reported 
in favor of the office, and presented a bill, defining the 
duties of the officer. This bill was not received with 
favor ; indeed it met with decided opposition. But a few 
friends valiantly and ably supported it, and on the 10th 
of February it passed the House by a vote of 35 yeas to 
34 nays. 

In the Senate, the bill met with more favor than in the 

*In another place, Mr. Lewis remarks, ''Common Schools, sir, are in 
&ct the people's eollegef and the only college they hare ; but, sir, we mnit 
endow this college, if we expect it to be useful." 
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House. Withont a call for ihe yeas and nays, it pasted 
that body on the 22d of March. A few days subeeqnent 
to its passage, Senator Price, of Hamilton County, offered 
a resolution appointing Samuel Lewis to the office which 
liad just been created. This resolution was laid upon the 
table at that time, but, on the 30th of March, was taken 
up and passed. On the following day it passed the 
House. The merits of a number of prominent gentlemen 
had been canvassed for the new office, but the manner in 
'which Mr. Lewis w&s appointed by the Legislature assured* 
him that a large majority of that body had decided confi- 
dence in his zeal and capacity. He was voted a salary 
of five hundred dollars, and his duties were defined to be, 
careful inquiry into the condition of public schools, and 
an examination of school funds and their use, — ^with 
advice and suggestions upon the better management of 
school monies, and upon the improvement and wider 
extension and usefulness of the educational system of the 
State. 

The discussions upon the propriety of the office of 
State Superintendent of Common Schools had, while 
showing reasonable success for the school system of the 
State, exposed pressing need for executive management 
in the enforcement of the laws. Not only that ; it was 
evident as well that personal influence and encouragement 
were required, in many counties, to induce the people to 
take any active interest whatever in deriving from the 
l|fcws the advantages they were designed to secure. 

In 1835 the Legislature passed a bill, requiring County 
Auditors to report to the . State Auditor the number of 
school children in the several counties, with other items 
of general interest. Thirty-three only responded to this 
demandy and from a majority of these the returns were 
imperfect and unsatisfactory. Knowing the fact, and 

having other knowledge respecting the inattention on the 

11 
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part of the people to school advantages, Mr. Lewis 
hesitated to accept the office to which he had been ap= 
pointed, not from want of disposition to serve the cause 
of education, but because he "feared that he did not 
possess the peculiar gifts required for permanent useful- 
ness." However, at the urgent solicitation of the friends 
of Common Schools, and assured of the approbation of 
those personal friends whose advice he sought, and after 
mature conferences with Governor Vance, he decided to 
accept the office, and undertake the* discharge of the 
duties involved. 

It was now early Spring, In the following winter he 
was expected to prepare a report to the Legislature, and 
upon that report the interests of Common Schools would 
chiefly depend, in so far as the Legislature of 1837—8 
controlled those interests. What Mr. Lewis accomplished 
between the time of his acceptance of the office and 
meeting of the Legislature in December, 1887, will be 
best exhibited by extracts from his first report dated 
January 9th, 1838. 

During this time, he traveled extensively through the 
State, beside a journey to the East on his own private 
business, and a large correspondence which he felt it his 
duty to initiate, as well to inform others of what Ohio 
was doing on the subject of Schools, as to ascertain 
more fully the details and bearings of the diflferent sys- 
tems adopted by various states. In September of this 
year, he delivered an address on Education before the 
Ohio Annual Conference, then in session at Xenia, by 
the requejst of that body. He also addressed an associa- 
tion of Presbyterian ministers at Springfield, a short 
time after, upon the same general subject. The work 
of more than one year was crowded into a veiy few 
months. His visits were chiefly to the eastern and 
southern portions of the State. At Cleveland he writes : 
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**I arrived here to-day almost worn down ; have rode* on 
an average twenty-six miles a day, this w^k. I gen- 
erally spend three or four hours a day in conversation, 
answering questions, giving explanations, and making 
suggestions. It is harder than it would he to deliver an 
address every day an hour and a half long. * * * I 
fear you overvalue my eflforts, as well as other friends, 
which will add to disappointments ; for still I can hardly 
see what I do. I shall, however, do my hest. I leave here 
on IVJ^onday, if health permit, and shall get along as fast 
as I can to Columhus, visiting on my route, as I suppose, 
about sixteen counties, and reaching Columhus, I hope, 
by the 28th inst.f The task before me is so great, that 
with all my time and close attention, I shall hardly be 
able to get through." 

Again he writes under date of November 15th : " On 
Saturday last, I delivered an address at Canton, and after 
riding twenty-six miles on Monday, spoke in the evening 
to a large audience, and I believe did good. * * * I 
work hard, day and night, and find it a kind of up-hill 
business. If men would only do something, even in op- 
position, it would be better than it is. Almost every man 
agrees with me ; thousands listen and applaud ; and even 
candid men of sense (^clare they never heard this subject 
treated with so much interest, and then leave it to go 
alone, or get on unaided by their eflforts. Still I am not 
discouraged, but am determined to work on till my report 
is in, hoping at least for the final triumph of sound prin- 
ciples and practice. 

"Many of those with whom I converse are under the 

*His journeys were chiefly performed on horseback, this being the only 
certain means of meeting his appointments already made. 

fThis letter is dated Noyember 3d, giving some idea of his labor, since 
he was obliged to visit sixteen counties in twenty-three days. 
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influence of selfish motives of some kind or other, and 
some whoMy unable to appreciate a higher sentim^it. 
The preacher feek no interest, half his time, in any thing 
that does not promise to increase the wealth or numbers 
of his Church. The physician is narrower still. The 
lawyer has some public spirit; but is often too much 
hardened with political ambition and a truckling spirit to 
the opinions of the vulgar, instead of placing himself in 
the front and giving a tone to public sentiment as he 
might. The teacher is a friend to schools, often so far 
as to get a good one for himself ; and the farmer wants 
to see as much schooling as will learn his son to make 
money, and his daughter to make cloth and butter ; and 
every thing else about the same way. What will become 
of the people, if it is still. true that, 'whosoever loveth 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him ?' "We 
ought all to pray that we may be able to. distinguish 
between the use and abuse of good things*" 

Mr. Lewis writes to his parents under date of Decem- 
ber 4th. 

*' It occurs to me, that notwithstanding you hear from 
me by my letters to my wife, you would still like to receive 
one letter from me yourselves. And as I am about as far 
from home now as I shall be, I will spend a part of a 
very lonesome hour in this way. My evening would not 
be spent alone if my health were sufficient to be out, or 
to talk much with company ; though with a good plaster 
of Cayenne pepper bound on my head, I can read and 
write a part of the time. 

'* My health, since I left home, hafi not been as good 
as when at home. My travel on horseback, since I saw 
you, is about three hundred and fifty miles ; which, with 
talking, and lecturing and writing, has been too severe. 
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and I most be more moderate. Yon would ftsk me» 
-what I am doing, and I conld not tell yon. The iesnit 
of it all will appear in my report, this winter; bnt 
Tehether any immediate good will grow ont of it is more 
uncertain. I fear all my friends will be disappointed, 
tbongh I shall continue to do my best, and leave the 
event to heaven. It is not in man to command success 
in anything ; much less can I expect to succeed greatly 
in a work so great as that now before me. I have not 
only to collect such information as will satisfy myself 
what is best, bnt must also satisfy the Legislature, — for 
without their concurrence all my work is useless. I must 
not only do what should be done, but must do it in the 
proper manner; and even then success is hardly to be 
hoped for just now. But success will come, and it will 
come on the broad principle that I advocate. Others 
may and probably will get the credit of it. For great 
honor is reserved for the men who shall lead in the final 
triumph ; and men more jealous of honor than myself, 
and who can put themselves in the front when the work 
is done, will take care to do so. Be it so. I work not 
for honor or money ; and when the result of all our work 
is known, there will be no honors awarded unjustly. 

'* Now I am not certain that this will much interest 
you, but it is just as' I feel now ; and if your son appears 
to be running wild, bear with him ; for he is, you know, 
always in extremes, and frequently needs the forbearance 
of his friends. But I would not, if I knew it, do any- 
thing wilfully wrong. 

" You have all estimated my powers too highly. Be- 
cause I succeeded under circumstances the most unprom- 
ising, you think success with me is easy, — a very great 
mistake. You must recollect that a train of circum- 
stances in early life, that appeared accidental, but were 
in fact providential, impelled me forward to do so much 
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We finoie ozl'X 21 : re : • 

"Mr Dear Soy, — I was glad to i^fceire tout letter 
of the third, and to kam that roa a;e all well. You 
do not want to see me more than I want to be at 
home. It is no small sacrifice to me to be compelled to 
ab«ent mv«ielf from those I lore, and spend my time 
alone, or with those between whom -and mvself there is 
yffTj little sympathy. Still my dnty seems to call me 
hero, and I am unwilling to leave my post, till the last 
effort iH made to promote the interest that I advocate. 

" On the subject of yonr studies, I am pleased to find 
you interested in them ; but should much rather you 
would put the extra hours of study on your present reci- 
tfttionM, than expect to carry on others; better to have 
one loHHon perfect, or learn to read one book well, than 
a ^rflator number imperfectly. You must recollect that . 
inoro graduation is of but little service; and at your 
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age,* it -would be an injury rather than a benefit to pass 
rapidly through your course, so as not to get the princi- 
ples of all the branches well grounded in your mind. In 
order to this, you should, in a variety of ways, practice 
upon the information you obtain. For instance, the time 
you propose to spend in the Sophomore studies could 
well, and better, be devoted to the study and practice of 
Composition. This is a work that, in whatever depart- 
ment you may be, will be found of the utmost practical 
importance. 

" Select a subject to write upon, either descriptive or 
argumentative, — ^lay out, at the commencement, what you 
intend to do, — ^go through with it, — review it carefully, — 
transpose, improve, and change, till it is made as perfect 
as possible, — ^then lay it by. Take up another subject in 
the same way, devoting as many leisure hours to it as 
possible. After a few weeks review critically the one 
laid by. It will require all your patience; but if you 
wish to succeed you must not tire. Take it up, and 
apply the rules of grammar ; and after all your own im- 
provements, submit it to your president, take his sugges- 
tions kindly, and improve upon them. You will thus 
acquire a habit of ease, facility and precision, in express- 
ing yourself, speaking or writing, — you will learn to 
reason, and thus, in fact, cultivate and strengthen your 
mental faculties. 

'*In the meantime, be perfect in your recitations, get 
the reason and philosophy as well as the signs ; and if 
you have any time left, it will be spent well in history, 
or matters connected with the business of life. Though 
I would not have you spend much time in mere amuse- 
ment, it is indispensable that you take exercise enough to 
preserve your health and strengthen your physical powers. 



* Fourteen. 
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A litefary man, of all otliers, should have a good consti- 
tutiou. Several hours a day should he spent in exercise, 
and, if possihle, in the open air. But in selecting the ex- 
ercise, reference should he had to such employments as 
are useful, upon the plain principle that time is money, 
and that to waste time is to waste money. 

"If, however, you have no work of profit to engage 
in, then play, and play hard ; giving your limhs all their 
strength ; and when at play or at work, let your mind be 
there also, for exercise will do you no good, unless your 
mind is in it as well as your hands and feet. 

'' But above all, save time enough for your Bible, and 
your devotions. Let a sense of God's presence be with 
you always, and while you see his eye resting on you, if 
you have faith to realize it, you will not go far astray. 
You have parents, schools, teachers, preachers, and 
friends, and you have sufficient natural powers to succeed 
if you act properly, and secure Heaven's approbation ; 
but do not forget that it is. on this last you have finally 
to depend. O ! could I have had your advantages, with 
how much more usefulness could I now serve my country 
and my God. I feel the defect of early education and 
discipline so much, that I often blush and mourn over 
myself; and- nothing but a sense of duty can keep me in 
a field, where half my strength is lost, for the want of 
those very advantages you now enjoy. When you be- 
come men, my sons, and know the value of these things, 
it will be too late to secure them. If it is hard to over- 
come your defects now, add to every other effort much 
earnest prayer for that wisdom that conges from above.'' 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

riRST ANNUAL REPORT. 

TiY resolntioii of the General Assembly, the first annual 
■^ report of the Superintendent of Common Schools 
waa read by Mr. Lewis to the members of the Legisla- 
ture, and the citizens of Columbus, at a public meeting, 
accom.panied with remarks explaining and enforcing it. 

After announcing that his first duty had been to issue 

circulars to County Auditors; and explaining that many 

of them had not responded, and that the heavy rates of 

postage had considerably retarded his operations, Mr. 

Lewis stated that several months had been spent in 

traveling, chiefly on horseback, from county to county, 

visiting schools, conversing with teachers, school officers, 

children and parents. His mission was not generally 

made known, except to County Auditors and others, 

with whom he had official business. This course gav!9 

lum better knowledge of details, and the practice of the 

school system, than he could have obtained any other 

way. He traveled over twelve hundred miles, and visited 

more than three hundred schools. His report, .excepting 

the details of statistics, was made from personal observa-^ 

tion in school-houses, and elsewhere ; but he confined 

lumself to such remarks as would present, not a picture 

of individual schools and their gross improprieties, but a 

knowledge of the different classes of Common Schools. 

Reviewing briefly the origin of the school system of 
Chio, and the constitutional and legal enactments in sup^ 
port of it, Mr. Lewis said : 
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"The Constitution seems to have imposed upou the 
State the duty of effectually promoting education by leg- 
islative provision. The great question then is to determ- 
ine what means are best adapted to the ^d. Nor are 
we now (if we ever, were) trammeled with fears that 
public opinion will not sustain an enlightened legislation 
on this subject. 

"The thousands with whom I have conversed, of all 
classes, and in all departments of life, are imanimous ; 
and they represent their neighbors as unanimous in favor 
of efficient and active measures, on the part of the Legis- 
lature, for the promotion of Common Schools. I have 
heard of persons and of neighborhoods, that were said to 
be opposed to such a course ; but .on visiting such persons 
and places, the objections were found to be not against 
proper legal provision for these schools, but against par- 
ticular details in the law. Complaints against defects 
are often erroneously put down by lookers on, as opposi- 
tion to the law, when, in fact, the complainers are fre- 
quently the most ardent friends, and in favor of the most 
active measures. It is one way of making a friend of 
reform odious, by representing his complaints as opposi- 
tion. I have not found an individual that, for himself, 
objected to the expense, provided the schools are made 
good. 

** Of the particular enactments required, but few ex- 
press decided opinions, except the want of funds, in 
which all agree. The general language is, *We are im- 
patient to see and feel the benefits of the school law, so 
long promised, and so much praised ; we must have 
Common Schools made better, and more abundant. The 
present law, for some reason, does not bring with it the 
means of education to supply our wants. Let a law be 
passed that will be felt in its benefits, as well as in its 
burdens, and we will not complain. We object now to 
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the defects, to the complicated machinery, the inadequacy 
of the means, the crowded schools, the short time a 
school is taught. Either leave ns to depend wholly on 
our own efforts, or give ns something worth our atten- 
tion ; at present, the law hinders private schools, without 
supplying public schools.' Some say, 'If you can not 
make the system better, abandon the whole.' This is the 
language of men in every county in our State, all agree- 
ing in the one general and enlightened sentiment ; so that 
we can approach the subject with cheerful confidence, and 
backed by snch a public opinion, profiting by past experi- 
ence, erect a national institution, that shall be at once our 
strengtb., our pride and our happiness. * * * All 
the legislation on the subject has aimed at the same end, 
nam.ely, to secure certainly the proper education of all 
the children in the State, on terms of the greatest pos- 
sible equality. 

" It may take some years to secure a^perfect uniformity 
in tlie system of teaching and conducting school busi- 
ness, with a people so varied in their origin, habits and 
prejudices. It is not supposed that any direct legislative 
enactment can be made, to prescribe rules for the internal 
Tegulations of the schools. This would produce great 
discontent, if at all practicable. These must be left to 
officers and teachers, in a great degree, after the schools 
are established. The internal improvement must be ef- 
fected by those who exercise an influence in the diflferent 
departments of the work, and it must take time. But as 
to what shall be taught, there is less difference of opinion. 
The future fathers and mothers of Ohio, it is agreed, 
must be so instructed as to enable them to discharge tho 
^igh and important responsibility of hereditary rulers of 
* mighty nation. This requires, to be sure, that they 
iearn to read, and write, and cipher, according to the old 
standard. But this, added to the other branches usually 
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in GomiiM>n Bcbools* is not all; and, wMle its 
jmporUnoe is admitted, it is not the most important : — 
there are high and noble departments of education., be- 
sides merely learning how to make money. 

"The sound principles of onr government are to be 
taught — ^that lesson which Washington gave, namely, that 
' next to onr God, we owe onr highest duty to our eonn- 
try ;' and that this duty does not in chief consist in 
splendid efforts in battles or Senates ; but that real patri- 
otism consists in a proper cultivation of those arts and 
principles which adorn society^ and make in practice, wbat 
we claim in theory, namely, the cottage equal to the pal- 
ace. The natural impetuosity of unrestricted liberty, is 
to be tempered by a well-grounded conviction that obe* 
dience to the law is real liberty. The great point, that 
majorities must govern by a peaceable expression of opin- 
ion, (here for the first time admitted,) must be engraven 
upon the memorjk and judgment of all our sons. Pa- 
tience, till legal and constitutional redress can be had, 
for all wrongs, public and private, must be inculcated ; 
habits of self-government, economy and industry must be 
enforced. These must all be taught by men who know 
how to exhibit the proper facts and principles, in all their 
bearings, and with all their advantages. 

** It can not be too deeply impressed on all minds, that 
we are a Christian, as well as republican people ; and the 
utmost care should be taken to inculcate sound principles 
of Christian morality. No creed or catechism of any 
sect should be introduced into our schools; there is a 
broad, common ground, where all Christians and lovers 
of virtue -meet. On this should every teacher take his 
stand, and make it a paramount work, to train up the 
rising generation in those elevated moral principles of 
the Bible ; and here should be taught all the social and 
relative duties, with pr<^r inducements to correct action. 
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** The affections should in no case be neglected. These 
are active. On- their proper cultivation depends more 
than mere literary attainment. Whatever may be the 
natural depravity of man, it is certain that means and 
influences are in our hands, which, if properly used, 
would make our children all we wish. Affection wins 
more tlian fear or force. 

" The branches of learning and science to be taught in 
these Bchools, will readily occur to every man. They 
most be such as will qualify our children to perform the 
different duties of life, that, by the laws of our country, 
they may be called to discharge, whether public or private ; 
keeping in view, that an early introduction to nature is 
important in popular education, and that the whole sys- 
tem should be directed to a proper development of the 
powers of the mind. Nor should we any longer delay 
the time. £very year's delay is adding mountains 'of ob- 
stacles to be overcome. We need no longer direct public 
attention to the fature — ^to our children's children — to 
the third and fourth generation, before the promised bless- 
ings are realized. Nothing will be more hurtful than 
proerastrnation, in a work like this. If we would render 
succeeding generations virtuous and happy, we must 
begin with the present. At the same time, care must be 
taken to prevent any relaxation of effort on the part 
of parents^ and others interested in the care of the young ; 
ttnd whatever the State does, should, if possible, be so 
arranged as to increase, rather than diminish, other efforts 
to effect the same object. 

"This, then, is the standard of education fixed by or- 
dinances—by constitution — ^by sundry legal enactments, 
uid is now demanded by the almost unanimous voice 
of the people in our Btate ; this must be so provided as 
to secure the participation of all the children in the State; 
«ad if we have peculiar difficulties to surmount, we must 
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adapt our means to the ends. Neither the expense nor 
the labor is to be an objection, when the object to be 
accomplished is paramount. This supposes that a suitable 
number of convenient school-houses shall be furnished, 
and supplied with a sufficient number of competent male 
and female teachers, with all other conveniences required, 
to make the school an agreeable, as well as useful place 
for children. And by a suitable number is meant, such 
a proportion of children to a teacher, as will allow time 
for proper instruction, according to the outlines laid 
down, certainly not more than forty to a teacher ; for it 
is mockery to crowd from fifty to eighty children into 
a room, under one teacher, who has little of learning or 
experience, and call that a school. 

'< The next inquiry will be, how near this standard our 
schools are now ? 

** A word is required before I proceed, to guard against 
any misunderstanding. Whatever I may be compelled 
to say of the present condition of schools, they are cer- 
tainly improving every -where in the State. 

'< In many counties associations are formed of teachers 
and friends of learning, to promote this object ; and the 
education of the mass, is a marked feature in all discus- 
sions and reports. Nothing will rally the people more 
readily, than the discussion of subjects connected with 
education, -^till, leaving Cincinnati for the present out 
of the question, there are but very few places in the State, 
where Common School instruction proper, is furnished, 
approaching near the grade we have supposed; that is, 
where the means of proper instruction are free to all, rich 
and poor, on eqtial terms. The city of Cleveland has, 
within a few months, commenced organizing her free 
schools, on principles which, if carried out to the extent 
demanded, in that flourishing place, will distinguish her 
on the list of free school cities ; but even there, the pro- 
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vision is not half enough, and the schools have from 
fifty to eighty children to the teacher. * 

" As it -will be impossible to give a full history of my 
observations, an example of the several classes must 
suffice. In one town a free school is taught three months 
in the year, by one -teacher, in a district where more than 
onelinndred children desire to attend; they rush in and 
csf^wd the school so as to destroy all hope of usefulness. 
The wealthy, and those in comfortable circumstances; see- 
ing this, vrithdraw their children, or never send them ; 
the Bchool thus receives the name of a school for the poor, 
and its usefulness is destroyed. This example is one 
that represents nearly all the free schools in the State, as 
well in the country, as in the cities and towns. 

** Another and much larger number of the districts, 
adopt a practice of which the following is an example. 

** The district has funds which would pay a teacher one 
quarter or less ; but in order to keep up a school as long 
as possible, it is divided between two or more quarters ; 
the teacher makes his estimate of the amount, besides 
public money, that must be paid by each scholar, and 
gets his suhscription accordingly. Here none send but 
those who can pay the balance ; of course, the children 
of the poor, the very intemperate and careless, with some- 
times the inordinate lovers of money, are left at home. 
This mode, though it defeats the primary object of the 
law, really secures a greater aggregate amount of instruc- 
tion than the other. Another class proceeds on the same 
plan, with the exception that the teacher is bound to take 
the very poor free, if they prove their total inability to 
P^y. This is but little, if any, better than the last, since 
the poor woman must humble herself, and in effect take 
the benefit of the poor law, before she can get her children 
into school ; and then, both she and her children must 
Buffer, constantly, deep mortification, which frequently 
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diiyes from the school some of the most promising clii}- 
dren, who (right or wrong) are too prond to brook such 
hnmiliating conditions. It effectually banishes the cMl- 
dren of those who love monej better than learning*, jm 
well as those of the intemperate, whose sensibilities are 
too much vitiated to care for this subject at all. Besides, 
if the poor go on these terms, it invariably crowds tlie 
school to a ruinous extent; and if the teacher can not 
instruct all, he will, of course, take care of his patrons 
first ; let him be as honest as be may, he will endeavor 
to satisfy those that support him ; and the poor, whose 
consciousness of poverty always makes them jealous and 
watchful, detect the smallest partiality, and leave the 
school in disgust, or stay to scatter the seeds of discon- 
tent and insubordination. Another part of this class is, 
where the directors agree with the teacher at so much 
per month, and, after expending the school money, 
levy, under the statute, a tax on the scholars for the 
residue, sometimes admitting the poor, and sometimes 
rejecting all that are unable to pay the difference. 

'* In some towns, all the teachers receive a portion of the 
public money at the rate of so much per scholar, which 
they deduct from the subscription price. In these cases, 
the schools are all strictly private, and no provision 
whatever is made for the poor. The officers in one place 
where this practice prevails, said that 'if the schools 
were free, they would be so crowded as to be useless, 
unless they had more funds 4 but, by the mode they 
adopted, every man who sent to school, got a part of 
the public money ;' if he was not able to pay the balance, 
he was punished by losing the whole ; which is certainly 
a bad feature in the practice, and a gross violation of law. 
Another custom is not to draw the school money for 
several years, and then, say once in two or three years, 
they can keep a crowded free school from thre^ to six 
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montlis. In some places pnblic schools have not been 
taaglit these two years. These examples give the prac- 
tice of all the school districts in the Btate ; the second 
and third named prevail the most generally; but it is 
not uncommon to find all the examples adopted in 
different districts in the same township. 

** No correct idea can be given of the particular system 
of iustmction adopted in the schools ; it embraces almost 
every system ; and in our public, as well as in our private 
8cliools, is found every variety, from the very best to 
ilxoBe esteemed the most defective. But a small propor- 
tion of schools in the State have sufficient permanence 
to have . adopted any specific plan, nor is it possible 
to produce or preserve any thing like system, till the 
schools have more permanence, and the art of teaching 
is recognized >as something valuable. 

*' In towns and large villages, the common schools are 
poorer than in the country. In the latter, neighborhoods 
depend more on them, and of course take a deeper in* 
terest in their control ; while in the former, there is too 
frequently but little attention paid to these schools, by 
persons able to provide other means of instruction. 
Private schools are considered the best^ and being patron* 
ized by the wealthy, create a distinction that is ruinous^ 
I am unwUling'to repeat the remarks in reference to this 
point, that I have often heard made ; it may be sufficient 
to say, that in many instances, the whole tendency is to 
bring the schools into disrepute, if not positive disgrace. 
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SCHOOL TEACHERS. 



" In almost every place, either in town or country, com- 
plaints are made that good teachers can not be had ; every 
opportunity has been improved to become acquainted 
with the difficulty and its causes ; that it exists to a 

ruinous extent, is certain. 

12 
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"Without intending the least reflection upon ^ood 
teachers, (and we have many in the profession tliat are 
an honor to the State,) it is my duty to say, that many 
of our common, as well as private school teachers, are 
unqualified for the task they assume. It is not necessary, 
in a public document, to repeat more fully what all have 
heard on this subject. What has been said of systems 
of instruction may be repeated of teachers. There are 
found in both public and private schools, every grade, 
from the most talented, learned, disinterested and en- 
ergetic, to that of characters entirely opposite. The 
most general defect is want of learning and energy ; and 
poor teachers are sometimes the most serious obstacles to 
the introduction of reform in their neighborhoods. 

"The cause of all this is not hard to find : it is simply 
that the compensation is not enough to ij&duce men of 
learning, talent and moral character, to go into the pro- 
fession, or continue in it. We may speculate as much as 
we please, pass resolutions, mourn over the defect, estab- 
lish schools for teachers, and invent an huifdred other 
plans, the more we teach the candidates, the less number 
of teachers we shall have ; for -men of learning and 
talent will not teach, unless the compensation and 
respectability of the business are both greatly increased. 

"Men are, and will be, as a general rule, governed by 
self-interest ; and while so wide a field is open for enter- 
prise and learning in other departments, they will not 
engage in this, unless we make the emoluments in some 
proportion equal with other professions. 

"This rule is .well understood in other matters : if we 
employ an eminent lawyer, we must pay a high price ; 
if we purchase an article of clothing, the price is exactly 
according to the quality. We would not even trust a 
favorite horse in the keeping of a worthless creature who 
is glad to work for his victuals. If we act on the same 
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principles in selecting teachers, a well-settled principle 
that never fails, will, in a short time, make the supply 
equal to the demand. All the other learned professions 
are crowded with men, whose talents are well fitted for 
teaching, and who would willingly enlist if the business 
would support them. 

* * Teaching must be made a profession for life ; but it 
will never be so, till we provide business for its members ; 
schools must be kept long enough each year to support a 
man, or he can not depend on it for a living. However 
iiuportant it may be to establish institutions for the edu- 
cation of teachers, it will be wholly useless, till schools 
are fmnished with competent salaries to support the men 
thus educated ; and then the teachers, in a fi^e country, 
will soon be qualified. 

** We have in this State no young men that can answer 
to the class in boasted Prussia, which, by a royal edict, is 
thus described : * To the end that the students who belong 
to the poorer classes, and whose destiny it is to be teachers 
of the poor, may willingly continue in that condition, 
and may not learn to know warUa and wishes which they 
will not, and ought not, to have the power of satisfying.' 
This may do for Prussia, but will not do in Ohio. Tlio 
schools for the poor with us must be the schools for the 
rich ; the same class of men must teach them, and the 
same salaries must be paid to command their services. 

** While a school is only taught three months in a year, 
no man qualified will be found willing to engage in it ; 
and to read, and writer and cipher, will be the extent of 
Common School learning, so long as we tax these schools 
with the support of one-half the students in other pro- 
fessions, or sa long as they are taught by a class of men 
merely because it is easier than making rails ; or by those 
who, having tried every thing else and failed, do this to 
keep from starving, or, in the language of an examiner 
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who was remonstrated with for giving a certificate, re- 
plied, ' if the man can't teach he mast starve, for he is fit 
for nothing else under heaven !' 

" Still the Common School teacher, good or had, holds 
more of the future destiny of the country in his hands 
than all other human influences comhined, (except the 
mother ;) and as is the teacher, so will be our children. 

** The result is, that so far as Oommon Schools proper 
extend, though there are many good schools, and good 
teachers, and a great amount of money expended, yet, for 
the' want of a proper system by which the educational labors 
of the State may be concentrated, so as to unite economy 
with efficiency, nothing like proper means of instruction 
are afforded ; and there is left a class by no means small, 
who either get no learning at all, or get so little, and in 
so defective a manner, and under so many forbidding cir- 
cumstances, that it does but little, if any, good. In one 
of our most flourishing towns, a gentleman of much ex- 
perience as a teacher, and beloved as a philanthropist, 
was at a loss to say whether the public schools did any 
good or not. I have no doubt on that subject. In a 
positive sense, these schools, defective as they are, have 
done great good. The correct public feeling on this 
subject, which, if not in some measure formed by them, 
has certainly been developed, is worth one hundred-fold 
more than all the expenditure ; but the advantage is seen 
and felt in every department of business and society, and 
if opposing difficulties do not increase, we may, even 
under the present law, after many years' labor, make these 
institutions supply a much greater measure, if not the 
entire wants of the people ; but it would be a work of 
great labor and time, and would cost double what it will 
to complete them at once. 

" If, then, I am correct in the standard the State has 
fixed, and in my view of the present condition of the 
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schools, it follows, that sometliiiig further must be done ; 
and the opinion is fast becoming general with practical 
men, that Common Schools, to sncceed, mast he free 
scliools. Whatever means may he adopted to raise the 
fnnds, whether by states, counties, townships, or districts, 
tlie schools must he opened for all in the district,- without 
charge per scholar, at least one-half the year ; in no other 
way can we induce all to send. These schools must he 
as good, or better, than private schools, or those in com- 
fortable circumstances will not send to them ; and when 
schools are called ' charity,* or schools for the poor, it 
will be their destruction. 

"We say free schools — not that we would urge the 
LiCgislature to supply all the means of instruction with- 
out the action of the people ; it is generally agreed that 
this will not do. But the funds must come from legisla- 
tive and township action combined, so that each township 
shall feel that the support of its own schools depends on 
its ow^n action ; and what is appropriated by the Legis- 
lature — and some appropriation is indispensable if we 
wish the work to succeed — should be made to operate as a 
lever to raise the additional sum required. At the same 
time, raise the people to action, and excite their interest. 
This passive assent in favor of education will not an- 
swer ; the same course in reference to internal improve- 
ment would never have made our canals and other public 
works. 

"Let the State give the township, say five hundred 
dollars, or any other sum, on condition that the township 
shall raise an equal sum in addition to that provided by 
lawf You have here an inducement to call the people 
out ; once let the people understand the principle of the 
law, and not a township, in the State would refuse to 
raise the money. When money is thus raised, every man 
feels that it is his money, and his school, and every child 
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is placed on equal terms ; the poorest man in the land 
can boast that the school is his> and will be as anxious to 
receive the benefit of his own school, as the man who 
pays the heaviest tax. 

** This plan combines the benefit of a free school with the 
voluntai^ action of each township in raising the funds." 

Proceeding to give facts from the experience of other 
States upon the comparative advantages of a free school 
over one but partially so, Mr. Lewis said : 

** Where the schools are kept free in this State they 
flourish best. In Cincinnati they have marched steadily 
forward, overcoming every difficulty, and the people look 
upon them as the most valuable of their privileges. 

" The importance of this point must excuse this detail. 
I will only add, that from my knowledge of public 
opinion in this State, and especially of practical men, I 
have no doubt that four-fifths are in favor of this kind 
of schools, and will heartily approve such measures as 
may be required to establish and sustain them. 

" These schools must be made good, we repeat, as well 
as free. Eeason on theories as we may, they will never 
controvert facts and experience. These prove, that the 
only way to make free or Common Schools useful, is to 
make those who support them interested therein. If the 
rich man pays his school tax grudgingly, it is because the 
schools, as he thinks, do him no good ; he pays high for 
tuition in private schools. But make the Common School 
as good as the private, and his interest will induce him 
to support it. A school not good enough for the Hch, 
will never excite much interest with the poor. They will 
receive its benefits, if at all, with jealousy ; and the eflfect 
will be to build still higher the wall that separates the 
sympathies of different classes of society. 
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'<It Tvonld be an insult to go into a discussion to 
prove the general benefit of education. The Legislature 
and the puhlic appreciate that as of the first in^ortance. 
My labor is only directed to the proper means for reach- 
ing the end. And before I proceed, something more 
must be said as to those now cut off from mental or 
moral improvement. In our State, great as we are, 
we are made up of people from all the States, and 
aim est every nation. A great majority are young peo- 
ple. Very few of the children in our schools have ever 
seen their grandparents. Nor are families here con- 
gregated in the same town, as in older places. If the 
father falls while his children are young, his widow, 
in many instances, has not in the whole State, a rela- 
tive to Tvhom she can look for aid. If father and mother 
both fall, the children are cast upon the cold charities 
of a world which often selects for objects of favor those 
already furnished, leaving the needy unprovided for. 
If the mother survive, and is ambitious, her extreme 
labor and toil to support her family bring her to an 
early grave; if she be careless, her children feel them- 
selves but too often separated from all prospect of ad- 
vancement, abandon themselves to despair, and seek a 
distinguished place in the ranks of those we mourn over 
as degenerate. • 

''Again, though a great majority of onr citizens are 
enlightened and intelligent, it must be admitted, that 
quite a number do not regard the education of their 
children with sufiicient interest to induce proper indi- 
vidual action ; and unless provision for these, other than 
parental, be made, they will be even worse situated, 
in many cases, than the orphan. It is coiAnon to say 
of these, 'They could educate their children if they 
Would;' but visits to the houses of many people, in 
different counties, of whom this was said, would satisfy 
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any maiii ai it has satisfied me, that if thej paid for 
schooling, it must he taken from the already too scantj 
fare of tm unfortunate wife and poorly provided famfljr. 
In many cases, you may as well charge fifteen doUars 
per quarter, as fifty cents. They can not if they would, 
and too many would not, if they could, pay, as individ- 
uals, any thing. 

''If such fathers were the only sufferers we might be 
excused from labors to avert the evil ; but such parmts 
will have left the world long before society wOl feel its 
full extent. 

** The children are not to blame ; nor are the children 
of those in other circumstances, guilty of any offense that 
will justify their fathers in fixing upon them a great 
moral contagion, destroying their best interests. 

''The children of those several classes (and there are 
not a few) are practically shut out of our Common 
Schools, in nine cases out of ten, in the State. For it 
makes but little difference whether we positively prohibit 
their attendance, or prescribe such conditions as preclude 
them. Nor is it a question that can influence us whether 
they are correct in their views. So long as those views 
operate the hinderance, it is the same thing to the public. 
It is not by any means certain, that we should discour- 
age a feeling of independence in parents or children. 
A magnanimous friend, in doing the greatest favor, 
seeks how he may do it so delicately, that the favored 
party may not feel himself oppressed with a sense 
of obligation. 

"Though the Common School is a civil, rather than 
charitable institution, it must be admitted that a primary 
object is, % bring under a wholesome influence the 
classes of children I have named. 

" Whether we regard this subject in reference to their 
interest, or that of the whole people forming the State, 
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it is of too muck importance to be passed over lightly, 
or justify, for a moment, the conclosion that any por- 
tion of the rising generation, on whom mnst devolve 
tke government of the country, can be abandoned to 
accident or certain ruin. Men may discourse eloquently 
about family instruction, and fireside education : it is 
all good ; better than 0]:ators have spoken or poets sung. 
Bnt we must not be misled by eloquence or poetry. 
The fact is, a large part of our fellow-citizens, who depend 
on their labor for a support, (and they are the majority,) 
have no time for much of this, if they had ability. 
If we should rise in the morning, and before our little 
ones were even dressed, hurry to our work, and devote 
the entire day to it, returning when our fatigued bodies, 
without other aid, admonished us of approaching night, 
we should be exceptions to all general rules, if we could 
undertake the instruction of our sons by candle-light. 
And the cases of three-fifths of our mothers is still 
harder. Their labor begins on the first move in the 
house, nor ends till the last candle is out. They have, 
emphatically, no time to educate their daughters. Ex- 
ceptions, we know, there are; persons who have risen 
above all these obstacles, and educated both themselves 
and their families. But we must stop till at least one 
generation shall be educated, before we can expect to 
make the exceptions, the general rule. We should, in 
providing for the people, look to their present condition 
as a body, and not to what they should be according 
to the perfection of a few characters, perhaps over-drawn, 
if they ever existed, except in the inventive genius 
of vivid imaginations. I do not place a low estimate 
on the capacity of my countrymen ; but it is out of their 
power to do the labor that custom requires of them, and 
do much toward educating their children at home. A 

very great number declare they can not, if they had time. 

13 
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"In this way only can we preserve a universal, liberal, 
republican. Christian education. When the different 
religious societies find that public provision is not to 
be made sufficient, they will at once set about establish- 
ing elementary schools for their own sects ; but beyond 
the poor of their own societies, and the extension of their 
own influence, they will not voluntarily provide, except 
in special cases^— for the plain reason, that these objects 
will more than require all their efforts. No imputation 
is intended to be cast on these societies ; the fact is 
only noted. It exists now to a certain extent, and must 
increase, unless speedy measures are adopted. 

** A great proportion of those able to pay tuition, who 
reside in towns, do not participate in the Common 
Schools. If the different religious societies shall gen- 
erally get up schools under their own control, the public 
institutions, deprived of the support of these two classes, 
(forming in the aggregate a large majority,) will be 
left to their fate ; and about one-third of all the children, 
being the children of those belonging to no religious 
society, nor blessed with wealth, must be condemned 
to a fate that, for the honor of the State, will not be 
niamed. Already, some of the earliest, ablest, and most 
ardent friends of Common Schools, have, on account 
of the little progress made, become discouraged; and 
if they do not now oppose the system openly, they are 
no longer found among its advocates. 

''Taking it for granted that improvement is intended, 
and a proper remedy to be supplied, without regard to 
pecuniary cost, or in other words, ' let it cost what 
it will,' I shall proceed, in compliance with the duty 
imposed on me, to suggest a plan * for the better regu- 
lation and improvement of the system." We must bear 
in mind that, whatever difference we might have made 
if we were now commencing with all our experience. 
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it will not do now, when tlie sjBtem has, in its prog^ss, 
accnstomed the people to the present plan, to make a 
new one, "without very strong and evident advantages. 
The present system must, in its principal features, he 
continned ; we can, however, lop off what is found 
cumbersome, and add what is required to give efficiency. 
We need have no confidence, either, in the entire virtue 
of the alterations to he proposed in the details of the 
law. 

" Mncb. has heen said of systems of education, till too 
much, stress is laid on systems ; much is said of statis* 
tics, but neither system nor statistics make up education. 
The schools must exist hefore they can he taken account 
of ; the school-house, the teacher, and the children must 
he gathered, hefore you can adopt, practically, any sys- 
tem. Despotic Governments can issue orders, and every 
hand is at command to execute them. However valu- 
able the Prussian plan of instruction may he, the laws 
by which the schools are controlled could no more he 
applied to our State than the law regulating her standing 
army. There are, in fact, very few things in those foreign 
systems that we should attempt to copy. Countries, 
where general education has heen adopted more than two 
hundred years, may continue to go on ; their men are ac- 
customed to the discharge of all the thousand little services 
of school officers, and the impetus already given to the 
cause will, without further aid, still keep it advancing. 
But we are differently situated, and our work is first to 
adopt a system of huilding school-houses and establiihing 
schools ; and when that is done we may advance the next 
step, and, as fast and far as possihle, introduce proper 
systems of instruction. In our State, as already ohserved, 
the latter is a matter that requires more time, and depends 
upon a greater variety of causes and influences than the 
former j and little can he done in either, unless some 
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aotive, living principle be imparted to it* An attempt 
to recommend snch a principle will be made after noticing 
some details." 

This allnsion to foreign systems was suggested, no 
doubt, by the fact that the Legislature had appropriated 
five hundred dollars to secure from Prof. 0. E. Stowe a 
report upon Prussian schools. This report was presented 
to the Legislature at the same session as the report 
of Mr. Lewis. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

FIBST BEPOKT OONTINTJBD. 

WE need not quote the notice of the details referred to 
in the last paragraph of the report in the preceding 
cliapter. In that part of the report from which the fore- 
going extracts are taken, the legislation in Ohio for 
Common Schools, and the condition of the schools them- 
selves, was contrasted with that of the people's colleges 
in New England, accompanied with snch recommenda- 
tions for the improvement of the Ohio system, as observa- 
tion and reflection had suggested to Mr. Lewis. He 
reported that there were in the State 7,748 districts. In 
each the clerk was allowed one dollar and a half for 
making an enumeration of the School children, requiring 
the sum of 811,622, and yet from no County had reports 
enough been received to make a complete table of the 
statistics. The number of school officers was 38,740; 
and this should be reduced one-half, increasing the power 
of the directory, requiring each teacher to keep a record 
in his school, each district clerk also, but throwing the 
control of schools in towns and cities under one general 
board, which should be authorized to hold evening 
schools. 

An important and far-seeing recommendation was, 
that, to save local legislation, it would be well by general 
law to provide for township schools and seminaries, or 
High Schools, wherever a township might demand a 
higher grade of instruction than was afforded in the 
district schools, — ^the higher school, however, never to be 
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allowed to interfere with the prosperity of those in the 
districts. This was a favorite idea with Mr. Lewis, and 
it will be hereafter shown that he pressed it before the 
people, and a second time urged it upon the Legislature. 
Another characteristic paragraph in the report was in 
favor of allowing such associations as Orphan Asylums 
something toward the education of those under their pro- 
tection, that such societies might be enabled to retain 
under a wholesome influence these children, whose mis- 
fortunes, of all others, expose them to danger and suf- 
fering, and who, of all others, will need all the good 
influence that a good education will throw around them. 
Explaining briefly how time and money could be saved 
in the administration of the school law, Mr. Lewis re-> 
ported against any interference with school books: but 
required more caution from School Examiners, and recom- 
mended the appointment or election of County Superin- 
tendents. He was opposed to all forfeitures of the school 
fund, but most decidedly in favor of Common School 
Libraries, and of an organ for the school interest. These 
are his words : 

''libraries, etc. 

" That the benefits resulting from township or district 
libraries would be very great, is admitted by all ; but how 
to organize a plan for general provision, is more difficult. 
The districts are so numerous, that we can hardly hope 
to have a good library in each, however desirable it may 
be. With little encouragement, a school library could be 
provided for each township, which, being located at, or 
near the center, could be made to accommodate all the 
schools, without great inconvenience, securing to each 
equal privileges. 

**If the State were to furnish annually to each town- 
ship a small sum to be expended in books, on condition 
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tliat the township shonld provide a suitable place of 
deposit, and fnmisli if like sum, it would produce, in a 
very few years, excellent libraries in every township, and 
would probably lead to more speedy township organiza- 
tion for educational improvement. This subject can not 
be too earnestly pressed upon the early attention of the 
Legislature. The details would be simple and the 
amount required, small, compared to the benefits to be 
derived. 

"Closely connected with this subject, is that of dif- 
fusing correct information on the subject of schools and 
school government, so that every district shall be informed 
of the measures adopted in other states, and in different 
parts of our own State. 

" In Prussia, a weekly paper and monthly magazine are 
published at the expense of the government, and sent to 
all the schools. If it would be practicable for us to cir- 
culate documents in the form of newspapers, devoted ex- 
clusively to the business of primary education, if only 
quarterly, a great amount of practical and statistical 
information could be given, and this could be made the 
channel of all general communication between the dif- 
ferent department* of the work. The entire expense of 
circulating four, or even eight numbers per year, would 
be less than the postage and cost of printing one set of 
circulars on any other plan ; all forms for keeping ac- 
counts, making returns, etc., could be thus forwarded. 

** 8uch papers should be carefully preserved in each 
district, and would thus, with very little expense, furnish 
a valuable history for after generations, and each succeed- 
ing class of children might see and profit by the ex- 
perience of the past. It would also help to agitate the 
community, a measure found indispensable to the success 
of any great work in a free country. 

"The expense of printing 10,000 copies of a paper 
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Ibnr times per year, large enough for the purpose named, 
would not exceed, in all, 9400, o% 8100 per number."* 

It is worth while also to quote his own language upon 
a recommendation in favor of the encouragement of 
township associations of teachers. 

** Township associations of teachers and schools should 
be encouraged, as tending to diffuse a right spirit abroad. 

** With proper efforts, in less than five years we might, 
by general consent, have a township common school 
general meeting, examination and celebration, on the 
fourth of July, or some other day to be agreed on, iu 
every township in the State, where the most interesting 
exhibitions would annually take place, tUl we, as a State, 
tempered our love of wealth by the nobler love of moral 
and intellectual excellence. There would be none then 
found to question the advantage of these schools ,* from 
the smallest child in school to the grandsire on his 
crutches, all would join in such a celebration ; and once 
enacted, the little ones would never again willingly give 
it up, nor would any parent, whose child was in the 
group, absent himself from snch . scene. 

" This is not dreaming ; it is practicable, it is possible, 
it is probable ; and suffer me to add, this winter's legisla- 
tion may make it certain. Who, then, would not bo 
proud to be a citizen of Ohio V* 

Mr. Lewis showed that the interest on the surplTis 
revenue afforded twenty-one cents to each scholar. Ex- 
pressing the inadequacy of this sum, he enlarged upon 
the necessity of liberality from the Legislature he ad- 
dressed, in behalf of schools, and petitioned for the estab- 

*Ezoliuiye of pap«r, ezpeose estimated at $100 per number. 
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lisbment of a State School Fund. We subjoin liis 
appeal : 

**FUin)S FOR THE BUPPORT OP B0H00L8. 

''All the suggestions heretofore made, are, compara- 
tively, mere details, and impart but little life and action 
to the system in proportion to the demand. One other, 
and more important than all, remains to be made, relating 
to the funds. 

'' Without recapitulating the items of finance, it may 
be sufficient to say, that something more is indispensable : 
they should be dUtrUmUd accordinff to mtmhers. At present, 
the wealthy places get a large portion of the provision. 
Some townships, with from three to six hundred children, 
do not receive, of public money, seventy dollars. 

"The interest on the surplus revenue, as far as it goes, 
is on a correct principle ; but it is insufficient, and fur- 
nishes about twenty-one cents to a scholar. The average 
amount of free tuition secured to the youth of the State, 
does not exceed three months, while in fact those of more 
than two-thirds of the State, do not receive i^om public 
fimds six weeks' good schooling per year; and at least 
one-third derive no real benefit from public provision. 
Nine-tenths of the schools, unless further provision is 
made, will still be belo"^ the second grade ; and those who 
pay nine-tenths of the school tax will lose entirely the 
advantage of it. 

" This increase of school fund and the plan of free 
schools, must go together. Eulogize education as we 
may, talking, lecturing, printing, or even legislating will 
not, in this State, answer the purpose,, unless some plan 
is devised to raise the funds. No great work can be 
carried forward without adequate means. We must have 
an army of at least five thousand teachers in the field ; 
they must be fed and clothed. We must go to war with 
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every opposing inflnenoe, and tlie forces must be stron^^ 
enough to occupy every incli of ground at the same time. 
If we send out small detachments, as heretofore, they will 
still be cut off or scattered so as to make no impression. 
The foundation must be laid by the State. It is too 
great a work for any power less than sovereignty itself; 
and as such a plan never has succeeded, so it never can 
succeed, under any other auspices. That it will be costly- 
there is no concealment, but should it not be obtained at 
any cost ? No half-way measures will effect so mighty a 
work. The effort must be powerful, simultaneous, and 
worthy of a great State. It must form an epoch in our 
history, and have all the agitation of a mighty event. 
If the supply had to be millions, and raised by loans like 
a mighty outfit, or splendid plan of internal improve- 
ment, still the country will acknowledge that the treasure 
of Ohio was never so beneficially expended ; and the 
people would rather support a noble and elevated plan 
than one alike discreditable and inefficient. When as a 
State we shall have experienced as much for the improve- 
ment and development of our moral and intellectual 
resources, as we have for canals and other noble kindred 
works, we may pause. The people will manage this 
business themselves after it is once started. Give us 
efficient aid, say five years, and we will not, after that 
time, ask for help. The rule, once admitted in Europe, 
that the people will not value what costs them nothing, is 
now disputed even there. We should pause before we 
apply to our own citizens rules that originated in other 
countries and under different forms of government. So 
far as experience proves any thing in this State, it proves 
that wherever good free schools are opened, they are over- 
run with scholars, and till an experiment is made by 
providing schools it might be unfair to apply the rule and 
thus excuse ourselves from action. In our country this 
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has been tried and refuted, for wherever tree schools are 

opened they are literally crowded to suffocation, and the 

maxim reversed with ns will hold good, namely, that a 

thing must be valued before it is paid for. It must 

exist before it can be valued or paid for. That which we 

speak: of as a general rule, does not yet, nor ever existed 

with our people. No wonder then, if it is not highly 

esteemed. But it is higbly esteemed. The poor woman 

who labors at the humblest and hardest drudgery to get 

money, and pays fifteen to twenty dollars per year for 

the education of her child, while she dispenses with 

many of the comforts of life, esteems it highly, and there 

are many such. 

"The Superintendent, with respectful deference, is im- 
pelled by a sense of duty to the State, and in justice to 
the cause of education, also in compliance with the very 
general and strong public sentiment, with an entire con- 
viction that nothing else will answer the purpose fully, to 
recommend that a tuition fund should be provided, and 
added to the interest on the surplus revenue so as to make 
the whole sum 8200,000, at least, to be distributed ac- 
cording to the number of youth in each township, on 
such principles as will secure to each township an equal 
additional sum, to be raised by the townships respect- 
ively. Different modes might be adopted, either of which 
will secure this result. It might be thought a departure 
from the line of duty marked out for me, if I were to 
suggest those items of revenue that might, without inter- 
fering with other departments, with convenience be as- 
signed to this fund. But if the principle be admitted, the 
means can not be wanting in a State like ours. 

"As an inducement to this action, let it be borne in 
mind, that there is already too much school fund to jus- 
tify its neglect. 

"If it is doubted whether the people would approve of 
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the increased school tax, it will be easy to provide a 
method of permitting such townships as desire it, to vote 
no school fund, and thus purge themselves from the tax, 
if a majority of the voters could be induced to do so, 

'' Such is my confidence in the sentiments of the people, 
that I would not fear to put it on that footing, if it can 
be done without insulting the judgment of the State, by 
supposing that such a township exists in our borders. 

" But if the appropriation is made, with or without any 
condition, it will still do enough toward accomplishing 
the work, to secure a final triumph in a very few years. 
It would, in ^ect, be to speak the schools into existence, 
and insure their healthy and active continuance. 

*' This is on the supposition that the free schools will 
be adopted, and then the amount thus raised would only 
take the place of what will otherwise be carelessly ex- 
pended at private schools ; and every dollar in public 
schools well organized goes as far as two doUars in pri- 
vate schools. It will not, I presume, be contended that 
money raised for the support of schools partakes of the 
nature of a tax ; it is only providing by law for the most 
economical disbursement of a necessary expenditure. 

"It is plain that every parent who has one child to 
educate will, without this arrangement, pay twice as 
much for private schools as his tax wiQ be, if he is even 
lich ; and that upon the whole, it will be an actual sav- 
ing of expense to the State, if nothing but cost of tui- 
tion was estimated. The amount now expended is very 
near enough, if permanence and economy were studied, 
to* educate the whole of our youth in the State. 

"The time and expense required, under our present 
plan, to give the youth a good common school education, 
would, on the system proposed, be sufficient to extend it 
to all the branches of our high schools and academies, 
while nearly all the common school branches would be 
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acquired by all tlie yonih in the State before they were 
ten years of age. 

'* If evidence of the economy of the plan proposed is 
wanted, it may be fonnd in the fact, that in Boston, where 
instruction extends to all the branches of learning and 
science, with the benefit of libraries, apparatus, lectures, 
etc., the expense in the free schools is only $10.09 per 
annnm per scholar, while in their private schools, cer- 
tainly no better, the cost is $25. 

" In the city of New York, the schools are free, and as 
good as private schools that teach the same branches ; the 
cost per annum is 96.83 ; in the same class of private 
schools, the cost is $25. 

"The cost in the Cincinnati free schools, which are 
said to be generally equal to the private, is $6.40 per 
annum, while the cost of private schools for the same 
branches, varies from $16 to $36 per annum. 

"The average cost of tuition of private schools in the 
cities and towns in this State, is about $25 per annum 
per scholar ; in the country the average cost is about $16 
per annum. The average cost of tuition in well-con- 
ducted free schools would not, for the whole State, exceed 
$7 per annum per scholar. 

" There are many individuals, who, because there is no 
good school in their district, pay, in board and other ex- 
penses for the education of one child away from home, 
half as much as would be required to keep a good school 
in their district the whole year, where the same branches 
could be as well taught to all ; and the children thus 
saved from the danger that always attends boarding 
schools. Children who have parents, are never as safe 
with strangers. Many other advantages might be enu- 
merated resulting from the plan proposed, showing how 
it would operate a saving in other departments. 

*' We should by such efficient means of education on 
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proper principles, leave oiir jails and penitentiary ¥dth a 
reduced number of tenants, and our criminal docket 
almost without cases. More tlian 9250,000 is now ex- 
pended in different ways for the apprehension, support 
and punishment of criminals, and the amount of money 
thus lost is the least of the evils to society. 

''In one State, out of three hundred convicts there 
was but one man of liberal education; not one-third 
could read and write at all, and most of these could do 
80 but indifferently. The same proportion would hold 
good in most other States ; or if a greater number can 
read and write imperfectly, it will be found that nine- 
tenths of the whole have had little or no early moral 
training ; and barely learning to read and write, without 
cultivating the affections and inspiring good moral prin- 
ciples, does not always improve the character of the 
child. Even our hospitals and poor-houses are half 
filled by the indirect influence of ignorance and vice ; so 
far from increasing our annual expense, it will be found 
a great saving in every department, thus to provide pro- 
tection for one of the most important interests in the 
State. If, to all this, we add that which is the end of 
human government, namely, the increase of happiness 
and the prosperity of the people, we can find in the sci- 
ence of figures, no numbers large enough to compute the 
benefits. 

*' Our State has more children under sixteen years of 
age than any other equal amount of population ; our 
people must soon number 3,000,000. On roads where, 
a very few years since, I traveled whole days in unbroken 
forests, I could, last fall, scarcely find shade trees to rest 
under. Houses are in almost speaking distance, and vil- 
lages are springing up and flourishing till they almost 
join, while the noise and cheerful halloo of numerous 
children scarcely dies upon the ear of the traveler from 
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morning till night; and with all this we have hardly 
I>egnn to appreciate, our wants or our resources. We 
must be a great manufacturing people, and it is highly 
important to have this principle of good moral education 
T^ell grounded in the affections and habits of the people, 
"before a counter influence is among us. Massachusetts 
could not have retained her elevated character amid her 
thousand factories, if her free schools had not been before 
them. 

"By adopting this plan^ we shall bring into the fi^ld 
in a few years an' amount of industry, talent and enter- 
prise that will return to our coflFers an hundred-fold on 
the amount expended. It will furnish so much light to 
every one, that the true policy will be seen and adopted, 
and on the foundation of good Common Schools will be 
erected, in seven years, hundreds of county and township 
High Schools and Academies. Farmers will prove the 
full benefit of education ; they will repudiate that vulgar 
opinion, that learning begets idleness; and it will no 
longer be said, ' This school is good enough for my son, 
he is only to be a fanner,' or * for my daughter, she will 
always live in the country.' But learning, as in other 
days, will make her peculiar home, and diffuse her choic- 
est blessings in the farmer's circle. 

" The importance of sustaining and elevating Colleges, 
and all the higher institutions of learning, is admitted by 
all enlightened men. But to support our numerous Col- 
leges, is now known to be up-hill work, and so it always 
will be, till we lay the foundation in general education ; 
but this done, and it will furnish for them an easy and 
natural support. High Schools and Colleges will, as a 
natural consequence, grow out of good Common Schools. 
At present (I speak advisedly when I say that) our grad- 
uates have, in many cases, been deprived of proper early 
education ; and it is found that of those who go to Col- 
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lege, not one-half have heen properly edncated in the 
branches of Common School learning, before going' to 
College. 

" Mr. Bnrrows says : ' After all, it is in the Common 
Schools that the regeneration and complete snccess of 
Academies and Colleges mnst commence. The attempt 
to force the spirit of learning to descend, and diffaae 
itself among the people, by fostering it in higher insti- 
tutions, is as Tain as to expect heat to descend. 

" ' When the lower stratum of air is warm, the jipper 
can not be cold. 80 of education. When its spirit is 
once diffused into the mass of the people. Colleges will 
require no aid but the power of that spirit.' 

" If it were only probable that all, or even a small 
part of the advantages referred to, can be obtained, surely 
the sum of 9100,000, in a State like ours, is no hinder- 
ance ; it is less than seven cents per head on our entire 
population : and what, with respect it is asked, will all 
our wealth and greatness be worth, if the intellectual and 
moral character of the people be neglected ? 

''It must be admitted that education is as important 
here as in Prussia ; but different means must be used to 
secure its influence. There the King issues his edict, and 
obedience follows. It would not be politic here to make 
a law compelling children to attend school ; but we must 
exert some other influence. 

*' We must address ourselves to all the different incent- 
ives to honorable action ; we must remove every hinder- 
ance, and every apology for not being educated, if we 
would complete the work. We must even scatter flowers 
in the path, if need be, to allure the children to the 
school-room. 

*' Now, in almost every considerable town, a regiment 
of benevolent ladies and gentlemen are spending their 
time in begging money to educate the poor ; or, in other 
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words, to support an important department in the gov* 
emment. This proves the deficiency and the want. The 
6am.e plan to raise money for any other department, 
woald not he tolerated* It would seem to hecome a State 
like ours, to furnish the schools, and the means of sup- 
porting them. We could then employ those angels of 
mercy in a work more appropriate ; they would be found 
gathering our richest treasure into this great moral and 
litersuy gamer of the State. 

' '' It is only in this way that we can exert an influence 
m.ore powerful and salutary than the legal fiat of an 
ahsolute monarch. 

''The example of older states and other nations, are 
good to look at, 1>ut not always- to be followed. We 
must profit by -all their experience; start from their 
highest elevation ; and as we excel in every other enter- 
prise, so we must in this. In our schools we must cul- 
tivate a love of country^ and her institutions : these must 
be made worth loving. 

" It is as easy to inspire a love of liberty and law, 
connected with virtue and Christian morals, in our land, 
as in Prussia, to teach every child to love and obey the 
king, as a first principle, and a test of all other virtues 
and morals." 

This was a heavy demand upon the General Assem'bly, 
but Mr. Lewis was not deterred by it from making an 
appeal for the benefit of School-Houses. He exposed the 
need of spme action as follows : 

** SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

" Olosely connected with the foregoing subject, is an*- 
other only second in importance ; namely : that of se- 
curing the erection of good school-houses. The difficulty 

14 
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on this subject is now immense. There are now 8,370 
districts without school-houses, and in many places the 
houses now provided are wholly unfit. 

"No tax is so heavy as school-house tax. In the 
country, the difficulty is so great, that in many places 
temporary buildings are resorted to, which are really 
unfit, and in the end are the most expensive. 

"In towns and villages the want of good school- 
houses is felt the most. Some places containing from 
500 to 6,000 inhabitants, have no common school-houses. 
To build at once what ought to have been in progress for 
many years, would be difficult. Power could be given to 
corporate towns to borrow money for this purpose ; but 
that relief would be partial, and in such small loans 
would be more troublesome and expensive than if the 
whole were consolidated. If the separate action of each 
district is relied on wholly for the erection of these 
buildings, the present generation will have passed away 
before the work is done. 

"In many places the people are not able to defray the 
whole expense, especially in new counties. It is a work 
to be done where every thing else is doing ; it is more a 
duty than a work, and will give place to pressing wants. 
Half our people come here to make a living and not to 
spend a fortune — ^their fortunes are to be made before they 
can be spent. If they contribute one-half the tuition 
fees they think it as much as they can do." 

Upon the strength of this exposition, he ftuggested a 
loan, which he explained in these words : 

" I therefore respectfully suggest the propriety of rais- 
ing by loan, such sum as may be required to aid the 
towns and districts in securing lots and building school- 
houses. This does not involve any further appropriation ; 
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let the towns and districts signify in snch manner as may 
he directed, their desire to borrow from $200 to 810,000, 
as the case may be ; and if enough should be wanted to 
make the sum $100,000 or more, let the State borrow the 
amount required. The several county auditors could be 
directed to assess, on the property of the town or district, 
the amount of interest on the sum loaned, jind provide 
for paying the same into the State treasury, with other 
State taxes; the principal could either be divided into 
instalments, so that the whole should be paid in before 
the loan would be payable, say twenty years, or it could 
all stand and be collected the last year ; the expense to 
the State would not be one cent, as the duties might de- 
volve upon the proper ofQcers already in commission. 
This is not to interfere in any way with tuition funds ; 
the plan in its details is perfectly simple. If the pay- 
ment of the principal Was put into four or eight periods, 
the expense would scarcely be felt ; and the State could 
either use the funds in her own works till they were 
wanted, or reinvest them as they were paid in, till re- 
quired to pay up the loan. The loan could be made on 
the credit of the State at a fraction more than five per 
cent., perhaps for five ; and if it should require to be 
reinvested, it would bring that sum at least. 

" The people, in several towns that would require from 
$5,000 to $10,000, have expressed a desire to borrow, 
and would no doubt gladly avail themselves of such an 
opportunity, to have erected good houses for this purpose ; 
so that it is probable, a provision of this kind would, in 
less than two years, secure to at least every county seat 
and incorporated town, that which many of them so 
greatly need." 

Finally, Mr. Lewis recommended that the legislation 
of the winter be such as would endure for several years. 
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He said, "The people say they expect efficient measures. 
They think it a favorable time to reyise, improve, and 
render permanent the system ; and ihey desire that early 
and efficient measures may be taken to give general (Hrcu- 
lation to the law, so that they can be early made ac- 
quainted with its provisions, and conform their action 
thereto^; and^ though' they do not expect perfection, they 
say that they can gradually overcome the difficulties better 
than to have frequently to change their mode of pro- 
ceeding. (I give the words of others in this sentence.") 

The following are the concluding words of the first 
part of the report : " The plan I have proposed is general, 
and includes every class — ^the poorest equal to the richest 
child in Ohio. Poverty and pride, it is well said, go 
together ; and so far from condemning the sentiment, we 
should cherish the laudable aspirations of the young. 
First furnish proper objects of emulation, and then give 
a nation's energy, if required, to stimulate them onward 
to the goal.'' 
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CHAPTER XV. 

FIBST BBPOBT OONTIHUBI). 

THE second part of the report we are now considering, 
was taken up with the results of tedious inquiry into 
the uses and abuses of the privileges in lands which be- 
longed to the schools. Mr. Lewis endeavored to prepare 
the Legislature for such action as. would secure the proper 
advantages from the bequests of Congress, and the gifts 
of previous Legislatures. In order to show whether he 
succeeded, it will be necessary to present a statement of the 
School Funds in 1886, that their revenue may be contrasted 
with the revenue they enjoyed in 1838. But before giving 
that statem^it, it may be well to condense enough of the 
exposition of funds in land to describe the basis of our 
Common School revenue ; because our citizens generally 
do not imderstand it, and the sources of information are 
not conveniently accessible. The subject was treated 
by Mr. Lewis in his general report, and enlarged 
upon in a special one asked for by the House of Bepre- 
sentatives. 

Enormous losses had resulted to the School Funds in 
Ohio ; this fact was made known in 1837. Mr. Lewis 
declined to go into a history of the circumstances which 
occasioned them. It is a history which shows that bad 
temper, rather than good intention, actuated a majority of 
those to whom in early days, lands were leased or sold. 
These lands were comprised in five different grants. We 
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will quote Mr. Lewis's description of them, and of the 
leyenne arising from them.* 

• 

''FntST — ^The Virginia Military District, distribnted 
in seven entire and fifteen parts of counties. This 
whole school tract of land was one hundred and five 
thousand, one hundred and fifty-five acres : of which 
sixty-eight thousand and seventeen acres have been sold 
for $129,549.29 ; and $122,749 of this sum was in the 
Treasury, on interest, on the 19th of June, 1836. There 
is one section leased for ninety-nine years, subject to 
revaluation. The residue, thirty-six thousand, four hun- 
dred and ninety-eight acres, is under lease permanently, 
without revaluation ; and the annual rent of the whole 
is $4,503.76; which makes the annual income from 
this fund, and land unsold, $12,276.71. There were 
within the district, at the last enumeration, by the returns 
to the State Auditor, seventy-two thousand, two hundred 
and three children ; being about seventeen cents a scholar, 
leaving Hardin county out. 

'* This fund can not be increased, except so far as €tie 
one section goes, as the whole is funded either on gp-ound 
rent, or in Canal funds ; and the only change that can 
happen, wOl be by the surrender of the leases, and then 
the stock will be transferred at the same rate of income. 
This land has produced something less than two dollars 
per acre. The Agent says it is now worth about nine 
dollars per acre, on an average. 

'' Sscoim — ^The Salt lands— ^the proceeds amounting, 
without interest, to $25,989.79. In 1831, it was pro- 
vided that this money, as it was received, should he 
funded, till January, 1835, and then, that the interest 



* It will be borne in mind that these are isolated paragraphs firom 
Ifr. Lewis's report, referring to 1837. 
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sTiould be annually distribnted in all the counties in the 
State. There appears to have been no annual funding 
of the interest, or distribution. If interest is charged to 
the State or Canal fund, at a compound rate, it will make 
the sum on hand about <>35,000. The interest on this 
sum, say <>2,100, though small, would be liable to dis- 
tribution for the whole State. 

''Third — ^The Western Eeserve School Fund arising 
from fifty-six thousand acres of school land, the whole of 
which is sold, and the proceeds, $143,635.29, is paid into 
the Treasury. The interest, to the amount of $15,073.71, 
is added to the principal, making $158,659.00. Tte 
interest on this sum, to be annually paid for schools, is 
$9,520.14. The district includes the eight counties in 
the Reserve, and contained, at the last enumeration, 
seventy-five thousand, five hundred and six children, 
of proper age for school. The fund would therefore pay 
a fraction less than thirteen cents per scholar. This is 
also permanent. 

** By an act of Congress, passed June 19, 1834, there 
is a grant to the Eeserve of school land sufficient to make 
it, with what has heretofore been granted, equal to one- 
thirty-sixth of the Reserve. This land has been selected, 
and is said to be valuable. I have not learned the quan- 
tity contained in the grant. 

"Fourth — ^The United States Military Tract — ^the exact 
number of acres not being stated, but the fund arising 
from sales being, in 1837, $109,193.88. It includes 
nine counties, and parts of counties, and there are in it 
fifty-eight thousand, eight hundred and sixty children 
of school age. 

" Fifth — Section Sixteen — ^the original group from 
Congress. The whole amount of proceeds of this land 
sold, as reported by State Auditor, is $645,774.64. 
The interest is $38,472.59. This is divided unequally 
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lato 866 townsliips. The Idghest amaaat of pnBcipal 
whicH appears, u $14,0009 and the lowest is 93.06. 

** It 18 known, however, that some townships will have, 
when their money is all paid, above 930,000; and, 
perhaps, none will fall below $200 ***** 

"The qnantity of land unsold, including that for 
fractional townships yet to be located, wiU exceed two 
hundred and twenty thousand acres. The average value 
must be four dollars per acre, making, in value, eight 
hundred and eighty thousand dollars : this is below the 
actual quantity and value. I beg leave to refer to my 
special report, on the subject of these lands, for more 
detailed information, as well as for the information 
relative to fractional townships' school lands. 

''The interest on the surplus revenue forms an im- 
portant item of school fund, being 9100,363 per annum, 
on what is now paid into the Treasury. The law does 
not fix the time from which interest is to be computed ; 
and without further legislation, difficulty will arise, and, 
perhaps, loss to the school fund. ***** 

"The great variety of claims under whieb original 
entries of lands have been made, renders it impossible, 
for the present, with the means that I possess, to fix the 
number of sections sixteen in the State that have been 
reserved for schools. From the best data at hand, the 
number is about 700 ; of these, it appears from . the 
State Auditor's books, that 366 have been disposed of, 
in whole or in part. The number of acres sold in each 
township does not appear, and in some instances it is 
known to be less than the entire sections. There may 
be, and probably are, some sections sold, of which returns 
have not yet been made ; allowing for such cases, there 
must remain at least equal to 300 entire school sections 
unsold, or 192,000 acres of school land in sections 
sixteen. ****** 
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^'A school section in an improving settlement was 
leased at an early daj, say from 1810 to 1820, at the 
very low price wliich lands in the country were then held, 
say from one to ten dollars per acre, for the term 
of ninety-nine years, renewable forever, subject to re- 
valuation every twenty or thirty years, as the case may 
be, for they vary in tim*e ; the interest on the valuation 
was paid annually. In the mean time, the land had, 
when the law was passed, increased in value two or three 
hundred per cent., and, since its passage, has risen as 
muoh. more : so that land only paying an interest of four 
dollars per acre, is worth, in some cases, twenty to thirty 
dollars per acre, and generally in that proportion at 
least. 

"By the operation of this law, the tenant may sur- 
render his lease, and, on paying the former appraisement, 
take a deed in fee simple for land sometimes worth six 
times as much as he pays. Gases have come to my 
knowledge where land has thus been taken at six dollars 
per acre, worth, at the time, fifty dollars. Thus, the 
township which was, in fact, well provided with school 
lands, is deprived of almost the whole value by a law 
which can in no case operate for their benefit, but always 
against them ; none but good lands are taken on those 
leases, and they are not surrendered unless they have 
greatly increased in value ; the tenants, to be sure, make 
their fortunes, but the schools are sacrificed. In this way 
a large quantity of land has been conveyed, and a large 
quantity of valuable land is now exposed to the like 
operation. The whole loss can not be estimated now, 
though it must be immense — in some single townships 
more than fifteen thousand dollars." 

These extracts, though but partial, are sufficient to 

exhibit the abuses which Mr. Lewis sought to correct. 

15 
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Every-where he had to overcome nn willingness to enforce, 
or obey the laws. He said, "There are at least eight 
different statutes providing for the punishment of certain 
offenses by fine, and giving the fines, when recovered, 
to Common Schools. Some provide for payment to the 
township, and some to the county treasuiy ; and though 
it is notorious that prosecutions and fines, imder these 
statutes, frequently occur, particularly in towns and 
cities, yet, so far as I can learn, little or no credits are 
given for such funds. But very few of the returns notice 
tha, subject at all; leaving us to infer, that if these fines 
are ever paid over, they get into the wrong treasury 
and are lost.'' 

Having sketched Mr. Lewis's view of the basis and 
condensed his account of the abuses of School Funds, we 
can present now an abstract of the general statistics in 
his report. This Abstract is valuable because from it 
dates the earliest statistical information respecting schools 
in Ohio. 

ABSTRACT OF RBPOET. 

Number of counties reported, 63 

" townahipe, 1,129 

" districts reported, 7,033 

" " notreported, 715 

" males between four and twenty-one years,* 254,530 

« females,* 238,307 

Number reported as in school more than ) Hales, 45,311 

two and less than four months, > Females, 38,985 



,, , « , } Males.*** 

More than four months, > ^ : 

) Females, 



31,664 
30,480 



Total in schools as reported, 146,440 

Supposed to be in school not reported, 81,865 

Total in schools, from the most accurate eyidenoe to be relied on,* -227,805 

* This included the estimated -number of children in non-reportiog 
districts. 



u 



SAMUEL LEWIS. 171 

Kumber of public schools, ••iJSft 

private Boliooli, •• 2175 

— '- — 6,611 

months public schools have been tanghty 22 168 

private « w 8]554 

male teachers emplojed, 4757 

« female « 3^jq5 

Amount paid teachers of public schools, as reported, $286,767 

SOUBOES OF BBTENUB FOB FUBLIO SCHOOLS. 

Amount tax reported, $119,230 

True amount not less than $140,000. 

Amount of ground rents, and interest on the various school funds 

in State Treasury included, 88,712 

Amount subscription paid into public schools, 105,131 

" from all other sources, ♦ 4557 

Total amount paid for support of public schools, being $30,973 

more than has been reported, $317,730 

" ** private ** « 148,008 

Number of school-houses, • • • 4,378 

Amount paid this year for building and repairing school-houses,. $60,421 

« raised by tax, 61,690 

" '* subscription, 1,199 

** owing for school-houses, 82929 

Number of school lots secured in fee or lease, 3,690 

FBBSENT (1837) BESOUBOBS FOB SOHOOL PVBTOSBS. 

Virginia Military Fund, in money or land, productive, $204,612 04 

United States Military Fund, . v 109,193 88 

Connecticut Western Reserve School Fund, 158,669 00 

Amount proceeds of Section 16, paid in and funded, 645,774 64 

" " Salt Land, also funded, 35,000 00 

$1,153,239 66 

This sum, except $6,800, bears 6 per cent, inter- 
est, and produces .$68,786 84 

Estimated amount of proceeds of section 16, 

not yet paid in, and not on interest, $400,000 00 

Estimated school land unsold, 220,000 acres 

@H •••••• 880,000 00 

The proceeds of the last item can not be esti- 
mated at more than 20,000 00 

Total of school funds, in money and land, $2,433,239 56 

Total proceeds of school lands and funds, $88,786 34 
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^Estimated amowit of school taz^ @ one and 

a half xniU on the dollar, $140,000 00 

Interest on amount snrplus revenue paid in, • • • 100,363 00* 

Amount paid in by subsoription and other 

sources, 109,788 00 

Total amount to be paid into public schools for 

tuition for the year 1837-8, $438,937 34 

To his report, Mr. Lewis appended an account of the 
expenditures of his department. The entire disbursement 
from his contingent fund was •280.02; two-thirds of 
which was expended for exporting documents. Added 
to the Superintendent's salary, ($500,) this disbursement 
made the expense of the school department $780. 

The industry Mr. Lewis had displayed, and the zeal he 
evinced, as well as the wisdom which his recommenda- 
tions disclosed, commended hi^ report to the favorable 
Consideration of even those who were least inclined to 
forward the school movement. When the document had 
been carefully reviewed, there was an evident disposition 
in the General Assembly to take an advanced step for the 
encouragement of popular education. There was a gen- 
eral agreement upon the necessity of a liberal fund for 
the support of free schools, but a diversity of opinion in 
regard to the most prudent means for accomplishing the 
object. The Legislature of that winter comprised a body 
of men who held wide influence, several of whom subse- 
quently filled more prominent offices. The committees in 
both branches of the Legislature, awakened and encour- 
aged by the personal appeals of Mr, Lewis, were fully 
disposed to do justice to the cause of free education, 
and, guided by his counsels, prepared a bfll "for the 
support and better regulation of Common Schools," a 
large portion of which was by his own suggestion ; and 

* This inoludes some special taxes in a few tovns, besides the one and a 
half mUl on the dollar. 
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all of wliicli was reported to the House on the 5th of 
February, 1838. 

Mr. Vanhook,* the Chairman of that Committee, ac- 
companied the bill with remarks upon the law of 1836-7, 
and the appointment of Mr. Lewis as Superintendent. 
He said the bill just presented was a part of the result 
of the observations of the Superintendent. We quote 
his words : 

"The committee can not for a moment doubt its 
adoption, for they fully and confidently believe that those 
entrusted with the happiness and destiny of a great state, 
ample in resources and powerful in numbers, will take 
pride in forming the basis of a system, harmonious in 
its character, perfect in its part, regular in its details, 
sufficient in itself to afford the priceless gem of education 
to all, and which will do lasting honor to the State, and 
credit to its founder.*' 

The bill embodied mainly the recommendations of the 
report of Mr. Lewis. It was favorably received, but 
thoroughly discussed. It met no stubborn opposition in 
principle, but some of its details were deemed exception- 
able, and it was amended in several minor particulars, 
finally passed through both Houses, and declared to be in 
force after the first day of April, 1838. 



* It is proper to say here, that Mr, Vanhook was the leader on behalf 
of school interests in the Legislature, and that to his indastry* ta«t and 
intelligence, much of what was accomplished is to be attributed. To 
Leicester King, a member of the Senate, Mr. Lewis always acknowledged 
his obligations for yaluable aid rendered at this time. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

SECOND TEAR AS SUPERINTENDENT. 

THE leading newspapers of the State highly com- 
mended Mr. Lewis's report, and nrged upon the people 
more active interest in education. The new law was not 
favorably received in even a majority of the counties ; 
hut it was reasonably supposed that with the journal, 
which the Legislature bad authorized, and by means of 
the renewed personal efforts of the Superintendent, — 
which he proposed most zealously to give, — ^it could be 
so explained and vindicated, that in the end a majority 
of the people would not only accept it, but be in favor 
of its thorough execution. 

The first number of the School Journal, which Mr. 
Lewis called "The Ohio School Director," was issued in 
March. It was occupied chiefly with the School Law, 
accompanied with an appeal from which we quote : 

" The Legislature has, in compliance with enlightened 
public sentiment, passed what it believed to be a law 
that will meet the wants of the people, and furnish to 
every child in the State, the means of a good education ; 
which is, in fact, the only mode of distributing to every 
family alike the blessings of a free government and equal 
privileges. 

" But the passage of the law will avail but little, unless 
the people are careful to see that every provision is com- 
plied with. Every man has duties to perform and bene- 
fits to receive — ^the patriot and Christian — ^the parent and 
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brother, and especially the mother and sister, are all in- 
terested, and are called npon to take an interest in this 
snbject. It is for yourselves, yonr families and neighbors, 
that this appeal is made. An opportunity is now offered 
to add to all the other honors and glories of the State 
schools superior, and citizens better educated, than any 
that have gone before. ***** 

''I engage in the discharge of my duties with an 
earnest desire to promote the cause of education and 
virtue ; and to do this, I can only promise all that I have 
of time, strength, and talent. Relying on the assistance 
of a tried and never-failing Providence, and the zealous 
and hearty co-operation of the thirty thousand school 
officers, and of the whole people, I entertain not the 
least fear but that in two years from this time, Ohio will 
at least not be second in educational advantages to any 
sister State. 

'* I shall visit, if life and health permit, every county 
in the State, before next November.'' 

To fulfill this promise was a severe task. Mr. Lewis 
could only travel on horseback ; and often he would be 
compelled to ride over execrable roads thirty to thirty-five 
miles a day, and then lecture at night. But he knew 
what was demanded of him, and was prepared, in as far 
as physical and mental power permitted, to answer that 
demand. 

There can be no question but that the repeated absences 
from home and family, entailed by the labors of his 
office, weighed heavily upon the mind of Mr. Lewis. We 
find, in the perusal of his letters to his family, how much 
he valued their society, and how greatly he mourned its 
deprivation. He writes home under date of January 
13th, 1838 : " I am now more than ever anxious to get 
home. My report has been presented, and is now 
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printing ; iihey liave ordered eleven thousand copies to be 
printed, which is the largest number ever printed in this 
Btate of anj public document. .. How they will like it 
when they see it all, I can not tell. At their request, I 
read the body of the reporfc in the House of Bepresenta- 
tiyes on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. As far as 
they have seen it, they received it well, and promise 
to act. * ^ * What pains me is the thought, that, 
after all,. I may spend my strength for nothing, and pos- 
sibly leave the field with less reputation than when I 
entered it. I wish that some good man could be found, 
who would take my place, by the consent of the Legis- 
lature, and let me quit a field that calls for more power, 
both physical and intellectual, than I have. But from 
present demonstrations I am not to be discharged ; a few 
weeks, however, will determine. * * * * 

" I find public business unfriendly to Christian enjoy- 
ment ; or rather, that more grace is required to sustain 
me in public than in private. And if I could at all feel 
justified in spending my time in reference to my own 
comfort, I should on no account leave home on this or any 
other business. We must learn, however, to live not so 
much for ourselves as for others, looking to the approba- 
tion of heaven and our own hearts for our reward. My 
anxiety about the children is great ; and the thought, that 
while I am serving the children of others, I may he 
neglecting my own, startles me. I wish nothing neglected 
that can make them wiser and better; and if our lives 
are spared, we may hope in our old age to find comfort 
in these ; and if we are separated earlier, we shall on 
leaving the world be comforted in the hope that our 
children have been properly trained." 

Under date of February 13th, he writes again : " The 
House has to-day taken up the School Bill, and ap- 
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pear mclined to go throngli with it. Ton will know 
the result soon. My anxiety for rest and home, I fear, 
cools my ardor for the sueeeis of the measure. Providence, 
however, will do right with me and all that concerns me, 
and I pray for confidence and resignation. I am now 
more lonesome than ever, and if my duty would allow, this 
baeiness and myself would very soon be separated forever, 
at least so far as it would keep me from home." 

On February 19th, he writes : "If flattering compli- 
ments could make me happy, I should be so. Letters, 
newspapers, pamphlets, and individuals have all given me 
a full share of credit for learning and talent that I never 
possessed. These, however, do me no good, and if my 
sense of duty would permit, I should leave the field and be 
with yon in a week, to be separated no more till one of 
US should be called home. 

** I went to-day to hear preaching at the Penitentiary. 
If I have not been pleased, I have been very much in- 
terested, to witness about four hundred men, all bearing 
the marks and in the dress of convicts, enter the eating- 
room, which is used for the Chapel, in silent prison order, 
and take their seats to listen to the doctrines of the 
Gospel. Many of them paid good attention, and seemed 
interested. Many are very young, some quite boys, and 
my heart almost bled to see their innocent-looking faces. 
For I was led involuntarily to reflect on the wounded and 
broken-hearted parents, sisters, and brothers of these 
victims of early crime. Q-od only knows how many 
hearts are aching and eyes weeping for the fate of that 
group ; and I left the prison, if not a better, certainly a 
wiser and more grateful man than I entered it. The 
vision haunts me still, and I can not keep it out of my 
mind. * * * * 

"I send you a paper to-day that will give you some 
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insight into the sayings of the press conceming jonr poor 
ignorant servant. I find, in spite of all my blnnders, I 
am still overrated ; though I am certainly not to blame, 
for I have always taken care to let it be known that I 
know very little. And I came very near putting a sen- 
tence in at the close of my report, telling the people that 
I was a fool, and they must not confide in me. I ha^e 
now made up my mind to let the deception go on, and, 
unless I forget myself, will never again give the important 
information that I am a dunce ; but will leave the people 
to find it out for themselves, or suffer under the present 
professed delusion." 

Early in the spring of 1838, Mr. Lewis caused a cir- 
cular to be published, making a list of appointments in 
country towns, announcing that he would address the 
people, and begging that teachers, directors, and other 
school officers would meet him,, assuring them that 
nothing but death or sickness would prevent his attend- 
ance. Unwilling^ however, to be separated from his 
family for so long a time, he made all arrangements to 
secure their company for a portion of it, by providing his 
own means of conveyance, by carriage and horses ; and 
a part of his family was with him during some three, or 
four months of the summer. 

In the spring, he visited the counties in the Muskingum 
Valley, and those adjoining, and in the summer and fall 
canvassed the southern, central, and northern counties, to 
an extent and with a fidelity and punctuality rarely 
equaled by candidates for popular office. Kev. W. H. 
M'Ghiflfey, well known as a friend of education, was in 
his company and spoke frequently at the public meetings, 
during about two months, thereby relieving him some- 
what of that portion of his excessive labors. Mr. Lewis 
found much to contend with, but did not fail to learn 
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tliat his labors during the previotts year had aroused the 
friends of Common Schools. In the antnmn of this year 
(1838,) various educational conventions were held, and 
in all of them the value of these labors was recognized. 
It was admitted that, stimulated by his example and 
guided by his councils, the friends of free education in 
Ohio had taken a step forward, and would maintain 
their advanced position. 

While Mr. Lewis was lecturing, answering questions 
about the School Law, and appealing to the people for 
the prompt and cheerful support of Common Schools, he 
was obliged to edit the "Director," and explain the 
School Law, as well as vindicate it, and appeal to the 
public in its behalf. He addressed himself, both in his 
public lectures and in the ** Director," to the immediate 
interests of the people. With fervid eloquence he pressed 
the advantage of education to their material interests ; 
with zealous energy he illustrated the folly of a neglect 
of education, by allusions to familiar incidents in the 
daily working life of the mechanic and the farmer ; and 
wherever he could find readers or hearers, the cause of 
free schools was advanced. 

But there were many who would neither read nor 
listen ; and some of these were men of influence. Mr. 
Lewis found often that the law had influential opponents 
who had never read it, — and enemies who had studied, to 
be able to misrepresent it. In spite of these obstacles to 
the success of his efforts, he was hopeful that the Sep- 
tember elections for school officers would exhibit an inter- 
est in the faithful execution of the law. He not only 
employed the "Director" to this end, but he made it a 
purpose in private correspondence, and urged it in com- 
munications to the newspapers. In many northern coun- 
ties he succeeded, but in the central and southern por- 
tions of the State, his hopes were sadly disappointed. 
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These efforts were most snccessfal where be had the 
opportunity of making his personal appeals to the people. 
A single instance will show what power he wielded by 
these appeals. Having sent before, as has already been 
stated, his list of appointments, he reached a certain one 
of these late in the afternoon of the day appointed. The 
County Auditor had been requested to give notice as 
usual ; but such was the opposition of the people, led on 
by a few influential men, who were opposed to the School 
Law, that he had not dared to make the announcement. 
These men, however, to whom we just now referred, as 
influential and leading men in that county, had appointed 
for the same evening a meeting of those who were op- 
posed to the action of the Legislature, and to the motions 
of the Superintendent in behalf of popular education. 

When Mr. Lewis reached the place, he soon inquired 
where the meeting he had appointed was to be held. The 
inn -keeper could only inform him that there was a meet- 
ing on the subject of education to be held on that evening 
in the Gourt-House. He at once ascertained the character 
of the meeting, and although sick and weary he repaired 
at the appointed time to the Court-House. Here he found 
assembled a large number of the people of the neighbor- 
hood, who soon organized the meeting by the appoint- 
ment of one of the aforesaid politicians to the chair. 
He assumed that position, and explained the object of the 
meeting. As usual, a committee was appointed to report 
resolutions, and a series was immediately forthcoming, 
which opposed the School Law, demanded its repeal, and 
the repeal of all school taxes, censured the Superintend- 
ent in the severest terms, and imperatively demanded his 
withdrawal from his office, evincing throughout a determ- 
ined opposition to the school system and even to Mr. 
Lewis personally. 

Sundry speeches followed the report, all sustaining the 
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resolntions, and some of tliem even of a threatening cHar* 
acter toward Mr. Lewis, who sat patiently by, unknown 
to most of those present. When the vote was about to 
be taken on these resolutions, Mr. Lewis arose and asked 
leave to speak in his own behalf and in behalf of the cause 
he advocated. It was with the greatest dijQficulty that he 
obtained the privilege of speaking, which was granted 
at length by a bare majority of votes. He then arose, 
and referring but briefly to any vindication of his own 
character and position, he went into a clear and able 
argument in behalf of the free education of the whole 
people. The symptoms of disapprobation, which were, 
at first, heard from a few, soon subsided, and, for about 
one hour, he held the audience in mute attention, as he 
presented the claims of education, its demands upon their 
generous sympathies, — ^treating the question, not as if it 
were already prejudged, as had really been the case, but 
as if it were indeed a debatable question among them. 
We may not here present even a synopsis of this speech, 
one of the most powerful he ever delivered, and which 
few have forgotten who had the privilege of listening 
to it. During the progress of the speech, a young lawyer 
of the town was preparing, in his seat, a series of reso* 
lutions, approving the law, pledging the county to its 
support and better execution, eulogizing the Superintend- 
ent, tendering him the warmest sympathies of the meet- 
ing, and altogether taking the very highest position in 
favor of education. 

As soon as Mr. Lewis concluded, the young man arose, 
and prefacing his resolutions by expressions of the warm- 
est regard in favor of Mr. Lewis and of school interests, 
and of the highest admiration for the really self-denying 
efforts of the Superintendent, he moved to lay the previ- 
ous set of resolutions on the table by substituting his 
own. The question was taken without further debate^ 
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and ibe latter set of resolntioiLB was carried almost Qnan* 
imoDsly, tbe meeting adjourned, and the crowd gathered 
around Mr. Lewis with tears of sympathy and pledges o£ 
support, and the same comity now has few competitors 
and no superiors in its educational privileges, and its 
devotion to the interests of £ree schools. 

The condition of schools in parts of the State may be 
inferred from the fact that in the fourth number of the 
<' Director/' Mr. Lewis stated, in an article about, teach- 
ers, books and studies, that reading and writing were 
attempted to be taught in all the schools, but in many 
arithmetic was not taught, and that geography, histoiy, 
philosophy and chemistry ought to be. Indeed, on one 
occasion, while riding along the road, in one of the 
northern counties, he read upon a sign in front of a log 
school-house, "The three It's teached here." Seeing the 
teacher, as he supposed, standing in the door, he inquired 
what branches were designated by this title. " Why, 
reading, ritinp ctnd reihmetic,'* was the honest reply. 

On another occasion, in visiting a school-house in the 
Muskingum Valley, he asked the privilege of listening to 
some of the classes as they should recite. To which the 
teacher answered, that he had classes in reading, writing 
and geography, but that arithmetic was his hobby. Mr. 
Lewis desiring still to hear his hobby class recite, he put 
him off by various excuses, preferring first the reading 
class, then the geography class, but all the time insist- 
ing that arithmetic toas his hobby. After some persuasion 
he finally brought forward his best arithmetic class, when 
it was found that the recitation would have disgraced any 
first class in our present district schools, that had studied 
the science for one week. The poor teacher begged off 
for his class, by saying that his best scholars were away, 
that he had taught school twenty years, and that arUh' 
ntetic fffos his hobby. 
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Mr. Lewis wished teachers to have good wages, hut 
he told them they must be good tieachers. He pleaded 
strongly for township and county associations of teach- 
ers, to prepare the way for a State Teachers* Association; 
because in order permanently and generally to elevate 
the profession of teaching, it was necessary that teach- 
ers have, among themselves, an organization fixing the 
standard of excellence. 

"When these views were published, there had been two 
State Conventions of the friends of education, which 
were held under the auspices of the College of Teachers. 
The third met at Columbus, in December, 1888 ; and the 
zealous efforts of Mr. Lewis contributed largely to the 
respectable and influential attendance upon it. The gath- 
ering was quite large, and the leading educationists of the 
8tate participated in the discussions, which were upon the 
most important topics. Among these topics, were, sing- 
ing in the schools, and a Teachers' Seminary under State 
auspices and patronage. Besolutions were unanimously 
adopted, sustaining Mr. Lewis as Superintendent, and 
emphatic in their expressions. He knew very well that 
efforts would be made in the Legislature of that winter to 
weaken the influence of the School Law, and to retard 
the educational progress of the State, and he was encour- 
aged by the firm action of the Convention to be unflinch- 
ing in his annual report.* 

* It was at this eonrenfcion that Mr. Johnson, then of GarroU oonntj, 
afterwards and now of Hamilton, told a story describing the condition of 
the schools in which he gained the rudiments of an education, — a story 
that will be remembered as long, at least, as himself. He said when he 
went to school in the fall, all the scholars began to spell at ''Booby," and 
no matter what progress they made, the next winter, all were tamed back 
to '' Booby," and so it continued, year after year; — their teacher believing 
that the earth was as flat as the plate on which he ate his breakfast, and 
having no idea of the mystery involved in the difference between the 
numerator and denominator of a vulgar fraction. 
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The fears of the friends of education seemed to be not 
without foundation, when one of the members of the 
lower House offered a resolution instructing the standing 
Committee on Schools to report a bill, amending the act 
of the previous session, so as to abolish the office of Su- 
perintendent, reduce the State tax one mill, and make the 
duties of school directors less onerous. Although this 
resolution was laid on the table, there was felt to be dan- 
ger ahead. And while, so far as he was personally con- 
cerned, Mr. Lewis would willingly have retired, he felt 
that the success of this attack would retard the progress 
of the school interest for many years ; while on the other 
hand, all felt assured, that if it stood then, it could not 
be moved thereafter. The interests of the people de- 
manded his continued labors, and he postponed a con- 
templated visit to his family, in order to use all his per- 
sonal influence and efforts to save the cause in the severe 
struggle now anticipated. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

SECOND ANNUAL REPORT. 

ON the 24th of December, 1838, Mr. Lewis presented 
his Second Annual Report, which was immediately 
referred to the Committee on Schools. It opened with 
an explanation, that though the result might not be as 
favorable as could be desired, he deemed it his duty to 
present the subject as fully as possible. Said he : ** One 
great diflBculty to be overcome, is the imp .tienoe of the 
public. Accustomed as we are in this country, to begin 
and end the most important enterprises in a short time, 
there is danger of tiring in a work which costs years 
of labor, before its fruits can be fairly seen, and half an 
age before it can arrive at maturity. Ind^d, opponents 
of our free institutions have prophesied that we could 
never begin and carry forward to completion, a great 
state, or national measure, because its prosecution must 
depend on popular opinion, which they allege is not 
sufficiently permanent to carry on a work requiring long 
continued effort. The great measures of our government, 
it is true, unlike most others, depend solely for their adop- 
tion, permanence, and completion on public opinion ; 
but where that public opinion has calmly settled down 
^ upon a principle of action, and stamped its decree upon 
the mass of mind, it has a power and will, stronger 
than any government which has yet existed in Chris- 
tendom, and possesses within itself a moral influence 
which gives it more permanence than any dynasty 

of any country. 

16 
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^^The canse of nniversal edncation by a Bjsteiu of 
Common Schools has been most cautiously approached ; 
discussion has marked every step of its progress ; and 
public attention has been called to it in every possible 
way. This careful scrutiny, far from doing any harm, 
has produced a settled and almost universal conviction 
in favor of a well organized plan of Common Schools. 
In this, as ii^ all other great national works, the action 
and opinion of the people must have preceded the action 
of the Legislature ; and on this strong ground is founded 
the security of the cause. For, however much complaint 
may be made in particular cases about the imperfections 
of the law, or errors in its execution, still public demon- 
stration proves that the State of Ohio would not tolerate 
for a moment any measure, that would essentially lessen 
her educational advantages. Common Schools thus form 
a part of our State policy ; and, like our internal im- 
provement system, enlist the active support of great 
majorities of all parties, political and religious ; and so 
long as we can have this institution, conducted on the 
broad public ground, upon which all, or nearly all agree, 
we can not be too sanguine in our anticipations of its 
extensive benefits." 

Urging patience for the perfection of a great work, 
Mr. Lewis referred to the movements of the last Legis- 
lature for the advancement of education, and insisted that 
few men could have been found ready to give up the 
cause of Common Schools. 

** The question to be solved was, how the system could 
be so modified, as to ejOTect the object desired, namely : 
the education of the great mass of the people, upon terms 
consistent with our condition of liberty and equality. 
And here we remark, that too much care can not be taken, 
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while we are admiring European systems, to avoid such 
parts thereof as are not snited to our country. It can not 
he denied that there is too much of a disposition to copy 
from the old country. We should recollect that educa- 
tion there, is intended to keep up artificial and arbitrary 
distinctions in society ; the discussion of political subjects, 
or those relative to civil liberty and government, is more 
or less prohibited, while here no such distinctions in 
society do or can exist, so long as our free constitution is 
preserved ; but the utmost liberty is allowed, and even 
invited, in discussing every subject, whether of a civil, 
religious, literary, or scientific character. As the princi- 
ples of our government differ from all other countries, 
and our youth are bom to higher privileges and respon- 
sibilities than those of any other land, so we find it 
important, to adapt our system of instruction in its 
character and influence to the free institutions under 
which we live," 

After sketching the progress of events which led to the 
adoption, of the law of 1837-8, Mr. Lewis continued ; 

** Time alone can fully prove the extent of benefit to be 
derived from that measure. In forming an estimate upbn 
this subject, we must bear in mind, that the old law was 
admitted, on all hands, to be too defective to allow of its 
remaining unchanged. To do something, was indispens- 
able, and if the present law is not as perfect as we could 
now wish, it does not follow, that a better one could have 
been framed at that time, or that, by restoring the former 
law, our system would be improved. We must bear in 
mind also, that every movement on this subject is 
avowedly for improvement. Very few, if any, can be 
found ini our State who will bring forward a proposition 
expressly to destroy or injure this great work. By this 
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test we can measure every complaint that may be made. 
If it be tbat the system is not sufficient, does not fumisli 
ample means and powers to tbe people to effect the object, 
or if it does not with sufficient certainty, compel the 
officers to discharge their important school duties, then, 
room is left for appropriate improvements. But if com* 
plaints are made that too much is done, or required to be 
done, then it becomes us to inquire whether measures 
recommended by persons thus complaining, would result 
in making the system less efficient and provide less 
means for the support of these popular institutions of 
the people. 

" It will not be pretended that the law is perfect ; it 
was not so expected by its framers. There can, however, 
be no doubt that it is predicated on correct principles, and 
in the main is what we need. Still as it goes into prac- 
tice, we shall see its defects, and, keeping the body sound, 
can add, from time to time, such provisions as experience 
may prove requisite. I am so thoroughly convinced of 
this, that such amendments only will be recommended, 
as are required to give efficacy to the law and render 
certain some matters of detail that are differently con- 
strued. A law embracing so many interests and details, 
and requiring to conform to so many other existing laws, 
could not have been entirely perfect in all parts at its 
creation. It would have been unlike any other law, 
if perfection had been obtained at once; we can now 
easily see and supply its defects. 

''The law after defining several specific duties, left it 
uncertain how much labor was expected from me. I 
could only become familiar with the condition of schools, 
and the mode of doing business in the several counties, 
by traveling, and this seemed to be expected by the pub- 
lic. I have accordingly visited sixty-five counties. As 
the law was in some of its provisions entirely new, and 
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many inqtiiries were made on the subject, it was gener- 
ally desired that pnblio addresses should be delivered, 
which was done in most of the connties through which I 
passed. Opportunity was afforded me of conversing with 
different school officers and citizens, as well as visiting a 
great number of schools, where I could not only observe 
what was doing and upon what principles, but also the 
general state of education throughout our country. Such 
information was given and received in all these cases, as 
time and opportunity would admit. These labors, with 
the various other duties of the department, have occupied 
all my time, and have enabled me, I think, to understand 
the condition of schools in the several counties, and what 
further is required to supply the demand, and comply with 
the wishes of the people. 

"From all the information thus derived, I have no 
doubt but that a large majority of the people are in favor, 
and comparatively but few opposed, to the present law. 
But time enough has not elapsed to enable the warmest 
friends to have witnessed the full operation of the present 
system ; it is new, and aims at reducing to order, har- 
mony and usefulness, a department admitted by all to 
have had neither order nor harmony, and comparatively 
but little usefulness. It was, with two-thirds of those 
who were active, a new work, and in many places an 
arduous one ; the duties, in many cases, being left to be 
performed by officers elected for other purposes. Though 
the law was in force from the first of April, yet, as it 
continued the former directors in office, they were almost 
uniformly governed by the old law, and were so in fact 
from necessity, as in four-fifths of the districts they had 
no funds to allow any more than ordinary arrangements 
to be made. So far as relates to the means of tuition, 
the greatest e^ct of the law thus far, has been to bring 
the former disbursing officers to account, and to induce the 
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people generallj to turn their attention to the subject and 
make preparations for the schools, which can be sustained 
on the fonds that will be famished this winter. Hitherto 
the burdens of the law only have been known, and not 
till after this report is snbmittedy will the people begin 
folly to realize the results of your liberal l^islation of 
last winter. And yet we can not shut our eyes to the 
facts that meet us eveiy-where, proving beyond cavil, that 
the year 1838 has witnessed a more rapid and extensive 
development of public enterprise and effective action for 
Common Schools, than has been known at any former 
period. Letters from county auditors and other officers in 
different parts of the State, furnish the most encouraging 
information and abundant evidence, that the work is 
progressing as rapidly as its most ardent friends could 
have expected. 

"It will be well to distinguish between complaints 
against the details of a system, and those against the 
principles on which it is based. It will be found that the 
complaints which are most common, refer not to the 
object of the law, but to the fact that no plan has yet 
been devised by which the law can be executed without 
some trouble to the school officers; and it is doubtfiil 
whether this difficulty can be obviated entirely. It will 
of course subside as officers become more familiar with 
these duties. It is doubtful whether it would be an im- 
provement to make the law (if it could be done) so as to 
dispense with the action of the people. There is not 
more action now required than is needed to induce the 
people to become familiar with the law and its principles. 
Unless they do so, they will be apt to be careless in 
watching the public interest in these matters ; and though 
it may seem difficult, yet it should be learned by all, for 
in the acquisition of this very knowledge, a benefit will 
have resulted worth all the cost of the system. An 
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amount of talent will be developed in the conrse of this 
'work, which will give an increased energy and activity 
to all the business and enterprise of the country." 

The foregoing extracts explain the convictions and 
hopes of the Superintendent, upon the law under which 
he worked ; and passing over some explanations upon 
the duties of school officers, we may now quote from his 
remarks upon the *' character of instruction in Common 
Schools :" 

'* Every possible variety is found in the character of the 
teachers and the kind and manner of instruction. There 
is this encouragement, however: the people are very 
generally convinced of present defects, and seem determ- 
ined to remedy the evils. There are but few places where 
a teacher can be employed, who does not pretty well 
understand English G-rammar and Geography, in addition 
to Beading, Writing and Arithmetic. 

" One error still prevails to a ruinous extent, namely : 
the neglect of cultivating and developing the powers of the 
mind, while every thing is attempted to be done by taxing 
memory witi the weight of names and ahrtractione. allow- 
ing no play for thought, and exciting no interest whatever 
ih the child's mind. It seems as if many of our teachers 
and book-makers, from the highest to the lowest depart- 
ments, forget that children have minds, and suppose that 
the only powers they will ever possess, are to be imparted 
by teachers, whereas the teacher ought to know that he 
can not impart a single iota of power. The most he can 
do, is to develop powers already in existence, and because 
the attempt has been made rather to create than to cul- 
tivate, the mind of man has, in many cases, been actually 
cramped and weakened rather than streng^ened at 
school. 
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«< There is one other defect in our schools that re^nijpes 
particular attention* it is in 

''FEMALE EDCOATIOir. 

''Men are called abroad, and to them every place and 
kind of business is open. Whatever may have been the 
defects in their early education, with industry, integrity 
and ordinary capacity, they can make their way through 
the crowd, and take their places with those born and 
educated to greater advantages. Not so with women ; 
they are by the habits of their sex kept from almost all 
opportunities of advancing beyond the sphere of their 
early associations, and if there is an occasional exception 
to this general rule, it is remarked as extraordinary. 
Burely, it can not be just to depress the daughters of our 
land. It may be said with truth that Ohio does not (ex* 
cept in a few cases) furnish instruction for females, at all 
adapted to their sphere in life, or such as will be likely to 
elevate their views, refine their taste, and cultivate that 
delicacy of sentiment and propriety of conduct, which 
the good of the country, no less than their own happiness, 
requires. It should be kept in mind that the females in 
our schools will be the mothers of the next generation, 
and, what shall be the character of that generation, de- 
pends on what education we furnish to the present." 

Recommending that the German language be permitted 
in the schools, as the readiest way to secure a general 
adoption of the English in districts where a majority of 
the people used the German chiefly, Mr. Lewis explained 
that the law had produced good results by the clause 
which encouraged the building of school-houses, and 
again urged the propriety of authorizing loans to be made 
for that purpose. 



*0 
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'' In a large namber of onr county towns, votes have 
-within a few months been taken to raise from 93,000 to 
96,000 for school-houses, and in other places measures 
are in progress to determine on the proper plan prepara- 
tory to action. In the coimtry districts, too, this work is 
progressing. In many places where efforts have been 
made for years, heretofore nnsnccessfnlly, votes, this year, 
have been taken with great n^Lanimity. Nothing is haz- 
arded in saying that at least one thousand school-houses 
have been built and are now building under the new law,, 
mostly brick or frame, and many of them of a superior 
kind, exhibiting good taste and ample accommodation. 
Individuals are sometimes loud in their opposition, but 
when the questions are tested by popular votes, the meas- 
ures are carried by overwhelming majorities. 

"There are persons who object to the general power of 
voting allowed to all householders on school subjects, but 
it is, in a great measure, owing to the fact that the re- 
strictions which did exist on this privilege have been 
removed, that the cause has advanced so rapidly. I feel 
confident that the interests of general education would be 
endangered by any measure that should abridge at all 
the right of suffrage on questions involving the school 
interest." 

Here is a paragraph which distinctly expresses what is 
now recognized in the Union Schools of Ohio : 

" In our large towns, it is found impossible to intro- 
duce the required improvements on the old plan of pro- 
viding small houses for every different school, as that 
would involve heavy sacrifices of money and time, and 
must forever prevent the public schools from attaining 
the elevated place that public opinion and public interest 

alike require. Most of the towns are prepared to erect a 

17 
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sufficient nnmber of laige scbool-lioiises to accommodate 
all the youth, so that with a suitable number of teachers, 
male and female, in each house, the full benefits of class- 
ing and a division of labor can be realized. On this 
plan there will be a saving of full one-third of the ex- 
pense, and, with proper teachers, children could receive 
double the'' advantage that they will under the old plan, 
of a separate school-house for each teacher. Besides, there 
is nothing that will so readily kindle and permanently 
sustain an enthusiastic interest in those institutions, as 
the sight of, and attendance at, school-houses of this 
kind ; nor will it be possible ever to have our Common 
Schools in towns and cities on the true basis, without 
large and commodious houses." 

In connection with this topic, Mr. Lewis argued at 
length the necessity of thorough ventilation, and of prop- 
erly constructed desks, suggesting that a premium be of- 
fered for the best model of school-houses adapted to dis- 
tricts of different sizes. 

In answer to complaints about the duties of school 
officers, Mr. Lewis devoted several pages of his report, 
concluding with the following paragraph : 

"The objection to the introduction of system into our 
Common School department, because it costs something, 
might as well be urged against the introduction of system 
in other departments ; and, with deference, I would sug- 
gest, that when the question is settled, that reports must 
be had, it would seem that such measures should be 
adopted as will secure them. If they are worth having, 
they are worth paying for ; and it is certain, thlit if there 
had been at an early day a department especially devoted 
to this great object of Common Schools, and the protec- 
tion of school property, it would have saved the State, in 
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her school fond, a very heavy amount ; enough to defray 
the expense of the department, and educate at least twenty 
thousand children constantly. This will be evident to 
any man who will take the trouble to estimate the loss 
that has occurred in the single item of waste in school 
land." 

Upon the question of paying directors and other school 
officers, a question which had been widely agitated, he 
continued thus 

*' This principle of paying these officers is derived from 
Europe, where it is the policy of governments to culti- 
vate in the people an impression that they have no inter- 
est in affairs of government, but as it belongs to the gov- 
ernors, the people should be paid for all time spent on the 
call of government, as if spent for a stranger. Our con- 
dition is different ; we all have a common interest in all 
these subjects, and we do engage daily in the performance 
of duties for the benefit of the whole without compensa- 
tion, and whenever we can fully appreciate our interest in 
the welfare of the whole country, we certainly shall be 
willing to devote a few hours, three or four times in the 
year, to school business, especially as it generally relates 
to the interest of our children, and the trouble is less than 
it would be to get up a private school. Still, if there 
should appear to be a universal complaint, because fees 
are not paid, it might be proper, in order to secure the 
returns, to allow the district clerk a small sum for mak- 
ing his return to the township clerk, and then you could 
with propriety affix a penalty for his neglect of duty." 

The following paragraphs upon school statistics and 
corporate towns possess as much interest in 1857 as they 
did in 1839 : 
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''These are not only important to seotire an honest 
expenditure of the school funds, and enforce a regular 
system of acconntability, but onr character as a State is 
concerned in avoiding the imputation, that we neglect 
to educate our youth. The States now exhibit their edu- 
cational statistics, with as much national exultation as 
any other department, and, though a mere boast of any 
ordinary achievement would be unworthy of us, yet to 
show how far our whole population is provided with edu- 
cational advantages, is due not only to ourselves, but that 
our example may not be lost on other States. For, with 
our present system, continued long enough to become 
operative, (which will require but a few years,) no citizen 
of Ohio need blush at a comparison of the Common 
Schools of his own State with those of any ^ther land. 
In addition to this, it need hardly be observed, that cor- 
rect statistics must be greatly needed, whenever proposi- 
tions are brought forward from particular parts of the 
State, to modify former legislation on this subject. In 
fact, the history of popular education shows, that it has 
nowhere succeeded without efficient measures to secure 
correct statistical data on which to base legislative pro- 
visions. There is no one part of State policy that is 
now engaging so much of public attention, as general 
education, and neither commercial or manufacturing ad- 
vantages are now so generally inquired after as are those 
of education. Nothing is hazarded in saying, that we 
must, for some years to come, be as much indebted to 
our Common Schools and their r^utation, for a rapid 
increase of population and wealth, as to any other cause. 
Thousands are already moving to Ohio, because schools 
are establishing here, and these immigrants all aid in 
increasing our political, as well as agricultural, com- 
mercial and manufacturing interests. Our school statis- 
tics are thus valuable to the political economist, and 
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indispensable, as I conceive, to enable ns to know whether 
our school fund is properly expended or not. 

"CORPORATE TOWK8. 

*' The provisions of the law in reference to these places 

are generally well received, and their beneficial e^cts seen 

in the increased energy imparted to the system. Bat it 

is very generally conceded that the corporate authorities 

onght to have more supervision of the schools than they 

now have. Experience has proved the importance of 

organizing Common Schools for corporate towns on a 

plan different from small districts, where there can be but 

one school in the neighborhood; hence, the powers of 

those towns should be extended, and the concurrence 

of the corporate authorities obtained in the expenditure 

of money for lots, houses, etc. It is requested by some, 

that directors should be authorized to choose their own 

clerks. 

''It is to be recollected that in these towns there is 
more than an average proportion of youth who have no 
employment, and unless schools are provided to give 
them a good education, they will invariably be acquiring 
a bad one. Besides, a larger proportion of people in 
towns are comparatively poor, than in the country, and 
with the high prices of living and low prices of labor, 
it is almost impossible for laboring men or women to 
support themselves comfortably, and keep large families 
of children at private schools even half the time. For 
these and other obvious reasons, free schools should be 
continued in towns as long^ as possible. In connection 
with this subject, it is proper to notice particularly the 
school system adopted in Cincinnati. That city is laid 
out into districts containing a large number of children 
in each; houses are built in the several districts large 
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enough to contain three hundred scholars and upwards ; 
there are male and female teachers in each house, and 
classing is adopted to a considerable extent. All the 
English branches are taught that are usual in oiir best 
English schools, and, without drawing invidious distinc- 
tions, it may ])e said, that as a class of schools they are 
good. The rich and poor send their children, and though 
there are many private schools in the city, they create no 
division of feeling or interest. The officers are very care- 
ful in their supervision, as, indeed, the public require them 
to be. The increase of funds provided last winter enables 
them to extend their labors, and every year increases the 
interest felt by the public in these institutions ; they are, 
in fact, the peculiar favorites of the whole community. 

** Cleveland has, during the last year, extended her sys- 
tem as nearly on the same plan as she can without large 
buildings. Steubenville, Warren, Newark, Portsmouth, 
Dayton, Chillicothe, Lebanon and many other towns have 
already voted the money for erecting houses of the same 
kind, and some even more commodious. Some towns 
are peculiarly situated and should have special regulations 
for their government, among which is Zanesville, a cen- 
tral, thriving town, with a growing population, which, 
from its manufacturing facilities, must increase rapidly. 
Her funds are large, as will appear by the land report, 
and some provision should be made so that all her means 
might be available to the greatest extent. 

"There is no good reason why every town in the State, 
having a population of five hundred, should not have 
schools at least equally good with those of Cincinnati. 
For Cincinnati is the only town in the State that has no 
separate land school fund, and, of course, has to bear a 
heavier burden than any other place ; but it is borne cheer-- 
fully, because its advantages are so plainly seen and felt by 
the body of the people. In every place the officers should 
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be at liberty to extend the ages to from four to twenty-one, 
even where they are now restricted. It seems unreasona- 
ble that towns should draw money on the basis of enumer- 
ation from four to twenty, and then exclude those under 
six or over sixteen from the schools, as some do now." 

The necessity of Evening Schools in towns and cities 
was again pressed, and being witness to the value of the 
Boards of Examiners, and to the plan of enumeration 
then in vogue, Mr. Lewis favored a separate officer for the 
duties of County Superintendent. In reference to the 
" Ohio School Director," he said : — 

** The whole six numbers of this paper, authorized to 
be published, have been sent out, containing the law and 
such other matter as was thought most useful. It was an 
entirely new mode of establishing such a work, and may 
not have answered the expectation of the Legislature ; it 
certainly has not satisfied the editor. He has been com* 
pelled to prepare it in the midst of other pressing engage- 
ments ; it was required to be a business document, and, 
poor as it is, officers are not willing to do without it. 
The money, it is believed, has been well expended. 
Whether it is continued another year, must depend on 
the Legislature. Besolutions have been passed at a few 
county Conventions, in favor of continuing the work and 
of furnishing a still greater number: several Auditors 
also have expressed a similar desire. I respectfully rec- 
ommend that a book or school manual should be pub- 
lished, containing the school law, with such additions as 
may be made this winter, and with an abstract of all 
laws by which the fines accruing go to school purposes, 
also all the general laws regulating the leasing and sale 
of school lands. The single item of fines, that would be 
saved, (were such a book published, and placed in every 
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district,) would, in one year, xnore than defray the 
whole expense." 

We quoted Mr. Lewis's reference, in his first report, to 
the importance of School Libraries, and we now invite 
attention to his recommendation in behalf of towo^hip 
libraries, and also to his views on free schools : 

« OOMMON SCHOOL UBRABIES. 

'* This subject commends itself to the judgment of all, 
and is of too much importance to be any longer neglected^ 
It is spoken of with deep interest throughout the State, 
and the public appear to expect some action on the part 
of the Legislature. New York has appropriated a sum 
of money to each of the districts, on condition that they 
will raise in the district an equal amount for the purchase 
of district libraries. That State, though much larger 
than our own, has but very few more districts than Ohio. 
I would recommend, instead of forming district libraries, 
that a sum of money should be allowed to each town- 
ship, on condition that the township would raise an equal 
amount for any given number of years. This would 
enable us to have a more extensive selection, and, locating 
the library as near the centre of the township as possible, 
it would be within the reach of all the youth. The 
influence exerted by it, would be immense and of the best 
kind. I forbear to present a plan more in detail, as its 
character will depend on the extent to which your body is 
willing to appropriate funds. 

**FBXR SCHOOLS. 

" There has been some misapprehension on the subject 
of this kind of schools. Popular objections have always 
existed to an entirely free school, in countries where the 
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people and die Oovemment were separated, where the 
school was. supported by the bounty of the ruler, inde- 
pendent of the action of the people, which would make 
the free school a charity school. Such objections can not 
exist with us under the present organization of society, 
because, though the school is open equally for all, yet the 
funds for its support will first have been Toted by the 
people themselves ; they receive it not as a favor but as a 
right, and it is the only department where, in voting for 
the taxes, the whole people are directly interested. The 
prosperity of the free schools is an answer to every argu- 
ment against them, for it is experience against theory. 
This is not a subject to theorize upon any longer ; it is 
a practical matter ; and, though facts should be opposed 
to former views and opinions on political economy, it 
does not change the facts themselves ; they stand, and 
to them we must yield our theories. If the people are 
not now loud in their praises of common free schools, it 
is because they have not yet enjoyed them, and are slow 
to believe that they are to enjoy them hereafter. For 
the first time in our State has the law required the schools 
to be free, or furnished the means to defray the expense, 
and even yet the directors are hardly willing to risk the 
employment of teachers, because they do not yet know 
the amount coming to them, and it is a principle so 
entirely new, that, while they almost unanimously ap- 
prove of it, they are doubtful of the result. The year 
1839 will, I am confident, dissipate their doubts, and 
thenceforth they will never suffer the support of these 
schools to be withdrawn. I must be excused for repeat- 
ing, that the direct benefits of the present law have not 
yet begun to be felt. The money was only apportioned 
at Columbus on the 15th of December, and will not reach 
the districts till January or February ; and we might as 
well fill up an unfinished canal, on which millions have 
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been expended during two or three years of labor, becaiue 
it does not jet fnmish means of transportation, as to 
tire in tbe school enterprise at the end of a few months, 
because every thing has not been done that might be 
desired. Much, very much indeed, has already been done ! 
We have seen the happiest results of the present system, 
in waking up those who formerly felt no interest, and 
we sincerely trust that nothing will ever be done to 
render our school's less free than at present. We, prob- 
ably, need a clause, providing how schools can be kept 
up in the district, when the public funds are exhausted, 
and the people refuse to raise any additional township 
tax. In order to make the law as republican as possible, 
it may be proper to let districts vote tuition money, where 
townships refase, or charge the deficiency upon those 
sending children to school ; but in no case should it be 
closed against the poor, or the orphan." 

The subject of School Books was one out of which 
much trouble had arisen, and Mr. Lewis recommended 
that the Legislature offer premiums for the best series, 
to be referred to a committee of practical teachers. 

It has already been remarked, that Township schools — 
Central schools of a higher grade than those in the dis- 
tricts — constituted one of Mr. Lewis's favorite measures 
of educational reform. He had delivered a lecture before 
the College of Teachers advocating such schools, and he 
said to the Legislature in his second report : 

** There are some townships that have the means and 
a desire of establishing central township schools or acad- 
emies, and in most of our townships the youth over twelve 
years of age could with convenience attend such a school. 
The number of townships now prepared for this measure, 
is small, but will be increasing. I recommend, therefore. 
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a provision y giving the whole nnmher of directors in the 
township anthority to establish such a school, and assess 
upon the township snch sum of money as may be re- 
quired for that purpose ; and to this end, they should, from 
their own nnmher, appoint a board of five, who should, 
for the time being, control such central school. The 
mere passage of the law could do no harm to those town- 
ships who would refuse to avail themselves of its pro- 
visions, and would give to those desiring the privilege, 
the right to exercise it." 

Becommending some minor changes for the better 
administration of the law, he said : 

"I again remark, that no amendment is proposed, 

changing the principles or practice of the law of last 

session, and that it could not be expected that a perfect 

law should have been passed at once, and made so plain 

that thirty thousand dififerent officers would be able, in all 

the variety of questions arising under it, to give the same 

and correct construction. It takes years to settle the 

construction of the simplest laws on our statute book, and 

some time must be allowed for all to become acquainted 

with this, because every man is to perform some act under 

it. Still, as points of difference arise, it will take less 

time for the Legislature to settle them, than by any other 

course, keeping in view that the law is to be preserved 

and perfected, and not changed. * * * * Many 

difficulties which occur in carrying into eflfect this system, 

do not owe themselves to the law, but to the entire neglect 

of school interests in all the other legislation of the 

State for a long time, which, without intending it, has 

made it almost impossible to adapt a law to the variety 

of condition of the different parts of the State. These, 

and many other difficulties, existed under the old law. 
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and are not peculiar to tkat now in force; the same 
subjectfl, with others, were open heretofore, and frequently, 
where anj interest was excited, produced difficulty, and 
sometimes litigation. But the people have not heretofore 
followed any particular system. The directors of each 
district have done that which was right in their own 
eyes, and generally adopted, as far as they could, the 
particular system of the State from whence they came. 
There was not enough energy in the law to create much 
action or interest; and, what the law was, did not so 
much concern them, nor was it scanned critically by any 
one, or, at least, but by few. Now, eveiy man is inter- 
ested, and every man is more or less active in examining 
the law with scrutiny. . They are but just beginning the 
work under it. Actual experience proves, that it has 
roused the whole State on the subject of education, and 
has produced and is producing inquiry and action on the 
part of the people, a hundred-fold beyond any former 
period. The pleasing and encouraging part of this ac- 
tivity is, that it is all progressive ; it no where goes back ; 
it is in extension of popular rights and privileges ; the 
people, in the exercise of the powers conferred on them, 
build school-houses and sustain all other measures re- 
quired, in full expectation that they are now to have free 
schools provided by the law for the education of all their 
children. It is in this way only that we can furnish to 
our children an object of pursuit more valuable and 
attractive than that absorbing and indiscriminate pursuit 
of wealth, which threatens to blunt the noblest aspirations 
of piety, patriotism and philanthropy 1 To hold out to 
a free people great incitements to wealth, with the idea, 
that their future standing in society must depend almost 
entirely on their possessions, is to set all the worst pas- 
sions of our nature at work, and divide society into 
jealousies and parties of the ipaost fearful portent 



SAMtJSL LSWIS. 205 

<' In a country with institations like ours, it will be 
found indispensable to erect some other standard by 
"which onr children mnst take their places in society, and 
that standard mnst be one within the reach of all ; it mnst 
be one, too, that, in reaching ourselves, we do not neces- 
sarily overcome or put down our neighbor. There is 
no other standard that can be fixed, but intellectual and 
moral attainment. Here the race should be open to all 
with equal facilities, and Ohio may well congratulate her- 
self, that in less than forty years from her birth, she is 
placed in a position, in reference to this subject, to which 
our sister States, and even Europe looks with wonder 
and admiration. But Ohio owes it to her children, to 
her common country, and to the cause of liberty and free 
institutions, not to cease her labors in this great work. 
Ohio, now at least the third State, and fast hastening to 
the post of the second in the Union, with a soil capable 
of sustaining a population equal to any of her elder 
sisters, and, from her position, having it in her power 
to occupy an eminent post in the field of literature and 
science, will, we hope, finish the work so well begun, by 
continuing to cherish and support the People's Colleges. 

" But while we indulge in feelings of gratulation toward 
our beloved country, we must not forget that much re- 
mains to be done, which the bare enactment of laws can 
never effect. Much is said of a system of education, 
without always considering that we can not establish this 
in Its details by legislation. Laws can provide for build- 
ing houses and paying teachers, and even this but within 
very general limits. The people must determine what 
shall be taught, and how it shall be taught. The volun- 
tary action of all the community is indispensable, and to 
it must belong the praise or blame of the final result. 

'' There are some general advantages resulting from our 
present school system, not anticipated, and yet of great 



206 BIO(lBAPET OF 

benefit. One is, tlie necessity it creates for every man to 
become acquainted with public business. In a conntiy 
wbere every one is legally qualified to judge of the 
highest and most important legislative measures, it is 
important to have every one initiated, to some extent at 
least, into the science of government. All our other 
departments are so arranged as to have third persons 
selected to decide ultimately upon the measures ; but in 
Common School affairs, each district is a legislature, 
competent to perform all the important duties of sncH a 
body, and must make itself acquainted with the mode 
of doing business in a deliberative assembly. The reports 
and accounts of district officers, require the adoption 
of plans and regularity, that, however difficult to get 
fairly into operation, will secure a business knowledge 
and habit, that will exert an influence over every other 
department of life." 

After devoting several pages of his report to an expla- 
nation of the abuses of school lands, and the loss which 
had occurred to school children by neglect of proper 
legislative care for them, showing that lands worth from 
$40 to $50 per acre were only yielding eight or ten 
cents a year, Mr. Lewis exhibited the spirit which ani- 
mated his labors in a characteristic paragraph, which 
we now quote : 

** If an apology be necessary for dwelling so long on 
this subject, it must be found in its importance, and the 
strong claims^ it has in favor of those who can not be 
heard ; and there are thousands of children now without 
schools, who might, by careful husbanding of these lands, 
have been in the enjoyment of the most extensive ad- 
vantages. A deep sense of its importance compels me 
to press this subject upon the attention of the Legislature, 
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with a full knowledge, that, in so doing, I shall secure 
the lasting hostility of a vast number of men in the 
State, some of whom are in the stem belief that they 
are riglit, and these opinions entirely wrong." 

He thus refers to the Hughes and Woodward endow- 
ments of Cincinnati ; and we insert the extracts that 
those acqtiainted with these funds may easily see how his 
mind ipvas interested in them at that time, and how far 
his expectations have been realized. 

** In Hamilton County, Thomas Hughes, about twelve 
years since, died, leaving a tract of land adjoining Cin- 
cinnati, in the hands of trustees for the education of poor 
youth in said city. The land has now become valuable. 
About the year 1828, several acres were leased in small 
lots on permanent leases, without revaluation. A few 
lads were educated on that fund for several years, to the 
amount of about 81,000 in all. The rents have been 
accumulating, but to what extent is uncertain, as no 
detailed report has ever been made which would show 
the annual receipts and expenditures. In 1886 the 
residue of the land was leased for 81,800 per annum, 
making an annual income of about 92,150. I have 
written several letters to the board of trustees and to the 
treasurer of that board, and in November received from 
the treasurer a letter, stating, that if certain lessees com- 
ply with their contract, there will be from 81,800 to 
82,000 on hand. 'That money has been received and 
paid out, and some money is due, and some on hand, 
which particulars shall fully appear in the next report.' 
The trustees of this fund are desirous of establishing a 
Female High school, to receive and educate (in the 
higher branches) females from the Common Schools on 
the plan that is contemplated by the Woodward High 
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Bcliool for males. Sbonld this be done, and these two 
institutions appropriate all their fnnds to educate those 
who have excelled in the Common Schools, it will afford 
for Cincinnati, advantages not inferior certainly to any 
place in the Union, if to any in the world. 

"The donation of the late Mr. Woodward, of Cincin- 
nati, was made several years before his death to trustees, 
for establishing a High school, for the benefit of those 
whose situation required such aid. It consists of seven 
acres of land within the city. A little more than one 
acre being reserved for the edifice, the residue has been 
leased in small lots for ninety-nine years, renewable for- 
ever, subject to revaluation every fifteen years. The 
present income is $1,800 for ground rents. The- leases 
will, some of them, be revalued in 1^42, and thence- 
forward revaluations will be taking place every year, so 
that they will all have been revalued in the year 1851. 
The property has greatly increased in value, and will by 
the year 1847 produce $6,000 at least, per annum ; and 
in 1852, not less than $10,000 ; and it must increase in 
value as long as that city shall accumulate in wealth and 
numbers, and in a ratio much faster than the demand 
for instruction. The institution was organized in 1832 ; 
a building erected, which cost rising of $5,000 ; and in 
1836, power was conferred on the trustees to confer the 
ordinary collegiate degrees. There is a Piesident, a Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics, a tutor in languages, and teacher 
in the preparatory department ; one hundred and forty 
students in attendance, fifty of whom are educated gra- 
tuitously, and generally taken from the Common Schools. 
It is the design of the trustees to expend all the revenues 
from lands, in teaching such promising young men as 
shall have availed themselves fully of the advantages 
of the Common Schools of the city, and thus furnish to 
the poor on equal terms with the rich, advantages of eda- 
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cation equal to any other place in the world. In the 
year 1846, the board will be able to educate at least 
three hundred, and to increase the number with the 
demand/' 

In concluding his report, Mr. Lewis said : 

*' It is proper to remark, that having in my last report, 
dwelt at large on the principle of such a Common School 
system as is adapted to our State, and as the views then 
expressed have been generally approved by the public, 
this occasion does not seem to call for a repetition of 
former arguments. The same may be said of what is 
omitted on the importance of general education ; this is 
no longer supposed to be debatable ground: I have, 
therefore, only touched on the matters of business con- 
nected with the subject. Supposing that the policy of the 
Legislature was, to give all possible impulse to the work 
of popular education, I have spared neither personal labor 
nor pecuniary sacrifice to acquire such information as is 
required to make the department useful. It is a source 
of gratulation to the friends of our institutions, to see, 
that while political and religious, or sectarian party feel- 
ing, has entered almost every other enterprise, we have 
one spot left, that by general consent is to be common 
ground, where nothing is to enter that will in any way 
hinder the confidence of all ; and all my experience but 
confirms my former expressed opinion, that this is the 
only principle on which the system can be successfully 
conducted. ****** 

'f It is the almost unanimous wish of the people that 

no amendment should be made affecting any essential 

principle or practice. Stability is now greatly needed, 

and to introduce material changes, would be going back 

and beginning anew. 

18 
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" The people are generally acting under tlie new sys- 
tem, and thongh there are some difEcnlties, they will soon 
be overcome, and it would be better to leave the whole 
as it is than to extend alterations further than to provide 
relief to our German fellow citizens, and settle the ques- 
tions of doubtful construction that may be required to 
carry into effect the system as it is. 

" That you may be enabled so to direct all your legis- 
lation on this subject, that it will advance the great 'end 
of human government, (which is the happiness of man- 
kind,) on principles .consistent with our free institutions, 
is the most earnest desire of 

** Tour servant, Sahl. Lewis, 

JSkg^eritUendent of Common SchooU far Ohio J* 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

KBPORT ON A STATE UNIVERSITY FOB TEACHERS AND 

OTHERS. 

rpSiN thousand copies of the report we have been con- 
-*- sidering were ordercid to be printed, and its character 
and recommendations were liberally discussed ; although 
it did not remove the opposition to the existing school 
system which some members of the Legislature had 
expressed. 

In his annual message. Governor Vance had earnestly 
deprecated the abuse of school interests which had 
resulted from the neglect of school lands, and deplored 
the necessity of dependence upon a precarious support for 
education by means of a direct tax. But he was clearly 
in favor of a State fund, and bore witness to the value 
. of the labors of the " indefatigable Superintendent." 
Governor Shannon, in his Inaugural address, declared his 
hope that the Legislature would advance the interests 
of education, but was opposed to any material change in 
the law then existing, except in as far as it might be 
expedient to secure more general privileges to the German 
population. 

These sentiments from the Executive department were 
opposed to many petitions which had been sent to the 
Legislature, — ^petitions asking a reduction of the school 
tax, the abolition of the office of Superintendent, less 
hurdeMcme duties for school officers, and less exaeH/ng de^ 
mcmds upon stkool teachers. 

The standing committee reported against these peti- 



212 BIOaKAPHT OF 

tions, but recommended that tlie law be so cbanged that 
Grerman schools ihight be held. Several attempts to 
abolish the office of Superintendent, and to abolish the 
State fund, failed. But the tax was finally reduced to 
one mill upon the dollar, and with sundry minor amend- 
ments, the amendatory bill passed both Houses. The 
principal features of this bill were, — that County Com- 
missioners might reduce the school tax to one mill — ^that 
where there were no school-houses the directors might 
rent rooms and levy a tax to pay for their use — ^that 
German schools might be taught — that where school 
funds were inadequate to the support of a school as many 
months as the directors deemed necessary, those who sent 
pupils should make up the deficiency, provided no children 
whose parents were unable to pay should be excluded — 
securing equal privileges to all white youth between four 
and twenty-one years of age — ^giving power to levy a tax 
of more than two mills in a township, if a majority of 
the voters were in favor of such a tax — authorizing 
directors to borrow money for building school-houses, and 
to levy a tax to pay said loan — authorizing evening 
schools — and giving to the directors power to excuse the 
township clerks from serving as township Superin- 
tendents. 

It will be observed that die ** School Director ** was not 
ordered for a second year, and consequently it was dis- 
continued. A majority of the newspapers of the State 
were, however, friendly to Mr. Lewis and his labors. He 
knew that their columns would be open to him, and, as 
soon as his duties at the Capital permitted, he endeavored 
to reawaken the people, and to explain the changes in 
the school law, through communications to the leading 
journals. His labors in 1888 had seriously affected his 
health, and he was obliged to resteict them somewhat in 
the spring of 1889. 
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Before giving any account of the labors of the third year, 
we must present a report made by Mr. Lewis in the Legis- 
lature upon a State Uniyersity for teachers and others, 
which had l)een requested by the Legislature of 1887-8 to 
be prepared for that of 1838-9. In answer to this reso- 
lution, Mr. Lewis presented his report in February, 1839. 
The resolution authorizing this investigation was the first 
distinct movement in Ohio for Normal or Teachers' 
Schools. It embodies samuch of Mr. Lewis's philosophy 
of education, gives so clear a picture of what Common 
Bchools were, at that time, in Ohio, and what they have 
since become, (including graded schools and the encourage- 
ment of Teachers' Institutes,) that we can only do justice 
to its author by giving it almost entire. 

After stating the resolution to which he responded, the 
Superintendent addressed himself to the subjects suggested : 

** At the threshold of the investigation, we need to be 
reminded that the popular turn which the subject is 
taking, especially with the interest for Common Schools, 
calls for a proper discrimination between opinions formed 
by partial feeling in favor of a measure toward which we 
are already prepossessed, and an opinion made up after 
impartial and careful scrutiny. Public sentiment is so 
strong in favor of Common Schools, that it will sustain 
any measure which will with certainty advance the in- 
terest of these institutions. How far public opinion 
would sustain measures for a State University, inde- 
pendent of Commoii School interest, is a more doubtful 
matter. 

" The question proposed is, whether it is expedient to 
establish a State University or Universities for the educa- 
tion of teachers and other students. It embraces two 
distinct propositions. A University for ' teachers ' may 
be independent of the other ; and so with that for * other 
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Btudents ;' and they most be considered separately if we 
would arrive at correct conclasions. Having examined 
their importance separately, the question will occur, 
whether both are equally called for by the public in- 
terest ; — if so, whether they can be xmited advantageously, 
and if not, which should have the preference. 

** First, of a State University in general : 

''The importance of such an institution is seen and 
acknowledged by all friends of learning; but to be 
properly cherished and supported, it must be expedient as 
well as important. To consider this point we must keep 
in view the relative as well as the positive condition of 
our 8tate, and its prospective as well as present re- 
sources. 

** Ohio has now an enterprising population of at least 
1,800,000, of which at least 800,000 are under the age 
of twenty-one. The whole of this number will receive 
more or less instruction, either in private or in Common 
Schools ; more than one-half of them may receive what 
may be termed a good English education, and of these 
very many will desire to qualify themselves for different 
professions, who will not attend a full collegiate course ; 
still there are very many who will pursue, if possible, a 
course as thorough and extensive as is furnished in any 
State of the Union. What this last number may be, 
there is no way of forming an opinion. The estimates 
of the number attending college in other states can not 
always be relied on, and form no certain data for us. 

** The whole number of colleges and universities in the 
United States in the year 1837, was 95. Of this number, 
the six New England states had 13, New Jersey 2, Penn- 
sylvania 10, Delaware and Maryland 4, New York 6, 
District of Columbia 2, Virginia 5,. North Carolina 2, 
South Carolina 2, Georgia 1, Alabama 3, Mississippi 3, 
Louisiana 3, Tennessee 5, Kentucky 7, Ohio 11, Indiana 
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8, Illinois 5, Missouri 6, Micliigan 2. Many of these are 
just starting or scarcely deseire a place in the list. The 
whole number of students is 9,180. In the eastern 
colleges those only are classed as students who are study- 
ing a collegiate course. In the west we know that in 
some cases, and perhaps in most cases, not one-half of 
the i^hole number are engaged in studies beyond what 
could just as well be pursued in good Common Schools. 
Ohio lias 11 colleges and 884 students. Of this number, 
at least one-half are in preparatory and primary depart- 
ments, leaving the number in her college classes not ex- 
ceeding 440. New York has 6 colleges and 842 students ; 
Massachusetts has 8 colleges and 611 students; Con- 
necticut has 8 colleges and 585 students. The three last , 
include in their returns only those in college classes. 
Pennsylvania has 10 colleges and 784 students. This, in 
some cases, also includes those in the preparatory depart- 
ment. Here we have, in three states, 12 colleges and 
2,038 students in college, while in Ohio and Pennsylvania 
there are 21 colleges, and, including the whole number, 
but 1,568 students ; but deduct from the whole, one-third 
not in college classes, and but 1,046 will be left in 21 
colleges. This proves that an increase of colleges will 
not necessarily increase the number of students. So far 
as numbers go, then, we see no call in pur State for an 
outlay for another university. 

"It is proper, however, to go farther and inquire, 
whether there is any thing in the state of our colleges, or 
in our State literature, that is really defective, which could 
be remedied by a State University. 

"With very few exceptions^ our colleges are really 
rival institutions, got up and supported by the influence 
of particular religious denominations, and expected, to a 
certain extent, to sustain Christianity according to the 
rules and doctrines of such sects. (This is not mentioned 
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as objectionable, bni with a view of diBcovering' tlie 
character of our literature and its defects. ) Owing to 
this fact a great interest is excited to sustain them, w^hich 
otherwise they would not have. Withdraw this infln- 
ence and it would be difficult to sustain the most of them. 
"We have, to be sure, state institutions* founded on 
property given to particular districts of our territory, 
but the public derive no more benefit from thenoi than 
from other institutions. The property originally given 
for this purpose, with careful management, would now 
have produced a revenue sufficient to support the most 
extensive University of the United States. The two Uni- 
versities have revenues from land to the amount of 
99,500 per annum, and have about 175 college stu- 
dents, and 150 in the preparatory departments. The 
revenues of the other colleges I have no means of 
knowing. The rivalry between the colleges has reduced 
the price of tuition so low that it oeases to be an object. 
From 920 to 930 per year is the price, except in Cin- 
cinnati, where the institutions are chiefly sustained by 
the citizens of the place. The college fees can not be 
a serious obstacle ; the board, books, and contingenciefl 
form the heavy items of expense, and these are also 
moderate. The expense, exclusive of tuition, varies from 
#150 to 9800, which sum, though serious with many, 
forms no obstacles to many thousands of our young 
men, if they really desire to attend. 

^Beferenoe is here made to the Ohio Uniyenity alt Athens and to 
the Miami at Oxford ; to support which Congress gaye two townships of 
land in the Ohio Company's purchase and one in the Symmes' purchase. 
^ese lands were leased at an early day, and now yield but a small income, 
oompsred with that of the lands by which they were surrounded. Mr. 
Lewis often sadly deplored the loss to the educational interests of the Stata^ 
which had accrued through had management of these lands. He felt that 
either gift, managed with foresight, would haye sustained handsomely 
tnoh a uniyersity as the Legislature had requested him to report upon. 
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''The faculties are generally composed of men fnllj 
competent to discharge their dnties, and, in manj in- 
stances, tliey are furnished with good libraries, scientific 
apparatus, etc., so that it may be tmly said, Ohio has 
as many facilities for collegiate study as any other State, 
thoughi, in proportion to her institutions, she has not 
as many college students. It is indeed questionable, 
whether the great number of our institutions, by divid- 
ing the patronage too much, has not rather weakened the 
whole as a body. There must, then, be some defect in 
these institutions, or there is not a sufficient demand for 
this kind of learning to supply them with pupils. To 
consider the first supposition, we must determine what is 
or would be considered defective ; and whether literature 
and science have a character so fixed that they will admit 
of no adaptation to the peculiarities of different ages and 
people. If what is adapted to Vienna is equally adapted 
to Paris, Oxford, Harvard, Columbia, and Ohio, then, 
indeed, we shall easily find a standard by which to try 
all our institutions ; but if science and literature have a 
*flexibility, and, without changing their essential princi- 
ples, can be presented in different aspects, so as to in- 
terest and engage different popular tastes, then the 
question becomes more intricate, and leaves us at lib- 
erty to call the attention to such defects or suggest such 
improvement as need to be pointed out in this inquiry. 

"It is difficult to define western or even American 
literature without a comparison with that of other coun- 
tries ; and, though we have in the United States men of 
high attainments, and institutions with the most exten- 
sive advantages, still our standard of literature is rather 
European than American. With political institutions 
differing so essentially from those of Europe, it may be 
well inquired, whether the subject of studies ought not 

to partake in a greater degree of the spirit of the country ; 

19 
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and whether it is not possible to throw aroond our halls 
of learning some objects that will create a deeper interest 
than is now manifested by the body of our youth to- 
ward them, and that will exert a more permanent influ- 
ence on the lives and characters of our graduates. We 
are not competent to do justice to this subject, but feel 
bound, by the obligation imposed in the resolution under 
^nsideration, to present it so as at least to satisfy the 
conscience of one man. Whether the views taken are 
correct or not will be left to those better able to determine 
this important question. One fact is clear, namely, 
that our youth do not, to any great extent, resort to our 
colleges and continue there long enough to become ac- 
complished scholars. This can not result from the fact 
that learning is of less value here than in other coun- 
tries, nor that there can not be found pleasures in lit- 
erature more solid than in other pursuits. No country 
in the world affords a wider field or offers better reward 
for literary enterprise, and no country presents a more 
interesting field or a greater variety of objects for learn- 
ing and science. 

"There is a general spirit of enterprise pervading the 
community, unshackled by those artificial restraints that 
exist more or less in other nations, and wei-e, till very 
lately, felt even in the older states of this Confederacy. 
Mind seems to have multiplied its power to an enormous 
extent. Instead of having a few master-spirits to direct 
and control the mass of mind, each one of the great 
number, that makes up that mass, is aiming itself to be- 
come, in its sphere, to a greater or less extent, a master- 
spirit. Our people and almost the entire world has felt 
the powerful up-heavings of this comparatively new 
energy. It is not merely physical or merely intellectual 
strength. In this country it goes forth armed with the 
power of the government itself. To restrain it would 
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be as impossible as to turn back the waters of the 
jnigbty stream of the west. It can not be restrained. 
But it may be guided — morally — ^religiously — ^intellect- 
ually — and thus made to fertilize and enrich ; or it may 
be left to overwhelm and destroy. 

"The whole tendency of our education and pursuits has 
been calculated to create an impression in the minds of 
our youth, and in too many of our parents, that the 
great object of education is, to enable us the better and 
more rapidly to accumulate money ; and this opinion is 
encouraged to soma extent by the rivalry of the different 
states in those works that are intended to promote their 
pecuniary interest. Our children very naturally con- 
clude that they need no more learning than is required 
to facilitate their accumulation of property. If, then, 
this statement be correct, it is natural to look at the 
bistory of persons around us, and see whether those who 
bave had the advantages of collegiate studies are more 
successful than those who had less literary advantages. 
Whether it be true or not, we every day hear it said 
of well educated young men, that they are not able to 
compete with those of more limited education, that their 
bodies and minds have, in the course of their studies, 
undergone some change which disqualifies them for the 
active business of an enterprising age. Many, in fact, 
who enter college with bodies and minds of the fairest 
promise, leave it in a condition that renders them, to a 
great extent, useless members of society, and our chil- 
dren are too apt to look at them and say, 'If this is 
the fate of the student, we pray not to be made partakers 
of a like destiny 1' 

" There is another evil apparent on the present plan. 
Young men go to college to graduate ; they prosecute 
their studies as so many tasks, and are careful to make 
the least possible amount of attainment answer the pur- 
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pose. They graduate, and then their work is done, their 
books laid hj, and henceforth thej are free to engage in 
any kind of business they wish, taking no care what- 
ever to continue their studies, and without seeming to 
expect any further use of their books and learning. Of 
course, whether such persons engage in the learned pro-^ 
fessions or other pursuits, they can not far exceed other 
persons, and especially if, as is too often the case, those 
having the most learning rely on their past acquisitions, 
and fail to cultivate habits of industry. These students 
certainly have not made the first aequisition, namely, 
the love of learning, and their time might almost as 
well have been employed in the shop, counting-room, 
office, or field. 

" These different results of learning are not necessaiy 
or natural ; there must be defects somewhere. To point 
them out according to our own views, would be more 
likely to give offense than to effect any good purpose. 
One thing is certain, that without some improvement 
we are not likely soon to have any fixed principle or 
standard of literature, corresponding with our elevated 
condition in a national point of view. 

"We must see the connection that exists between 
eminent learning and eminent success, in the different 
pursuits that now engage our attention, and our course 
of studies must adapt itself to those pursuits, to a suffi- 
cient extent, at least, to make that connection palpable. 
It will not be required to make the course less thorough, 
but rather increase it, by adding those practical subjects 
which are so much neglected, and making all that is 
called dry in study, aid us in those departments that 
our natural, civil, commercial, agricultural, and moral 
condition and relations make it indispensable for us 
to understand. And equally important is it that our 
health should be cared for; better for our sons and 
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daughters that they should never pass beyond the mdi* 
ments of Common School learning, than to obtain more 
than this at the price of sound, vigorous bodies and con- 
Btitutions. The mental powers of a man are withdrawn 
from the world when his body is worn out ; and just in 
proportion as these powers are increased and made more 
useful, is the body, through which they are exercised, more 
important. Whatever else is neglected in a College, the 
health of the student should be carefully attended to. 

'* We omit all argument to prove the importance of the 
higher institutions of learning ; such labor would be use- 
less. There are some points too plain to allow of argu- 
ment in their support, and this one especially, inasmuch 
as Tve are now laying broad and deep the foundations of 
popular education in Common Schools. 

"One other question maybe asked, namely: Can not 
the Legislature so control the Colleges already in exist- 
ence, as to raise the general standard and adopt the stud- 
ies to the end proposed ? We answer. But two of them 
are, in any manner, under legislative control, each hav- 
ing its own peculiar patrons and peculiar interests to 
promote. And, though all these labors aid in the pro- 
motion of the same great results, and the cause of educa- 
tion and morals alike demand for them every possible en- 
couragement, yet each has something peculiar that would 
^ prevent absolute legislative control, nor do we think it 
even desirable. There is an amount of enterprise and in- 
terest exerted in behalf of these separate organizations, 
that we .could not expect would be exerted in behalf 
of any state institutions ; and the different religious so- 
cieties prefer to have their own institutions of this kind. 
** If we are to have a standard of literature of our own ; 
if we are to have a reformation and improvement in the 
higher walks of learning and science ; if the great book 
of nature is to be opened, and the science of this day. 
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and other days, is to be made tributary to the develop- 
ment of the unbounded mental, moral and physical re- 
sources of this heaven-favored land ; if all the hundreds 
of thousands of our youths in our Common Schools, are 
to have furnished, for as many as will improve it, the 
advantage for traveling the full length of this most de- 
lightful road, nor less delightful than useful ; if all the 
Colleges now organized are to have a point of elevation 
erected far beyond their present objects, with sufficient 
inducements to cause them to put forth increased ener- 
gies ; if, in short, Ohio would bring forth the cap-stone, 
and present to the world a system of education, embrac- 
ing every department of learning, from A, B, C, to the 
highest possible literary attainments; then must she 
establish a College, or University, or institution of some 
other name, adapted to these great purposes. 

" That the 'time has arrived, when the interest and rep- 
utation of the- State alike require the establishment of 
such an institution, I am fully satisfied ; the location, 
whenever it is established, is too clearly indicated to 
require any remarks. The seat of government, located 
as it is nearly central, where, from its situation in the 
midst of an agricultural country, the means of living 
must always be abundant and comparatively cheap, to- 
gether with all the other advantages that present them- 
selves, point to Columbus for the place where, in order 
to finish the catalogue of public institutions, a State Uni- 
versity, for general literature and science, worthy of an 
intelligent, wealthy and enterprising people, should be 
established. 

**The only matter of doubt is, whether the great body 
of the people, on whose favor this and every other enter- 
prise must depend, is satisfied that the interest and honor 
of the State call for the adoption of this measure. I 
have said interest and honor; for the citizens of the State, 
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thougli frugal, and unwilling to expend money that is 
not required for the public good, are not confined in their 
appropriations merely to direct interested motives. What 
citizen ever complained because the several asylums have 
been erected here, to relieve the unfortunate that are to- 
tally or partially deprived of their faculties or senses? 
It is confidently believed that the first murmur has not 
been beard. They are monuments of the philanthropy 
of our people. The same public spirit that has not only 
sustained, but demanded the execution of the different 
enterprises patronized by the State, will not only permit, 
but demand th^ establishment of this institution, if it 
can, in its course of discipline and instruction, be so 
organized and conducted as to elevate still higher our 
State and our people. And whenever public opinion 
sball be clearly indicated in favor of such an institu- 
tion, there will not be wanting the means to support 
it, or men capable of organizing and directing it. Till 
then, it will be useless to go farther into details on this 
subject. Whether public opinion has yet been suffi- 
ciently expressed to justify taking the incipient measures 
for establishing such a University, is best known to your 
honorable body. I have not been able to form an opin- 
ion on this point. 

*' The next question, and that which we presume was 
more especially in view of the Legislature, when the 
question was referred, relates to the establishment of a 
University for the education of teachers. This requires 
the in.vestigation of the following points : 

"1. Is there a deficiency in the number of teachers in 
our State ? 

*' 2. Are there any defects in the qualifications of those 
now filling the place of teachers ? and, 
"3. What are these defects ? 
**4. What measm'es are now adopted to supply a 
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proper nnmber of teacliers of sufficient qnalificationfi, 
and how far will sucli measures snpply the demand ? 

"5. What additional measures are required, and -w^ill 
a State institution be the best means to effect the object ? 

"1. The general representation of persons in every 
county, proves that there is not a sufficient number of 
teachers to answer the demand of the twelve thousand 
schools required to be taught. And we include now all 
that teach or desire to teach, good and bad. If the ex- 
aminers could see any prospect of procuring good teach- 
ers, they would reject one-third of the number that now 
receive certificates ; but they are compelled to give men 
and women certificates of qualification against their own 
judgment, because, if they are rigid, the districts must go 
without schools. Directors, too, are compelled to em- 
ploy teachers having the lowest class of certificates, be- 
cause they can not get such as they wish. 

" 2. There are in this State a large number of teachers, 
both male and female, that are well qualified. In general, 
the females are better qualified than the males ; but the 
number of those of either sex that are well qualified, 
bears no proportion to the number required. If reliance 
can be placed on the accounts we receive, (and there can 
not, it is believed, be any doubt of their correctness,) not 
more than one-half of those engaged in teaching are even 
tolerably qualified for the business. On this point a great 
variety of evidence could be produced, but the statement 
will be admitted, because almost every man from his own 
observation knows it to be true. At the present time, 
incompetent teachers are doing more harm to the cause 
of education, and more effectually hindering the intro- 
duction of good schools, on a good system, than all other 
influences put together. It is not uncommon to find 
teachers complaining of a law that requires them to keep 
records and make quarterly reports, simply because they 
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liave not stifficient business knowledge to perform tbe 
i^rork. Those wlio despair of perfecting our school sys- 
tem, urge the defective character of teachers, as the 
strongest evidence to sustain their views, alleging that we 
have no sufficient mode of securing a better class of 
teachers, without which the character and usefulness of 
the schools can not be elevated to the rank that the 
majority of the community aspire to. 

''3. In describing the defects of teachers, so as to be 
understood, the required qualifications must be stated ; 
and in doing this, it will be proper to consider the grade 
of education required in our schools. 

" We can not go into all the different classes of schools 
in our State, but we can consider what should be taught 
in the best Common Schools, and what ought to be the 
lowest standard of the lowest school. And here one 
word may be required. Poor teachers, and penurious 
men, are ever averse to raising the standard of education ; 
and they labor hard to create an impression that the rights 
of the people are infringed by requiring teachers to pos- 
sess certain qualifications, before they can draw public 
money for services in this department. 

"The measure, however, really presents a different 
aspect. There has been more downright quackery and 
imposition practiced by ignorant teachers, than by per- 
sons in any other profession. It is found necessary, for 
the protection of our rights, and to guard against impo- 
sition, to adopt some precautionary measures, as is done 
in every State where Common Schools exist. The object 
is effectually to carry out the wish of the people, ex- 
pressed from a thousand different places, in favor of 
employing none but good teachers. In admitting that a 
teacher of second-rate qualifications may sometimes be 
employed, it is not intended to convey the impression for 
a moment, that in one district the children ought to be 
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content with a less education than another. Far from it. 
All our youth have a right, (and we hope their parents 
will very soon assert that right,) to an education as good 
as the best that is given in our Common Schools. But 
we must look at the condition of schools in our State as 
they exist ; and when the demand is still greater, public 
opinion will provide the means of supplying it. 

**First, on this point. What is the highest requirement ? 
It is now conceded that at least nine-tenths of our youth 
must henceforth receive their education in Common 
Schools. This brings to the support of these schools the 
great body of the people, who will not be contented with 
a second-rate teacher. Our State is multiplying her 
towns and villages, and in each of these there will be, 
(where there are not now,) several schools so arranged as 
to make several departments, the lower of which will take 
the small children and those just commencing. From 
these lower rooms, when they have reached certain attain- 
ments to be fixed, they will advance to another, where 
they will be carried on to such further point as con- 
venience may designate. Thence they will advance to 
the highest department in the school, and here will be 
required the most experienced and best educated teacher. 
He should thoroughly understand all the, branches of an 
English education, as taught in our best schools, in- 
cluding the exact sciences to a considerable extent. In 
addition to this, he should be well acquainted with the 
philosophy of mind, and be capable of directing younger 
teachers, as he would frequently be at the head of a school 
having several departments, with children of all ages, and 
pursuing a great variety of studies ; and however well 
otherr^ise educated, he should have acquired a habit and 
love of study. He should be improvable, and try at least 
to increase his usefulness, and improve the condition of 
his school every month. The best educated men some- 
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times fail as Common School teacliers, because they look 
npon the work as beneath them. This false sentiment 
must be eradicated, and a good teacher of the Common 
School, rising above such prejudices, must estimate for 
Limself the importance of his work, and make it his 
glory to excel in his office. 

"Towns only have been spoken of as at present de- 
manding these high qualifications in the teachers, because 
in country districts there can not be brought together 
children enough to establish a school thus arranged ; and 
the people are not yet always willing to give such a price 
for a district school made up of those learning the 
alphabet, and upwards, aa will secure such a teacher. 
But, as the love of learning increases, (and like money, 
the love of it increases with increased acquisition,) the 
people will see the advantage of thus classing the studies 
in schools, and will either establish township schools, or 
several districts will unite and form a higher school, pre- 
serving their present arrangement. For those who wish 
to prosecute still farther their studies, the advantage of 
such a plan will be so obvious, that the community will 
be sure to adopt it or something better, leading to the 
same result. There are, however, organizations now in 
existence, that require, in justice to our children and our 
country, two thousand additional teachers of the class 
above described. 

*^ Secondly y on this point — ^we are to consider what 
ought to be the lowest admitted standard or qualification 
for the lowest school in this State. This can be best seen 
by noticing what is to be taught in such schools. About 
one-half, or perhaps more of our Common Schools are 
in districts, where the population is only sufficient to 
employ one teacher at a time. The people are either 
farmers or mechanics ; they have not made their calcula- 
tions to do more than keep a mdn^B school, say three or 
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four months in the winter, and a wcmaaCs school the same 
period in the summer. The children of all ages and 
studies attend the same schools and at the same time as 
their convenience is hest promoted. The male scholars 
old enough to labor, generally work during the summers, 
the very young scholars usually stay from school during* 
the winters. Teachers for this class of schools, it is 
plain, must also have other business, and when not 
teaching, must devote their time to other employments. 
It is useless to urge that schools must only employ pro- 
fessional teachers. That it would be better to organize so 
as to keep the schools open all the year, and thus secure 
the services of professional teachers, is admitted; but 
this can not now be done, and though we look for great 
improvements, we ought not to anticipate such a state 
of things for a considerable time to come. We must 
rather view the schools as they are, and provide accord- 
ingly, taking care to make the provision on a scale that 
may be enlarged as public opinion requires it, without 
changing the principle. Male teachers, then, for this 
class of schools, should be thoroughly taught in the 
following branches: reading, writing, arithmetic, gram- 
mar, geography, and United States history; and shotdd 
so understand these as to be able to teach them accurately. 
Something more than calling words or figures by their 
right names is required. A teacher while instructing a 
child to read, (if he understand his business,) can give him 
a tolerable knowledge of history, geography, etc. ; in fact, 
if we intend to awaken the real intellectual power of our 
youth, we must teach them to think. This must begin 
with their first reading lesson. To teach a chOd to pro- 
nounce a word without connecting it with an idea, is to 
teach it to be superficial in all after life. The child's 
thoughts must be directed to the ideas or principles con- 
tained in the lesson, and thus will be cultivated the power 
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of concentrating the whole mind on any given object or 
topic, a power that is more needed, and the want of 
which is more felt, than any other mental ability. Were 
our youth to receive proper early instruction, they would 
not in after life read a page or a paragraph without get- 
ting the ideas it contained, and they would easily dis- 
tinguish on all subjects, because their habits of thought 
«nd discrimination would have been cultivated in the 
proper manner. But this subject, which ought to occupy 
the attention of every lover of his country, can not be 
dwelt on here to any greater extent. 

"As moral influence is the only power, that gives 
efficacy to any of our institutions, youth should early be 
taught the habit of self-control ; they should be so in- 
structed as to make them orderly from choice, and their 
choice should be based on correct motives. And while 
they should observe rigidly the laws of the teacher, he 
should be both able and willing to show to the youth the 
reasonableness of law and order. To compel obedience 
to the law, against the youth's sense of justice, id but 
laying the foundation of future discontent with all gov- 
ernment. There are no rules required in schools, of 
which a competent teacher can not show a reason satis- 
factory to nineteen-twentieths of his scholars. As moral 
government is substituted for adults instead of physical 
power, to preserve order in a free country, so we are 
called on, whatever expense it may require, to give such 
character to our instruction, as will subject our youth to 
the proper influence at the earliest possible day. More 
of good or ill depends on this part of education, than 
barely to learn reading and writing. If we are right in 
the kind of instruction that is to be given in our poorest 
schools, it is not necessary to describe further the kind of 
teachers required. 

** It would be difficult to say how many of this class of 
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teachers we need above what are now engaged ; but we re- 
quire in all at least 6,000 male teachers to teach from four 
to six months in the year, in districts where such teachers 
must^ depend on other business the residue of the year. 
That various improvements will go on, modifying this 
state of things from time to time, is admitted ; but the 
rapid increase of popjilation will increase the demand for 
teachers, so that for many years to come there will ba 
wanted not less than the number above specified for tliis 
class of schools. Just in proportion as the number of 
this class of schools is reduced, the number of the higher 
class will be increased. 

** Third. If these are the standards to which our 
teachers are required to come, the defects in character and 
qualification of many of our present teachers will be 
obvious to every person. It is perhaps better to leave this 
part of the subject to be filled up by those who may 
examine it, than to point out defects which are indeed 
palpable, but would add nothing to our conviction by 
being here presented. 

*^ Fourth, I am next to consider what measures have 
been adopted to supply the deficiency. These are of 
several kinds. The only direct legislative provision is 
found in the law appointing exaimners of teachers for 
Common Schools. The letter of the law only guards the 
people from imposition, by refusing certificates to those 
not qualified, and if the examiners should take no farther 
interest in the subject, and be content with barely a nega- 
tive influence, then, indeed, their office would be of com- 
paratively little use ; but the contrary is the case. The 
custom of one board will show the action of most boards 
in the State. 

**The examiners organize and fix their regular monthly 
and quarterly meetings, give the proper notice, and in- 
vite teachers to come forward. Several attend for exam- 
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ination, some are well qualified and pass accordingly; 
some are not qualified and present no promise of future 
improvement, these last are rejected; others, and much 
tlie largest number, are but poorly qualified. They have 
never had their capacity measured ; no standard has been 
presented to them. Their views of teaching are, of 
coarse, limited ; but they have talent, good character and 
enterprise ; they see- and now admit their imperfections, 
and are anxious to improve. They ask only for a six 
months' certificate, and undertake to profit by the lessons 
and directions of the examiners, being told that they 
mnst advance in order to get their certificates renewed 
and extended. This class of young men is made up, 
mostly, of those residing and laboring at home in the 
summer, and teaching in the winter. Their morals are 
always good, and they feel a common interest in all that 
concerns .the neighborhood and country. They are se- 
lected by their neighbors, because they are the best quali- 
fied and most promising that can be had, or they take up 
the business because it accords more than any other with 
their taste and love of learning. When they have re- 
ceived these new impressions from the examiners, a new 
field is at once opened to them. That which had been 
begun without much consideration becomes interesting; 
they return to the school-house, study alike the character 
of the scholars, the branches to be taught, and the best 
mode of imparting instruction. On this last point, they 
must, to a great extent, resort to their own inventive fac- 
ulties, not being fettered by early prejudices. As many 
as have high and honorable ambition, will improve upon 
every lesson, and while the principles of learning, science 
and morals will be the same in all the schools, each 
teacher will become an inventor and originator of some 
improvement by which he, at least, can better communi- 
cate instruction to the pupils. In this way, under our 
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present system, teachers will be sent to tHe field, some to 
make an unsuccessful effort, others to succeed partially, 
and others to press constantly forward till they place 
themselves in the front rank of learned and eminent 
instructors. 

''I have described faintly what does take place in many 
cases, and may be done in every county. The examiners, 
in most cases, seem to have united in adopting measures 
calculated to produce these results. There are exceptions, 
to be sure, but even where examiners are indifferent, the 
example of other counties and public opinion will compel 
them to correct action, or a resignation of their places to 
others who have public spirit enough to perform this serv- 
ice, with a view of carrying out measures at least as ex- 
tensive as have been named. 

" Young men now have some encouragement to prose- 
cute their studies and become teachers, because the school 
fund has greatly increased, public opinion has undergone 
a great change, and they may expect to receive a some- 
what suitable compensation for this service, whether as 
temporary or permanent teachers. All these influences 
together are operating to elevate the standard of teach- 
ers, and increase the number of those well educated, and 
would ultimately go far to supply the demand. But, for 
many years to come, we can not expect to have a moiety 
of the number required, unless there are some additional 
measures taken ; and our money (now amounting to a 
large sum) will be, to some extent, misapplied in pay- 
ment to indifferent teachers, our children will spend much 
time in school, to little profit, and the advantage derived 
from education will not bear just proportion to the 
amount expended in our Common Schools. 

" Fifth, What additional measures can be taken, com- 
bining the greatest advantages, is matter of doubt, and is 
extremely difficult to determine. A variety of plans pre- 
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sent themselves. One is, to employ in each county, an 
officer whose whole time should be devoted to the busi- 
ness of visiting the schools, instructing the teacbers, cor- 
recting their errors, and who should lecture from time to 
time at some central place in the townships, be ex-officio 
President of tbe Board of Examiners, and attend to vari- 
ous other duties that are now neglected, including most 
of what is now assigned to Auditors. Whatever other 
means are adopted, there can be no doubt but tbe expense 
of paying such an officer would be saved many times 
over in the harmony, economy and various other im- 
provements that would be introduced into the system. 
In the absence of other provisions, it would be almost 
indispensable to the ultimate success of the enterprise. 
The difficulty in determining how such an officer shall be 
appointed so as to guard against all party influence, and 
at the same time conform to the public sentiment, has 
hitherto been an obstacle to the measure. 

** The popular opinion in this and various other States, 
points to an institution to be devoted especially to the 
preparation of teachers, as the best remedy for the evils 
complained of in reference to teachers. Many have be- 
come the advocates for such an institution, without per- 
haps examining it in all its parts. It is doubtful whether 
any five scholars in the State would, without consulta- 
tion, give the same definition or description of a normal 
school. The requisitions of teachers, as we have hereto- 
fore defined them, sufficiently indicate what a teacher 
should be taught, but hxyw he shall be taught, is equally 
important. Two men can be selected, equally well edu- 
cated ; one will teach a crowded school of forty scholars, 
so that all will advance rapidly, and preserve, without 
much labor or corporeal punishment, perfect discipline ; 
while the other, with any smaller number, will, with the 

aid of all the punishment he can inflict, fail to preserve 

20 
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order, or canse any advance in his school. Whether this 
art can be made a branch of instniction, has long been 
considered donbtfnl. The experience of institutions in 
Europe seems to have settled the question in the affirma- 
tive. In Massachusetts, legislative provision is actually 
made for a school of this kind ; in New York, provision 
is made in the various Colleges and Academies that re- 
ceive legislative aid, for the instruction of teachers of 
Common Schools. 

''It may now be considered as a settled question, that 
there is something peculiar in the art of governing and 
teaching a school, which may be taught and learned as 
any other art or profession. There are, to be sure, many 
excellent self-made teachers, who have become so by long 
experience and labor, and there are many self-made men, 
who are eminent in all the other professions, and in 
neither case can it be pretended that the success of one 
man, without superior advantages, would justify us in 
abolishing those institutions which arer intended to aid 
students in such professions, or that, because a few suc- 
ceed in spite of their disadvantages, therefore all men 
can do so. If one man has learned to govern a large 
school with very little corporeal punishment, he can 
teach another with ordinary capacity the same art. If 
one man has learned how to adapt his instruction to the 
great variety of minds presented in the school-room, he 
can teach others to do so. If he has learned a mode 
of approaching each mind in such a manner as to wake 
it up and secure at once a love of himself and the study ; 
if he has found the art of making children reason at an 
early age ; these, as well as all other important acquisi- 
tions in the business of teaching, can be imparted to oth- 
ers of ordinary capacity. Heretofore teachers have all 
acted without associated effort, each sought his own and 
no other interest, his experience died with him» and no 
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record was preserved of improvemente as in oilier pro- 
fessions. To this cause .may be attributed the want of 
improvement in a profession so important to all onr 
interests individually and collectively. 

''With the experience of other nations and other 
States, as well as the success which has attended indi* 
vidual experiments in our own State, before me, I have 
made up my mind, that with teachers educated for the 
business, sufficient to supply all the districts in our State, 
we should with the. same money that is now expended, 
secure to our children an education far exceeding in 
amount and far superior in quality to what is generally 
famished. The advantages of associated power are felt 
in every other department, and may also be felt in this. 
That the interest of the people demands some provision 
for the preparation of teachers, I have no doubt ; but what 
shall be the specific plan ultimately to be adopted by the 
Legislature, is a matter much more difficult to decide. 

'' One plan is, to have county Seminaries, by appropri- 
ating to each county a certain amount of money, on con- 
dition that the counties would severally add an equal sum 
or any other proportion, and thus furnish a central High 
School for this purpose in each county under such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed. 

'' Another plan is, to divide the State into some eigh- 
teen or twenty educational districts, and establish a 
normal school at some central point in each district. 

''Another plan proposes to appropriate certain sums 
of money to each of the different Colleges, that will 
undertake to organize in their institutions a teachers' 
department, and instruct a certain number of persons as 
teachers of Common Schools. 

"A fourth plan is, to make a commencement by estab- 
lishing at Columbus, one normal or model school for the 
preparation of teachers.. 
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"Each of these four plans liave been advocated, and 
ihe last named pretty generally, being considered import- 
ant, whether either of the others be adopted or not. 

** I have approached this subject with caution, doubt- 
ing from the commencement what course to recommend. 
My views, till I commenced the investigation under the 
resolution referred to, were rather unfavorable to any leg- 
islative action ; but when the responsibility of making an 
official report was imposed upon me, slight as might be 
its influence, it called for a full examination of the sub- 
ject, and the result is the opinion herein expressed ; and, 
however it may vary from former opinions, I can not 
honestly come to any other conclusion. 

"The importance of some institution for teachers is 
conceded in my previous remarks. Under what system 
it should be established, is an inqidry more properly 
to be directed to professed teachers. For the present, 
however, it appears to be too new an enterprise to estab- 
lish more than one. There is a variety of reasons 
why I should recommend but one now, most of which 
will suggest themselves to your body. One reason may 
be stated. We do not all yet understand the subject; 
we need an exhibition of its practical operation. The 
best plan will hardly be hit upon at first ; it may take 
years of corrections and improvements, before we reach 
that degree of perfection that a model school must pos- 
sess. It is even doubtful, whether a sufficient number 
of teachers could be found prepared at once to go into 
the work advantageously. There are men of learning 
in every county, but not every learned man would be a 
good teacher of teachers ; and unless there be something 
to be taught differently from our Ettglish "or Classical 
education, we would scarcely advise the establishment 
of the institution. 

''An experiment may be made here with very little 
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expense, and till the experiment ia made, it may not 
be pmdent to expend a large sum for bnildings or other- 
wise. Buildings, for the present, could be rented, or, 
what would be better, as the city of Columbus is about 
to erect large school-houses, it would, no doubt, willingly 
allow the State to use three or four rooms for the teachers' 
school. As the students would all be teachers, they could, 
without additional expense, instruct all the youth in the 
city according to the most improved system. Indeed, 
a normal school can not successfully be established, un- 
less it be in connection with schools of the different grades, 
from primary schools up to those esteemed the highest. 
If some plan like this should be adopted, it would 
^require not more than three professors, till the success 
attending the enterprise should induce an extension of the 
work. The students attending should all be admitted 
free of tuition charge and the benefits made equal. Each 
county should be entitled to send one at least. A diffi- 
culty is presented in providing boarding and other ex- 
penses. But few of those who are to become school- 
teachers, hav© the means of paying heavy charges, even 
if tuition is gratuitous, nor is the inducement to become 
a teacher at present so great as to justify very heavy ex- 
penses for this purpose. Females would probably form 
a large number of the students for teachers, if they had 
the means of support while attending. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it would certainly be well to make provision 
for boarding, say one student from each county, when- 
ever the Legislature should feel authorized to appropriate 
as much money as would effect such a purpose ; but 
this could not probably be done, till one or two years' 
experience convinced thfe people generally of the great 
advantages resulting io them from such a course. In 
the mean time, an appropriation of five thousand dollars 
per year would purchase the apparatus and employ three 
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professors, lliis would be sufficient to secure mstmction 
for at least one hundred students. 

''The only real objection that can be anticipated is 
found in the expense, and possibly an apprehension that 
the people would not sanction such an outlay ; but what- 
ever doubt may exist as to the University, it is scarcely 
possible that ijiere should be any here* The cry of poor 
teachers is universal, and in some places teachers can not 
be had of any qualification. This want is sensibly felt 
by the people, and if there is any reasonable assurance 
that the proposed measure would supply the deficiency, 
or contribute to such a result, surely it would be approved 
of. However much the citizens of the State may com- 
plain of expenses incurred for purposes not general in 
their benefits, they haye never complained of such ex- 
penditureis as evidently carry with them corresponding 
advantages to the whole people; and if the advantages 
of an institution for the improvement of Common School 
teachers can be made to appear beneficial to the cause 
of general education, it would be an unjust reflection 
upon the intelligence and public spirit of the people, to 
anticipate their objection to it. Still, I am far from 
urging the adoption of any measure that would involve 
expense, unless it shall appear to your body to be required 
for the general interest, and unless there be an expression 
of public opinion in favor of such a course. 

" I forbear going further into details, as one of the 
first steps would probably be to appoint a board of pub- 
lic instniction, to consist of three or five men, who 
should give such advice and exercise such control as is 
usually exercised by trustees, (under the direction of and 
accountable to the Legislature;) The Legislature could 
either appoint the professors, or authorize the board so 
appointed to do it; and it would be the duty of the 
faculty, when organized, to prescribe all the rules and 
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regulations of the institationy subject to the approval 
of the board. 

** In addition to all the English branches, it is found 
indispensable to have at least several hundred teachers, 
capable of instructing in the German language. All 
former controversy on this last point being now prob- 
ably settled, it follows that the advocates of both lan- 
guages should unite, and, as far as possible, provide 
such measures as will, in the surest and speediest way, 
secure* that familiar intercourse which alone can secure 
concert in feeling in all the various subjects that require 
to be decided by popular influence. The number of 
German youth in our State is much greater than has 
heretofore been estimated. The parents speak their native 
language, and it will be the language of the domestic 
circle. Children, therefore, can not easily learn English 
of a teacher who can not speak German. The children 
are anxious to learn English, but wish to learn the 
German at the same time. Parents are very naturally 
unwilling to give up their own language, and frequently 
would rather their offspring should neglect all study than 
to study English exclusively, lest the latter course should 
operate as a sacrifice of their own dialect. 

" The various interests involved in this subject can not 
be met fully without procuring a class of teachers well 
educated in both languages. Such men or women do not 
now exist in any thing like the proportion demanded ; 
and it is the opinion of very many educated German 
gentlemen, as well as native American, that the want 
can not be supplied without a State institution. 

'' It is proper that one objection should be anticipated 
and answered. It may be said that if there are a thou- 
sand teachers required, and the want still increasing, the 
establishment of normal schools will fall too far short 
of supplying the demand to 'justify the expense. We 
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answer, that the benefit of these schools will not be lim- 
ited to the number directly taught in them. The instruc- 
tion of some eighty or a hundred teachers, if confined, 
in fact, to the furnishing of that number, would render 
the expediency of the measure doubtful ; but it should 
be recollected that every one who shall go out from 
this institution will go prepared to teafch on the same 
plan, and his or her pupils will, to a greater or less 
extent, acquire the same knowledge. Each teacher thus 
instructed will be competent to take charge of a similar 
institution, whether of a private or public character. 
But all this will not be the great advantage ; the moral 
influence of such a model school will be felt by thou- 
sands who will never enter the walls. When a standard 
of this kind is erected and sustained, it will be looked to 
from every board of county and township examiners in 
the State ; enterprising young teachers will aspire to 
reach, if not excel, the perfection of the model, and thus, 
in a short time, very great improvement will be seen 
every -where, and those now making the greatest efforts 
will find their progress facilitated by the information 
that, through the press and by members of the Legisla- 
ture, will go out from this point to every district in the 
State. 

"Though at first the attempt to meet the wants by 
such a scanty supply would seem trifling, yet when it is 
seen in all its bearings and all its modes of communica- 
tion with all parts of the State, this objection disappears. 

'* One other point remains to be considered, namely, 
whether the two institutions could be advantageously 
united; and on this subject I must be excused from 
dwelling in detail, as the resolution of your body to 
establish either would probably be followed by the ap- 
pointment of a board of education, who would be more 
competent to express an enlightened opinion. 
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''The decision of the people of this State through 
the Legislatnie, on the best mode of supplying good 
teachers of Oommon Schools, is looked to with the 
utmost anxiety by the friends of popular education in 
oUier states as well as our ovni. Education, after hay- 
ing been confined to a comparatively small number for 
many hundred years, has been gradually spreading its 
influence and increasing its votaries for some years 
past, till it has in our State visited every dwelling, from 
the most splendid building to the humblest cottage ; and, 
just in proportion as civil liberty extends an influence, 
has the love of learning manifested itself. Liberty and 
general intelligence are 'twins tied by nature; if they 
part they die/ As a people we all know this, and it is 
thought that all are anxious to have such measures 
adopted as will secure the best teachers for our children* 
We are no longer willing to employ a teacher who does 
not know much, merely because our children do not 
know much. The poorest orphan boy, who now half 
naked roams our woods, may in his turn be called to 
discharge the highest legislative, judicial, or executive 
functions of our government ; and the law which made 
him eligible would be mockery, if it denied him the 
education required to qualify him for the discharge of 
such duties. Ancient republics claimed to be free when 
half of their people were slaves, and but a small num- 
ber entitled to take part in the government. We, unlike 
them, are a nation of soveireigns, and, whether we gov- 
ern by ourselves or by our agents, direct the govern- 
ment. We must, then, in order to act wisely, each be 
qualified, either to perfonu the duties ourselves, or be 
capable of directing others how to do it, and to judge 
wisely of their acts. 

"We may recollect that we are providing for the 

education of those who will be active when we are in 

21 
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our graves, or borne down with the infirmities of age, 
at a time, too, when onr State will contain fonr mill- 
ions of people, when commerce and mannfadores will 
fill every village, and when even agriculture will require 
to be conducted on scientific principles, in order to make 
the earth yield a supply equal to the growing wants that 
will crowd upon us. 

''This state of things is rushing upon us. We can 
not, if we would, avoid it. Each revolving year in- 
creases the rapidity with which the change comes over 
us. . We are called upon to decide, whether our children 
shall be prepared to rise with the rising glories of the 
State, to enjoy the advantages to which their birth 
entitles them, or whether they shall be borne onward 
before this tide of improvement to subdue the forest 
of another western paradise, to be yielded up to those, 
whose superior intelligence shall enable them to seize, 
and, with the strong hand of intellectual power, appro- 
priate all to their own benefit, or whether our sons shall 
be doomed to the still more unfortunate condition of 
Remaining ignorant in the midst of those whose superior 
intellectual power will be sure to dictate measures, with- 
out much reference to the interests of those who are thus 
disadvantageously situated. The decision of this sub- 
ject has to do with the best interests of that great body 
of the people, who can not hope by wealth to exert 
much influence in society, whose only hope is in their 
mental and moral influence. Eight hundred thousand 
children call on the fathers of the present day to place 
in their hands the powers that well-directed learning 
gives. Their fathers and mothers are ready to be their 
surety, that if they can be furnished with this intellectual 
and moral armor, they will, while \ve live, and following 
our example when we die, aid in carrying forward the 
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great "vv^orks connected alike with tlie Happiness and glorj 
of our country." 

Wlien, after the history of Mr. Lewis's labors in 1839, 
we briefly sketch the edncational progress of Ohio from 
1840 to 1857, it will be shown that the important features 
of the foregoing report have been ingrafted upon our 
Cominon School system, without legislative patronage for 
a University or for Normal Schools. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THIBD YEAR AS S U PBBIN T E N D E NT, AND 

THIBD REPORT. 

VHEN the Thirty-Seventli General Assembly ad- 
journed, Mr. Lewis returned to Cincinnati to prepare 
for the labors of the third year of his office. In his 
report upon the expenses of his Department for 1838, he 
had said : 

**I entered the Department expecting to have my 
personal expenses paid; nothing was expected for time 
or labor. The salary for the two years will, I presume, 
pay my expenses when absent from home and actually 
engaged in the work, and nothing more. * * * * 
My plan for the coming year was to keep a clerk at 
work in the office, spend as much time as possible trav- 
eling in the State, and during the year visit some of the 
other states, and notice their schools and systems." 

This plan Mr. Lewis was not permitted to execute. 
The Legislature did not afford him such encouragement 
as assured him that it would meet legislative approbation, 
and his health having been much impaired, by the severity 
of his labors during the fall and winter, he announced 
through a circular to county auditors that, for the year 
1839, he would be required to communicate with the 
schools and school officers chiefly by means of circulars 
and communications to the newspapers. He was certain 
that Editors would insert an article once a week for the 
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good of Education, and he solicited connty auditors to 
prepare articles for the local papers. He wrote for dif- 
ferent leading journals, and- his articles were widely 
copied. Most of them were explanatory of the school 
law, or in answer to business inquiries, but occasionally 
the general interests of Education were discussed, and 
especially was the sentiment that the public schools were 
for the whole people, pressed upon school officers. In 
one circular, Mr. Lewis said : 

** Unless the Common Schools can be made to educate 
the whole people, the poor as well as the rich, they are 
not worthy the support of the patriot or the philan- 
thropist." 

Watching with zealous care and issuing his circulars, 
whenever, in his judgment, the Common School cause 
could be promoted — traveling and speaking whenever his 
health would permit, Mr. Lewis spent the summer and fall 
of 1839, with as much advantage, perhaps, as any period 
of his Superintendentship. In different parts of the 
State, a numbei of Teachers' Associations had been 
formed, and Mr. Lewis took pleasure in attending their 
meetings. It was owing to the influence of these Asso- 
ciations that the fourth annual meeting of the friends of 
Education, under the auspices of the Cincinnati College 
of Teachers, held at Columbus, December 26th, 1839, 
was larger and more influential than either of its prede- 
cessors. At that convention Mr. Lewis delivered an 
address upon *' Common Schools as they affect pecuniary 
interests." The entire proceedings of the body were able 
and judicious, but their influence was not sufficient to 
remove bitter prejudice against the Common School 
system which existed in the Thirty-Eighth General As- 
Bombly, then in session. 
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This prejudice manifested itself early. Mr. Lewis pre- 
sented his third Annual Report on the 24th of December. 
A motion to print five thousand copies was opposed, but 
prevailed by a vote of 49 yeas to 16 nays. In this mo- 
tion the Senate concurred. 

This Eeport Mr. Lewis opened with an announcement 
of his determination to resign his office ; and then he 
proceeded frankly to express his views of what had been 
accomplished for public education in Ohio, and what yet 
remained to be accomplished. He reviewed the workings 
of the school law, and gave his opinion that it was the 
best one he had seen, but again urged the appointment 
of County Superintendents as separate officers. 

A considerable portion of the Third Report was de- 
voted to the Education of the Poor. It has been re- 
marked that in his circulars, Mr. Lewis forcibly urged the 
necessity of entire justice to the poor. In his Report he 
said : 

"education of the poob. 

"While we have general objects in view, we should 
not forget those that are special, keeping in mind that 
it is always best to make our public provision so gen- 
eral as to include all the parts if possible. It has here- 
tofore been a reproach to our State, that sufficient pro- 
vision was not made for the education of the poor, and 
it was as late as last winter declared, that such provision 
was not even then made. To be certain on this point 
I addressed letters to each county auditor, of which the 
following is a copy : 

" ' Sm, — ^It is said, in a manner entitled to credit, 
that under the present Common School regulations the 
poor are not provided for, and that while the poor have 
not the means of education in the Common Schools, the 
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funds are appropriated to the benefit of those wlicuare 
well able to defray the expense. Now, while it has not 
been the policy of the Legislature to establish a school 
for the poor as a distinct class, it has been the policy to 
provide snch laws as wonld secure (if faithfully admin- 
istered) an edncation for the poor as well as the rich, 
or those in comfortable circumstances, and the present 
law was supposed to secure such a provision beyond 
evasion ; but published statements leave us to infer that 
the law is evaded, and, therefore, it becomes the duty of 
this department to make inquiry, and lay such informa- 
tion as can be obtained, before the Legislature for its 
consideration. To you, as having the general super- 
vision of this department in your county, I am com- 
pelled to apply for information. You will, therefore, be 
so good as to satisfy yourself on the following points at 
as early a day as you can, and forward to this depart- 
ment your answers : 

*' ' 1. Is provmon made in the school districts, where you 
are immediately acqttaintedf for receiving the orphans and 
the children of those who are unable to pay, free of charge ? 

V ' 2. J^ conditions are annexed to the reception of such 
children in the Common Schools, of what nature are these 
conditions f 

** * 8. ^ the poor, are prohibited from attending school on 
the ground of inability to pay, what further legislation is 
required to secure to sttch youth admission to the Common 
Schools P * * * 

''Answers from most of the counties to this letter, as 
well as the reports recently received, assure me that this 
part of the law is now generally complied with, and the 
poor are received in school, free of chaige, in every part 
of the State. 

''In a considerable part of the State, the funds allow a 
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fioe 80I100I to be taught for all the yontli, from fonr to 
nine months in the year» and where there is a deficiencj, 
it is paid by those who are able. In many country 
districts there are none so poor as to be unable to 
defray their portion of the expense, but in some it is 
not so. In our towns and villages, poor are oftener met 
with, more especially poor widows with families of 
orphan children, and a class still more to be pitied, 
families abandoned by their unnatural head. As our 
population increases, towns and villages will increase; 
even now our public roads present a vast number of these 
places, and every site for manufacturing will soon be thus 
occupied. It can not be a reproach to admit the truth, 
and in doing so we are compelled to say, that among our 
six hundred thousand youth, there are a vast number who 
are unable to educate themselves and defray other ordi- 
nary expenses required to sustain the places in society 
that our institutions assign them. Nominally we are 
equal ; not a village in the State but has been repeatedly 
the theater, where politicians and other orators pro- 
claimed this equality ; but a custom (admitted to be bad) 
has with more than legal sanction, assigned to each 
person a place in society chiefly in reference to external 
appearance. We should not hastily condemn that ambi- 
tion on the part of the individual that causes the greatest 
effort to secure respectability, and if a wrong standard 
is fixed, it is the fault of the more wealthy and not of 
the poor ; to reach this standard, and support this appear- 
ance in society, requires constant toil and much of sacri- 
fice on the part of those who labor for others and have 
no property of their own. 

"I have estimated the profits of labor and the ex- 
penses of a family in different parts of the State, till 
I am satisfied that he who depends on the labor of his 
hands only for support, does not, in general, receive 
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sufficient pay to support his family and edncate Ms 
children ; and wages are kept down so near the lowest 
sum that will afford a support, that we can not look for 
general education unless public provbion is made. But 
if the case last above named is truly stated, how much 
farther removed from these advantages are those whose 
fathers lie in their graves, or live a burden to them- 
selves and society; for many such there are. We are 
often told that the poor should be glad to bind their 
children out, and no argument has sounded to me so 
revolting, so unchristian, so contrary to the spirit of 
humanity and philanthropy. It is to say, that the 
widowed mother shall have taken from her arms and 
her society all that is 'left to her on earth of com- 
fort ; it is to say, that to be a poor child is to be a 
servant, a term that in its general acceptation nev^ 
ought to be known in oar State. It is true, many thus 
called are used well, and of many others the contrary is 
equally true. If we had a class of society among us 
ranking as servants, who never aspire to any other con- 
dition, it would be different ; but the poor are too often 
mocked with the shadow of better things, till their dis- 
appointment brings conviction of their actual condition 
and makes them poor indeed. Four-fifths of those who 
become outcasts from society in early life, are made so 
by the unkindly influence of society and our institutions. 
"I do not say that merely a system of Common 
Schools would supply all the defect and prevent the evil, 
but I suggest this as one of the means that should be 
used on a much more extensive plan than any now in 
practice, and believing that the great object of govern- 
ment should be to protect the weak and promote the 
happiness of the people, it would seem proper, while so 
much is done to add to the value of property, that at 
least as much should be done to increase the happiness 
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of persons ; nor wonld any price be too great for the 
rescue of the thousands of youth from the min that awaits 
them, merely from the want of a little more parental care 
on the part of the Govemmenf 

Entreating the Legislature not to change the School 
Law, not becanse it was not without defects, but because 
no advantage could be derived from amendment which 
would compensate for the evils of change in the existing 
state of public sentiment, Mr. Lewis spoke freely upon 
the duties and responsibilities of '' State SuperifUendent'* 

** After the declaration I have made at the commence- 
ment of this report, there can be no imputation of in- 
terested motives in the following remarks. It will be 
conceded even by those who are opposed to a continuance 
of this office, that the present incumbent must possess 
some information in reference to the duties and im- 
portance of ' the department. Should this subject be one 
of legislative discussion again, I submit one question, 
which it would be well to consider first. Will the State 
of Ohio sustain a system of general education ? That an 
overwhelming majority will respond in the affirmative, 
there is no doubt. If indeed it were ever a question, we 
have gone too far to recede. We have still a large fund, 
and more than 300,000 acres of unsold land, which 
when sold or rendered productive, (notwithstanding the 
sacrifices made,) will make an aggregate of more than 
86,000,000 ; besides, we have the interest on the surplus 
revenue, which the people will never consent shall be 
taken from ihem and appropriated to other purposes, 
while the poor are deprived of all its benefits ; and it is 
through the schools only that this fund can reach the mass 
of the people. The same may be said of the revenue from 
banks. 
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** Since, then, a system must be sustained, the kind 
of Bystem wonld (if it were not already settled) be the 
next question. Suppose we grant that the present system 
has all the defects that its opponents allege. What are 
they ? And to this point your attention is particularly 
requested. Do those objecting allege inefficiency, or that 
there is not enough done ? Do they bring forward any 
other plan, and by it propose to make education more 
extensive, and elevate higher the general standard of 
Common Schools or the people's colleges ? It is pro- 
posed to expend more money in this cause, to pay higher 
wages to teachers, and take measures to have schools 
taught a longer time, free for the rich and poor to attend 
on the same terms and on common ground ? If these be 
the propositions of the advocates of change, (if such there 
still are,) their plans deserve to be considered by the 
friends of education, and if advantages are manifest, 
of sufficient importance to compensate for the incon- 
venience of change, they should be adopted. 

'* If this statement be correct, the rule will hold good 
and be a sufficient guide in determining the questions that 
may be presented. I have always taken it for granted 
that general education must be furnished, and if so, it 
follows, that it must be on some system, and if a system 
must be adopted, it is important that the most effective 
measures should be taken to produce a conformity to that 
system. And now the question presents itself, can any 
better measure be adopted than by devoting one depart- 
ment wholly to that service ? 

" The slightest investigation will show that without a 
system of annual reports, correct accounts will not be 
kept. To procure this statistical information, the law 
formerly required these reports to be made from directors 
to county auditors, by them to the State Auditor, and by 
him to the Legislature ; but no reports were then made, 
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nor is it reasonable to sappose tliat an officer charged with 
the immense business of Auditor of this State, can give 
proper attention to another subject that calls for all the 
powers of any one man. 

" But it is not only on the subject of school statisticd 
that we urge this point. Our school finances are more 
complicated than those of any other State or country. 
No two townships in the State have the same amount 
of funds, and almost every township has separate property 
or funds, and by previous legislation almost all these 

r 

connect themselves with the State Government. There 
will soon be 10,000 school districts, and these funds are 
to be severally siiibdivided into as many parts in unequal 
amounts. It is therefore out of the question to suppose 
order can be observed without all the effort of a depart- 
ment directly under your control. 

" But in addition to all this, the developments presented 
to your body show that immense wrong has been done 
to school interest, for the want of some special guardian. 
No man can believe that those sacrifices would have been 
allowed by the people, if the subject had been fairly pre- 
sented to them. It would be considered affectation to 
pretend that this department has not been greatly instru- 
mental in arresting this great evil. No merit is claimed — 
it was only duty ; but withdraw this department with- 
out providing some other to perform its duties, and can 
there be any guarantee that the same scenes will not be 
acted over again? 

"It is not the particular name of the officer, but the 
duties to be performed, which I insist on. And had my 
strength and talent been equal to my zeal in this caiuse* 
the department should have won for itself a favor with 
the friends of civil freedom and equal rights, whidi 
would have saved the necessity of this argument. I most 
heartily .pray, that my sucoessor may surpass me in eveiy 
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qmlification that is needed to make him more snccessfnl 
than I have been, Mid so far as the labors of an humble 
individual can go, he shall have my hearty co-operation 
so long as his measures look to the extension of nniversal 
education. There is a variety of other duties devolving 
npon this department of great importance and responsi- 
bility, that need not here be detailed, and can be properly 
appreciated only by becoming familiar with the business 
of the office.** 

The following is a succinct account of the 

''OEHERAL STATB OF BD0OATIOK. 

** Whatever we may find to cause regret to the patriot 
and Christian, by reason of deficiency in quantity and 
quality of education, or whatever difficulties may exist in 
particular places, there is nothing more evident than a 
general increase and improvement in this department. 
This is not confined to any one class of schools, but ex- 
tends to all ; there is more attention paid to the character 
and competency of the teacher — ^more disposition to en- 
courage good teachers by allowing reasonable salaries ; 
the number of schools is increased, and they are kept open 
longer than formeriy. The standard of education is 
raised for Common Schools in almost every county in 
the State, and even where opposition is rife, attention is 
awakened and improvement goes on in the most import- 
ant work of education among the people. This is pro- 
ducing its natural consequences. Academies are coming 
forward of an improved character, both in morals and 
literature, and beyond them still, all our colleges are in a 
more prosperous condition than at any former period. A 
large portion of the students are poor, and have received 
their first taste for learning in the Common Schools: 
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ihey frequently enter college wholly on their own re- 
sources, and by dint of rigid economy and extra indus- 
try, are becoming the first scholars of the land. Amid 
all the excitements and projects that the increased atten- 
tion to education has introduced, it is not to be expected 
that every thing proposed is really advantageous. There 
is much of selfishness, much of error, and of useless the- 
ory ; but these things, under such circumstances, are to 
be expected, and if the friends of sound Christian, repub- 
lican education are vigilant, no evil, but much of good 
will be the result. No great results are accomplished 
without excitements. Experience must, in the end, test 
every measure proposed, and in this, as in every thing 
else, it will prove all things, and finally hold fast that 
which is good.'' 

Mr. Lewis concluded his final report in these words : 

" Influenced by circumstances not under my control, I 
shall retire from all official connection with the State 
educational department during your session ; but what- 
ever an humble individual in private life can do, with aU 
the time and influence that God may give him, shall still 
be devoted to the cause of universal education, with a 
firm conviction that it is the only barrier which can be 
presented to save the country and its liberty from the ruin 
that has swept away every other free government. And 
I would fain press on my countrymen the fact, that we 
can not occupy middle ground ; we must either rise rap- 
idly, and occupy a place higher than any nation that has 
preceded us, or we must soon cease to enjoy our peculiar 
principles ; and though wealth may flow in, palaces rise, 
and our national greatness be the envy of the world, un- 
less the means of education are furnished and the system 
nurtured beyond what any other country has ever done, we 
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must, as a mass, become hewers of Food and bearers of 
burdens for the few, who, by cuniiing or force, are able 
to control the employments of the people and the means 
of subsistence. Bnt I do tmst. Heaven has in store a 
^eater and more glorious destiny for my beloved country ; 
and in fall faith of a continued and increasing prosper- 
ity and happiness of the people, this report is respectfully 
submitted." 

Accompanying this report was a statement from a ma- 
jority of the counties of the State, showing the number 
and time of schools, number of new houses and of teach- 
ers, with amount paid teachers and the amount of 
funds received. From these county statements Mr. Lewis 
made an abstract, which should appear in these pages in 
order that its items may be contrasted with those for 
1837 and 1838. 

'' TEAOHEBS. 

"There are occasionally two or more teachers in the 
same school, and sometimes one teacher teaches the district 
school in two districts at different periods, so that the num- 
ber of teachers often varies from the number of schools, for 
these different reasons. The number of male teachers in 
the aggregate exceeds that of the females. In the north- 
em counties, the schools, to say the least, are as good as 
in any counties in the State, and their practice is to em- 
ploy females for teaching the small children. One or two 
examples of the practice of different counties may be 
given. In Clinton county, they have 70 male teachers 
and 21 females ; in Clermont, 95 males and 12 females ; 
in Highland, 48 males and 7 females ; in Montgomery, 
117 males and 23. females ; in Belmont, 82 males and 14 
females ; and other counties show the like proportion ; 
while in Trumbull, they have 286 females and 193 males ; 
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in Ashtabula, 196 females and 119 males ; in Medina, 143 
females and 105 males ; in Cuyahoga, 173 females and 
122 males ; in Greanga, 218 females and 123 males. 
These latter counties are not surpassed in educational 
enterprise by any counties ib the State, and by availing 
themselves of the help of female teachers, they are able 
to do twice as much with the same money as is done in 
those counties where female teachers are almost excluded. 
As the business of teaching is made more respectable, 
more females engage in it, and the wages are reduced. 
Females do not in the northern counties expect to accu- 
mulate much property by this occupation; if it affords 
them a respectable support and a situation where they can 
be useful, it is as much as they demand. I, therefore, 
most earnestly commend this subject to the attention of 
those counties who are in the habit of paying men for 
instructing little children, when females would do it for 
less than half the sum, and generally much better than 
men can. Those counties that have large school funds, 
could by a judicious expenditure keep their free schools 
open, at least eight months in the year. 

** SGH00L-H0USB8. 

" In 691 townships, 731 school-houses have been built 
this year, at a cost of 9148,959, being $204 each, and 
if we suppose that as many in proportion have been 
erected in the non-reporting townships, it will present 
'evidence of public sentiment and public educational en- 
' terprise that has no parallel out of Ohio, and it proves 
more than any thing else what the public feeling is on 
this subject. It is true, some of these houses have cost 
but little, but we should take into view, that it is harder 
in some districts to expend 920 for a school -house than 
in others to expend 910,000 ; besides, in many districts. 
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half the land is still held by the State or national gov- 
ernments, and bears no part of this tax ; and in other 
places, mtKjh of the land actually taken np, has been 
entered within five years, and is not subject to taxation. 

" I am informed that a large number of school-houses 
have been voted for the present year, in addition to those 
reported. 

"The number of directors appointed by township 
clerks, shows in some counties much neglect in holding 
annual school elections. This evil, however, was less in 
1839 than in 1838. 

'' The returns show that the school tax has been reduced 
in ten counties one mill, and in three counties a half mill, 
leaving the other counties with the tax as fixed by general 
law. In thirty-three counties one or more townships have 
voted additional school tax. 

" BEOAPITULATION AND RESULTS AS ESTIMATED. 

*' The reports show that 691 townships have reported, 
the number of districts in which is 5,442. 

'*The number of Common Schools taught the past 
year is 7,295. 

" The number of teachers, male and female, 7,288. 

"The number of scholars in attendance the past year, 
254,612. 

"The whole number of months that Common Schools 
have been open the past year, 29,199. 

" The number of Common School houses erected this 
year, 731. Cost of the same, <H48,959. 

"The amount of wages paid teachers in Common 
Schools during the past year, <>392,091. 

" In order to make up for the non -reporting districts in 

the reporting townships of the counties above given, I^ 

have added 15 per cent, on the average of all the items 

22 
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giTen, (except in the number of the distiicts.) This 
allowance is below what the letnms wonld present if they 
were here, and I have sufficient evidence that more than 
that proportion of districts, in the reporting townships, 
have not reported. 

'' There are 545 of the townships in the State which 
have not reported, and allowing the schools in them to 
average the same as those do in the reporting townships, 
it will give for the non-reporting townships the following 
statements : 

Number of Common Schools in the non-reporting townships, •• •• 5,754 

Number of teachers, 5,575 

Number of scholars in attendance, •-• 200,815 

Amount of wages paid teachers, • ••••$309,247 

Number of months taught^ 23,030 

Number of school-houses bnilty 677 

Cost of school-houses, $117,486 

" These items added to those of the reporting town- 
ships, give the following results : 

Whole number of Common Schools in the State, • ■ 13,049 

Whole number of teachers employed, 12,860 

Whole number of scholars in attendance, 465,427 

Amount of wages paid teachers, $701^8 

Whole number of months Conmion Schools hare been taught, • • • 52,229 

Number of school-houses built the past year, 1,308 

Cost of school-houses builty $206,445 

"This shows an average of four months' school in 
each district, and of thirty-five scholars in each school. 

"The average wages of the teachers per month is 
813.43. But more than two-fifths of the teachers are 
females, who do not receive an average of over 810 per 
month, (though some females receive much more.) -This 
would leave to the male teachers an average of say 816 
per month. 

'' It should be remembered that this estimate does not 
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include any of the private schools, of which there are a 
great number in every part of the State. 

" I am satisfied that the amounts paid to teachers be- 
sides public funds, have not been fully reported, and full 
returns would show much larger average salaries for 
teachers than is here given. The estimates made for 
non-reporting townships are too low, rather than other- 
wise. Some of the counties that equal any others for 
school enterprise are yet behind. It wHl be recollected 
this is the first year that an attempt has been made to 
procure returns without penalties for omissions, and that 
the report is closed two weeks earlier than usual, and it 
will be more a matter of surprise that so much has been 
done, than that more has not been done. The enumera- 
tion in 1840 will, I think, secure accurate returns from 
all the State, and I predict that it will show an excess 
of educational work of one-third above the amount now 
reported." 

» 

In his annual message Governor Shannon said : " Ed- 
ucation and moral and intellectual improvement among 
our citizens are steadily and rapidly advancing under our 
liberal system of instruction." He deprecated any rad- 
ical change in the school system, and this sentiment was 
appreciated by the Standing Committee in the House on 
Schools and School Lands. 

On the 19th of December, it was resolved, that the 
Standing Committee on Schools be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of abolishing the office of Superin- 
tendent. Petitions asking that the office be abolished 
had been received from several cdunties, but it was well 
enough understood that a large majority of the people 
would vote in favor of such an office, and the Standing 
Committee reported adversely to the resolution and to 
the petitions. Explaining the duties of the Superintend- 
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enty the Committee bore witness to the valixe of !Mx, 
Lewis's services in the following language : 

** Hm Oommittee can not conclnde this subject without 
expressing their deep sense of the many obligations 
which the whole people of his State are nnder to Mr. 
Lewis, for the faithful and able manner in which he has 
discharged, for several years past, the important duties of 
Superintendent of Common Schools, and they ardently 
cherish the hope^ that although feeble health has induced 
him to retire to private life, he may long live and be 
enabled, by his counsel and experience, to render essen* 
tial service to the cause of universal education." 

On the 21st of December, a (Committee of three was 
appointed to reorganize or abolish the office of Super- 
intendent. This committee did not agree; Mr. Perrill, 
of Pickaway county, reported in favor of dispensing 
with the Superintendent, and Mr. Bliss, of Lorain, from 
the majority, reported in favor of the office, but rec- 
ommended that a clerk in the Auditor's office be desig- 
nated Ba the clerk of the School Department. Mr. 
Perrill^s ftll i^As, afMr considerable discussion, indefi- 
nitely postponed by a vote of 37 yeas to 25 nays. Not- 
withstanding this vote, the Bill of the majority met de- 
cided opposition. Motions to require the Superintendent 
to prepare a school manual, to reduce his salary to 9500, 
and to indefinitely postpone the Billj were lost. At length 
the salary was fixed at 9800, ahd on the 10th of March 
the Bill passed. 

In the Senate the Standing Committee on Schools was 
instructed so to amend the House Bill as to make the 
Auditor of State School Superintendent. When, on 
the 17th of March, the Bill thus amended lyas reported, it 
was moved to postpone it indefinitely. This motion was 
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lost, and a motion then prevailed to giYe the Superin- 
tendent a clerk at 8400, when a motion to strike ont 
** Auditor of State" and insert "Secretary of State" 
prevailed, and so mnch of the law of '88 as conflicted 
ivith it was then repealed. 

On the 18th of March, 1840, the Bill, as amended, was 
sent to the Honse, which body refused to accept the action 
of the Senate. The Senate insisted on its amendments 
and asked for a committee of conference. A committee 
to confer was accordingly created. To the report of this 
committee, which was to amend the House Bill by mak- 
ing the salary of the Superintendent 91,000 instead of 
8800, the Senate disagreed, and asked for another com- 
mittee of conference. This request was granted by the 
House, and the second committee decided to dispense with 
the services of a clerk, and give the Secretary of State 
8400 as Superintendent. To this the House would not 
agree, and so informed the Senate. Meantime the Senate 
had passed a resolution, appointing Caleb J. M'Nulty, 
then the clerk of that body. Superintendent of Common 
Schools. The House laid that resolution on the table, 
withdrew its last message to the Senate, and on the 23d 
of March, the last day of the session, passed the Bill 
making the Secretary of State Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools, with a clerk at a salary of 8400 per an- 
num. With this exception, the School Law stood in 
1840 as it did in 1839. 

We have been particular in the history of the legis- 
lation of 1839^0, in order that the pdsition of the 
School Department and of the Law, at the period of the 
termination of Mr. Lewis's Superintendentship, may be 
fully understood. As it was then it remained in all the 
most important particulars, till after the adoption of tk 
new Constitution for Ohio, in 1851. 

We shall proceed briefly to sketch the Common School 
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progress of our State from 1840 to 1857 ; bnt before en- 
tering npon that history, let us review concisely the dif- 
ference between the Common School system and the 
Common Schools of 1836 and 1839. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



EDUCATION FBOM 1840 TO 1857. 



TTTHEN Mr. Lewis's resignation of the office of Sn- 
VV perintendent was announced, it was nniyersally 
conceded by the press and by leading men, that his setv- 
ices had been of inestimable value to the school interests 
of Ohio. 8ome of his friends claimed for him, that by 
his investigations of the management of School lands, 
he had saved the State 960,000. It is certain that what 
he did to awaken pnblic attention to the abuses which 
had been committed in the leasing and selling of School 
lands, aroused the only opposition which arrayed itself 
against him ; and the only dissatisfaction expressed with 
his general labors sprang from among school officers and 
school teachers, who were unwilling or unable to reach 
the standard of industry, zeal and intelligence, which 
the Superintendent desired. 

The following abstract of the statistics in Mr. Lewis's 
Eeports presents a flattering picture of school progress, 
during the three years of his official labors : 



al 



n 

: 8. 



TIABB. 



1837 
1838 
1839 



4,336 
4,030 



? 



150,402 
108,596 



I 



7,2951 254,612 



7,962 
7,515 



I? 
I 



22,168 
28,671 



n 



$317,730 
488,085 



o o 



Ik 

OB gp 



671 



7,228 29,199 701,0911731 



$61,890 

65,732 

206,445 



Governors, Secretaries of State, and educational men 
of wide knowledge, have, almost without exception, from 
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1840 till the present time, borne willing testimony to the 
fact that by Mr. Lewis's industry, wisdom and eloquence 
the whole educational tone of the State was elevated, 
and the most fruitful seeds were sown for that which 
bears now to every child in Ohio the privilege of a good 
education. No one, who studies the events of his Su- 
perintendentship and the results which have followed it, 
with an unbiased mind, will dispute even higher claims 
for Mr. Lewis, as a frigid of popular education, than we 
now set up. 

In his last Beport, he expressed a conviction that the 
returns from school districts for the year 1840 would 
show wider prosperity than those of 18^9. He was 
mistaken. The Secretary of State had no special clerk 
in the School Department ; there was no immediate and 
continued communication with school officers, and the 
Secretary confessed his inability to present a full account 
of the public schools. 

The disadvantages under which Secretaries laboiied may 
be inferred from the following tabular statement, showing 
what was reported to them during the years mentioned : 
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27,324 



This table must not be taken as an exhibit of the condi- 
tion of schools, but rather as an exposi of delinquency, 
showing the need of a School Superintendent. Between 
1841 and 1845, on an average not more than forty-five 
counties were reported to the Secretary, and in the latter 
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year it was estimated that tkere were in the State 13,000 
Bchools and 460,000 scholars. 

No material changes were made in the School Law till 
1842, when the School fund was reduced to 9150,000, an 
annual enumeration of youth,* instead of biennial, was 
required of district clerks, and the publication and dis- 
tribution of all school laws then in force was provided 
for. In 1848-44, acts for the better arrangement of dis- 
tricts were passed. A relapse from previous school in- 
terest had then taken place. It was universally admitted 
among educational men, that since the discontinuance of 
the of&ce of Superintendent a diminution of interest in 
the Common School cause was apparent. The friends 
of popular education prepared then for a reawakening. 
The Western College of Teachers held its last meeting 
in 1845. There was no State Educational Convention 
in 1844, and the interest manifested in teachers' asso- 
ciations was less than it had been since 1838. 

In 1845, Samuel Galloway was Secretary of State. 
He had an active interest in Common Schools, and with 
the friends of education throughput the State held lively 
correspondence. He endeavored to arouse directors and 
other school officers. He visited towns and villages, 
advocated the cause of education, and from his office 
sent out a large number of circulars, appealing for prac- 
tical attention to school aifairs, and soliciting informa- 
tion. The result of this praiseworthy effort was, that to 
the Forty-Third Legislature Mr. Galloway was enabled to 
present a fuller and abler report than had been presented 
since Mr. Lewis's resignation. 

Against the delinquency of school officers Mr. Gallo^ 
way earnestly declaimed, but he saw in Cincinnati, Cleve- 



*In 1840 it liad been provided that ohildren between four and twenty- 
one should be enumerated, instead of between four and twenty. 

23 
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land and other important points, auspicions omens that, 
under the kind influence of philanthropy and enlight- 
ened public spirit, through teachers' associations, and 
by virtue of more general interest on the part of school 
officers, the cause of Common Schools would surely ad- 
vance. Mr. Galloway, during his term of office, made 
six reports to the Legislature. Each one is a tiiorougk 
examination of the condition of schools, accompanied 
with eloquent appeals and carefully considered sugges- 
tions. He was an earnest advocate of teachers' insti- 
tutes, of School libraries, of county superintendents, 
independent of the office of Auditor, and of liberal legis- 
lation for the encouragement and reward of school teach- 
ers and officers. 

The year 1846 may be remembered as the fourth epoch 
in the history of the Common School movement in Ohio. 
We consider 1821 the first, 1825 the second, and 1838 
the third. In September, 1845, the first teachers' insti- 
tute ever held in Ohio was conducted at Sandusky, in 
Erie county. It was, however, the result of local intelli- 
gence and enterprise, and, though a second institute 
was held the same year at Chardon, in Geauga county, 
no general interest was awakened in these schools for 
teachers till the summer of 1846. In July of that year 
A. D. Lord, then Principal of a teachers' seminary, re- 
cently opened at Willoughby, Lake county, began the 
publication of a monthly periodical, which he called 
"The Ohio School Journal.'* Ohio had been without a 
Common School periodical for about six years, and 
educational men were much interested in the School Jour- 
rial, It advocated teachers' institutes, and, in 1846, nine 
were held. The interest growing out of increased educa- 
tional efforts encouraged the Legislature of 1847-8 to 
pass a law authorizing School libraries. The same year, 
in answer to various petitions, twenty-four counties were 



SAMUEL LEWIS. 267 

authorized to elect county superintendents, while eleven 
were empowered to employ all their funds over ^ve per 
cent., arising from the surplus revenue, for the support 
of teachers' institutes and for libraries or to employ a 
superintendent. But, to co'mpensate for this liberality, 
the Legislature reduced the county tax to two -fifths of a 
mill. The year succeeding, this " amendment " was 
repealed, and one mill was authorized. Meantime the 
friends of education were active. Teachers' classes 
were opened in several seminaries and academies, and 
earnest appeals were published for a State Common 
School Society. 

Thirteen institutes were held in 1847. At three of 
them, committees were appointed to call a convention for 
the purpose of organizing a State Teachers' Association. 
A convention was called at Akron, Summit county, which 
met on the 31st of December, 1847. The attendance was 
respectable and the interest decided. Samuel Galloway 
was chosen President. An Executive Committee was 
happily chosen, whose intelligent labors constituted an 
auspicious commencement for the good work which the 
State Teachers' Association, still holding regularly its 
annual and semi-annual meetings, has accomplished. 

Under the auspices of the Committee arrangements were 
made for teachers' institutes, with increased advantages, 
and two Normal classes were held, with lectures on his- 
tory, geology, elocution, and other important branches 
of instruction. 

In February, 1847, in answer to petitions, a special act 
was passed by the Legislature, affording Akron a Board 
of Education, consisting of six Directors, with power to 
organize six primary and one High or Grammar School. 

In 1848, this law was extended to other incorporated 
towns, and the law for the encouragement of institutes, 
of libraries, and providing for County Superintendents, 
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was extended to the wliole State. But few availed them- 
selves of its privileges. The liberality toward Union 
Schools was, however, acceptable. There was seen to be 
economy and usefulness in consolidation, and as rapidly as 
enterprising towns could prepare for them, they have 
been adopted. The first act authorizing School Districts 
for colored children was passed in 1848. The legislation 
for the benefit of German children was then satisfactory. 
The first school provisions made no distinctions on ac- 
count of color. Immediately difficulties arose. Then 
the laws were declared to be for the benefit of white 
youth only. The colored people were not relieved from 
taxation, however, and they remonstrated. Their remon- 
strances were heard, and their property was relieved, but 
they had no Common Schools. The legislation -ef 1848 
was designed to afford them free^ schools under certain 
conditions, but was unsatisfiwstory, and the following year 
the act was repealed, by one which authorized colored 
citizens to create school boards, tax the property of their 
district, and receive their portion of the general School 
fund. In 1849 was the first demand for an enumeration 
of the colored school children of Ohio. In that year 
(1849) there was other liberal legislation. The county 
commissioners, if petitioned in the counties named in the 
original act, in behalf of teachers* institutes, were em- 
powered to raise by taxation and appropriate $100 for 
the support of institutes, if teachers in the county would 
contribute for the same purpose one-half that amount. 
Increased advantages were also conferred upon public 
schools in towns and cities, and the standard of educa- 
tion was raised by requiring School Directors to provide 
for instruction in English grammar and geography. Let 
us remember that it was in 1849 that grammar and 
geography were first considered a necessary part of Com*- 
mon School education by an Ohio Legislature. But we 
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must also remember, that those branches were not reqnired 
to be taught unless three or more householders in a 
district petitioned for them in writing. 

In 1849 and 1850, the need of a State Normal School, 
of a revision of the School Laws, of School libraries, 
of a School Superintendent, were earnestly pressed in 
educational and other papers, by resolutions in teachers' 
associations and institutes, and through petition to the 
Legislature. These efforts the General Assembly re- 
warded by extending the privilege of Union Schools to 
incorporated townships, giving them a Board of Educa- 
tion, authorizing such boards in towns, cities, or town- 
ships, to exclude from the schools children under six years 
of age, changing the time for school district meetings from 
September to April, and forbidding school districts to be 
formed out of parts of two counties, or two townships. 

In 1849, the State Teachers' Association adopted a 
series of resolutions, recommending a State Board of 
Commissioners of Public Instruction. These resolutions 
contemplated a Board of five Commissioners, and four 
District Superintendents, serving in turn one year at the 
head of the Board — the State Superintendent to be the 
editor of an educational journal, which was to be sup- 
ported by a fund arising from a fee of one dollar, to be 
paid by every teacher at an annual examination — ^which 
fund was also to pay the salaries of the Superintendents, 
$1,000 each per annum. 

These resolutions were circulated at Teachers' Associa- 
tions, and discussed throughout the State. An earnest 
effort was made to press the demand for a Board of 
Public Instruction upon the 48th General Assembly. 
A Bill embracing the main features of the resolutions 
was introduced on the 18th of February, and after pro- 
tracted discussion in both Houses, on the 22d of Marchj 
1850, became a law. For reasons which remain unex- 
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plained, no appointments were made under the act, and 
consequently it was inoperative. It was much talked 
about, and we believe met the approval of a large major- 
ity of the experienced educators of the State. 

In his Report for 1850, the Secretary of State, H. W. 
King, briefly reviewed the School Laws, and insisted 
upon a general law which would secure thorough State 
and local supervision, promote the formation of Union 
Schools, induce the collection of School libraries, ele- 
vate the character and qualifications of teachers, and 
moderately increase the School fund. 

The following tabular stateinent presents a fair view 
of the increase of schools and school-houses : 
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It was earnestly hoped that the Legislature for 1850-1 
would respond handsomely to the petitions and memo- 
rials which were prepared in different parts of the State ; 
but steps had been taken for the holding of a Convention 
to form a new Constitution, and those who believed that 
a new Constitution would be adopted, could entertain no 
very firm trust that the school system would undergo 
thorough revision till the character of that instrument 
was decided. 

The teachers of the State were determined, however, 
that, in view of the peculiar circumstances surrounding 
the educational cause, there should be a general revival 
of popular interest. At the annua] meeting of the State 
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Association in December, 1850, Loiin Andrews was ap- 
pointed Chairman of the Executive Committee. He was 
then Principal of the High School of Massilon, Stark 
connty. He resigned his situation, and canvassed the 
State as Agent of the State Teachers* Association. He 
was sustained by voluntary contributions from teachers. 
Forty- one institutes were held during the year, and Mr. 
Andrews delivered nearly two hundred addresses upon 
Common Schools, their value and their needs, urging 
especially the formation of Union Schools in towns and 
cities. 

In his Annual Report, Mr. Secretary King spoke hand- 
somely of Mr. Andrews's labor, and the Teachers' Asso- 
ciation indorsed them, resolving to keep him in the field 
another year. The Teachers' Association carried into 
practical effect the main features of the resolutions, which 
the Legislature had taken for the basis of an act left in- 
operative ; but it did not cease to represent that the edu- 
cational interests of the State demanded an enlarged 
school system, with a State Normal School, a State Su- 
perintendent, and School libraries. It secured the Super- 
intendent and the libraries, but was not granted legisla- 
tive support for a Normal School ; yet in 1855, through 
the generosity and public spirit of Cyrus Neely, of Hope- 
dale, Harrison county, who donated land and buildings 
on condition that the teachers of the State would raise 
<H0,000, it has succeeded in setting a practical example, 
which, as did the Superintendentship, must sooner or later 
receive legislative indorsement, either in valuable privi- 
leges or handsome endowment. 

The Constitutional Convention met in May, 1850. 
The instrument adopted by that body and accepted by 
the people, secures the permanence of the School trust 
fund, and requires, by taxation or otherwise, such an- 
nual additional income as w^ill secure a thorough and 
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sjBtem of Common SobooU in all parts of ihe 



8Ute. 

The General Assembly of 1850-1 required County 
Commissioners to levy a tax of one mill, and increased 
the Common School fund to 9300,000. The first Gen- 
eral Assembly nnder the new Constitution met in Janu- 
ary, 1852. On the 14th of March, 1853, the School 
Law now in force was passed. This law is mainly a 
revision of laws previonsly in force, and its basis is the 
act of 1838. The most important provisions may be 
stated as follows : 

** 1. A State school tax was substituted for the county 
tax, the amount of the assessment being a point of detail 
not necessary to be considered in -these pages. 

"2, A township Board of Education, consisting of a 
representative from each district (or sub-district, in the 
language of the act,) succeed to the power, previously 
vested in the township trustees, of making or altering 
districts, and are intrusted with the general administra- 
tion of schools in the township, the assessment of the 
taxes requisite for the construction and repair of school- 
houses, the selecHon of their sites, the title, care and pres- 
ervation of all school property, and kindred duties not 
inconsistent with those enjoined upon the local directors 
in each sub-district. 

" 3. ' Free education to all the youth of the State,' and 
the abolition of rate bills. 

" 4. A fund of one-tenth of a mill^early 'for the pur- 
pose of furnishing School libraries and apparatus to all 
the Common Schools in the State.' 

" 5. The supervision of the system by a State Com- 
missioner of Common Schools. 

"There are other features of the law, such as the 
delegation to the Township Treasurer of the duties for- 
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merly imposed on District Treasurers — tlie organization 
of towns and villages as special districts, in pursuance 
of the policy of the Akron School Law, and other sim- 
ilar acts — the election of local directors, one each year, 
to serve three years, instead of displacing the entire body 
annually, etc., which we need not now consider. The 
plans and means for securing a thorough and efficient 
system of Common Schools in Ohio may now be re- 
garded as well settled. Among these are the following, 
to wit : 

''1. Good school-houses, eligible sites and ample play- 
grounds. 

*' 2. Properly qualified teachers. 

"3. Great care and thoroughness in the examination 
of teachers. 

"4. The active and zealous co-operation of parents 
and school-officers. 

" 5. Large and permanent school districts. 

"6. Teaching a few subjects at once, and teaching 
them thoroughly. 

" 7. Teachers' Institutes, Associations and Normal 
Schools. 

** 8. School libraries and apparatus. 

"9. The introduction of the graded system to the 
greatest practicable extent. 

'* 10. High Schools and High School Departments." 

It is sixteen years since Mr. Lewis reported upon and 
pleaded for an efficient school system. The plans and 
purposes by which he labored have been fully set forth. 
Whoever would realize their scope and value, in their 
full extent, must compare them with the plans and means 
we have enumerated as those in which the policy of the 
State is now declared. 

The following is a statement of the growth of schools 
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under the new Constitation, as reported by the Sdiool 
CommiBsioner : 

1SS4. 1855. 

Total emmiemtion of youth of sdiool age, 816,408 820,634 

Knmber enrolled in the achoolfl, 612,185 669,024 

Arerage daily attendance, 362,514 388^73 

Number of pupils in Orthography, 385,912 497,717 

Do do Aiithmetie, 226,289 246,898 

Do do Grammar, 61,027 84^684 

Do do Geography, 93,384 115,839 

Do do Algebra, 5,776 16,502 

Do do Geometry, 1,037 15,328 

Do do Chemistry, 1,033 14^551 

Hale teaehers in Common Schools, 9,902 10,998 

Female do do do 8,502 9,854 

Kale do High do 71 115 

Female do do do 63 81 

Wages per month of male teaehers in Common 

Schools, $23 00 $25 02 

Do do female do do 13 00 14 20 

Do do male do High 58 00 61 35 

Do do female do do 28 50 30 60 

Total amount of teachers' wages, $1,684,694 $1,775,768 

Special sohool-tax leried, 987,696 1,295,424 

Of this last item, amount leyied for prolonging 

schools seren months, 404,378 ' 409,022 

Number of Boards of Education, 1,514 1,574 

Number of sub-districts, 11,365 10,000 

New school-houses erect-ed, • 770 740 

Cost of new school-houses, $346,944 $438,602 

Arerage cost of new school-houses, 451 593 

The foregoing statistics indicate distinctly that the pres- 
ent school system is advancing in efficiency and nseful- 

ness. The total amonnt of payments into the State 
Treasury, on the 15th of Novemher, 1854, constituting 
the School trust fund, or the hulk of the "Irreducible 
Debt of Ohio," were : 

Virginia Military School Fund, $160,160 86 7 

UnitedStates « « 120,272 12 
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Western Reserve School Fund, $242,818 00 2 

Section Sixteen, 1,527,940 98 1 

Moravian, 2,873 97 

$2,044,055 «3 1 

The State receives these funds as a perpetual loan, and 
pays an annual interest of six per cent, thereon for distri- 
bution in the localities entitled to the proceeds. 

With these encouraging results before us, grateful for 
the intelligent labors of the earnest men and women of 
the past and the present, we may take pride in the fact, 
that Ohio, in the language of her first Commissioner 
under the new Constitution, H. H. Barney, recognizes in 
her organic and, legislative authority that — 

** The State, as such, has a vital interest in popular 
education ; and is bound, in her sovereign capacity, to 
look to it. All her youth have a God-given right to an 
education — to such an education, moral, and mental, as 
constitutes a perfect manhood ; and, therefore, they have 
a claim, not only upon their parents, and the State, but 
upon the entire property of the State, to furnish them 
with all the requisite facilities for attaining to such a 
degree of intellectual culture, as will enable them rightly 
to comprehend their duties and relations to God, to the 
State, and to their fellow-men." 

And now, without any intention to do injustice to that 
noble band of men by whose efforts these great results 
have been attained, we would briefly present the relation 
Samuel Lewis bears, or ought to bear, toward these same 
results : 

" The School Law enacted in 1852-3 for the great State 
of Ohio, seems to be considered by the best friends of 
education and dvil progress, as one of the greatest achieve- 
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ments of the State. It is wortliy to form an epoch in oar 
history. The men that have conceived and passed it, 
deserve the confidence of the people, and an immortality 
of fame. 

"It is proposed here to give a brief synopsis of the 
law ; enough, perhaps, to present its image ; and also 
inquire into the relation Mr. Lewis stands to it. It may 
appear that he is its father. 

** Section 1 declares that each township shall con- 
stitute a school district, with a board of directors, and 
that this district shall be divided into sub-districts, each 
with its board of directors. 

" Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, provide for the manner 
in which the officers shall be elected, qualified, etc. 

** This, which is the prominent feature, or ground work 
of the act, was urged upon the Legislature by Mr. Lewis 
when he was Superintendent of Schools, in 1838. In 
Document No. 17, of the public documents of that session, 
which is the one submitted by him, we find the following 
language : 

*' ' Great inconvenience is suffered by the irregularity in 
the form and size of the school districts.' ' The plan 
<tf forming districts from several different townships and 
counties, is greatly embarrassing to the financial depart- 
ment.' *The directors should in all cases have power to 
divide their districts into sub-districts.' (Pages 20, 21.) 

" Here is substantially the plan now adopted. 

" Section 8 prescribes the manner in which the sub- 
directors shall take enumeration of scholars, the township 
clerk having the oversight. On which subject Mr. Lewis 
said : 

** ' The township clerk, or treasurer, could do this most 
accurately ; either would save about one-half the present 
expense.' (Page 22.) 

** Sections 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17, give the town- 
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ship boards charge of school-houses, libraries, apparatus, 
etc., of High schools ; and power to regulate the govern- 
ment of all the schools, to do the duties of sub-directors 
when neglected, to assign the number of scholars to the 
primary schools, determine studies and school books of 
the several schools, and various similar matters. 

'* Mr. Lewis said in the above document : 

" * At present, these officers are too prescribed in their 
powers to make them at all responsible, or even respect- 
able ; if their powers are increased, more care will be taken 
to select proper men. They should have power to select 
the site for the school-houses,' etc. (Page 19.) 

*' Section 18. Teachers to make full and accurate. re- 
ports, etc. Mr. Lewis said : 

** * Teachers should be required to keep * * * 
an accurate record of the number of scholars,' etc. 
(Page 19.) 

" Sections 20 and 21. Central High schools may be 
established by the township boards, as circumstances may 
demand, subject to certain modifications by the "viote of 
the people. Mr. Lewis said : 

** 'It will save special legislation hereafter, to provide 
by general law for township schools or academies, in such 
townships as might desire to do so.' (Page 21.) 

" Sections 27, 28, 29 and 30. Township treasurer is 
treasurer of school funds — to give bonds — ^to settle annu- 
ally, etc. Said Mr. Lewis : 

" < No good reason is seen why the township treasurer 
shall not be made receiver of the school money for his 
township.' (Page 23.) 

'* Section 36 provides for evening schools in cities and 
villages. Mr. Lewis recommended : 

** ' In all towns and cities directors * ♦ ♦ gbould 
provide evening schools.' (Page 21.) 

" Sections 44, 45 and 46, provide), for the appointment 
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of three school examiners by the probate judges, etc, 
Mr. Lewis said : 

" * The general opinion seems to be, that the court 
should appoint a board of not more than three.' (Page 23. ) 

*' Sections 47 to 57 provide for the election and quali- 
fication of the State School Commissioner, and define his 
duties — shall visit schools, purchase libraries and appara- 
tus, require copies of all school reports, and prescribe their 
forms, distribute laws and documents, make an annual 
report to the general assembly of his labors, and the con- 
dition of schools ; his plans of management, etc. Mr. 
Lewis said : 

** * If it is intended to make his office permanent, some 
modification must be made, aind the dtUies clearly defined,^ 
' The officer should be able to spend at least one-half his 
time in visiting the difierent counties.' * Should corre- 
spond with every township, supply them with forms,' etc. 
* Should keep a statement of all School lands, funds, etc' 

*' Sections 58 to 62 provide for a tax, and regulate its 
use for the purchase of libraries. Mr. Lewis said : 

" 'This subject (of establishing libraries) can not be 
too earnestly pressed upon the early attention of the Legis- 
lature.' 

*' Section 63 provides a tax for raising a large State 
School fund. Mr. Lewis occupies nearly five large pages 
in showing, and urging, the necessity of a large and per- 
manent fund for school purposes. (Pages 27 to 32.) 

** The substance of the whole law is presented in the 
above brief epitome ; as any one may see, who will take 
the trouble to examine the act in detail. There are no 
other sections, except such as are designed to carry out 
the same system, or make some comparatively unimport- 
ant regulations concerning it. 

" Now^, one fact brought to light by the quotations thus 
given, is somewhat peculiar; which is, that the whole 
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thing, substantially, was recommended, and nrged upon 
the Legislatnre fourteen, years ago. This was done by a 
man who spent the best years of his life in rallying the 
people of Ohio to the importance of education. His 
strong practical mind, warmed by the same genial fires 
which were wont to warm up his eloquence to such a resist- 
less strength, had reached the conclusion which it took 
our wise legislators fourteen years to see, even after it had 
been so plainly pointed out before them. But let us be 
thankful that they saw it at last, and gave us a law in 
accordance therewith ; which is to remain, we trust, a 
prouder monument of our greatness, than all those that 
shall ever be erected to perpetuate the glory of our sons 
on the battle field." 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

ABOLITIONISM. 

¥E are now about to enter into a new department 
of our appointed task, and although we might well 
be permitted to pause on the last threshold, ere we en- 
deavor to follow the subject of our narrative in his anti- 
slavery career, in which field his life of labor and toil for 
the good of others found its termination, we pass at once to 
its delineation as faithfully and directly as possible. 

It were an unnecessary task for us to go back to 
the origin of antislavery sentiment and action in our 
country, and discuss its progress during a series of years 
up to the time when the subject of slavery began to be 
agitated as a political question, and men were found 
ready to join issue in the arena of political discussion in 
favor of liberty as opposed to the further extension and 
increased power of the slaveholding parties of the nation. 
They who have read carefully the history of our country, 
are well acquainted with the sentiments of those men 
who, in times of trial, and suffering, and danger, under- 
took the task of recovering our liberties from the thral- 
dom which threatened them ; and have easily seen how 
far those thoughts and purposes of our fathers differed 
from those of their sons, who, actuated by like princi- 
ples and motives, and sensible of similar dangers, and 
supported by the same noble aspirations for liberty, have 
undertaken, in these latter days, to demonstrate that 
" Freedom is National and Slavery is Sectional ;" that 
slavery is incurably an evil, socially, morally, and polit- 
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ically, and tbat the safety of onr rights, as citizens and as 
men, as well as the perpetuity of our liberties, impera- 
tively demand that we should limit the progress of this 
evil, curtail its borders, and secure our deliverance from 
-wliat may be truly denominated the " sum of all villain- 
ies," and aggregate of all curses. 

The truth that " all men are created equal " may be 
an old one. Indeed it is. But the declaration of it by 
our fathers, and by many of their descendants, is the 
broader application of a truth that, even in a narrower 
form, had emancipated England from a shameless despot- 
ism in the days of Cromwell. It is the simple, yet 
forcible and universal enunciation of the universal broth- 
erhood of man ; no isolated fragment of truth, but the 
concentration of those emanations, which had sparkled, 
from time to time, through past centuries, into the clear 
outshining of the sun of Liberty, shedding its rays widely 
abroad for the emancipation of the world. 

This great work was not accomplished when the Revo- 
lution was ended, — ^it was only commenced. And they 
who fought the battles, and directed the councils, of that 
famous struggle, bequeathed to their children the still more 
glorious work of carrying forward and completing the 
work they had so effectually commenced. We say, more 
glorious y because, with the work of the fathers, the 
physical element was largely intermingled ; but the task 
of their children was to be a moral one. Battles upon 
the opeuvfield of conflict were fought and won, whore 
drum, and trumpet, and the cannon's roar urged men 
forward to the deadly strife. But this is a field where 
love and selfishness meet in open warfare, in the pulpit, 
the press, and the political arena, and where no effort or 
defeat has yet been successful in ignoring the moral 
element that must lay at the ground of the final decision. 

^ In order fully to explain the process by which the mind 

24 
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of Mr. Lewis was convinced of the necessity of political 
action against slavery, we find it necessary to review 
some of the incidents of antislavery progress from the 
year 1836 to 1841. We will make this review as brief as 
possible, and only introduce such facts as were immedi- 
ately influential in his own case. 

In the year 1836, 'James G. Bimey, who had lately 
removed from the south, and had emancipated his slaves, 
issued the first number of the Philanthropist in Ohio. 
At this time, there was no antislavery political party in 
the field, but antislavery societies were organized in most 
of the northern States, and such papers as the one re- 
ferred to above were issued under their direction, to 
further on the mmal reform which these societies had in 
view. They claimed expressly that *' Congress had no 
more right to abolish slavery in the southern States than 
in the French West India Islands ;" but insisted that 
Congress should separate the national Government from 
the support of slavery. But most plainly of all did they 
claim *' that American citizens have the right to express 
and publish their opinions of the constitutions, laws, and 
institutions of any and every State and nation under 
heaven ;" and that they meant " never to surrender the 
liberty of speech, of the press, or of conscience — ^blessings 
they had inherited from their fathers, and which they 
intended, as far as they were able, to transmit unimpaired 
to their children." 

When the fact was announced that this sect of abo- 
litionists, "every- where spoken against," had begun to 
issue a paper in Cincinnati, it caused great excitement. 
On the 22d of January, 1836, there took place " a meet- 
ing of the citizens of Cincinnati, opposed to the course 
now pursuing by those individuals composing abolition 
and antislavery societies." This meeting resolved, (so 
great mischief had already^ in the space of three weeks, 
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been occasioned by the Pbilantbropist,) " tbat they view 
with distrust and abhorrence the course pursued by aboli- 
tion societies, which, with professions of mercy and good 
feeling on their lips, are advocating measures which are 
pregnant with injury to the political, commercial, and 
friendly relations between the States ;" and, '* that this 
meeting will exert every lawful effort to suppress the 
publication of any abolition paper in the city or neigh- 
borhood." 

Although this meeting was called and attended by the 
most respectable merchants, and professional men of the 
city, it found no sympathizer in Mr. Lewis, who, in his 
family, and in company, ridiculed the whole proceeding. 
Its object wks realized when repeated mobs paraded the 
streets, and suppressed, not exactly in a ''lawful manner,*' 
the publication of Mr. Birney's paper. The course of 
antislavery men was marked by a modesty and prudence 
that secured Mr. Lewis's respect, and admiring as he did 
the display of moral courage, won his sympathies in be- 
half of the sufferers. At this time, Mr. Lewis was a 
suppoi'ter of the Whig party, rather because it had fallen 
heir to the field, subsequently to the defeat of John 
Quincy Adams in 1828, than for any other reason. He 
had always been an ardent supporter of Mr. Adams, and 
remained faithful to the principles which had formeily 
secured his support. He never hesitated to oppose all 
spirit of misrule and mobs ; and it is but justice to say, 
that he was always opposed, not only to slavery in the 
abstract, but he was ready to favor and sympathize with 
those who were willing to carry that principle into prac- 
tice. He was not, however, at this time, what men 
called an abolitionist. His duties, too, in the department 
of education, occupied him closely for several years, and 
left him no time or opportunity for that calm and patient 
investigation which so important a subject demanded. 
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But the evils of slavery, the wrongs of the slave, and the 
minons effects of the system upon the whole country, 
were evident to his observation, and when the time came 
for him to act, he shrank not from his duty, as the 
citizens of Ohio well know. 

In the mean time, discussion was going on in political 
and religious bodies, all over the north, and severe strug- 
gles were had, although the victory seemed, at that time, 
always to be on the side of slavery. One of these dis- 
cussions took place in Cincinnati, at the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, arising from 
{he fact that two of its delegates, from New England, 
had spoken at an antislavery meeting held in the city 
during its session. Resolutions censuring their course 
were introduced into the Conference, and passed, after a 
severe and excited debate. Some of the leading men 
of the Conference were tarrying with Mr. Lewis during 
the session, and with them did he earnestly and emphat- 
ically remonstrate against such a course, denying that 
the Conference had any right -to interfere with the liberty 
of speech of its members, by any such proceedings, and 
warning them of the results that would certainly fol- 
low, in the disaffection of large numbers of the mem- 
bership. 

Mr. Lewis, it will be remembered, was a member of 
this Church, and such action excited his astonishment and 
indignation. A New Englander himself, and a personal 
friend of Orange Scott, whose firmness made him an 
especial object of attack, his attention was more directly 
drawn to. the points at issue, and he did not fail to de- 
clare his sentiments in favor of freedom^ and in opposition 
to the attempt to curb discussion. Warm and repeated 
conversations took place at his house concerning these 
debates, in all of which he bore his part in defense 
of liberty, indicating his opinions with such firmness as 
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to lose the friendship of some southern friends of long 
acquaintance. 

The zealous efforts of Mr. Bimey in favor of freedom 
soon drew down upon him the vengeance of his adver- 
saries. The first attempt was secretly made, by night, 
upon the office of the publisher; at which time the 
depredators entered the printing room, destroyed the 
form, tore the press to pieces, and disfigured and un- 
fitted for use the paper found there. Renewed mischief 
was threatened, handbills posted, threats of personal vio- 
lence uttered, and coming riots announced — and shortly 
after a mob publicly carried out what they had previously 
commenced by stealth, and in open day carried on the 
work of destruction of the Philanthropist press. 

We may not pause here to tell how, and by what 
means, the press was again set up, and renewed its labors 
in behalf of freedom. We pass from these points, for 
the time shortly came when new duties and new rela- 
tions were discussed by antislavery men, and they saw 
evidently that if they would succeed, they must become 
combatants in the political field. They had used moral 
suasion diligently and with much success ; but their efforts 
were not as permanent in their effects as they should have 
been, owing to the fact that in all elections, antislavery 
men were compelled to co-operate with one of the two 
great parties, or withhold their franchise altogether. The 
organization of a new party, based upon the principles of 
freedom, became a positive necessity, to supply the need 
the old parties left unsatisfied. Many antislavery men 
for a time opposed this new organization, though most 
of them rallied at last around the standard of the Liberty 
party. 

Mr. Lewis, though not, even in 1840, fully identified 
with the antislavery party, and having just escaped froni 
hie laborious duties as Superintendent in very feeble 
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health, adopted the view of those who remained during 
that canvass in the old parties ; and though, like many 
others, dissatisfied with the position of the candidates 
of those parties, he voted for Greneral Harrison. This 
was the last vote he ever cast for any but antislavery can- 
didates for public office. We can well remember the 
reluctance with which he continued in the support of the 
Whig party, &it&r Harrison's acknowledgment of fealty 
to the south, and his refusal to pledge himself in aid 
of the cause of freedom. 

Among those, then, who were led by the position of the 
Whig and Democratic parties on the subject of slavery, 
in 1841, to forsake those parties and turn to the new 
organization, called the Liberty party, Samuel Lewis was 
one. From this time his political position and course 
were determined. He took his ground openly, and de- 
clared his unalterable resolution never to make peace with 
slavery, but to wage against it from that time forward 
an uncompromising hostility. 

His position, at this time, was well expressed by the 
following resolution of the State Antislavery Convention 
of 1841 : — " That the object of political antislavery ac- 
tion is to abolish slavery wherever it exists under the 
exclusive jurisdiction of Congress, and to prevent its 
further extension by resisting the application of any new 
slave State for admission into the Union ; to rescue the 
Federal Government from the encroachments and control 
of the slave power, and the legislation and politics of the 
free States from its influence ; in a word, to make the 
principle of the equality of rights and the interests of free 
labor the controlling elements in the action of the General 
and our own State Governments." 

Mr. Lewis was, at this time, prevented from attendance 
upon this Convention, by his own health and that of his 
family. He had not as yet fully recovered from the pros- 
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tration resulting from the extraordinary labors of bis 
educational position, and one of tbe members of bis 
family was in a precarious condition, witb but little 
probability of surviving many months. For bis own 
sake and tbat of bis family, be bad accordingly purchased 
a farm in the immediate neighborhood of Cincinnati, and 
was making his arrangements to move upon it in the 
early spring of 1841. Hi^ sympathies were, however, 
with tbe Convention, and he heartily adopted the resolu- 
tion above quoted, as tbe exponent of bis own views, 
and agreed to tbe propriety of separate and independent 
nominations of antislavery men. 

The Black Laws of Ohio bad by this time attracted the 
attention of tbe citizens, not only by the cool atrocity 
of their character, but by the peculiar sufferings that 
attended their execution. Remonstrances against their 
continuance poured upon the Legislature so strongly, 
that we find, even as early as 1840-1, a report from the 
Judiciary Committee of tbe Senate in favor of their re- 
peal, at least in part. This bill was only defeated by a 
majority of three, and this majority was only secured by 
tbe usual appeal to the prejudices of tbe members, an 
appeal which has often availed, when every other means 
has failed, to move the minds of men against truth and 
humanity. Tbe outrages of these Laws, the martyrdom 
of Lovejoy, the persecutions of Mr. Mahan, of Ohio, the 
mobocratic spirit of the apologists for slavery, the denial 
of the right of petition in Congress, and many other like 
events, were working out their legitimate result in awaken- 
ing tbe minds and arousing the sympathies of thousands, 
who were no longer willing to bow the knee, at tbe dic- 
tation of their party leaders, to the will of slavery. 

The first time tbat we find Mr. Lewis in public, upon 
tbe subject of slavery, is in tbe Antislavery Convention 
of Hamilton County, in May, 1841, over which Con- 
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vention lie was chosen to preside. At this meeting we 
find the names of William H. Channing, Daniel Parker, 
Salmon P. Chase, Thomas Morris, Rev. J. P. Blanchard, 
and others. As this is the first time we meet Mr. Lewis 
in this position, it may be interesting to present the re- 
port, meager as it is, offered by the Philanthropist, of his 
first antislayery speech : 

"The President, (Mr. Lewis,) nrged npon the friends 
of antislavery the importance of bringing their princi- 
ples before the public mind. The opponents of abolition 
are endeavoring to create an apathy on the subject. At 
first they tried the virtue of physical force, but they soon 
found that this would not do, that persecution favored 
the cause, and if they, perchance, killed an abolitionist, 
two, five, or perhaps ten arose to fill his place. They 
are now trying the efi&cacy of tacit indifiference, or if 
their opinion should be asked upon the subject they will 
say — * O, Abolition is one of the many fanaticisms of 
the day; just let it alone, say nothing about it, and it 
will die a natural death !' 

"There are others again, sir, who are neither one thing 
or another — ^milk and water men, who are neither our 
friends or enemies. They are fearful to take a stand 
against the monster slavery. They admit the truth of the 
great principles of equal rights ; they admit that slavery 
is a sin, and they say they are * abolitionists in the ab- 
stract ;' but when you ask them, ' Why will yon not act 
with us V they reply, * 0, all things that are lawful are not 
expedient.' Now, sir, this kind of abolition will not do. 
There is no mediate ground to stand upon. 

"We must act with firmness and decision. Slavery 
has exerted an influence upon us, till it has become our 
duty to be up and doing, and we are called upon by the 
love of heaven and the love of our country to take 
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every measure of a wise nature to stop its pemicioiis 
influence — ^to blot it out from the catalogue of our na- 
tional sins. 

" We have heard a good deal said lately about a war 
with England. And what do you suppose, sir, is the 
secret of the matter? Our country has considered her 
honor and dignity insulted because the English have 
captured ships bearing our flag, which turned out to be 
slavers ! 

" Again, sir, it can be w^l establiahed that the Florida 
War, which has been a thorn in our side for the last 
six years or more, has been carried on for the interest of 
a few slaveholders in the south. I make this assertion, 
and leave it to be established by one who is better pre- 
pared to do so than I am. 

"In conclusion, let me remark, that I deem it im- 
portant that we should use an influence that will tell at 
the ballot-box. We have much legislation in the world 
for property, and but little for liberty. For one, I am 
determined to give my vote for no man who will not 
show himself decidedly favorable to the abolition of 
slavery." 

This complete identiflcation of himself with that class 

of men called abolitionists subjected Mr. Lewis to much 

remark. But such had been his life, in public and in 

private, for more than fifteen years, that no man dared 

to reproach him. Many expressed great sorrow that he 

had become identified with so unpopular a cause, and one 

which, in their opinion, must always be in the minority, 

especially when he had won such golden opinions by his 

efforts and labors in the cause of education, and when, 

by assuming that prominence which appeared to invite 

him, he could secure any official position in the State. 

The Governor's seat had been offered him by the leaders 

25 
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of a victorious party, and thousands of his friends were 
anxious that he should accept it. But with his accus- 
tomed firmness, when he had discovered a truth in dan- 
ger, he waited not to inquire ahout the number of those 
who rallied in its support, but threw himself fearlessly 
into the ranks of its defenders, willing to be cast out 
as evil, if only the truth might be preserved. The tri- 
umph of that truth was to him worth more than per- 
sonal rewards, however great ; than personal ease, how- 
ever enticing and pleasant ; than personal honor, however 
desirable and easily acquired it might be. As it had 
been with Temperance, in its days of small things ; with 
Education, when it needed all the efforts of a few devoted 
men to lead the community to recognize its claims and 
high importance ; so now it was with Antislavery. It 
was unpopular, it was the object of persecution, its advo- 
cates were sneered at as fanatics and madmen, its efforts 
were met with direct personal hostility, and those who 
were determined to advocate its claims must necessarily 
make up their minds to meet with obloquy, reproach, and 
bitter hostility. Mr. Lewis saw all these things, weighed 
them calmly, counted all the cost to himself, and then 
enlisted openly in behalf of the cause of the oppressed. 
To this cause he devoted the remainder of his days, 
never relaxing his efforts, or suffering a diminution of 
his zeal, till his physical system sank under the excess 
of labor, and he descended into an early grave. Between 
the commencement and termination of these labors, there 
intervened a space of over thirteen years, through which 
period we shall now attempt to trace his steps. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

THE LIBERTY PARTY, 1841-2. 

INDEPENDENT antislavery political action appears 
during the year 1841 to have generally gained the 
favor of antislavery men. The death of Greneral Har- 
rison, and the consequent accession of John Tyler, re- 
vealed a new condition of, things at the seat of Gov- 
ernment. The masterly exposition of the horrors and 
iniquities of the Florida War by Mr. Giddings opened 
the eyes of thousands to the method in which the pow- 
ers of the General Government had been prostituted to 
the aggrandizement of the slavery power, while the con- 
duct of the previous administration toward the unfor- 
tunate Amistad captives evidently showed that it had no 
energies to spare in behalf of humanity. 

While these furnished weapons to such a man as Mr. 
Lewis, which he might wield skillfully and eflSciently in 
behalf of freedom, there was another of equal interest. 
The demagogues of the south had for a great length of 
time been prating about southern rights and southern in- 
terests, as if the whole destiny of the. country hung upon 
their protection and security. Cotton, sugar, rice, and 
tobacco demanded the legislation of Congress, to the ex- 
clusion of the vast agricultural and commercial interests 
of the northern portion of the country. But the fact 
began to appear, that there was a vast superiority of the 
free states in population, education, and the products of 
manufactures, agriculture, and commerce ; that with an 
extent of surface much wider, a soil more fertile, a climate 
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more genial, and greater mineral wealth, tlie productions 
of tlie south were far less valuable than those of the 
north. This result was legitimately traced to the curse 
of slave labor; and northern men began to think it 
strange that northern politicians should continue to truckle 
to the slaveholder, and sacrifice the honor and the in- 
terests of their own constituents, in order to prop up the 
slave system, and secure its favor to their own party asso- 
ciations. 

Not only did such arguments as these operate upon 
his own mind, but they furnished him the foundation 
and matter of strong appeals to the integrity, the in- 
terests, and the humanity of the people of Ohio, and for 
such reasons did he urge them to assist in wresting the 
Government from the hands of those who had ears and 
eyes only for the demands of the south. 

There remains one motive to be noticed, that operated 
upon the mind of Mr. Lewis, as well as thousands of 
others. Of him it was characteristic that his position and 
action as an antislavery man should follow his prayers. 
It was his Christian principle that made him an abo- 
litionist, and if all such political motives as we have 
mentioned above had been wanting, still the moral one 
would have been sufficient. From his Bible and his 
closet he went forth to do what he believed to be his duty 
as a servant of Christ. It is of such men that reformers 
are made. It is the misfortune of such men, if we may 
be permitted thus to speak, that they are ahead of the age 
in which they live. The work of Samuel Lewis, himself 
emphatically a reformer, was to labor where few could be 
found willing to labor, to go forth in the conflict of ripht 
against might when the combatants against error were 
few. When tens of thousands came forth to the conflict, 
and victory was at hand, then he stepped aside that others 
who valued the honors of the victory might wear them. 
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To tbese honors he never once cast his eye, hut let his 
vision rest npon the spectacle of humanity, where he 
beheld the poor blessed, the sorrowful rejoicing, and 
where he heard the song of deliverance as it swelled from 
the lips of those who had been benefited by his labors, 
and for whom he had always most unselfishly striven. 
His actuating spirit was the love of God and man, and 
when God was honored and man blessed, he asked no 
more. Not all human praise, or party honors, or official 
station could satisfy him. These were not, for a single 
moment, the objects of his ambition. His large heart 
took in the whole subject and not a part. He always 
shrank from prominence, and never accepted it, save 
as the means of the accomplishment of the greater 
good. His action as an antislavery man was merely 
an illustration and farther development of his general 
characi er. 

We may turn aside here to state that, at this time, Mr. 
Lewis's religious character appears higher and broader 
than ever before. His religious communion with his 
family partook more of a sympathetic character. His 
children had arrived at years of understanding, when they 
could appreciate his affection, and God had given them tp 
his prayers, and they were members of the same Church to 
which he had been united for so long a time. His house- 
hold was thus one in which he could enjoy the inestimable 
delights of family religion. Gathered around the hearth, 
or the table, how pleasant the memory of those hours, 
when the godly man instructed his children in the way 
of faith he had trodden ! His preaching was more fer- 
vent and spiritual ; his example in his family, in his 
Church, and before the world, was well calculated to 
recommend to all the religion of his Master. One trait 
of his religious character was worthy of imitation, we 
mean his Christian urbanity. He was never morose, or 
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rigid, or stem, but the very reverse of all these. In prin- 
ciple unyielding, yet in all his conversation he was mild 
and pleasant. With a heart well fitted to enjoy all the 
comforts of social life, he possessed the happy art of in- 
terweaving them with his religious duties and privileges 
in such a manner, that he did not compromise the latter 
by the presence of the former* Such an example was 
well fitted to exercise a beneficial influence upon that class 
of men who refuse to identify themselves with Chris* 
tianity for fear of its severity. His position showed that 
the highest degree of pure social enjoyment was entirely 
consistent with a conscientious discharge of every duty — 
and through him, men learned to honor his Master, 
Christ. 

We proceed with our narrative. The antislavery men 
had declared their entire independence of the slave power, 
which had so long controlled the political parties of the 
land. And now they were ready to enter the field, both 
of national and state politics. According to previous 
notice, a National Convention assembled at New York, 
in May, 1841, which nominated its candidates for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President for the canvass of 1844. The 
friends of liberty took this step thus early that they might 
impress upon the public mind the importance of their 
principles, and their estimate of their value ; as well as to 
secure the claims of this question as a legitimate one for 
political discussion, and to accustom the friends of the 
Liberty party to the idea of distinct political action. 
The question was now fairly before the people, of free 
and slave labor, of free and slave government, in a word, 
of freedom and slavery. In the public view it was bound 
to remain. The Liberty party now asked no favor of the 
Democratic or the Whig parties, and could make no 
bargains with either. The call was now for general state 
action, that the people of each commonwealth might rally 



SAMUEL LEWIS. 295 

to the support of Bimey and Morris, as well as nommate 
state tickets for their separate support. 

In Ohio, the step was greeted with hearty support. 
The people had long groaned under the degradation of a 
proud and noble State before the whip of slavery. Our 
Supreme Court had at last regained its proper position, 
and stood by the side of old Massachusetts on the point 
that a slaveholder could not make the free State of Ohio 
a highway for the carriage of his slaves. But otherwise, 
there were but few of those in authority who dared to 
vindicate the rights of freemen, and even their efforts were 
mainly crushed by the interposition of the power and 
influence of office-holders and office-seekers of all parties. 
Thus Ohio was ready for separate action, and accordingly 
soon held her Conventions, in accordance with the ex- 
ample of other sections of the north. The spirit of 
humanity was alive, its aim higher, its vision wider, its 
sympathies more intense, its heart throbbing for the 
wrongs of men of every condition and race. Antislavery 
men did not expect to triumph at once. Many a hard- 
fought battle-iield was before them. Bidiculed at first, 
they were willing to fight on, and bide their time, sure 
of the truth of their principles, and that God was on the 
side of the right. 

At a Convention at Mt. Pleasant, it was resolved to 
sustain the nominations previously made in New York. 
This meeting was held immediately upon the adjourn- 
ment of the Antislavery Society, and it appeared that the 
great mass of those present were in favor of independent 
political action, thus evincing a great change in a few 
months in favor of this cause. Abolitionists were de- 
termined to magnify their cause, and make it honorable. 
Senator Preston's prediction to the south was veri- 
fied, that *'John Tyler's administration would be more 
southern in its tendencies than that of his predecessor 



296 BIOaRAPHY OF 

would bave been/' The two old parties began to vary 
southward more and more from the polar star of freedom, 
and to point more directly to the power of slavery, 
making it still more evident to all . sincere and earnest 
antislavery men that the only way to make their prin- 
ciples respected was to bring them out at the ballot-box. 
Politicians who valued success as the great object asked, 
what was to be gained by the organization of the Liberty 
party? 

Mr. Lewis, with many others, answered, " We gain, first 
of all, a platform, where we can stand, that is unstained 
with the curse of slavery. Upon this we can come out 
from the unclean thing, no longer sacrificing liberty to 
slavery, but separating ourselves from all connection with 
the latter. Thus shall our consciences be kept pure in 
this respect. For we shall no longer defile our con- 
sciences by acting in forced unison with parties that are 
pro-slavery, and from which neither the slave nor the free 
laborer has aught of favor to expect. 

" We gain, secondly, a position where we can advo- 
cate, consistently, the first principle of democracy, ' the 
establishment of justice.' This we find in our Constitu- 
tion to be its chief end and object. Now, we argue, that 
there is no more tremendous crime against justice than is 
slavery ; that, indeed, it includes all crimes. The depri- 
vation by force, and without consent, of a man's liberty ; 
the violent disruption of all the ties of family ; the denial 
and withholding of all parental authority and control ; 
the withholding of wages, and the consequent degrada- 
tion of free labor ; the merchandise of humanity ; these 
things are all crimes against nature and against nature's 
God. And, besides, these are not all. The promptings 
that lead men to withhold justice to the black man, will 
lead to precisely the same course with the white man. 
For slavery doth not appear to be of race biit of condi- 
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tion ; it is not of color, but of labor. To this purport 
iTv^itness the dogmas of slaveholders themselves, who say 
that 'if laborers ever obtain the political power of a 
conn try, it is in fact in a state of revolution ;'* that, 
* those who depend on their daily labor for their daily 
subsistence can never enter into political affairs ; they 
never do, never will, never can ;'f that, 'where these 
offices (of labor) are performed by members of the po- 
litical community, a dangerous element is introduced 
into the body-politic* J They say, 'Would you do a 
benefit to the horse or ox by giving him a cultivated 
understanding, a fine feeling? So far as the mere la- 
borer has the pride, the knowledge, or the aspirations 
of a freeman, he is unfitted for his station.' | Or, 
' What are the essential principles of democracy as dis- 
tinguished from republicanism ? The first consists in 
the dogma so portentous to us of the natural equality 
and inalienable right to liberty of every human being. 
* * ♦ The second consists in the doctrine of the 
divine right of majorities ; a doctrine not less false than 
slavish, and absurd than the ancient doctrine of the 
divine right of kings.' § Now, that freedom can be 
secured amid the declaration of injustice as manifest as 
this, we do not believe. And yet each party has alter- 
nately bid higher for the support of these men ; and they 
support each party as they approach the nearer to their 
standard. We think we gain when we refuse to stand 
with either, and plant ourselves upon the true ground 
of justice, the ' inalienable right of every man to life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.* It is no matter 
■ 

*Mr. Piokens, of South Carolina, in GongreBs, Januaiy 21, 1836« 
t Mr. Leigh, in Virginia Conyention, 1839. 
% Got. M'Duffie to the South Carolina Legislature, 1836. 
I Chancellor Harper, in Southern Literary Messenger, 
lib., 4th of July, 1840. 



298 BioaaAPHT of 

to us that there be few tliat listen to the cry of justice. 
She sHU speizks, thoagh the whole world be deaf to her 
voice. 'Though my vote stand alone, the vindication 
of many a right has had as small a beginning as this. 
Wilberforce attacked the slave-trade in Parliament, and 
voted alone, and was denounced as a hypocrite. Bnt 
planting himself on the rock of Truth and Justice, he 
stood unappalled by the magnitude and threatening as- 
pect of the system of injustice which he assailed. * * 
♦ ♦ Nothing is small, in an absolute sense, that in- 
volves a question of justice. Justice listens as attent- 
ively to the claim of one man for the rights that God 
has given him, as to the clamors of a thousand.'* Adopt- 
ing such sentiments as these, we stand aloof from those 
who only listen to the cry of expediency, and do not 
turn an ear for a moment to the outcry of three millions 
of sufferers, who have not even the privilege of pleading 
their rights before the world. But their tears plead, their 
anguish pleads, their sighs plead, the clanking of their 
chains pleads, and at last. Justice shall be heard. 

*' We gain, thirdly, the advantage of unity of action. 
Our influence is not dispersed abroad among different 
parties, where our votes only may go to swell the aggre- 
gate of numbers. We here bring those votes together 
from al] parties, from all sects, from all societies, and we 
can see how many we are who are to stand in this Ther- 
mopylae of Freedom. Side by side, and shield to sbield, 
we will meet the onset of the foes of liberty, or we will 
ourselves assail. Who does not know that the Cities 
of the Plain might have stood in their grandeur had 
there been found ten men who feared God ? And may 
we not find ten thousand in the length and breadth of 
our land, who are devoted to the same principles of free- 



* Mr. Slade, of Yermont, io Congress, 1840. 
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dom whicli onr fathers advocated, and by wluch they 
swore eternal hostility to all oppression ? And if there 
are so many or even less, what may they not accomplish, 
when in the cause of justice, in the panoply of truth, and 
under the guidance of the same great spirit of liberty, 
they join hand to hand, and vote to vote, against the 
power of the oppressor ? 

** "We gain, fourthly, an object worth fighting for. 
Our fathers fought not to be rid of the taxes which took 
away a few paltry shillings from their stores. It was 
Liberty that was the watchword of their struggle. And 
they turned aside from every thing else, they fixed their 
eye upon no other object, they swore by no other altar. 
So we will turn aside from questions that are fast becom- 
ing obsolete. Banks, Tariffs, all these things must wait, 
or be settled as best they can, while we cotnpass the great 
altar of Liberty, and swear by her sacred name, never to 
give over this struggle, till freedom and fi'eemen shall 
direct our Government, and slavery and her supporters 
shall be confined within their proper and constitutional 
limits. And even then, we will gird her with that which 
she so much fears, the opposition of the whole world, till 
she consents to do justly, to love mercy, and to let her 
oppressed go free." 

With such arguments as these, and others besides, 
nlany and strong, Mr. Lewis vindicated his own course 
and that of his colaborers in this cause. And with such 
nyotives and such principles, they devoted themselves to 
the cause, enlisting for life, or for the war, and firmly 
* resolved never to give over till their object was gained, 
arid truth and justice vindicated from their opposers. 

In September, 1841, the Philanthropist press was 
again destroyed by a mob, which took possession of 
the city for several days and compelled the authorities. 



800 BIOGRAPHY OF 

not very strennously resisting, to bow before tliem» while 
they held every thing in anarchy Jind confusion. An- 
other court-house meeting was held, at which it was 
" resolved, that we view with abhorrence the proceedings 
of the abolitionists in our city, and that we repudiate 
their doctrines, and believe it to be the duty of every 
good citizen by all lawfvl (1) means to discountenance 
every man who lends them his assistance." Lawyers, 
magistrates, editors, merchants, the Mayor of the city, 
and the President of the City Council, signed this reso- 
lution, which was printed in handbills and posted over 
the city, together with others which pretended to dis- 
countenance mobs, invoked the aid of the civil author- 
ities to stay the violence, and " pledged themselves to 
exertion in aid of the civil authority to arrest and place 
within reach of the law, the ntgroes who had wounded two 
white boys on Cdumbia-street/* As might have been ex- 
pected, the excitement increased after this display of au- 
thority, and this pledge "to discountenan<»."* The press 
was taken to the Ohio River, and thrown in ; the negro 
population were abused, and finally driven into a pen, 
avowedly for the purpose of protection, but really with 
the intention of disarming them. And it was said that 
a slaveholder, resident of the city, and a member of one 
of the orthodox Churches, was busied most of one day 
in vainly trying to search out a few slaves he had lost 
some days before. The city was finally quieted down, 
and the Philanthropist was published as usual. This in- 
cident brought out the following letter from Mr. Lewis : 

"Mr. Editob, — ^My age, and the relations subsisting 

between me and your city, entitle me to ro6m enough in 

I ' — > • ■ ■ . ■ ■- — . . 

* The Baltimore Convention of 1852, also pledged themselyes to "dis- 
countenance " all agitation of the subject of slayeiy. Perhaps this was 
the origin of the word ! 
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your paper for tliis communication. Various messages 
have been sent me from persons residing in your city, 
detailing what has been falsely said, during your recent 
riots, relative to my connection with that much abused 
and misrepresented people called abolitionists. I am 
not responsible to either friend or foe, in Church or 
State, for my opinions on this point, either in public or 
private; but as I am not willing to be driven into a 
false position, I take this method of correcting the 
falsehoods in circulation, that neither my friends or ene- 
mies may be misled. I am most heartily opposed to 
slavery, but so far as the southern population was con- 
cerned, white or black, did not feel it to be my duty to 
take any active part. 'Hands off' was the south^n 
watch-word, and it was my reply and rule of action. 
But the liberty of the press, the freedom of discussion, 
and the right of petition were far too valuable to be 
quietly yielded up ; and when I saw the right of petition 
violated, the liberty of the press destroyed, and the free- 
dom of discussion wholly suspended ; when I saw, or 
thought I saw, large portions of the Christian Church, 
that had been loudest in denouncing slavery, wholly si- 
lenced by southern influence ; when I saw the leaders of 
two great political parties, embracing almost all our citi- 
zens, seeking which could make the greatest sacrifice to 
the south, in order to secure southern support for their 
party; when I found the south denouncing even our 
courts of justice for their independent course ; and when 
political and ecclesiastical party policy had destroyed all 
neutral ground, and while those controlling the political 
and religious press gave countenance to the most un- 
founded slanders against abolitionism, so as to render 
it odious, and then required of every one most implicit 
obedience to whatever principle or practice their party 
avowed, on pain, in case of refusal, of being denounced 
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and hunted down as an abolitioniflt ; and when I saw 
mobs got up for the avowed purpose of hunting down 
abolitionists, and those mobs countenanced by men of 
respectability in society, and, in some cases, headed by 
those who, after being convicted of the offense, were 
received into decent company ; and when many other 
things, calculated to rouse the most stoical who had the 
least particle of patriotism, had taken place, I felt 
bound to declare my sentiments, that these things, unless 
checked, will destroy every vestige of civil and religious 
liberty. 

** I am in principle just such an abolitionist as I be- 
lieve a large majority of my fello^ir-citizens are who reside 
in the free states, not so much antislavery as some are 
who for popular purposes denounce abolition. I would 
not interfere in any way with the rights of the master 
over his slave, as secured to him by the laws and the 
Constitution. I disclaim all power or right in the free 
states or in Congress to interfere in the laws of the slave 
states. I would under no circumstances, directly or in^v- 
rectly, aid a slave in escaping from his master, nor 
would I allow any obstacle to the rightful reclamation 
of absconding slaves ; and these I understand to be the 
opinions of a great majority of those who are called abo- 
litionists. 

" While such are my principles, and such would be my 
course, I am opposed to slavery in every form, and would 
resist to the extent of my ability every effort to gain for 
it a merely temporary foothold in our noble State of 
freemen. I insist on the absolute and unconditional right 
of every person and press to discuss this as well as every 
other subject, and would go as* far to protect an aboli- 
tion press as any other from violence. Thus far as to 
what I would or would not do. A few words will tell 
you what I have done. 
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** I belong to no antislavery or abolition society, yet I 
have attended several antislavery meetings. I then de- 
clared that I presented myself to protect and counte- 
nance, so far as I conld, the liberty of speech; and as 
this is tlie only party that I think tolerates such free- 
dom, I must act here or not at all. If they were pop- 
ular as a party, I would feel justified in retiring ; but I 
will not sit quietly by, and see our great principles of 
liberty violated, when I know that, this question once 
fairly put down, the same means will be used to deprive 
us of other liberties. 

"This notice of myself would hardly appear proper, 
but for the fact that it is believed to define the position 
of nine-tenths of those called abolitionists. Now, sir, 
the press has truckled long enough to party. If you 
would restore order, and vindicate the character of your 
city, meet the question fairly. We have enough of 
senseless cry against a name ; tell us what is meant by 
abolitionism ; define it, sir, define it, and let us know 
who your Court-House Committee denounce under the 
name of abolitionists ; and state what is true, that abo- 
litionists are of all others the least to blame for riotous 
conduct, that they appeal only to the law, and are, as a 
body, examples of quiet, law-obeying citizens, too far 
superior to those who denounce them to admit a com- 
parison ; and call on the people to defend the liberties 
of discussion, the press, and petition. 

**This will do gpreat service, and your city will never 
again be insulted by an offer of military aid from a sis- 
ter state, to put down a class of people, to whose phi- 
lanthropy and patriotism we are indebted for much that 
adds to the real glory of your city and the happiness of 
her people. 

" In conclusion, let me say, that I want none of the 
false sympathy of professed friends. My position is 
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taken by choice. I would not change it ; and erelong it 
must be the position of every freeman. 

"Samuel Lkwib." 

The result of this mob was similar to that of the two 
former ones, an increased interest for the two things all 
important to freemen, personal security and personal 
liberty ; and also increased energy and renewed determ- 
ination on the part of antislavery men. As to the former, 
men began to learn over again, that the only security for 
the threatened prosperity of their city, was the suprem- 
acy of the law ; that when personal liberty and the lib- 
erty of speech were at the disposal of every lawless mob, 
easily aroused and unopposed, then would infallibly be 
displayed the prestige of ruin and decay ; that when per- 
son and property were not secure, when freedom of 
opinion was not tolerated, and this was understood to 
be the standard authority, then the fate of the city was 
sealed. And thus men found out that the mob would do 
more to stay its prosperity than all the writings and 
publications of all the abolitionists in the land. As to 
the latter, the feeble band lifted up their heads, for they 
knew that they must be strong since the oppressor 
feared them so greatly as to raise up the hajid of vio- 
lence against them. Their numbers too began to in- 
crease, and many were daily added to them of such as 
would be saved from the trammels of old-partyism, and 
who would now stand on the side of the right. Meetings 
were held frequently all over the state, distinct nomina- 
tions were made in almost every county, and very general 
notice had to be taken of this new fledgling, which even 
in its first flight, essayed so l^ty an aim. 

In the month of October, 1841, there was held in 
Cincinnati, a Western Methodist Antislavery Conven- 
tion, attended by such men as Joshua Boucher, C. W. 
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Sears^ M. Simpson, sen., M. Bnstin, B. Brandriff, N. 
Eniery, and others of similar high character and ability, 
over which Convention, Samuel Lewis was elected to 
preside as its peitnanent Chairman. This meeting, 
thongli called by the Methodists, found no place to hold 
its sessions in its own denomination, and used a Baptist 
church. Quite a change has taken place, when the body 
of a Methodist church in Cincinnati was used in the 
summer of the year 1856, for a Republican meeting, to 
advocate the claims of Fremont. Such resolutions as 
the following were adopted : 

^'JResolved, That our attachment to the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church is strong and unwavering. 

" jResolved, That we deem it manifestly improper for 
our friends to leave the Church of their choice in conse- 
quence of opposition from their pro-slavery brethren." 

Mr. Lewis, on being introduced to the Convention, 
addressed them in what was described by many present 
as a most eloquent and convincing manner. Said he : 

** We are met under peculiar circumstances. What I 
in the church of another denomination ! not in a Meth- 
odist church! I wish for the memory of Wesley this 
need not be on record. I have met you, dear brethren, 
because I believe God is with you. I know the opposi- 
tion you must meet, and I feel disposed to bear my 
share of all the persecutions you may endure. Yet this 
cause must triumph — God and heaven are on our side. 
And in this triumph I should certainly not object to 
have some humble place, and Wesley will be in the 
van. Call us iiUra, when we go ahead of Wesley, when 
we exceed him in our opposition to slavery. * ♦ ♦ * 

Some Methodists and even Methodist preachers are afraid 
^ 26 i» 
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of being called abolitionists, for fear of losing their in* 
flnence ! What should a man have influence for ? Cer- 
tainly not for himself I but for humanity. Whenever I use 
my influence merely for myself or my family, then let 
me be branded with the harshest name. But, if I have 
any influence, let it be for the good of humanity, and for 
the glory of God." 

We have quoted these remarks because they form an 
index of the moral character of the man, whose prayer, 
to his latest day, was, " If I have any influence, let it be 
used for the good of humanity, and the glory of God." 

Several of the men we have named were Methodist 
ministers, and at that time members of the Ohio Annual 
Conference. Some of them remain in that connection 
to the present time, and are still lifting up their voices 
for humanity. Others left the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, at the time of the organization of the Wes- 
leyan Church, one or two of whom, J. Boucher among 
the number, have rejoined their fellow-laborer in the place 
of rest and reward. 

The Convention demonstrated the fact that there were 
many of the Methodist Episcopal Church who were op- 
posed to slavery, and who were resolved to exercise the 
elective franchise "with a paramount and conscientious 
regard to the slave question, and to support such candi- 
dates onZy, as shall, in connection with other qualifica- 
tions for. a seat in the government of a country pro- 
fessing Christianity, decidedly pledge themselves in favor 
of a speedy and effectual legislative enactment for the ex- 
tinction of this most unchristian system." Such action, 
of course, rejoiced the hearts of antislavery men of all 
sects, and they renewed their efforts against the most un- 
christian system with a hearty good will. 

A committee, of which Mr. Lewis was chairman, wad 
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appointed for the purpose of issuing an address to Meth- 
odist abolitionists, from which we extract the following 
remarkable clause : " What shall we say, then, when 
tbey tell us that laboring, talking and praying for the poor 
slave "will injure the Church ? This is our answer, * We 
love the Church much, but we love our duty to God more. 
And ivben God commands it, how shall we cease to pity, 
and plead, and pray for the slave ? What is the Church 
good for if it loses out of it the blessed and holy principle* 
of love ? No ! We love our Church, because, among 
other things, it was founded by an abolitionist ; because 
it gave us a discipline which condemned the sin of slavery ; 
because her first preachers were mobbed and stoned, in- 
sulted and despised for pit3ring the slave, and warning his 
oppressor ; and, now, if you tell us we shall injure the 
Church by obeying God, and following in the footsteps 
of Wesley, Coke and Garrettson, and others of its holy 
founders and members, you, in effect, tell us that our 
beloved Church has fallen into hands which have changed 
her very nature, and made her a monster which nurses 
slavery at her breast ! This we do not believe ; we be- 
lieve that there is yet virtue, manhood and piety enough 
in our Church to redeem it from the curse under which it 
groans ; and when once our members get a fair chance 
to speak their minds, we shall gee who judge our breth- 
ren most justly, our opponents or we.* ** 

' We will quote from the correspondence of one of the del- 
egates to this Convention, as follows: "Mr. Lewis, an 
intelligent and influential local preacher of this city, (Cin- 
cinnati,) was chosen President. His address, on taking 
the chair, was a most able effort in behalf of right. He 
addressed the Convention a number of times, and in a 
manner that would have done honor to Daniel Webster, 
or any other man, in this or any other nation. Who, 
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that heard bia rebtikes of the press for its subserviency to 
the slave power, will ever forget the deep impressiou which 
they made ? Who that had the high privilege of listening 
to his description of the present state of things in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, will, or axn, forget the 
mingled emotions of shame and regret which it kindled 
in his bosom in behalf of this Ghnrch ? Indeed, it were 
worth a journey across the mountains to hear that man 
plead t^e cause of justice and humanity. He possesses a 
mind of more than ordinaiy power, and talents which have 
already distinguished him as one of the most able and 
useful citizens of the West. He is deeply pious, about 
forty years of age, and, could circumstances permit of his 
traveling and pleading the cause of the slave, I have no 
doubt he would acquire a degree of popularity which it 
has hitherto fallen to the lot of few to enjoy." 

The organization of a State Liberty party dates from a 
Convention held at Columbus, on the 29th of December^ 
1^1, and called by S. P. Chase, S. Lewis, T. Morris, J. 
Jolliffe, and W. Keys. That the great majority of anti- 
slavery men of the State were now ready for separate 
political action could no longer be doubted ; and they 
were now determined to move forward, quietly and calmly 
though it might be, to make the cause of Liberty triumph- 
ant at the ballot-box. There. was to be a party formed 
for the advancement of free labor interests, and for the 
overthrow of pro-slavery supremacy. The banner of Con- 
stitutional Liberty was now at last to be again unfurled 
to the breeze, under which the freemeiii of Ohio might rally 
for God and the Bight. 

Mr. Lewis was unanimously chosen to preside over this 
Convention. It is worthy of remark that this first Con- 
vention was, by his suggestion, opened with prayer. 

It would be gratifying to insert the Address of this 
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Oonvention to the people of Ohio, which was written hy 
Hon. S. P. Chase, now Governor of the State. But, as 
a matter of reference, we venture to insert a portion of the 
Platform they adopted as the exponent of their prinmples. 

'^1. JResolved, That the experience of fifty-three years 
furnishes ahundant evidence that the political power of 
the Government of the United Btates has been constantly 
exerted to enlarge the borders, increase the influence, and 
protect the interests of slave labor and slaveholders, while 
the interests of free labor have been more and more neg- 
lected and disregarded, and the rights of the free laborer 
have been more and more endangered and impaired. 

"2, That the admission of the products of slave labor 
to nearly all foreign markets upon favorable terms, and 
the exclusion, or admission on such terms as almost 
amount to the exclusion of the products of free labor 
from the same markets, are the results of partiality in 
our negotiations abroad ; and the favor shown in Con- 
gress to all propositions beneficial to slavery, while lib- 
erty of speech, and the right of petition, necessary to the 
existence of liberty, are denied, is the result of the same 
partiality in legislation at home. 

'* 8. That experience has clearly shown that the institu* 
tion of slavery, which establishes within a State a larger 
amount of non-laboring population than the laborers can 
possibly support in the habits of extravagance which it 
generates, always impoverishes the State in which it 
exists ; and thus creates a demand for the agricultural, 
mechanical, and manufactured products, and for the money 
and merchandise, of the free States, far beyond the means 
of repa3rment, and a drain upon their resources so inordi^ 
nate as to operate as a serious check upon their prosperity. 

'* 4. That our fathers ordained the Constitution of the 
United Btates to establish justice, promote the general 
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welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty ; but tbe pow- 
ers which it confers have been nsed to promote injustice, 
endanger the general welfare, and to perpetuate the evils 
of slavery. It is the duty of the people to see that the 
Constitution fulfills the ends for which it was established. 

" 5. That the exclusion of slavery from the Northwest- 
em Territory by Congress in 1787, and the history of that 
period, clearly show that it was the settled purpose of the 
Government, not to extend or nationalize, but to limit 
and localize, slavery; and to this policy, which should 
never have been departed from, the Government ought 
immediately to return. 

'' 6. That the patronage and support, hitherto extended 
to slavery by the General Government, ought to be with- 
drawn, and wherever the General Government possesses 
constitutional jurisdiction, slavery ought to cease. 

" 7. That we expressly disclaim, in behalf of the General 
Government, all right to interfere with slavery in the 
States where it exists ; but we shall ever insist that the 
General Govemlnent may and ought to interfere with 
slavery in the District of Columbia, in Florida, and on 
the seas. 

*' 8. That the freedom of speech and of the press, and 
the right of petition, and the right of trial by jury, are 
sacred and inviolable ; and that all rules, regulations and 
laws, in derogation of either, are oppressive, unconstitu- 
tional, and not to be endured by a free people. * * * 

"11. That all laws, in our own State, calculated to 
administer to the support of slavery, beyond the require- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States, and all 
laws founded on partial and oppressive principles, ought 
to be repealed.*' 

We have quoted thus largely, because we believe that 
upon these principles, in the main, Mr. Lewis stood in 
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every conflict, waged by antislavery men from that time. 

We believe that he so far modified his views npon the 

eleventh resolution as to consider that there was nothing 

whatever, in the Constitution of the United States, that 

required of a single State, or a single citizen in any of 

the States, to do one thing for the support of slavery, that 

there was an utter absence of such requirement, and that 

all such requisitions were voluntary, disgraceful, and 

beyond the letter or spirit of that Constitution. The 

resolutions, with others omitted, were written mainly, we 

believe, by Mr. Chase. They are important as furnishing 

a general survey of the ground upon which stood the first 

old Liberty party of the State of Ohio. Our readers may 

compare them with the present position of the Bepublican 

party, see where the latter differs, and where it excels, if 

at all. The great object of their efforts was set forth to 

be, "the absolute and unqualified divorce of the Goveru- 

ment from slavery," the vindication of the rights secured 

by the Constitution, and the wiping from off our- statute 

books, the oppressive Black Laws, which disgraced tho 

State, and degraded the colored population without any 

benefit to any class whatever. Hon. Leicester King wag 

nominated for Governor, by the unanimous vote of the 

Convention. 

The nomination being made, antislavery men saw the 
necessity of working, and to work they went. The gag 
law was renewed at this session of Congress, but the 
friends of freedom, '* the old men eloquent," of Massa- 
chusetts and Ohio, succeeded in securing the reference of 
sundry petitions that did not come under the famous 
twenty-first, rule. 

Mr. Lewis was, of course, attacked by such presses as 
the Republican of Cincinnati. The attack of this press 
was characteristic of the sheet, and drew from " Justice,'* 
the following reply : 
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"To THB Editor of the Republican, — Sir: In your 
paper of Thursday last, yon published an article speaking- 
in no measured terms of reproach of Samuel Lewis. A 
sense of justice to that gentleman induces me to submit 
a remark or two in answer to that article. You charge 
Mr. Lewis as a disappointed politician. Where are the 
facts to substantiate the charge? 

'< Mr. Lewis was Superintendent of Common Schools 
in this State. The ability and fidelity with which he 
discharged that office — second to none in the State in 
importance and responsibility — attracted general com- 
mendation from the intelligent of all parties. He re- 
signed this office, because his health became inadequate to 
such a performance of its duties as would satisfy his sense 
of obligation to the State. Is there any thing in these 
facts to warrant the epithet of * disappointed politician V 

** After Mr. Lewis resigned the office of School Super- 
intendent, a number of gentlemen, who had observed his 
course in it, were anxious that his name should be pi'e- 
sented as the candidate for the officer of Governor. To 
all solicitations of this nature he opposed a steadfast 
denial. Does this conduct mark him as an ' aspiring or 
disappointed politician V 

** After the election, last fall, many were desirous that 
Mr. Lewis should be Secretary of State. The duties of 
Superintendent of Common Schools had been devolved 
by law on that office, and this was, perhaps, a leading 
reason why many friends of general education were anx- 
ious that Mr. Lewis should take the office. He, however, 
refused to allow his name to be presented as a candidate. 
Was this the course of an 'aspiring or disappointed 
politician V * * * * 

''The truth is that Mr. Lewis is not a politician. He 
devotes his main attention to the business of his farm. 
He spares much time however for the cause of constita-* 
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» 
tional liberty. Bat he is not a candidate for any office, 

nor does lie desire to be/' 

A reference to snch an attack as this upon Mr. Lewis, 
gives OS an opportunity to say, once for all, that long 
and ardent as were his straggles in anpopolar causes, 
and bitter hostility as he encountered among various 
classes of men, no man, in any station of society, as 
editor, lawyer, politician or aught else, ever attacked his 
personal character or reputation, who himself had the 
least particle of either to lose. Mr. Lewis, as he was 
sans peur, so also was he sans reproehe, beyond the reach 
of the ordinary weapons of hostility. 

The Liberty votes given in the fall election of 1841 
amounted to about twenty-five thousand, quite a gain over 
the seven thousand of the year before, as given for Mr. 
Bimey. This result greatly encouraged antislavery men. 
Those of Ohio, who had heard the address of Mr. Lewis 
at the Conyention at Columbus, did not soon forget with 
what earnestness, and by what strong motives, he urged 
them to perseverance in the cause of Liberty. 

During the sitting of that Convention, near its close, 
Mr. Lewis received intelligence of the sudden and alarm- 
ing illness of his father, now advanced in years. Finding 
it impossible to get away from Columbus till the meet- 
ing was over, he presided tiU they had finished their 
sessions, without allowiQg his outward manifestations to 
betray the sorrow within his heart. He left by the earliest 
conveyance possible, and reached home too late to see his 
fathw alive. He had left a message for his son, however, 
that he was dying in full hope of a better world. Father 
and son are together now. 

Soon after the adjournment of the Columbus Con- 
vention, a number of good speakers resolved to take the 

stamp, that popular position of political speakers, in 

27 
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order that they migbt expose to the people at large the 
usurpations and aggressions of slavery, its influence upon 
free labor, and the danger in the future should its power 
not be checked. They threw their character and reputa- 
tion into the cause, knowing that if they would accom- 
plish any thing in this great work, they must set them- 
selves to work like men, unweariedly, with self-denying, 
with system and with energy. God, humanity, and 
patriotism demanded it of them, and they imitated wisely 
and well the example of their fathers, who thought no 
effort or sacrifice too great to be made for Liberty. 

Mr. Lewis, being requested to attend various meetings 
in different parts of the State, would gladly have spent 
the summer of 1842 in such labors ; but necessary absence 
from the State prevented him for two or three months. 
On his return, however, he gave as much time as possible 
to these objects, feeling the great necessity for political 
action, and highly indignant at the wrongs inflicted upon 
the freemen of the north. 

'' While the present administration,'' said he in a 
letter written during the month of May, ** is pledged to 
procure the admission of Texas and the extension of the 
slave power; and the leaders of both the opposition 
parties either favor the object or dare not oppose it; 
and while the pretensions of slavery are about to in- 
volve the nation in war for its protection, it is no .time 
to be idle or silent; nor would I allow my personal 
interest or convenience to keep me from the field, so long 
as my efforts could serve in any degree to promote the 
cause of human liberty, and the prosperity of my fellow- 
citizens. Thousands of us may exhaust our influence, oi 
be crushed by the slave power, ere the day of our final 
triumph, but that day will come. As Liberty men we 
must not hesitate to sacrifice our own standing, influence 
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or interest, so that we insure the triumph of free prin- 
ciples, and the restoration of constitutional rights/' 

On the fonrth of July of this year (1842) at a Con- 
vention held at Mount Pleasant, Hamilton County, Mr. 
Lewis was nominated for the State Senate. This was 
the first regular organization of the Liherty party in this 
County. The place of the Convention was crowded, how- 
ever, and much interest was excited among those present. 
One curious feature of the day was a discussion on the 
merits of the Liberty party, and its claims to public favor, 
daring which the gentleman who took the negative of the 
question labored hard to prove that slavery was an in- 
stitution of the Bible, and that God had sanctioned it. 
Buch arguments were of course properly treated by Messrs. 
Morris and Chase who opposed his views. 

The State campaign opened at Columbus in August, 
where near one thousand persons listened to Judge King 
and Mr. Lewis. From thence they went to Bellefontaine, 
tkence to Urbana, and so on, from place to place, calling 
tlie people together, drawing their attention to the points 
under discussion, and convincing many. Mr. Lewis 
addressed the people M nearly every point, " winning for 
the cause golden opinions." "I scarcely know how," 
says one, ''to describe the effect which this noble man 
is producing." 

After continuing in his labors a few weeks with great 
ardor, his health, which had never been fully restored, 
gave way, and he was compelled to return home for a 
short respite. But he left in a few days to take up the 
line of appointments that had been marked out. From 
his letters during his absence we find him saying, '' I take 
no comfort away from home ; and indeed the older I get, 
the more I depend on home and its society for my hap- 
piness." 
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Ui^der date of August 6th, he writes, *'If my friends 
did not set a valne on mj poor services far higher than 
they deserve, I might lead a quiet life at home with those 
I love. But I can not this fall refuse to hear the re- 
proach that is cast on the friends of liherty. If God has 
given me the respect of a portion of the people, and I 
can exert an influence for their good, I ought not and 
can not refuse." 

At Sandusky he was obliged to retire from the place of 
speaking to his bed. At Elyria, however, he spoke again 
with his usual energy, but becoming exhausted, he was 
carried to his room, where, for two days, the physician 
despaired of his life. Having recovered partially from 
this attack, he attempted to speak at Akron, but was 
obliged to suspend his speech, and returned from thence 
to his home. His disinterested devotion would have 
prompted him to continue his labors, but he was com- 
pelled for some time to tarry in the quiet of his family 
before he could find his health sufficiently restored for 
even ordinary duties. 

The labors of this campaign had the effect of developing 
the subject to himself in a clearer light, and he writes, 

'* I am convinced that it is a great mistake for any anti- 
slavery man or party to seek any distinction from what 
the world calls abolitionists. Pro-slavery men will not 
draw the distinction, and while nothing is gained we 
yield half the ground, when we refuse to be ranked with 
the abolitionists. Henceforth I take the whole principle, 
and will seek to give it a practical influence, by all lawful 
and constitutional means that God has placed within 
my control . 

"I agree with Wilberforce, who, after several years 
of vain attempts to regulate slavery, gave it up, and 
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declared it could not be regulated but must be destroyed. 

I still believe that the readiest way to destroy the whole 

system, will be, by destroying its influence in the free 

States, and withdrawing the unconstitutional action of 

the deneral Government from favoring or protecting it, 

and wTiatever may be the result of the recent election, 

(of 1842,) my course will not be changed ; my vote shall 

al-ways be for men who will carry out these principles 

niider a firm belief that slavery will cease in every State, 

if tlie free States and the G^eneral Government limit their 

relations to the system of constitutional obligation. * * 

For one, I go in every lawful enterprise hereafter with 

him. that goes farthest, whether politically or morally, 

to effect the main object. 

"I have written in great pain, but I hope soon to be 
ready for effective service. In the mean time, as soon as 
tlie smoke of the recent conflict is blown off, and we find 
where we are, let us get to the field again, and prove that 
defeats do not dishearten. * * * Believing slavery 
wrong, let us make no terms with it, nor cease our efforts 
to destroy it. We have justice, God, and many thousand 
daily prayers for our success, and thus sustained, we can 
and will succeed." 

Our readers will remember that previously to this 
time the Wesleyan Church had been formed, to which 
many antislavery Methodists felt it their duty to go. 
It was currently reported at different times that Mr. 
Lewis had joined that society. But while cherishing the 
kindest feelings toward the seceders, he still deemed his 
post of duty to be in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
which had refrained from any interference with his action 
as an antislavery man. These reports were from time to 
time current up to the year previous to his death ; but he 
never felt free to withdraw his antislavery influence from 
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within the Church of his early- choice. As to how mnch 
he was able to accomplish there many thousands know. 
He met with some opposition occasionally, and even 
when his recommendation for orders as a Deacon was 
handed into the Ohio Annual Conference, the question 
was mooted as to his status on the question of slavery. 
But he was nevertheless ordained, and the' same Confer- 
ence refused to receive a preacher Who had some connec- 
tion with the system through his wife. Once in a while, 
Mr. Lewis found a- Methodist or two who would not sit 
and hear him preach, and one Methodist meeting-house 
in Hamilton County was shut against him by order of 
the trustees ; while one gray-headed local preacher, (not 
the one who officiated in the abolition mobs,) stated to 
him that he only deserved to be carried into Kentucky, 
with a coat of tar and feathers, and be given up to the 
slaveholders. But how changed now ! Every member, 
we believe, of the society which would not open their 
house, is at present a Kepublican. Most of those who 
retired from the congregations formerly, now belong to 
the same category. The Western Christian Advocate, 
which would not then publish his communications, even 
in his own defense, is now branded as an abolition 
sheet; and its editor, Br. Kingsley, conscientiously be- 
lieves it to be the duty of every minister to talk, and 
pray, and even preach against slavery. Thank God ! 
one at least of the "better days" has come ! Mr. Lewis 
lived to see many of these changes, and to rejoice that 
he did remain in the bosom of the Church he loved. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE LIBERTY PARTY, 1843-4. 

M'R. LEWIS was again at work in the spHng^and 
summer of 1843, laboring and speaking in behalf 
of the Liberty party and of the slave. A meeting was 
appointed in Gleves, one and a half miles north of 
North Bend, and care was taken to ask and receive 
consent from the elders and trustees of the Presbyterian 
cliTiTch, and notice was accordingly given. Judge Short 
and Dr. Thornton, relatives of the family of General 
Harrison, as well as J. Scott Harrison, son of General 
Harrison, and now member of Congress from that Dis- 
trict, took umbrage at the project of an antislavery meet- 
ing so near their homes, and expressed themselves in the 
strongest terms against the sitting of the Convention in 
that place. The consequence »wa8, that a violent excite- 
ment soon prevailed in the vicinity, and threats of vio- 
lence were made by vicious and irresponsible persons. 

As it was understood that these threats would not 
influence the withdrawal of the appointment, a public 
meeting was called, at which it was "resolved, that for 
the purpose of maintaining peace and good order during 
the present excited state of the community, a committee 
of seven be appointed by the Chair, whose duty it shall 
be to repair to the church on the 7th inst., and quietly 
and peaceably remonstrate with those who may present 
themselves as abolitionists, against the use of the church 
for the dissemination of the doctrines." 
The 7th being come, some fifty persons went down 
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from Gmcinnati to meet those who might assemble. Mr. 
Lewis was early on the spot from another direction. 
When he arrived there, some time before the coming of 
the city delegation, he was advised by a personal friend, 
by no means to ventnre to show himself at the church, 
as he could not do so without danger of extreme per- 
sonal violence. He replied that "the danger he spoke 
of was the very reason why he should be there, that 
when there was no difficulty and danger in proclaiming 
the principles of freedom, he would then leave the work 
to others and rest in the comforts of the family and home 
with which God had blessed him." 

As the antislavery men present came up the street 
toward the door of the church, Mr. J. Scott Harrison 
stood forward in the crowd, (and such a crowd ! — made 
up of boys and half-grown men, with a few of those who 
did not advocate the doctrines of the Washingtonians,) 
that awaited us at the door of the house, and stated 
" that he was there in behalf of a committee appointed 
by a meeting of the citizens of Miami township, to pro- 
test against that church being occupied by the Conven- 
tion ;*' giving as a reason, that '* the citizens of Miami 
township were believed to be generally opposed to the 
doctrines of the abolitionists, that not one in seven 
favored their incendiary doctrines, and they did not wish 
their peace to be disturbed by them ; and if they at- 
tempted to hold a meeting there, for the dissemination 
of these doctrines, they could not be responsible for the 
consequences. But they prayed that the proceedings 
might not end in violence." 

Mr. Lewis thep followed him in a short and earnest 
address, and with visible effect. He said '' he was there 
among others to advocate no principles, but those of the 
Gospel of Christ, and the American declaration of 
rights. He defied him to find in the crowd, six men 
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l who were opposed to ns, who conld tell what aholitionism 

was ; and, as to threats of violence, if violence were 
threatened, there were men present, who, if they were dis^ 
posed to do so, conld prevent it ; that they, and they, 
alone, ivonld be held responsible by God, and an en- 
lightened public, for any violence which might occur. 
He appealed to them, as one living in their midst, whose 
person and habits of life they well knew, and asked 
them whether it had come to this, that American citi* 
zens conld no longer peaceably assemble and present 
their . views to each other, without being met at the 
threshold, and threatened with violence, and for no 
other reason than that they were a minority , only one in 
seven /'* Mr. Harrison, who withered sensibly under his 
earnest pathos, and strong good sense, said, that if there 
were any persons present who had power to prevent med-> 
itated violence, he prayed Almighty God, that they might 
exercise that power. 

Bev. J. Blanchard, after a few moments more of con- 
versation, proposed that the people present should say, 
by dividing to the right and left, whether they would 
have the discussion or not. This he recommended as a 
peace measure, as in no ways declaring the right to pre- 
vent a minority from discussion. The people divided as 
requested, and a clear majority appeared in favor of the 
discussion, Mr. J. Scott Harrison not voting at all. The 
free discussion party, of course, embraced all the men of 
good sense, and all the ladies present, one of whom, a 
pious old resident of the place, quietly remarked, ** Ah 
well ! I heard tell of the separation of the sheep from the 
goats, but I never expected to live to see it !" 

" The left-hand multitude were indeed a most forlorn- 
looking set. Long, lank boys, crooked, and sallow, and 
thin, most of them carrying clubs, with here and there a 
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rusty musket; iheir cheeks distended with tobacco, and 
their moaihs resembling the closely-drawn ponch of an 
opossum, enameled brown with the juice of the same ; 
their rags and their rage together gave them qnite a 
nniqoe and comical appearance which folly justified the 
Scriptural allusion of the pious old lady." 

Mr. Lewis called to the chairman to stand forward, 
and see how the vote stood. Mr. J. 8cott Harrison an- 
swered from a distance, that he had done his duty, and 
could do nothing more, and made off as rapidly as he 
was able. His associates, of whom he was evidently 
ashamed, remained behind, to disturb the meeting, and 
the meeting itself being invited to another place a short 
distance off, they repaired thither and held their conven- 
tion. First, however, they sung, "How firm a founda- 
tion," etc., and then Mr. Lewis led in prayer in the open 
street. That prayer, offered as it was in the very face 
of men of blood and violence, whose clubs were ready to 
be drawn over his head, and whose brows were lowering 
with the rage that maddened them, that very prayer led 
more than half a score to truth and liberty. Even the 
hymn rang in the ears of Mr. J. Scott Harrison for 
months, according to his own confession. More than 
forty persons avowed themselves Liberty men,, with the 
venerable Judge Matson at their head. 

Through this season Mr. Lewis made a number of 
speeches, and at the Hamilton County Convention on the 
first of August, he was nominated for Congress, not of 
course with any hopes of success ; but some one had to 
be put up, while few were willing to stand under the 
opprobrium which was launched against the candidates 
of the Liberty party. 

In the month of August he visited, as was his custom 
as often as possible, the scenes of his childhood. There 
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is a passage in one of lus letters home vre can not resist 
quoting, as it will bring to the minds of many readers a 
peculiarity that marked his intercourse with strangers. 

** My disposition to avoid company," says he, " is gprow- 
ing on me, and I avoid even meeting atiy old acquaint- 
ance. X can not account for it, for my interest in the 
welfare of all around me is as great as ever. Still 
w^lien I am talking with an old acquaintance, and any 
one of liis friends comes up, I instinctively step aside to 
avoid an introduction. This manner has always marked 
me more or less, hut I now find it growing upon me, 
and ttough I choose thus to avoid company, and enjoy 
myself best alone or at home, I begin to fear too much 
indulgence in this habit. I have lately examined myself 
closely to know if, by act or desire, I have done aught 
to make me thus retire from society. My conscience 
acquits me, for I do not think there lives the man that 
I have injured. And if I have not efficiently served 
many, it is because I could not ; for all my efforts have 
been exerted to promote the true happiness of my species. 
*'I am not melancholy either, for in truth, I have 
never been more cheerful, and when alone, you know, am 
never at leisure. But this state of mind, growing as it 
is, admonishes me to stay at home ; or at least with those 
who, in all matters that interest me, sympathize with 
me. I think if I had you all here with me, I could 
go out and see with interest the many attractions of the 
place, (Philadelphia,) not because I care about them, 
but because you all would, and I could partake of your 
joys. For such comforts only was I formed.'* 

Mr. Thomas Morris having declined the nomination 
for the Yice-Presidency, a National Convention was 
called, which met at Buffalo on the 30th of August, 
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1848. Eyery firee state except New Hampsliire was rep- 
resented. Upward of one thousand delegates were in 
attendance, beside a lai^ge crowd attracted by the Con- 
vention. Leicester King, of Ohio, was chosen as the 
permanent President, and Samuel Lewis represented the 
same State in the list of Vice-Presidents. This Con- 
vention renewed the nominations of Bimey and Morris. 
In the canvass which ensued, with Mr. Clay as the 
candidate of the Whig party and Mr. Polk of the Dexa- 
ocratic party, the Liberty party were freely charged as 
men who were about to throw their votes away. This 
was expected, and the charge was met by the platform 
of the party, which charged the old parties as throwing 
away their votes so long as they cast them, whether in 
the majority or minority, for binding the slave with fet- 
ters and loading him with chains, which those parties 
always had done, in bowing down to the slaveholder's 
power. It was also met, and successfully, by the speak- 
ers of the Liberty party, who fully vindicated themselves 
in the premises, as against all save those who were bound 
fast by partisan feeling or blinded by prejudice. Per- 
haps no one was more successful in rebutting this ac- 
cusation than Mr. Lewis. And for this simple reason. 
The moral element, as has been said, entered largely into 
his politics, and he never feared to own his obligations, 
as moral, obligations. He may be remembered by many 
as he clearly and forcibly urged upon men their indi- 
vidual responsibility, both to their race, and to their 
God. The subjugation of a man's polities to his relig- 
ions conscience, might be matter of sport and reproach 
in the estimation of mere politicians, who knew no 
higher standard of obligation than party creeds, or party 
idolatry, but Mr. Lewis met this reproach and this rid- 
icule by the irresistible weapons of truth. "We are 
willing," said he, "to throw our votes away, if thus 
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you style our voting for liberty, for humanity, for our 

brother. Resolutions are not often ended in a day or 

even in a single campaign. Some of you will live to 

see the time when these principles of ours will triumph, 

or our nation will be clad in mourning over the bier of 

Liberty. We shall not throw away our votes when we 

cast them into the ballot-box, in defense of the principles 

of 'Wasb.ington, Hamilton, Jefferson, Jay, and Adams. 

We shall not throw away our votes when we, refusing to 

be led astray by party issues^ take sides in the mighty 

issue hetween freedom and slavery ; when we recognize 

humanity as of more value than tariffs, and liberty aq 

of infinitely greater importance than banks ; when we 

think the sighs of the oppressed, the tears of the for* 

saken, the miseries of the friendless slave as outweighing 

party clamor and personal strife for eminence ; when we 

think the dangers of the free laborer at the north, and 

the peril of his rights, as more worthy to attract our re- 

gardy than the outcry for candidates, or the details of 

political trickeries. For we will hear of our votes again. 

Those of us who live shall hear of them when mighty 

parties, by our own or another name, shall stand in the 

field of battle for our principles, when the north will be 

aroused to a sense of her danger, and shall rally around 

a common barrier, when the encroachments of slavery, 

and the imminent danger of freedom, shall drive every 

other question from the public mind, and the conflict 

shall openly be between the slaveholder and the free 

laborer. We shall hear of our vote once more, when we 

have all gone avray from, these, scenes of party conflicts 

and human fears and -fltrtiggle^rwhen we shall tell our 

Judge for whom we cast our ballot. And fie'sh^U make 

that vote an item in the great accouirt that we must settle 

when we are called to settle all out responsibilities in the 

great day of accounts." 
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This was not his only refutation of the charge, wldch 
was skillfully wrought by Mr. Lewis. No man could 
see more clearly the political issues of the day, and he 
could bring out both old things and new from his treas- 
ury against the power of slavery. 

The liberty vote in Hamilton County had increased 
from 147 to 544 votes ; in the State, the increase was 
from 5,423 to about 8,000 ; in the United States from 
35,000 to 52,000. 

In the fall of this year, there being a disposition to 
bring the Liberty party early into the field, and the name 
of Mr. Lewis being mentioned* he wrote the following 
letter: 

'^Qbjben TowKamF, Octobsr 27, 18i3. 

''Mapy of my friends have informed me, that it is their 
purpose, at an early day, to honor me with the nomina- 
tion as candidate for Congress for the Liberty men of 
this county, at the election of 1844. To avoid all 
embarrassment hereafter, I ask you to publish this com* 
munication ; and hope in this instance you will comply 
with my request : 

"To THE LiBBBTY MeN OF Ha])3[LT0K CoUNTY — ^FkL- 

Low-CmzENB, — ^I have twice allowed your solicitations to 
overrule my long-settled and often -avowed purpose of 
never being a candidate for office. The feebleness of our 
little band, and the extreme popular odium that has 
heretofore attached to Liberty men, seemed to call upon 
those who weie willing, to make sacrifices to expose 
themselves wherever and> whenever the friends of the 

4 

cause thpught* best. Under such impression I yielded 
my own opinion, and allowed my name to be used in 
1842 as your candidate for State Senate, ai\d in 1843 
for Congress. 
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** Times liave now changed in spite of the efforts of 
hoth. divisions of the pro-slavery party. The subject of 
liberty and justice is beginning to attract the attention 
of men liitlieTto acting with both. The great battle for 
liberty of speech has been fought, and won ; advances 
have been made toward securing the liberty of the press ; 
the moral sense of Christians has been aroused, and one 
is no longer so very odious for being a Liberty man. 

**The right of petition, to be sure, is suppressed 
openly, or when nominally recognized, it is virtually 
annulled ; and this will continue so long as either divi- 
sion of tbe pro-slavery party is in power, since the slave- 
liolding portion of either party, though greatly in the 
minority, makes acquiescence in southern demands the 
price of its adhesion. The right of petition, therefore, 
can not be tolerated by either of these parties, so long 
as their present principles control their organizations. 

'' Still in a general view of our great enterprise, and 
the success that Qod has awarded to the feeble efforts 
hitherto exerted, we have no cause for discouragement, 
but every thing to hope ; we have truth, religion, patriot- 
ism, the prayers of many thousands, who morning and 
evening besiege a throne of mercy in our behalf ; and, to 
crown all, we have God on our side, so that we may 
safely say, ' more are they that be for us than they that 
be against us.' 

*' We have now in this county many persons engaged 
in our cause, that are fully capable of filling office, and 
who, in the remaining days of moral warfare, wil> bear 
the standard of liberty aloft, as fearlessly and more ably 
than I have done. And as God has provided others so 
abundantly qualified, I feel without reproach, that I can 
positively decline being again a candidate. In doing so, 
let no friend or enemy suppose for a moment, that I am 
actuated by a doubt of the truth of our principles, or of 
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our final success, or that I shall labor less or take less 
interest in the cause. 

<^My life, with all that I have, has long been pledged 
for the welfare of my fellow-men. As a matter of inter- 
est, I can have no motive to accept a nomination ; as 
matter of taste, I greatly prefer retirement. But what 
chiefly inflnences me is the fall conviction that I can do 
more good to mankind as a private citizen, than as a 
candidate for office. I have never known what leisnre 
was, by experience, nor ever shall. I have . much on 
hand connected with the good of others ; and these are 
duties which bring neither profit or honor, but are indis- 
pensable, and so far as my efforts can prevent, shall not 
be neglected. 

''I have written an article longer than is needed sim- 
ply to decline running for office ; but I am anxious that 
friends shall not find in my course, evidence of despond- 
ency, or enemies ground of congratulation. I am, and 
ever shall be, an active Liberty man. And should the 
Liberty men disband their political organization, I will 
never, no never, vote for any man belonging to either 
of the divisions of the pro-slavery party. But we will 
not disband till we have accomplished that for which we 
organized, namely: Liberty, Justice, Equal Laws and 
Equal Bights, and with God for our patron and guide, 
we must succeed. 

"With thanks for the evidence of your kind confi- 
dence, I remain yours, in the cause of Christian liberty, 

"Sahubl Lewis." 

About this time, there were held in Cincinnati, a series 
of meetings sympathizing with Daniel O'Connell and 
the cause of Irish Eepeal. With this cause Mr. Lewis 
strongly felt, since he saw in it the cause of Liberty, and 
any such cause always found his ears open to listen to its 
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claimB for regard, and any well-fonnded claim always 
found the road to Ms heart. He spoke at some of these 
meetings, and his speeches were, as usual, characterized 
as able and eloquent. There was one thing, however, 
about O'Connell which attracted his attention and ex- 
cited bis admiration particularly. That was, that the 
Irisb patriot, often expressing his admiration for our 
country, yet, in fearless consistency with his own bum- 
ing bate of oppression in his native land, found every 
thing to despise and abhor in that system of slavery 
wbieb cursed our land. He could not be an indifferent 
spectator of despotism in other lands, who was strug- 
gling for emancipation in his own. In this Mr. Lewis 
resembled him, and found in the struggles of that noble 
man for freedom, every thing to admire, and in his per- 
severance much to emulate. It was no strange thing that 
Mr. Lewis admired O'Connell. The manly reply of the 
latter to the dough-face remonstrance of a few so-called 
democrats, against his antislavery sentiments, called up 
the fervor of love almost in the hearts of men who had 
not forgotten that *' a man's a man for a* that," and our 
brotber as well. For Mr. Lewis "longed," with him, 
" to see the day when Irishmen (Americans) all over the 
world unite in repudiating with scorn and indignation 
the execrable doctrine that man can under any circum- 
stance be the tyrant of his fellow-men." 

In February, 1844, we find a proposition in one of the 
Liberty papers for a Liberty Convention in Washington, 
of which we think Mr. Lewis was the author. We know 
at least that he had thought seriously of the matter some 
time before this, and the letter embracing the proposition 
was signed with his well-known initial *' L." From this 
time, the establishment of a press in that city which 
should publish in the national capital, the principles of 

antislavery men, was a cause dear to his heart. We 

28 
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know not if the inception of tliis idea, wlucli was after- 
ward embodied in the publication of the National Sra, 
was with Mr. Lewis; but he spoke of it at even this 
early period to some of his friends, and corresponded 
with others, and never was satisfied till the thing "was 
actually accomplished. 

The State Liberty Convention again met in February, 
1844, at Columbus, at which Leicester King was renom- 
inated for Governor. The party immediately renewed 
their efforts by public meetings, and by the press, to lay 
their principles more clearly and openly before the people 
of the State. The exertions of the friends of freedom 
produced fine effects every-where, and began to impress 
their principles upon the other parties, so that these par- 
ties were compelled to nominate men of some leanings 
to liberty, in order to prevent even greater changes than 
those which were already producing great alarm among 
them. 

The excitement which pervaded the whole country in 
regard to the annexation of Texas, is easily remembered 
by all who are at all familiar with those times. There 
could be no longer any doubt that the matter was in 
process of accomplishment in a secret and stealthy man- 
ner, which should perfect the whole, before the plan 
should be revealed. Upon the simple question of an- 
nexation, the Liberty men were pretty generally agreed. 
They were willing that the territory should belong to the 
United States, but insisted that by the Constitution of 
the country, it would be inevitable that the system of 
slavery should be abolished before it could come under 
our jurisdiction, since our Government was established 
to secure the blessings of liberty to all. If, then, Texas 
came as a Free State, they had no objection ; but they 
would 'resist its admission as a Slave State to the reiy 
last. 
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Meetings were held over almost the entire North 
against the annexation. One was held in Cincinnati, 
March 26th, attended by men of all parties, for the agi- 
tation was not confined to the Liberty party, but ex- 
tended to a greater or less degree through the others as 
well. After some discussion, the meeting adjourned to 
the 28th» to teceive the report of a committee. The 
first resolution reported reads thus : 

** JResolvedy as the solemn and settled opinion of this 
meeting, that Texas ought not to be annexed to the 
United States, for the following reasons, namely : 

** 1. Because our territory is already extensive enough 
to form, wen fully peopled, the greatest empire on 
earth ; andy therefore, any addition to it should he regarded 
€18 a burden, rather than a blessing. It could not add to our 
happiness, and rmghJt lead to our ruin, etc, * * * 

"6. Because the result of the proposed annexation 
wonld be to enlarge, to an extent now undefinable, the 
domain of slavery ; and while we claim no right to 
interfere with slavery in the states where it already ex- 
ists, we not only claim the right, but we feel it a sacred 
duty, to resist its extension to any new territory, and thus 
make it national, 

** 7. Because, in the present state of public opinion, 
the annexation, if brought about in the manner now 
proposed, must, we know, produce the most deplorable 
domestic dissensigns, and will, toe fear, resuU in civil war, 
if not in a dissolution of the Union.** 

Mr. 'Lewis expressed* his general concurrence in the 
resolutions, but must inake the motion to strike out the 
parts as italicized in the above extracts, as wishing to 
make them as unexceptionable as possible. Many woitld 
oppose Texas who would not say that a mere extension 
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of our territory was undesirable. He, for his part, would 
not say any such thing. With regard to the proposed 
amendments to the sixth and seventh reasons, the Con- 
stitution conferred upon the citizens of the free States 
power to redress in a peaceful manner whatever grievances 
might follow the annexation, and that slavery, bein^ 
already nationalized by the action of the Government, 
the reason as it stood, conveyed an erroneous impres- 
sion. 

When the discussion was brought to a further stage by 
the remarks of Judge Walker in favor of the report as 
it stood, Mr. Lewis replied in strains of much eloquence 
and power. Said he — f * In the history of the world there 
had been no frame work of Government like ours. Its 
peculiar form was especially adapted to extensive terri- 
tory, and it was impossible to set limits to this adapta- 
tion. For his part, he would not abandon one foot of 
Oregon, or refuse Texas, were there no slavery there 

and no other objection to its annexation." The loud 

« 

cheers of the meeting testified its sympathy jtvith these 
sentiments. 

On the amendment of the seventh reason, he held that : 
"If the south bullied us, it was no reason why we 
should bully them. He would not talk of civil war or 
dissolution. The Constitution conferred upon us power 
enough to redress all our grievances in peaceable modes. 
The £allot-Box was our great weapon." The audience 
again loudly applauded these sentiments. On the amend- 
ment of the sixth reason, he spoke at large, and with 
marked effect. Slavery had. been nationalized. The 
gentleman (Judge Walker, the chairman of the com- 
mittee) had himself admitted that the slave power had 
controlled the Government since its organization, — and 
yet slavery was not national I He then went into a 
rapid review of the acts of the General Government, 
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tlie admission of Lomsiana and Florida, the admission 
of sever&l other slave States, the establishment of slavery 
in tlie X)istrict of Columbia, the outrageous laws of 
thie territory of Florida, the protection given to the coast- 
"wise Bl&Te trade, its protest against the abolition of 
slavery in Cuba, its conduct in the Creole affair, etc., and 
yet slavery is not national ! 

T^lie audience were profoundly interested. The remarks 
v^ere concise, pointed, eloquent and conclusive ; appear- 
ing to carry conviction to every mind. After some 
furtlier discussion by other gentlemen the amendments 
"were carried by decisive majorities. 

Such meetings as these were common at the north 
every -where. But the President, weak-minded- and reck- 
less, assumed the responsibility, and so far as was in his 
power, did place our country in a hostile position toward 
Mexico, and determined the question of peace and war. 
His power did not quite equal his audacity, and the act 
-was not finally consummated at that time. And so it 
entered largely into the political canvass. The Liberty 
men are to this day abused by the disappointed followers 
of Mr. Clay, because they did not forsake their own can- 
didate, of whose position there could not be any doubt, 
and vote for Mr. Clay, between whom and themselves 
there was not and could not be the least shadow of sym- 
pathy. 

It does not belong to our present task to enter into a 
labored defense of the Liberty men. Yet we can freely 
say that to Mr. Lewis this struggle of 1844 of the old 
political parties, as between Mr. Clay and Mr. Polk, was 
one of no peculiar interest. The question was to him one 
of freedom, and he was not able to see in Mr. Polk any 
claims to his support, nor, indeed, did that party present 
any to antislavery men. As regarded Mr. Clay, strong 
and urgent entreaties were made to the Liberty men. 
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Tet he could not find in any reasons lield out bj tHe 
Whig party, any justification for an antislavery man in 
rallying to Ms sapport. He conld not, weigliing, as lie 
did, evdry political action by the scale of moral obligation, 
Qtep aside to insure a mere temporary advantage. Poli- 
ticians might sneer, as they did sneer, at this evidence of 
conscience, and like the ancient MacSycophant, declare 
that ''conscience was an unparliamentary term" and 
"did not belong to politics ;" for some of them had in- 
deed "been in Parliament (Congress) forty years, (or 
less) and had never heard the word before in all their 
lives.'* But Mr. Lewis knew too well the relations of 
religion and politics to be led astray. Hence he con- 
tinued steadfast at his post. Already one of the acknowl- 
edged leaders of the Liberty party of Ohio, he faithfully- 
maintained his position, speaking as often as possible, 
and using all his influence in favor of the great question 
at issue— freedom. No side issues ever could draw him 
off from this. It was his polar star, by which all his 
political relations were defined and his political motions 
governed. 

In the mean time, Mr. Lewis wai^ busily engaged in 
attending meetings, making speeches, and using every 
means to spread the influence of the Liberty party. 
Every-where he was favorably received, and the people 
now began to come out in crowds to hear him and others 
advocate these principles ; and the leaven of antislavery 
began to work in the community. A severe illness in the 
latter part of the summer detained him at home for 
several weeks. But his labors were fruitftd in securing 
many votes for freedom. He was in the habit of admin- 
istering, at the meetings he attended, what he called the 
Washington pledge, namely, " as far as my sttflrage can 
go, my influence shall not be wanting for the abolition 
of slavery." 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

KB'SPONSIBILITY FOR SLAVERY. 

TS£i reffolt of this canvass is well known to have been 
fhe election of Mr. Polk to the Piesidencj. Though 
the Xiiberty vote was not as largely increased as had been 
anticipated, the Liberty men were fully resolved to keep 
up tlieir labors. Their influence was felt, however, when 
the Congress of 1844-5 repealed the gag law, and the 
Liegislatnre of Ohio were ready to repeal at least a portion 
of the Black Laws. A proposition had been made in 
the summer of 1844 to hold a Liberty Convention in 
^Washington City. This proposition had been favorably 
received in some portions of the country. Mr. Lewis was 
one of its most zealous advocates. But when it was 
renewed in January, 1845, and the time set at the first 
of March of the same year, he opposed it, as not allowing 
a sufficiently general attendance from the various parts 
of the country. 

" If it is held," said he, ** I shall be there, though I 
know my western friends generally can not join me. If it 
is not held as now proposed, I hope an arrangement will 
be made for such a convention sometime during the next 
session of Congress. Let at least six months' notice 
be given, and then if some five hundred freemen meet 
in council for solemn deliberation^ surely the time and 
money will be well spent and much good done." 

These councils prevailed, and the matter being over- 
looked in the urgent needs of the country was finally 
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neglected. We know tliat it was a favorite idea with 
Mr. Lewis, and be frequently urged it upon* some of his 
associates, but without effect. 

It was about this time that be deemed it his duty to 
present to the Editor of the Western Christian Advocate, 
published in Cincinnati, a letter or two defending hia 
antislavery associates from the violent denunciations so 
common at that time, and also attempting to give a 
clearer idea of what this pestilent abolitionism was to 
many who were ignorant of its principles, and of the 
purposes of its advocates. The first of these reads as 
follows : 

"WHAT IS ABOUTIOmSH ? 

*'Bro. Eluott, — In your last paper, after speaking of 
Bishop Soule, you say, ' Nor can we think it duly re- 
spectful to the other bishops to over eulogize one at the 
expense of the others ; to say nothing of setting down 
three or four of them as abolitionists, when not one of 
them, from the oldest to the youngest, ever said a word 
in their lives in favor of abolition sentiments or action, 
but to a man have always stood up firmly against both.' 

" Brother Durbin, in recommending the terms of a com- 
promise, proposes that neither an abolitionist nor slave- 
holder shall be elected bishop, thus placing a slaveholder 
and an abolitionist on a moral level. Dr. Tomlinson, 
in a labored article against division, openly treats abo- 
lition as extremely odious, and to be detested by the 
divisionists and antidivisionists alike. 

'* In view of the facts that very many members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church avow themselves* abolition- 
ists, while a still greater number are called such by south- 
em men, and that the term is understood in so many 
different ways, justice demands of those who use it as 



SAHUBL LBWIS. 887 

one of reproaohy tliat tliey should agree upon some 
defLnition, as applicable to the term wlien used without 
qualification. 

'' 'Witli us a distinction is generally taken between anti- 
slavery men and abolitionists. Leading slaveholders can 
not see the difference, but insist that if slaveholding is 
-wrong it ought to be abolished, and the difference in the 
several plans of putting an end to the system have all the 
same object in view, and must end in abolition, either 
gradual or immediate, to either of which thej are equally 
opposed. 

<' I do not claim to discuss this question, or to go into 
arguments to prove the correctness of the principles or 
practice of abolitionists, though the course pursued in sev- 
eral of our papers, in favor of slaveholding and against 
alDolitionists, would, on fair principles, allow it. I shall 
briefly state what an abolitionist is, and respectfully ask 
you and your readers to decide whether he deserves the 
reproach that has been so long cast upon him by anii' 
slavery arUi-abclitiomats. 

"1. The great body of abolitionists do not ask any legal 
interference by Congress with slavery in the slave -states. 
They oppose all resort to physical force by the slaves to 
obtain their freedom, and they oppose all efforts to dissolve 
the union of the States. 

*' 2. They believe the General Government has no con- 
stitutional power to establish slavery, or in any way to 
interfere with it. Hence they maintain that all laws 
passed by Congress, or by authority of Congress, main- 
taining slavery in the District of Columbia, and in the 
Territory of Florida ; all laws 'regulating the coastwise 
slave trade, and the interstate slave trade, have no force. 
In all the above cases, no power but Congress can legislate 
on the iBubject ; and abolitionists demand, in the name of 

outraged justice and constitutional law, a repeal by Con- 

29 
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gress of all laws thns wrongfollj passed. They ask, in 
other words, that the General Government shall be totally 
divorced from slavery, and the subject left wholly with the 
slave states so far as legislation is concerned. 

** Thns much for the civil or legal aspect of the ques- 
tion ; we come now to the moral aspect. 

"They believe slaveholding to be morally wrong — a 
sin, in violation of the law of God, and of every principle 
of justice between man and man ; that American slavery 
is the very worst and most sinful system now in the world ; 
that its sinfulness does not depend upon the circumstances 
of the particular treatment of the slaves, but is inherent 
in every system that allows man to hold man as property. 
The moment that the principle of making a human being 
the chattel property of another is admitted, all the attend- 
ant aggravations of the system attach. Less than this is 
not American slavery ; beyond this it is impossible to go. 
That one slaveholder gives his slaves ten times as many 
stripes as another, or affords them less of food and cloth- 
ing, only proves him the worse man of the two, but does 
not make it less or more than slaveiy. 

** Holding these views, we believe that the people of the 
free states are morally responsible for slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia, in Florida, the coast- 
wise and interstate slave trade, and, to a great extent, 
indirectly responsible by thus affording their moral influ- 
ence in the slave states. The direct responsibility of slav- 
ery in the slave states is, of course, with themselves ; but 
we hold it our positive duty to use all our moral influence 
to induce the people, both in the free and slave states, to re- 
pent of and forsake their sins, so far as they are severally 
guilty of participating in slaveholding themselves, or pro- 
tecting or countenancing others in the practice of this sin. 

" I have thus very briefly given you an epitome of the 
doctrines and practice of abolitionists. On other matters 
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they are divided. Some are for, and others against polit- 
ical action ; some demand Church action, and some go 
for separate Church organization ; and a very few, who 
hold these doctrines against slavery, are opposed to all 
human government, and advocate disunion, with divers 
other errors ; but at least nine-tenths of all the abolition- 
ists in the Union will accord generally with these views. 
'* By these doctrines I, as an abolitionist, am willing 
to stand or fall, for time and for eternity. A large major- 
ity of the members of our beloved Church have been bom 
since I became a member, and though my name by many 
of these has been cast out as evil, on account of my abo- 
lition sentiments, I have never faltered, and, by the help 
of God, I never shall ; and, I thank Heaven, scores of 
thousands of my brethren are with me in sentiment ; and 
more than all, God is with us, and will carry His truth 
onward, till not a vestige of slavery shall be found on 
Columbia's soil. To God be all the glory, is the song of 
your brother." 

The great error of that day was in calling all abolition- 
ists, the co-laborers of W. L. Garrison. The fact was 
well understood by antislavery men generally, that Mr. 
Garrison was the opponent of all political action, and 
thus of the Liberty party ; and while they conceded all 
honesty and sincerity to that distinguished opponent of 
slavery, they found not in him a sympathizer or friend. 
The fact was that the Garrison party formed the smallest 
segment of the abolitionists ; but the opponents of the 
abolitionists either from ignorance or convenience found 
it the easiest method to confound the two, and lay the 
opprobrious character of disunionists upon all those who 
believed in such action against slavery as was demanded 
by that largest portion of the abolitionists who acted with 
the Liberty party. 
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The idea that " the people of the free states were morally 
refiponsible for slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia, and elsewhere under the national jurisdic- 
tion/' was A new one to many of the readers of the Advo- 
cate. Some contradicted, some jeered, others demanded 
the proof. Mr. Lewis accordingly penned a series of 
articles upon the subject, which were declined by the 
Advocate and published in the Philanthropist, and which 
he afterwards issued in tract form, at the request of many 
of his friends, under the title of "The Political Eesponsi- 
bHities of the People of the Free States in relation to 
American Slavery." 

From the preface of this little work we take the follow- 
ing sentences : 

*' Iiet every reader keep in mind that slavery is the crea- 
ture of law. Congress has passed laws establishiQg and 
regulating this abomination. Let Congress simply repeal 
those laws. The power to repeal laws of its own enact- 
ment, will not be denied ; and when it shall have repealed 
all its laws heretofore passed in aid of slaveholding, 
it will be time enough to dispute about doubtful ques- 
tions. 

"Let me add a few other items of slaveholding legis- 
lation. Congress, after sanctioning slavery in the Terri- 
tory of Florida, in violation of the Constitution, and of 
the tQrms under which Florida was ceded to us, finally 
admitted her as a State, with a slaveholding constitution, 
and with powers reserved to Florida, to violate the Con- 
stitution of the United States. Let this not be charged 
by one of the pro-slavery political parties against the 
other ; for there was a large Democratic majority in the 
House of Eepresentatives, and a large Whig majority in 
the Senate, when this most wicked law was passed by 
both Houses, and only nine votes were found against it 
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in tlie Senate ; so that the blame lies upon both, m near 
equally as may be. 

"Texas^ too, was admitted by the same Whig Senate, 
and tlioTigh by a less majority than Florida, yet there was 
enough to answer the slaveholder' 8 demand, as it has always 
happened, and will continue till the people teach politi- 
cians tliat there is a voice in a freeman's vote as potential 
as a slaveholder's threat. 

*' A. word on the laws of onr own State. At the last 
session, the Whigs had a majority in both Houses, and 
yet jnst one half the Whigs, and all, or nearly all the 
DeBttocrats, voted to retain the infamous Black Laws of 
OKio ; and let Christians who oppose those laws answer 
the question, Who is responsible for these things ? 

"If these questions are examined by persons open ta 

conviction, it will be found, that slaveholding, and every 

tiling connected therewith, make up the demand of the 

South, and become the southern question, and that every 

party depending in any degree upon slaveholders' support, 

mnst consent to become, either silently or actively, the 

supporters of slavery, as the lowest price demanded by 

the South for the alliance. Whatever other questions 

may divide the South, she never divides on questions 

concerning slavery." 

We do not propose to insert largely extracts from this 
pamphlet, but must refer our readers to the careful perusal 
of the following extracts, as expressing most clearly the 
grounds upon which Mr. Lewis directed his own actions. 
The discussion of right and duty with regard to the vari- 
ous questions involved have become quite common since 
that period, and renders the insertion of the arguments 
unnecessary. But the remarks that follow are always 
applicable, and upon any question that may arise involv- 
ing the exercise of a free elective franchise : 
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'* One more qnestion occurs, namely : Who is respon> 

sible for the laws of Congress ? 

" This will appear by showing how Congress is com- 
posed. Members of Congress are elected by the people 
who vote, and the voters have the right and the poiver to 
determine who shall be elected. We can not all ^o and 
express our individual opinions in Congress, because we 
are so numerous ; but the very name of a Bepresentative 
in Congress indicates his office, which is to represent us 
in Congress, or vote for us, as we would vote if present 
ourselves ; in other words, our Bepresentatives in Congress 
go there to give our votes. There may be a few high- 
toned men who repudiate the doctrine of instruction, and 
contend that we select our Representative as we select our 
doctor, namely : to prescribe to us what we shaU do. But 
however superior such men may think themselves, they 
will not at this day go before the people and ask their 
votes, denying the right of the voters to instruct, and the 
obligation of the Representative to obey. 

*' So that when we vote for our Representative we make 
ourselves responsible for all that he may do while exer- 
cising the power that we, by our votes, confer upon him, 
so far as we are apprised of his principles and views when 
we vote for him ; and if we vote for a man who is to 
represent us on important measures, involving the rights 
or duties of persons, without first knowing his principles 
and his views on such measures, we are equally guilty as 
if we knew he would misrepresent us, because a freeman's 
vote is of too much value, and involves too much respon- 
sibility to be given in a doubtful (iase, seeing we may 
acquaint ourselves on these subjects before voting. It 
follows that the voters for members of Congress are the 
persons, and the only persons, who are directly respon- 
sible for the doings of Congress ; and if the members 
of Congress vote for slavery in the District, or refuse to 
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vote to repeal the slave laws in force tliere, tlie fault lies 
at tlie door of the voters, ii^ common with their Repre- 
Bentatives. 

'* I know that men very often vote for a person, (whose 
moral character or political principles they dislike,) he- 
canse a political party has selected him, and they will 
vote for their party ; and they sometimes vote for a man 
whose principles and conduct on important points they 
condemn, hecause they think it is the way to keep out 
some man still more ohjectionahle. Such conduct as this 
m.ay do for members of political parties who deny the 
force of moral obligation in politics,' hut it can not do for 
men who admit the force of moral obligation. Let it be 
remembered, that moral principle can not be compromised, 
or yielded in the least degree. ' God will not look upon 
sin with the least degree of allowance ;' so that a member 
of a party, though but one of a million voters for a man 
or party, makes himself fully responsible for all the evil 
of that man or party, just as much as if the whole ques- 
tion depended on his individual vote. This question of 
individuality has been in a great measure lost sight of, 
but God will judge us as individuals, and not in parties, 
and each individual that has aided in doing an evil, will 
have to answer for the entire evil, on the same principle 
that where several persons are engaged in a murder or 
robbery, our law holds each person so engaged as a 
principal, and punishes him accordingly. Thus I have 
shown, that the voters are severally morally responsible 
for all that is done by Congresis. A few remarks will 
show that the voters in the free States have the power 
and the right to elect members of Congress, so as to 
secure a repeal of the laws establishing slavery in the 
District. 

** The free States elect a large majority of all the mem- 
bers, and so are able to control the House of Represent- 
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atiyes ; they have an eqnal representation in the Senate, 
and being a majority of voters, have the power and the 
right to elect a Vice-President of correct principles, and 
thus secure a casting vote in the Senate in favor of free- 
dom ; so that they have all the moral responsibility of 
all the laws that are passed, as well as of neglecting' to 
do what ought to be done. 

''If it is still said that the President would exercise 
his veto, the reply is, that you have the same power to 
select a President, who shall truly represent your prin- 
ciples, so that there i§ no escaping the responsibility tlius 
rolled on us by our fathers. 

" But one says * of what use is my vote — one of tike 
wicked men will be elected, and should I not choose 
between them ?' We answer, no. By voting for a bad 
man, who is not quite as bad as his opponent, you vote 
still for a bad man, and assume the responsibility of all 
the bad acts of the man whose only claim to your support 
is, that he is not quite as bad as he might have been ; 
it will be no excuse at God's bar that you voted for a 
man who would only cbmmit one murder, and thus 
become a party to the deed, to prevent the election of a 
man who would be worse. 

** Previous to the last election, scores of thousands 
of voters declared that they would vote the Liberty ticket 
if there was any chance of its success, but because it could 
not succeed, they would choose between evils. Now, 
if all such persons had voted that ticket it would at least 
have presented a moral force, and exerted an influence 
that would have controlled both of the pro -slavery par- 
ties ; God will not hold us responsible for the votes of 
others not under our infliience, but Be will hold us re- 
sponsible for our own votes, and the votes of all that are 
influenced by us." 
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ISHt. Lewis closes one part of his discussion thus : 

•* What say you, freemen? Have yon notMng to do 
Tvith slavery ? O how many slaves have died under the 
lasli of the master, by virtue of your laws, freemen? How 
many mothers are now weeping the separation of their 
Imsbands and children by ymir laws? How many now 
groan in hopeless bondage, galled with chains forged by 
you? O my countrymen of the free States, while you 
let loose the blood hounds of slavery, will you, Pilate- 
like, wash your hands, and say you feel no moral respon- 
sibility, that you have nothing to do with slavery ? Will 
the aged minister, brother in the same Church with me, 
persist that I spoke falsely in saying 'that the people 
of the free States Were morally guilty of slavery in the 
District, Florida,' etc. ? May God help you all to come 
to the light, though by it otir deeds may be reproved." 

The discussion of the coastwise slave trade clones thus : 

" Now, luy countrymen of the free States, do you not 
see that Congress sustains the coastwise slave trade, and 
that we of the free States are responsible therefor ? We 
hold the political power to correct the action of Con- 
gress and the Executive. 

" Many of us, a va^t majority of us, not only do not 
restrain our public authorities from this wicked course, 
but we actually give our votes for men pledged to the 
whole system of slavery; and while we insist that we 
have nothing to do with slavery, and no respoiisibility 
for its continued and aggravated cruelties. We do, in fact, 
with <mr votes and our mxyney, sustain the whole system. 
For recollect, it can only be abolished by you. No state 
cm aJbolish it. Congress only has the power, and, in my 
Iramble opinion. South Carolina herself, with all her dark 
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catalogue of sins against liberty and linmanity, is not 
more deeply involved in slavery than tlie citizens of free 
States who sustain this coastwise slave trade. If any 
man will prove to me that Congress can not rightfully 
suppress it, then I will feel that the free States are relieved 
from its gnilt, but till then, we of the free States mast 
stand before the world, convicted of authorizing and pro- 
tecting a slave trade, very far worse than the African 
trade, which we denounce piracy. 

** Let not my friends turn away offended at this charge, 
but let them examine it, and would to Heaven they would 
approach it willing to receive the truth, and to act upon 
their conviction. They would then no longer urge that 
banks and tariffs, and such mere dollar and -cent matters, 
should be the first things to receive their attention ; they 
would no longer allow slaveholders to divide them on 
mere details qf expediency, while important principles, 
that lay at the foundation of all good government, are 
entirely neglected. 

*' In closing this subject, let me entreat you not again 
to repeat your assertion, that you have nothing to do 
with slavery. Would to Heaven you woxdd resolve that, 
henceforth you wiU have rvothing to do toith slavery," 

a 

We add farther only the conclusion of a very interest- 
ing discussion of the relation indicated by the title of the 
whole : 

*' CONOLUSIOK. 

** Now, the slaveholders themselves being judges, the 
action of Congress to sustain slavery in the District of 
Columbia, to sustain it in Florida, to sustain the coast- 
wise slave trade, and the interstate slave trade are each 
indispensable to the continuance of slavery, even in 
slave States. The three first are maintained expressly by 
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the people of the free States, and for the last they are 
equally responsible, seeing they have the power to pre- 
vent it, and do not exercise the power. All these four 
positions I have proved in the course of this article; 
and if no other evidence were adduced, it would appear 
plain that the people of the free States do thus give their 
influence in favor of slavery, and thus become, to a great 
degree, responsible for the whole evil. 

" But I have gone further, and shown that the people of 
the free States have placed and continued the government 
in the liands of slaveholders, thus giving them the pref- 
erence in places of honor and profit in the executive, 
legislative, judicial, and diplomatic departments, and also 
in the army and navy, thus giving a bounty for men to 
become or remain slaveholders. 

"That these people from the free States have passed, 
and yet maintain the fugitive law, prostituting every acre 
of territory in the nation to slavery, and every judicial 
and executive officer of every state, county, town, and 
city, to the diabolical work of the slave trade, while 
heavy penalties are afi&xed to any act that protects or 
aids the oppressed. (This fugitive law has been extended 
by different acts of legislation to the federal District and 
-to Florida.) 

" That our jaUs are used by slaveholders to imprison 
innocent men and women. 

"That we have even by a solemn act of Congress 
ascertained how much of the slave's flesh and blood it 
would cost to make a hogshead of sugar. 

"That we have refused to naturalize a colored man, or 
to enroll him in our army or navy. 

" That we have made it an offense for a free colored 
man to partake of the fashionable vices and amusements 
that congressmen and public officers follow. 

"That we have exhausted millions of money, and 
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sacrifioed immense territory, to procure the sickly mo- 
rasses of Florida, merely to cut off the place of the 
slave's retreat, and then spent forty millions of dollars 
to recapture a few escaping slaves, and drive their friends 
the Indians heyond the Mississippi, that slavery might be 
more safely maintained. 

** That we have secured hy treaties with European and 
Indian nations, large sums of money to pay slaveholders 
for escaping slaves, and have negotiated to induce foreign 
nations to return escaping slaves, offering all the power of 
the nation to reciprocate the like kidnapping favor. 

*'That we have 'even paid the slaveholder heavy sums 
in lieu of the children that escaping female slaves would 
have borne if they had not escaped. 

" We have aided the slaveholders of Texas to resist 
their law, passed hy Mexico, abolishing slavery, and now 
seek to annex her to our Union, avowedly to prevent her 
own government from letting the oppressed go free. 

" We have retained slaveholders in Church fellowship, 
and indorsed them as Christians. I might greatly extend 
this catalogue of our doings in behalf of slavery, show- 
ing that we have given it our cordial support as a favored 
institution ; but I close this series of articles with a 
request that all sincere inquirers after truth and duty will 
carefully examine the points that I have presented, and 
answer to their own hearts the question. Are. not the 
people of the free States responsible for slavery in the 
District of Columbia ? in Florida ? the coastwise and 
interstate slave trade ? And are they not, by their vari- 
ous legislative and other acts, to a great extent, responsi- 
ble for slavery in the slave States ? 

"In coming to a conclusion on this subject, be it 
remembered, that each of all these slaveholding acts on 
the part of free States is declared by the slaveholders, to 
be a part of the system without which it could not stand. 
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** Xiet us, my fellow-freemen, no longer ezhaost our 

financial and moral energies in holding props under this 

accixrsed system. God send that we may rally as one 

man ixnder the standard of liberty ; take away the props 

ive liaT^e hitherto used to hold up this cruel and costly 

system, and let it meet the gaze and just execration of 

mankind. Then, indeed, will the oppressed go free, and 

tlie l>le88ings of those that were ready to perish will come 

upon us.*' 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

SOUTHERN AND WESTERN CONVENTION — 

BETWBBNISM. 

IT may be proper to notice here that it was during this 
session of Congress, 1844-5, that Mr. Hale of New 
Hampshire and Mr. Brinkerhofif of Ohio refused to stand 
by the Democratic party while it brought Texas into the 
Union as a slave State. For this offense they were treated 
alike by that party, that is they were denied its countenance 
and favor, and every effort was made to humilfate them 
and deprive them of their political position. These efforts 
were successful in some degree, but throwing themselves 
into the question of freedom before the people, they wei-e 
by that people finally vindicated and rewarded. A few 
more such men would have saved the Democratic party 
from its present position. 

In the spring of 1845, Mr. Lewis was actively engaged 
with several others, in the call for a " Southern and 
Western Antislavery Convention," to meet in Cincinnati, 
June 11, 1845. Circulars were printed, a large number 
of signatures obtained, the presence of eminent speakers 
secured, and considerable interest was awakened. In the 
spring of this year, he again removed to the city, the 
object of his residence in the country having been secured 
in the re-establishment of his own health and that of his 
family. He was now prepared to enter more heartily 
than ever into the work, and labor more earnestly for 
the advance of antislavery principles and the success of 
the Liberty party. Notwithstanding all opposition, the 
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party gre^w, and every attempt to overthrow only made 
its f oxLixdation surer and its prospects fairec. 

As a specimen of the warfare that was at this time 
carried on, we subjoin the following reply of Mr. Lewis 
to a letter published in a popular religious paper. It is 
to be noticed that the reply was offered to the same 

30\irnal and its publication refused; it was then pub- 

lislxed in the Philanthropist : 

**Mr. Editor, — ^I ask the use of your columns to pub- 
liali an article intended for the , to repel an un- 
founded charge brought by brother ftgainst the 

abolitionists of the present day. Its publication in that 
paper is refused, and we must either consent to be placed 
in the same category with slaveholders, and silently allow 
the thunders of the Church to he poured upon us as priva- 
teersTnen, or take this method of declaring the charges 
groundless, and ask a fair hearing before the Church and 
tlie world. 

" Several brethren have assured me that brother 

did not intend by his article to denounce the great bod^ 
of abolitionists who concur in the definition of abolition- 
ism given by me in the Advocate a few weeks before 

brother 's article appeared ; that he meant only what 

som.e are pleased to call the Qarrison party, and Scottites, 
the latter being a nickname for Wesley an Methodists. 

" He knows that abolition is one thing, and that the 
errors of those who hold abolition sentiments have nothing 
to do with abolitum; if he desired to denounce those 
supposed errors, he could define and then rebuke i^em. 
But this appears not to be his purpose ; it is abolition that 
he denounces, and though he may be opposed to slavery 
in the abstract, with many others, his article shows that, 
like all abstractionists, he hates abolition as bad, if not 
worse than slavery. To be certain of his purpose, I 
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addressed Itim a note, inquiring whether his denunciation 
included the class who hold the sentiment defined bj me 
in the Advocate, and he has declined answering mj note. 
If his article, quoted by me, were the sentiment of onlj 
one preacher, it might require less notice, but when the 
organ, through which it was published, refuses to allow 
the charge to be repelled, while it publishes in almost 
every number severe charges against abolitionists, we are 

bound to consider the doctrines of brother as in 

accordance with the ruling power of the Church. 

** I have no wish to do an unkind act, ox speak a word 
unkindly of any of my brethren, nor would I knowingly 
say or do that which would injuriously affect the Church 
to which we belong ; but if to be an abolitionist gives a 
brother the right to call me a boa constrictor, or jyrivateers- 
man, and pour upon me the thunders of the Church, must 

I silently submit ? I here venture to ask brother , 

if common justice does not require him, when he uses the 
term abolition in an odious sense, to tell us what is aboli- 
tion, and define the class he opposes, if his opposition be 
not general. The terms ultra, modem, fanatical, etc., 
have no fixed sense, and southern men or their friends 
make no such distinctions. It is unkind to use a term 
that nine-tenths of the people apply to all abolitionists, 
and then in private say that it only means a few. 

"If abolitionists all feel as I do, they will not thank 
their opponents for attempting to show that abolition is not 
abolitiofi, that the thousands who hold these sentiments do 

not hold the sentiments that brother and his friends 

have agreed to call abolition and denounce as such. A 
worldly policy might induce us to allow a line to be drawn, 
and to allow ourselves to be called by a name not so odious, 
but it would not be honest or Christian-like. Abolition 
expresses our sentiments as well as any term we can use ; 
it means action, or active opposition to slavery, while mere 
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antislavery expi-esses a sUerd and nameless opposkum to 
slavetyt Tont deprecates aU action to abolish it. 

*• "We do not seek to avoid the odium of abolition ; the 
sentimeiit is the same whether held by Garrison, Scott, 
CM. Clay, or any other person; and it will not answer 
much longer to get up an imaginary character calling it 
abolition, and then set to and abuse all abolitionists, on 
the ground that they hold certain doctrines which in fact 
have nothing to do with the sentiment denounced by 
that name. Honest abolitionists will not allow their 
enemies to divide them — they thai are not for us are 
against us, and they that gathet not with us seeder abroad. 
Has brother morat courage to aUow the trtie defini- 
tion of this doctrine or class as stated hy ms in the Advo- 
cate to stand, and then deliberately denounce U, where Ms 
opponents can have an equal hearing, either in private or 
ptfhlic discussion ; or will he admit that abolition as there 
defined is not objectionable? Pew men have the bold- 
ness or wickedness to denounce abolition unqualifiedly. 
It is only by dressing it in a garb prepared by her ene- 
mies that they can find even an apology for opposing 
her. 

*' If brother is opposed to any one or all the 

errors alleged against Mr. Garrison, or O. Scott, or any 
other person independent of abolition, let him say so, 
and denounce them by natne ; but as an honest man let 
him meet abolition on true abolition principle, and though 
no disputant myself, I will find hitft a man that will 
meet him where there shall be no skulking. 

'* This doctrine is too well understood by the readers 
of the Phiknthrbpist to justify me in occupying space 
for definitions, but it may not be amiss to say that abo- 
lition does not wish to dissolve either civil or ecclesias- 
tical government, but upholds both ; it does not advocate 
disunion in either Church or State; it does not claim 

30 



xay riiiht &> rioUte law or order ; it promomi no 
orier or zv^iAiih. of die peace; ia akort, it seeks ta da 
yistl-tf^, in. che peacefal exercise of Legal ami ecasticii- 
ti<'^a<u rlj-iird ia lt*zii aQ«l ':oiL?uii32ional forma. 

**Aa Ep :.**!.: pal ifedi':><i:i« we have felt rt fmr duxj 
ti) aTow aad act oil al^olldoii principles, and ^all so 
c»'>n'laiie; we believe diat we are ihxa promoting tlie 
tne interest of the Canxck and of leligioiL. We shall 
be aony if the ChTir:h shall carry ont the threat of 

brocher , and ponr iU tkiatden upom mm; hot if 

it do, it will b^t leam that such thnnders wiQ not deter 
txs, and that, to ti^ extent of our ectorts, we will stfll tij 
to save both the Chnrch and onr conntrj front the 6cm 
umiitririf/r o( slaverj, putting our tmst in God who is 
able to deliver as. 

*' And to my abolition brethren in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, allow me to saj, that thongh a iew mem- 
bers» and even some in high places, maj still pour 
their tkundert upr/n U4, let ns he assured that the great 
ma^s of our brethren in the free States are with ns in 
heart, and wish ns God-speed. Pro-shivery men in at- 
tempting to keep down abolition, are even now com- 
pelled to avow themselves antislavery in order to get a 
foothold so as to oppose the aholition of slavery. Onr 
brethren are opening their eyes, and mnst soon see that 
every sincere antislavery man mnst be in favor of abol- 
ishing slavery, of course mnst be an aboliiionigi, and the 
terms modem, fanatical, ultra, etc., can do neither good 
nor harm much longer, except to make a blot in the his- 
tory of hetvfeenites that they will erelong blush to look at. 

** Let those really opposed to slavery cipher out how 

brother can ever have his prayer answered 

against 'this horrible system of human oppression,' 
without abolishing the system, and then figure out how 
the Ohurch makes ' generous and prudent efforts against 
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slaveiy/ and still opposes its abolition with her * thunder- 
ing broadsides ;' and then, as a matter of caution, I would 

advise brother and all other betuoeenites, not to waste 

too much of their ' thunder ' upon abolitionists, lest their 
amimunition shall not hold out for the battle against slav- 
ery. Hitherto it would seem that the slaveholders single- 
handed have kept them pretty busy, and if abolitionists 
should in seK-defense be compelled to lay their gallant 
craft alongside of the Between ship, the crew of the latter 
will not make as safe an escape as did the gallant Perry ; 

for remember, brother , he did not win the battle in 

his first between position ; he found that a poor place and 
sought another craft in which he won the battle. But 

I close with the article the refused to publish. 

Let every reader examine carefully the extract from 

brother , and if he be an abolitionist gird himself 

to bear the weight of the 'thunder" now to be poured 
upon him. 

" 'I pray God that the spirit may revive all over the 
land, till not one shall be left to advocate this horrible 
system of human oppression. During the last twelve 
years, the Church has slumbered on the subject. Mod- 
em, fanatical abolitionism, in its contact with Methodism, 
acted on her as the boa constrictor, benumbing and par- 
alyzing her generous but prudent efforts against slavery ; 
but the Church is recovering her energies, and Scripturally 
and prudently steerinff between pro-slavery and abolitionism, 
like Terrj, in the memorable battle on the Lakes, the 
old ship Zion has taken her station between these priva- 
teering craft, and pours to each the thunders of her 
broadsides.' 

" Now, my brother editor and brother , I will not 

here discuss or controvert the facts or principles stated by 

brother in the above extract ; but I desire to know 

whether I have played the boa constrictor or privateersman. 
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It is time to Itaye done with beating the bnsh. I have 
for several years borne the odium and consolation of 
an abolitionist; and thongh a kind of abolition has 
become very popular just now, and a greieit effort is made 
to show a distinction between modernism, fanaticism, 
and betweenism, I will not abandon the principles I have 
heretofore avowed and acted upon. If to be an abolition- 
ist as explained by me recently, is to play either a boa 
constrictor or privateerstnan, let me be at once put out of 
the Church ; for in that character I have promised my 
God to live and die ; and, whatever may be the case now, 
the time has been when, for advocating the same opinions, 
I and those who have acted with ine, were denounced as 
the most ultra. I have not yielded a single fraction of 
the ground then occupied. We love our Church associa- 
tions ; many of us are too old ever to form new ones. 
Still we have principles to maintain, we h&ve borhe the 
burden of abolition in the heat of the day, and by God's 
blessing the eyes of the Church begin to open. When 
they get fairly open they will see the boa constrictor, in the 
shape of slaveholders and their apologists, that has be- 
numbed and patalyzed the moral power of the Church ; 
and they will also see a bloody flag and black craft 
manned, not by abolitionists, but by slaveholders, the real 
privateersmen, that have set at defiance all law, civil, 
divine and ecclesiastical, and plundered the Church, to a 
great extent, of its ptlrity, its peftce, and its moral power. 

'' And now that we are assured that the Church is about 
to resume her true character on this subject, must we for 
sounding the alarm be so bitterly denounced ? Look well 
at these terms, my brother ; did you irwiie a ' boa con- 
strictor ' and a * privitteersman * ilito your pulpit a few 
Sabbaths since ? 

''I thank God that b^weeh right and wrong there is no 
place for me, liberty and Blaveirjr havd no pl^ce tfiOwein, 
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This call is not made with a single unkind feeling ; with 
but very* few exceptions if any, ray brethren have treated me 

for some time past with all kindness, and brother 

does not probably see the application of his language. 
There are many thousands who would bum at the stake 
before they would renounce their abolition doctrines as 
held when brickbats and eggs were their usual greetings ; 
and now that many have adopted abolition views avow- 
ing them only under another name, we do not wish te 
have abolitionists denounced as privateersmen for avow- 
ing the truth ; let us call things by their right names. 

" Samuel Lewis.*' 

Of the editor of the journal above referred to, we may 
tell a little anecdote, which throws some light upon his 
refusal to allow the *' circulation of abolition documents " 
through his columns. Dining at the house of Mr. Lewis, 
one day, in company with several others, preachers and 
laymen of the Church, he conversed freely upon the sub- 

* ^ mi 

ject of slavery and abolition. His denunciations of slav- 
ery and slaveholders were remarkable even to Mr. Lewis 
himself, who, in all his lecturing and conversations, had 
never ventured upon so free a use of terms in opposition to 
the system he opposed. His language drew the attention, 
of course, of all who sat around the table, and excited 
the admiration especially of those who were abolition- 
ists. Finally, Mr. Lewis interrupted him — as he drew to 
a conclusion, with the exclamation of, ** There, what do 
you think of that, brother Lewis V — ^with this question : 

" This is all really very fine, brother , to talk about 

here, and we are very glad to hear you express such views 
against slavery ; but why don't you print it ?" The 
editor turned squarely around in his chair as if with 
indignation, " Print it ! print it indeed ! O, that is 
quite another thing !" 
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And another tiling it was ! He was not alone in sncb 
a position, which was so common that it could not be 
called anomalons. There were many who in private could 
denounce and even rail against slavery, who did not so 
much dread the hydrophobia or cholera as they did the 
name and reproach of abolitionism. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

SOBBOW — NOMINATION FOR GOVERNOR. 

IN the spring of 1845, Mr. Lewis sent liis daughters to 
Stenbenville to school, desirons that they should pos- 
sess all the advantages of education at one of the best pri- 
vate schools of the State, under the charge of Dr. Beattie. 
It was with much regret that he ever parted from any 
meiaber of his family for any length of time, but here 
his duty and the interests of his daughters appeared to* 
demand the sacrifice. A few days subsequent to their 
departure he addressed to them the following letter : 

" Mt Dear Chili>rek, — ^To-day your mother will leave 
yon, and for the first time you will be really away from 
home. You will be lonesome I know, and therefore I 
write, for you will be glAd to have a letter from father, 
and perhaps it will call to your minds the advice I have 
given you heretofore. I would have you leave oflF all 
home-sickness and discontent, and, appreciating your 
advantages, cheerfully engage in making tllat improve- 
ment which your duty and interest require. 

" Think what you- have to be thankful for. You are 
placed at one of the best of schools ; you are provided 
with every comfort that can be afforded, even if your 
father's wealth were equal to his love; you have no 
restraints, except such as are for your own good; and 
though you are not at home, you will be in weekly cor- 
respondence with us, and we are ready to fly to you at 
an hour's notice, if it should become necessary. Add 
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to this, tliat you are witli those whose interest and duty 
unite to make them attentive to yonr wants and real 
interests ; and then say whether, instead of being un- 
happy, yon should not make yonrselves happy, and, 
morning and evening thank your heavenly Parent for 
all his favors. O, think how few are so highly blessed ; 
some are pining in poverty and ignorance, orphans and 
friendless, exposed to all the dangers and ills of unpro- 
tected youth, in a cold World, where iso many seem to 
make it their business to afflict their fellow-men, and 
especially to oppress the poor. Iliink of the thousands 
of little girls as good by nature as yoturselves, who are 
not allowed to read the Bible, who are torn from their 
parents, and compelled to labor otlt a miserable existence 
under the lash of a taskmaster as cruel as a depraved 
nature and unlimited power can make hiih. 

** Think, my dear little girls, of all the millioiis who 
are so infinitely worse situated than yourselves, and then 
resolve that yoti will not allow your minds to dtrell on 
discontent, but will hasten to improve your exalted priv- 
ileges with gratitude to your heavenly Father. Yon are 
not to suppose yourselves better than others, but, en- 
joying so great advantages, you will be bound to do 
more to glorify God, and promote the happiness of 
those around you, than yon trould under other drcum- 
stances. 

" Now, my childreh, do you think I suffer nothing 
on account of your absence? I am as lonesome at 
home as you are away from home, and I am more anx- 
ious about you because I know your dangers. 

" But I know that yonr minds and tastes have not 
been sufficiently cultivate ; that yoti will soon be wo- 
men, and all that is to be done must be done now. And 
so, for your good, I am content to be separated from yon 
tor a time, so that you can be folly prepared for the jott^ 
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ney of life. Yoa maj liave a long road before you, aud 
I desire that you may be bappy and useful. 

** I give you but one piece of advice now, and that is, 
avoid selfishness as you would decUh; always think of the 
comfort of others before your own. By cultivating a 
selfisli spirit you can never be happy ; but by seeking to 
promote the happiness of others you can not be unhappy. 
We are all made to do good. O, my dear children, love 
each, other ; never be weary in kindness to each other ; 
never be jealous or envious of each other; never stay 
where your sister is spoken harshly of, or treated un- 
kindly ; comfort each other in your little troubles, rejoice 
with each other, and let the joys of one be the joys of 
both. Finally, do not forget to pray, to pray, to pray 
often and in faith, confess all your sins, and tell God of 
all your troubles, accustom yourselves to talk with God 
as your friend, believe that he hears you and expect an 
answer. Bead your Bibles, respect your teachers, and 
look forward to the time when, with cultivated minds, 
and chastened and pious affections, we will be again 
united to reap the fruits of your jpresent labors." 

Such letters as the above, interwoven with the usuifl 

and pleasant chit-chat of home and friends^were sent 

every week during their absence. The instruction Mr. 

licwis was wont to call their "constitution and by-laws,*' 

while he did not forget that his daughters were children, 

and that they must be diverted as well as instructed. 

Such letters as we have given in different places in this 

volume, directed to his children and containing his advice 

and direction, possessed the greater influence in that they 

contained just such rules as those by which his own life 

was guided. They claimed the authority of his own 

example, and were thus impressed more deeply upon the 

minds of those to whom they were g^ven. 

31 
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The Southern and Western Antislavery Convention, 
already referred to» met at Cincinnati^ on the eleventh 
of June. It was largely attended, and excited a great 
interest, not only in Cincinnati, but throughout the west. 
During its sessions, which continued for two days, fully 
three thousand persons were present most of the time. 
Distinguished speakers were present, as had been ex- 
pected, and the result was highly favorable to the cause 
of freedom. Mr. Lewis, though in ill health, made one 
of his usual powerful appeals, concluding with such 
words as these : "I know the American heart from the 
Atlantic shore to the rivers of the far west. Give me 
for the cause of righteousness the honest beating of that 
heart, and I will not part with it for all the land holds 
beside. Yes, sir, that heart pulse shall yet heave the 
temples of despotism from their foundation, and erect 
a temple to American liberty whose towers shall pierce 
the sky." 

The Convention was generally regarded by Liberty 
men as a new era in the history of the cause. It was 
called in the west — was largely attended by western 
men — ^yet there were a sufficient number from all parts 
of the country to make it appear that it spoke, as it 
did, the voice of the whole party of the active aboli- 
tionists all over the land. Its address was generally pub- 
lished, and its measures and positions supported, while 
its actions were the subject of general remark. 

The summer succeeding this Convention was spent by 
Mr. Lewis in Massachusetts, whither he generally found 
his way nearly every year. Nothing could surpass the 
delight with which he visited the scenes of his childhood, 
and wandered over the fields where he played when a 
boy. His wife and part of his family, were in company 
in this tour. His health was poor, and for weeks he 
was scarcely able to travel. But when lie found him- 
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self in sight of Vineyard Sound, he began rapidly to 
improve, mingling in the fishing, hunting and berrying 
ivith. great zest, eager to administer to the amusement 
of liis youngest son, then nearly four years of age. 
This child was one of rare promise, and displayed a 
Berionsness and dignity that attracted the admiration of 
all TV'lio saw him, reaching the warmest place in the 
hearts of his parents, without exciting aught of jealousy 
in others. This desire to amuse his child, assisted ma- 
terially in the recovery of his own health; and by the 
end of summer, when he was ready to return home, he 
was sufficiently restored, though still not very strong, to 
commence anew his labors for humanity and truth. 

Biit before any labors in the cause of human rights 

were commenced, Mr. Lewis and his family were called 

upon to lay that little boy, so dearly beloved and so 

fondly cherished, in the grave. He was called away in 

a very few days from robust health to the arms of death, 

the very suddenness of the blow, as is wont to be the 

case, striking a chill into the hearts of the survivors that 

for a short time deadened the sense as well as the grief 

of separation. The blow was a very severe one to the 

devoted father, and it was many long weeks and months 

before he even partially regained his usual calmness of 

disposition. The child, even though but four years old, 

was conscious in his last hours that he was about to 

separate from his family, from that father who never 

wearied in his care for his welfare and amusement. For 

with a smile, that must have been borrowed from the 

skies, he bade them all not to weep for him, as he was 

going to be happy with the angels, and left his love and 

kisses for the absent members of the household. 

As some indication of the unusual love with which 
Mr. Lewis regarded his child, we extract a few sentences 
from a letter to his absent d&ughters : 
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"You have been informed that yonr darling brother 
is no more, and as you loved him, so will you grieve 
for him, and we desire to hold converse with you in 
your sorrow. But what shall we say — we, whose hearts 
are wrung with sorrow still more deeply than yours. 
Yes, much as you loved that sweet boy, you could not 
feel our love ; and you can not feel our suffering when 
called to part from one that seemed a portion of our 
existence. How then shall we comfort you? We can 
but exhort you to do as we try to do, to look upon it 
as an act of a wise and kind providence. Dark though 
it may be, yet we try to trust in God that He intends 
results producing far more good than the evils we all 
suffer. The precious boy is taken peacefully, quietly, 
sweetly, to rest, without pain ; and in all his beautj 
and innocence he falls asleep here, after kissing a sweet 
farewell, as he was accustomed when retiring for the 
night, and immediately he awoke in the company of 
angels and happy spirits, clothed with immortality, 
where those lovely and amiable affections will be matured 
under the watchful care of his loving Savior. Yes, 
he would not trust so sweet a boy to the blasts of an 
uncertain world, nor commit the education and develop- 
ment of those noble faculties and affections to the blun- 
ders of even the most devoted parents and loving brothers 
and sisters. Let us then consent to suffer his best friend 
to provide for him, though we are, for a time, deprived 
of his company and of all the thousand pleasures he 
helped to confer upon us." 

When a few weeks had passed away, and the sense 
of the blow was more fully awakened, he writes thus : 

"Every project has heretofore been connected with 
my dear boy ; and now that he is gone we are alone. 
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Something is wanting to induce every action. We are 
waiting for our dear little fellow whenever we think 
of going. His voice rings in our ears : * I love you, 
father, I love you, mother ; ' and all his lovely warbling 
comes over me at every breath. Whenever I open a 
door, I expect to meet him, and when I go out, I look 
around to bid him *good-by.' When I come home, 
kow lonesome and unwelcome does it appear. That 
sv^eet voice, shouting * father's come,' no longer greets 
my ear ; and time only widens and deepens the affliction." 

The strong man was bowed indeed, and yet amid all 
his griefs, arose new duties and new cares. The Liberty 
party determined, at their Convention in the winter of 
1845—6, that he should be their candidate for Governor at 
the election of October, 1846. This was almost unex- 
pected by him, and altogether contrary to his desires. 
He only yielded at the solicitations of many of his 
friends. 

And just here, let the writer pause for a single moment 
to say, once for all, that Mr. Lewis was no seeker of 
office. Had it been even probable, at any time during 
his labors as an opponent of slavery, that the candidate 
of his party would be elected, he would never have con- 
sented to be that candidate. It was necessary that some 
one should consent to bear the standard of freedom in 
front of the hosts of its supporters, and he consented once 
and again to be that standard-bearer, only at the most 
urgent appeals of his party. When any others could 
be found to stand forward he labored in their behalf as 
ardently as in his own, knowing that it was not a man's 
reputation that was at stake, but the cause of humanity. 
He never willingly consented to be a candidate, and was 
always ready to hold back any of his friends who wished 
to push his cause. Nor would he ever consent to use any 
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of the ordinary means of success employed by ambi- 
tions politicians. Conld any office, even the highest, 
have been secured by the log-rolling, and chicanery, and 
trickery, so common in our country, even though he 
had not personally been known in any of it, or even had 
personal interest in it, the office would have been refused 
with indignation and scorn, only equal to the contempt 
with which he regarded such appliances of demagogues 
and ambitious politicians. 

It was once said to him, in the hearing of the writer, 
*' Mr. Lewis, if you will only agree to such a bargain, we 
can secure for you a high and honorable office." "I 
never could learn to set up my manhood for sale," was 

the reply. " But Mr. Lewis ," "But me no huts ; 

this is a subject that must never be mentioned again 
between us, if you wish to remain my friend. If I could 
secure the Presidency by crossing the street, I would not 
take a single step. I have never wanted office ; and if 
office wants me it must come to me." 

When, however, Mr. King declined a renomination, 
the large experience of Mr. Lewis, his eminent ability, 
his unwearying energy and devotion to the cause of free- 
dom, as well as his services and success in the only public 
station he had ever consented to occupy, secured to him 
the support of the antislavery men of Ohio, and they 
enthusiastically rallied around him as their leader. He 
was not fitted by nature or by culture for the leadership 
of politicians and demagogues ; but he was well fitted to 
lead a host of men, who were armed for the conflict of 
tnith, and ready to battle like men for their cause, even 
in opposition and defeat. The Convention that nominated 
Mr. Lewis was composed of true men, and was the best 
ever held by the party, up to that time, at Columbus. 
The nomination gave entire satisfaction to antislaveiy 
men throughout the State. Whigs and Democrats spoke 
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of Mm in tlie highest terms, and when the time for voting 
came many voted for him, out of respect to his moral in- 
tegrity and his past services. 

TEe campaign opened in February, and continued, with 
little intermission, till the following October, a period 
of eiglit months, during which Hr. Lewis traveled over 
a large portion of the State, every-where making a 
deep impression upon all who would come out to hear, 
l>y his own high worth as well as by his oratory, which 
now began to develop its powers, till he became one 
of the most popular stump orators of Ohio. 

In accepting the nomination, Mr. Lewis gave a full 
exposition of his own views on all the questions that 
tonched upon his position as candidate for Governor, 
treating them all with that candor that was expected of 
him. In regard to slavery, currency, the tariff, extension 
of territory, education, etc., he expressed himself with the 
utmost freedom, leaving nothing to be guessed at, or to 
be misrepresented. He said : 

" Liberty men will, of course, allow shades of difference 
in matters that do not involve the rights of humanity. 
But while we are so circumstanced that our first and 
greatest efforts are now made against slavery as a legal- 
ized system of wrongs, we must as steadily oppose every 
other system of oppression and of unequal or partial 
legislation. We labor not merely for the liberty of three 
millions, but for the rights of twenty-three millions ; 
knowing that where the State allows the right of its hum- 
blest member to be outraged, there is but poor security 
for any. The principle of exact justice being stricken 
down in the person of the weak, the way is prepared for 
extending the work of despotism over others, whenever 
they can be made victims with safety to the oppressors. 

** And, now as we approach the campaign for liberty. 
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for 1846, are our libertj men appalled at the mighty work 
before ns ? If we hesitate to advance, it may be well to 
contemplate the advantage of a retreat. The action, or 
promise of action, by either of the opposing parties, leaves 
not the slightest hope in favor of justice or humanity. 
They may change from one to the other without danger, 
but for us there is no middle course ; the gulf between 
us and them is as wide as that between justice and oppres- 
sion, between liberty and slavery. To go forward we 
shall ' conquer, though we die ;' to go back — to give up 
our Liberty movement — were to blot out the only star of 
hope that continues to shine in the political sky. It 
might restore peace between the slaveholder and non- 
slaveholder, but it would be such a peace as reigns amid 
moral desolation, in the gloom of political death. 

" Our first work is to do our duty, and, by the grace 
of God, we can be successful thus far. If others still 
vote to continue slavery, because a minority only will 
at present vote for its abolition, be it our glory to have 
our votes, many or few, recorded now on earth and in 
heaven in favor of human liberty and equal justice. Our 
strength is in our principles, founded in justice and 
commending themselves to the consciences of all men. 
Already many thousands who were our opponents have 
been roused and now co-operate with us ; the very alarm 
of our enemies indicates our progress and should encour- 
age us. And now that our opponents have done all that 
could be done to shut out the truth from the people, and 
have pushed misrepresentations even to the circulation 
of false statements and forged documents, some of them, 
as a last resort, are seeking to conciliate Liberty men by 
the bare admission of some just principles in theory, 
while they refuse to act against slavery in any form, as 
a party. * * * * 

" Our cause is just ; it is the cause of humanity ; our 
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principles and policy are sound, we may every-where 
cHallen^ investigation. Washington, Jefferson, Madi- 
son, Franklin, and a host of such names have led the way. 
Heaven lias provided the hallot-boz for a peaceful redress 
of all our country's wrongs, and left the responsibility 
with the voters of the nation. Men shall be as free as 
your votes decree; a wronged and insulted people de- 
mand justice at your hands ; they ask no favors, but 
fiimple justice; thousands, who are bought and sold un- 
der your laws, lift their manacled hands, and, as they 
are driven forth from their homes and families, point 
to the bar of God, and, while their chains clank, bid you 
meet them there ; the cries of millions of enslaved moth- 
ers and children ascend to heaven and plead for our 
success ; slave-prisons and slave-auctions, established by 
national laws in our national capital, reproach us for 
too much delay ; the promises of God assure success in 
a cause so good ; posterity waits to record the results of 
our labors ; the good of all nations join us with their 
prayers ; while the tears, the fetters, the chains, the sor- 
rows, of three millions of human beings hang upon the 
consciences of our enemies and hold them back from 
effective opposition. * * * * 

" When we shall have a system securing education to 
every youth in the State, when all despotic laws are re- 
pealed, all class legislation repudiated, and the equal 
rights of all secured, we may hope to see our beloved 
8tate filled with an educated, a pious and happy people." 

Such manly and vigorous sentiments were read -with 
admiration by all, and were such as were looked for 
from Samuel Lewis. He had no confidence in the appa- 
rent wavering of either of the old parties toward free- 
dom, and was fully convinced that they would betray 
any trust reposed in them by the friends of human rights. 
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That tliis conTiction of bis was well fonnded events after- 
ward fully proved. 

Applications came to Mm from various parts of the 
State, soliciting Mm to visit and speak to the people. 
Many of these he accepted and spent some three or four 
months in traveling to the several points that had heen 
selected. Ahout one month was spent in the Western 
Reserve, where his efforts were successful in favor of the 
cause of Ms heart, and where many hundreds were in- 
duced to forsake the old parties, and join the Liberty 
party. Nor was he without considerable success in other 
parts of the State. The places of meeting were gen- 
erally crowded, and the conventions that were held were 
largely attended and afforded great encouragement. 

The annexation of Texas had, as was anticipated, re- 
sulted in a war with Mexico, wMch, in the summer of 
1846, had been fairly commenced, and was now carried 
on with great vigor and success by our army. The Ore- 
gon question was settled, even by a relinquishment of a 
vast and beautiful territory ; for it was of no possible 
advantage to the slaveholding interests of the nation. 
But Texas was to be secured, with the curse of slavery 
resting on her soil ; therefore we went to war. It may 
be remembered by our readers what intense excitement 
was created throughout the country by this state of 
events. Many will recollect the thrilling eloquence of 
Mr. Lewis, called forth by the extraordinary sacrifices 
the North was called upon to undergo for the benefit of 
slavery. His withering denunciations of the treachery 
of the Government in the Oregon and Texas questions, 
his fervent appeals to the consciences and interests of 
. his hearers in favor of justice and freedom, Ms startling 
warnings of the results of their continued silence and 
co-operation with slaveholding parties, can never be for- 
gotten by those who heard them. Mr. Lewis was no 
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anti-annexationist. He believed that our institutions of 
freedom were sufficiently adapted to serve for the gov- 
ernment of the whole continent, but he insisted forciblv, 
that in order to the successful application of the princi- 
ples of our Government to annexed territories, those 
territories must be the homes of freemen, without a trace 
of slavery. These views he announced and boldly advo- 
cated wherever he went, and they were generally received 
with favor. 

During this canvass the subject of his relation to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church was brought up, once and 
again, by some who imagined that they could not con- 
sistently vote for Mr. Lewis while he remained a member 
of that Church. Whenever the subject was mentioned to 
Mr. Lewis, he frankly avowed '* that he had belonged to 
it since nine years of age, and still loved and cherished 
its ordinances — ^meant to profit by the good that is still 
in it, eschew the evil and endeavor to eradicate it." To 
those who believed it to be their duty to leave the connec- 
tion, he had no objections to make, and asked for himself 
the same freedom of action. "As for those who were 
afraid to trust themselves before the ' car of emancipa- 
tion,* they had best also be careful how they attempted 
to hold it back from behind, for he well remembered a 
similar attempt of his own, when a very small boy, upon 
a load of wood, which his grandfather in Yankee land 
was drawing home. As the team was entering the gate, 
the thought struck him it would be a fine notion to catch 
hold of one of the after wheels and stop the team ; but 
surely, though slowly, the oxen moved on, and the next 
moment he was raised to the top of the wheel, then 
deposited between the wheel -hub and the gate-post, and 
then left by the unconscious oxen to the care of nurses 
and doctors for many weeks and months ; and the loss of 
hearing in one ear has ever since been the reward of his 
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folly. He gave them the assnrance, that unless thej 
let go their hold^ thej wonld inevitably come between 
the hub and gate-post — ^they must ' clear the track/ or fall 
under." 

Once or twice during the summer his strength failed, 
and his health broke down, so that he was compelled to 
return to his home to recover. But he was no sooner 
on his feet again, than he was ofif to his appointed meet- 
ings. He often persevered in public speaking long after 
prudence suggested to him to restrain, and till absolute 
physical necessity required him to desist, and retire for a 
season from the field. But whether resting or working, 
he enjoyed the consolation of knowing that his part in 
the strife was discharged with honesty and earnestness, 
that he did not shrink, at any time, from declaring to 
the thousands who met him every-where the truth, and 
that he suffered no considerations of personal or party 
interest to lead him to the betrayal of that truth. 

The Liberty vote this year was increased about two 
thousand, five hundred, and there proved to be some 
eleven thousand good and true men in Ohio, who would 
not, with all the inducements offered by the old parties, 
make peace with slavery. 

During the summer and fall of 1846, the managers of 
the American Antislavery Society at New York had 
been thoroughly discussing the question of the estab- 
lishment of a paper at Washington City. Mr. Lewis 
had previously urged this action ; and when it was finally 
determined upon, he contributed liberally to the project. 
Dr. Bailey, of the Philanthropist, was induced to act as 
editor, and the ''National Era" made its first appear- 
ance in January, 1847. The event proved that the project 
was a correct one; and the paper has since done good 
service in the cause of freedom. 

Among the questions of public discussion about this 
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time 'were two of considerable importance, npon which 
it is proper that Mr. Lewis's views should be distinctly 
stated. As to the first, the Black Laws of Ohio, it may 
be readily supposed that he opposed these laws and advo- 
cated their repeal. As to the second, which was the fi-ee 
distribution of the public lands in small quantities to 
actual settlers, Mr. Lewis was in favor of such a distribu- 
tion as would give to every actual settler upon the un- 
appropriated lands of the west, one hundred and sixty 
acres^. To the wholesale distribution of these lands to 
-tbe different companies that might apply, Mr. Lewis was 
opposed. And he considered this latter one of the ordi- 
nary maneuvers of the slaveholding interest against the 
rigbts of the free laborers of the country, since in his view 
it only tended to the concentration of all the lands thus 
appropriated in the hands of a few. 

There is still another question to bemoticed. We refer 
to the American question, as it has been called, one which 
has gained great notoriety, and temporarily possessed 
great power, under the name of ** Know-Nothingism." 
To all such schemes Mr. Lewis was opposed. If he ever 
desired any test of the franchise beside those already im- 
posed by our national and State Constitution^, it was that 
every voter should know how to read. He often said, in 
public and in private, " he was not afraid to trust the 
verdict of an educated people on any of the great topics 
of the day, or which might possibly arise among our 
people." With the exclusiveness of a religious test he 
had no sympathy whatever. 



874 BIOGRAPHY OF 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

MORE SORROW — FREE SOIL. 

DURING the winter and spring of 1846-T the health 
of the elder daughter began to fail rapidly. Con- 
sumption, that dread, mysterious foe of happiness and 
life, began to prey on her frame, and the time and strength 
of Mr. Lewis was taken up almost entirely with his 
attendance upon his beloved child. The health of his 
eldest son also showed symptoms of decline, and the mind 
of the affectionate and careful father was engrossed by his 
anxieties in their behalf. Thus passed the spring and 
summer of 1847. 

In the fall of this year, Joseph T. Lewis, then in pastoral 
charge of the Ebenezer society in Cincinnati, left for the 
place of session of the Ohio Conference. He had been 
there but a few days, when Elizabeth exhibited indications 
of a speedy dissolution, and the absent son and brother 
was sent for in haste. Upon the very day this letter 
left the city, he was taken suddenly with bleeding at the 
lungs, and started home in equal haste, unaware of the 
scene that awaited him there. The family at home were 
much surprised at his speedy arrival, and more grieved 
when they understood the cause. Double cares and anx- 
ieties now pressed upon the hearts of the troubled parents ; 
but the engrossing scenes of the chamber of death soon 
occupied their minds. 

Elizabeth was now of the age of twenty, and by her 
affectionate disposition, and pleasant manners had won 
the affection of her family and friends, and it was with no 
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dissenibled grief that they surrounded her bed-side, on the 

morning of Sunday, the 13th of September, to witness 

her departure. This time, there was no hurried inroad of 

death, scarcely known before the grave claimed the victim. 

IButy for some time, it had been evident that the scene upon 

"whicli they were now gazing was inevitable. The dying 

daughter gave every evidence of her preparation for that 

hour, and triumphed so gloriously over the foe, that a 

relative present exclaimed after the scene was over, *' That 

scene is enough to convince me, if nothing else would, of the 

truth of Christianity, and its efficacy in the dying hour." 

"Cincinnati, Sefteicbbb 18, 1847. 

**JVEy Deab Aunt, — Almost all my letters, for several 

years, have been harbingers of sorrow ; and while I would 

not mourn at Providence, yet there seems a strange fatality 

attending the objects of my love, as one after another they 

have been stricken down in the last six years. You of 

all my peculiar friends, of my seniors, survive ; father, 

mother, grandmother and aunt Roxana, — all are gone. 

Then went those of the young, beginning with my dear 

boy that I loved better than myself, leaving an empty 

void that grows larger as time advances. To him followed 

my son's wife that had greatly endeared herself to us all. 

And now, in less than a year, follows the next dearest 

object of my love, my most amiable and affectionate 

daughter Elizabeth; and I already look around to see 

whose grave shall next be prepared. I feel as if * I had lost 

all that gives life to life,' and wonder why I linger when 

those younger and better fitted for life's joys are dying. 

" My poor little child's health began to fail her soon 
after her brother died ; but we strove to encourage her, 
and succeeded in deceiving ourselves. In February last 
we were admonished of her danger. Still she rallied, 
and we hoped, or rather we refused to see what all others 
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saw. For four montliB we liaye devoted ourselves to her, 
and watched her with sleepless vigilance ; and though she 
had evidently entered on her way to the grave, yet we 
hoped, and were easily persuaded to helieve what we 
wished to he true ; and till within a week of her death we 
supposed she might stay with us for months. She could 
not think of dying and leaving all her friends. She had 
much to live for ; her every wish had heen gratified for 
years, and she was pressed to make her desires larger, for 
all would have heen yielded. I had just erected a very 
large dwelling that my children, and especially my daugh- 
ters might he gratified. Though I have no relish for 
society myself, I was sparing nothing that would contrib- 
ute to their comfort, and my chiefest pleasure was in 
waiting on them. But all is stricken down. We saw 
she must die in a few hours, and we dared not tell her the 
truth ; for she was the most timid, nervous little thing I 
ever saw ; and for three days I suffered such anguish of 
heart as I hope never to feel again. I could yield and 
see her die. But then to see her, as we feared, in awful 
alarm when the reality should hurst upon her was more 
than I could stand. I prayed continually that she might 
have grace given her in her dying hour, and that she 
might not suffer in that struggle. She had always been 
pious, often declared her faith in G-od, often said she was 
not afraid to die ; but still could not realize her end near, 
and would weep bitterly when it was pressed upon her. 
We had no fears for her final state, but we did fear the 
scene of her death, and would willingly have seen her 
sleep her last hours away. 

" But God answered our prayers. He was better than 
all our fears. She had tried her best to comfort us, and 
keep hope alive in us as long as possible. 

" In her room was a couch and a bed, on which she 
lay alternately. Being then on the couch, she wished me 
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to lift lier on tlie bed, and place it so that she could look 
down the street on a beautiful Sabbath morning. She 
requested us not to interrupt her ; she wished to be calm, 
^bout ten o'clock her countenance changed and became 
"bright and lovely as childhood. She exclaimed, * Mother, 
I am dying, come, kiss me. I shall not see you any 
more :* — ^said the same to me, when I replied, * We shall 
meet in heaven.' *Yes,' said she, *we shall meet in 
heaveij. 0, I am so happy.' She then kissed a farewell 
to her brothers and sisters, and friends around, with, great 
cheerfulness. She was sinking rapidly. Soon she said, 
* Now I can not see you, biit can talk and hear you.' And 
again, ' I can not hear you, but can talk. I bid you all 
farewell again :' and thus she sank into the arms of her 
"Savior ; and we could almost hear the notes of minister- 
ing angels welcoming her to the bosom of her God. 

'* Now we wake to the sad reality that she is dead, — that 
we shall in fact see her no more, and we are solitaiy. 
Our sons are engaged in their pursuits, and can be but 
little with us. We have only one little daughter left, out 
of six children, to keep us company ; and our only con- 
solation is that the dead are in heaven. This reflection 
took from her the sting of death, and greatly lightens our 
affliction. O my dear Aunt, you have your afflictions, 
but from these troubles you are spared. Yet you will 
pity, you will drop one tear for your little boy, now 
become an old man bending over the graves of those he 
loves, whose light has been put out so early, whose sun 
has set ere it has reached meridian. My friends here 
crowd around me, and would do me kindness. Every 
thing is done to alleviate my suffering. But it does not 
give me one more kiss from the dearest objects of my 
life. 

" Your affectionate nephew, 

"Samuel Lewis." 
32 
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The happiness and joy of the departing one satisfied 
the parents of her readiness to meet them in heaven, bnt 
could not entirely assuage their grief or stop the fountain 
of tears that were ready to flow over the loss of a darling 
child. But they had only time to lay her away in the 
** place appointed," when the necessities of the living 
served to distract their attention, in some degree, from the 
absorbing sorrow for the dead. Joseph, the son, had 
received his appointment, and had been returned, to his 
old charge, which now had the name of Christie Chapel. 
He was not able, however, to take it at the time ; a tempo- 
rary supply was procured, and father and son left home for 
New York, in order to take advice against the insidious 
disease, that, unsatisfied by its recent victory, threatened 
to remove another from the already diminished family 
circle. By the advice of physicians, Joseph retired from 
his charge, gave up preaching temporarily, and sought, 
by every means, to secure the restoration of his health. 
He never took charge of any society again, but gradually 
sank under his disease till the fall of 1850, when he also 
yielded, and went to his home in heaven. 

From New York, although with no heart to feel great 
interest in political affairs, Mr. Lewis went to Buffalo, 
where the National Liberty Convention was held on 
October 2()th. Mr, Lewis was chosen to preside over this 
Convention. His name had been previously urged for 
nomination, but he positively withdrew, and refused to 
stand in any position but that of a laborer with others. 
Mr. Hale, of New Hampshire, and Mr. King received the 
nominations. Of course much labor in the field was not 
expected or received from Mr. Lewis this fall. His grief 
for the lost and his anxiety for the living were too great 
to permit any extended efforts in the cause. But he did 
not entirely withhold these efforts. Occasionally he ap- 
peared before the people, and spoke eloquently for the cause. 
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That Mr. Lewis did not suffer grief to abstract his 

mind from the interests of freedom is evident from the 

following, written a few days after a mob attempted to 

destroy the offioe and press of the Era at Washington 

City : ** I have this moment read the proceedings of the 

mob in the national capital, to destroy the only free press 

there. I have just sustained a considerable loss by fire, 

bnt the liberty of the press must he sustained. Should the 

mob have proceeded to carry out their threats, you may 

draw on me at sight for one hundred dollars, and for 

one hundred dollars per month for two months to come, 

to rebuild and continue the publication of the Era. I 

can. virear old clothes and go back to my bread and water 

fare, but I can not see the last vestige of liberty destroyed 

by a mob." 

In the spring of 1848, the success of the slaveholding 
party had aroused the attention of the whole country. 
In Ohio a free territory convention was called which met 
at Columbus in June, and resolved to vote for no man 
for Governor who was not pledged to sustain the princi- 
ple of free territory, and to support only Wilmot Pro- 
viso men forTJongress and the Legislature. This con- 
vention also adopted a resolution in favor of a National 
Convention at Buffalo, in the following August, to nom- 
inate a candidate for the Presidency, who stood upon the 
platform of free territory and Wilmot Proviso. Mr. 
Lewis was present at this Convention and acted in har- 
mony with it, although he thought Mr. Hale, already 
nominated, a worthy candidate. But the state of affairs 
seemed to indicate the propriety of harmonizing with the 
Barnburner movement of New York, and Mr. Lewis 
would not hold back, however he might feel doubtful of 
the issue. The friends of the cause generally sympa- 
thized with the movement and he went along with them. 
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In the meantime, the FarnbnmeFB liad nominated Mar- 
tin Van Buren, who in reply took very high and fair 
gronnd against the progress of the slave power, and 
against the admission of territory without an express 
provision against the existence or establishment of slav- 
ery therein. This nomination was received with great 
enthusiasm in various parts of the North, and warranted 
the action of the Buffalo Convention when it ratified that 
nomination. Mr. Hale gracefully retired from his posi- 
tion as nominee, and the Liberty lioien generally went over 
into the ranks of the '* Free Democratic party." 

We say the Liberty men generally supported the new 
party. Not all of them, however; for a considerable 
number of them withheld that support, and the Liberty 
party received a small vote in the Presidential election. 
Mr. Lewis supported the new Buffalo nominations, and 
spent such time and labor as was in his power in their 
favor. The importance of united and vigorous action 
against the propagandism of the slave interest induced 
him to this course. With portions of the policy of the 
new party he could not entirely agree, but wished that the 
question of slavery should be fairly met, and not limited 
merely to the exclusion of slavery from new territories. 
The result of the proposed course of the party in Ohio 
he greatly deprecated, that is, the declination to nom- 
inate state candidates, and limiting the energy of the 
party to the mere Presidential canvass. He yielded, 
however, to the resolution of the majority, and cordially 
supported the ticket presented by the Buffalo Convention. 

Mr. Lewis was nominated for Congress this fall, con- 
trary to his own wishes ; and some expressed fears that 
the nomination of a Liberty man in Hamilton County 
would diminish the votes of the Free Democracy. The 
result proved the groundlessness of these fears, as the 
votes for Mr. Lewis were more thi^n those for Mr. Yan 
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Biiren. This was owing to the fact tbat many of his 
personal friends, who were Whigs, and voted for Gen- 
eral Taylor, esteemed his character so highly as, not only 
in this case, hut in others, to cast their votes in his favor, 
in preference to any other candidates. 

Tlie Liegislatnre of 1848-9 was so constituted that the 
Free Sellers held the halance of power, and the Black 
Laws vrere repealed, and Mr. S. P. Chase elected to the 
United Btates Senate. This result at that time greatly 
encouraged antislavery men, and they resolved to renew 
their efforts with- greater vigor than ever before. The 
skies appeared to be clearing before them, and victory to 
he at hand. The Van Buren vote in the State exceeded 
thirty-five thousand, being a large increase over the Lib- 
erty vote of the year previous. With the repeal of the 
Black Laws was inaugurated the establishment of schools 
for the colored people of Ohio, the right of education Ifev- 
ing been hitherto withheld from them, except in schools 
of their own, supported by themselves and by benevolence. 
With these successes Mr. Lewis was greatly rejoiced, and 
he congratulated the people of Ohio upon such results. 
In the election of Mr. Chase he was especially gratified. 
He had been solicited by some friends to allow his own 
name to be used in regard to the Senatorship, but he 
positively refused, and would not have accepted the posi-* 
tion had it been offered him at that juncture of his fam- 
ily affairs. Without his knowledge, however, a petition 
went up to the Legislature, numerously signed by busi- 
ness men and other citizens of Cincinnati, recommending 
his election. He expressed his satisfaction that it was 
without effect in his own case, and was better pleased 
with the success of his friend, Mr. Chase, than he could 
have been at his own. 

The health of his son Joseph continued to decline, and 
the winter of 1848-9, the latter spent in the southern 
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states, as he had the previous winter in the West Indies. 
During this time, and in the summer, fall, and winter 
of 1849, Mr. Lewis was mostly at home, attending to 
his private business, preaching frequently, and occasion- 
ally speaking on his favorite themes of temperance and 
antislavery. 

In the spring of 1850, he left home with his wife, and 
son, and daughter for the eastern states. The latter he 
left at school at Wilmington, Delaware. The rest of 
them sought out a water-cure establishment at Parkman, 
New Jersey, as the last hope of recovery for the now rap- 
idly declining health of the son. 

The health of the younger son at this time caused the 
parents great anxiety, as well as the condition of Mrs. 
Goforth, the aged mother of Mrs. Lewis, and an inmate 
of their family. Their minds were harassed by the 
apparent conflict of duty, whether to accompany the 
elder son or to remain at home with those who there 
needed their care and attention. These latter joined in 
the appeal in behalf of the former. They remained in 
New Jersey till the lattet part of the month of Augnst 
of the same year. 

In the meantime, Mrs. Goforth had deceased, and the 
younger son, for weeks, lay at the door of death, himself 
and friends daily expecting the summons to depart. He 
recovered from a succession of severe attacks, and when 
the parente returned to their home, they found their fears 
somewhat relieved. Arrangements were made for a re- 
moval to their farm, in Green Township, and the family 
were soon once more as comfortably settled in their old 
home, as their afflictions and losses would permit. 

Anxious about the absent son, who had now removed 
from Parkman to Philadelphia, the mother in company 
with the writer left for the latter place in the latter part 
of October. They arrived there in due time and found 
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the invalid in sucli a state that they immediately die- 
patclied to Mr. Lewis to hasten on. They did not appre- 
hend any immediate danger, but Joseph wished to return 
home before his death, which %low seemed imminent. 
The father started immediately, and hurried forward as 
rapidly as possible, but arrived in Philadelphia about three 
hours after the death of his son. 

The latter had retired to his bed on Saturday evening a 
little earlier than usual, and on the Sabbath morning was 
tinahle to rise. All care was taken, but he seemed con- 
scious that he was sinking rapidly, and expressed a very 
great desire to see his father's face before he died. This 
was, however, denied him, and on the same evening he 
hreathed his last, in perfect consciousness of his condition, 
and in full hope of immortality. His death was peaceful 
and his victory was complete. He left behind him a 
reputation as a preacher not surpassed by any member of 
the Ohio Conference. *' None was more beloved, or gave 
promise of more usefulness to the Church. His mind was 
well stored with useful knowledge ; he was familiar with 
the language of God's word ; and, having a ready utter- 
ance, his pulpit efforts were always instructive. I heard 
one of our bishops say he had heard him preach two 
or three sermons, during the summer of 1848, that would 
have done credit to Robert Newton, of the Wesleyan 
Connection."* 

We met the bereaved father, as the cars passed down 
Broad-street, on the night of his loss, and summoned him 
quickly from the cars. As we passed out on the street, 
he grasped our arms, and asked but the single question, 
" How is Joseph ?" As we could not answer, he turned 
to the writer, and inquired, " Tell me, William, how is 
your mother, and how is Joseph ?" ** Mother is well — ," 

*R6y. Joseph M. Trimble, D. D. 
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wms the reply. He tnmed to Dr. Tilden, who was in 
company, and asked, as if in anticipation of the sad 
news, bnt nn willing to admit the fact, ** Is Joseph — ," 
bnt conld not ntter the word. ''Mr. Lewis," said the 
Doctor, "your son is better than he ever could be on 
earth." The stout-hearted man, before whose eloquence 
thousands had bowed, and whose stern integrity had 
made many a bold man quail in fear, wrung his hands 
and cried, " my son, my son ; he is dead and I could 
not see him alive again, or hear him speak one word !" 
We could not console him, we could m>t attempt conso- 
lation ; but hurried him to the house, where we left him 
and his equally afifected wife alone, to join their sorrows 
over the lifeless body of their eldest bom. 

Nothing could detain them long now, and with the 
daughter, who could not remain longer at school, we 
returned home, carrying with us the corpse of the de- 
ceased, intending to bury him in Cincinnati. Ah, that 
was a dreary journey. May God forbid that we should 
ever make another like it i We soon arrived at the city, 
and were safely lodged again at home. The body was 
deposited with appropriate services in Spring Grove, 
and the family, now reduced from six children to two, 
returned to the farm. Such afflictions could not be easily 
borne, and, for several months, Mr. Lewis did not resume 
any position before the public. Buried in the quietness 
of his home, he sought to alleviate his sorrows by atten- 
tion to the interests of his surviving children. His 
anxiety for the younger son was soon entirely relieved 
by his restoration to his usual health, a recovery which 
speedily followed his resignation of his post in Wood- 
ward College, and his withdrawal temporarily from any 
active pursuit. 

The Free Soil movement in Ohio had rather retro- 
graded, from various causes, and, in the fall of 1850, 
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ihe vote onl7 smotinted to about 14,000. When this vote 
was annonnced it took many of tbe friends of the move- 
ment by surprise, discouraging some, but only reawaken- 
ing the energies of others. Mr. Lewis belonged to the 
latter class, and though he had so lately passed through 
the waters of affliction, the spring of 1851 found him at 
work. 

The new Constitution was submitted to the people of 
Ohio in this year. It contained a clause which the Con- 
vention had not the courage to incorporate into the body 
of that instrument, but left it to be voted on as a separate 
clause. We refer to the clause abolishing the license 
system. In favor of this provision Mr. Lewis often 
spoke, and urged it upon the people by those powerful 
arguments which facte gave to him, and by that eloquence 
which was peculiarly his own. During this year, there 
was no particular action upon the subject of slavery by 
the Free Soil party, their efforts being mainly directed to 
calculations of their latitude and longitude in the State. 

In the midst of these distractions, Mr. Lewis remarked : 
*' No National or State Conventions are held by the friends 
of liberty, and if we remain thus inactive, our national 
policy will be settled, and traitors to liberty will insist 
that the country approves of these ruinous measures. 
Where, sir, are those to whom we look as leaders of the 
free band ? It can not be that any thing good is expected 
from the Hunker parties, or that patricHc, %df-%acrifidng 
Free ScUere meditate amy choice bettoeen these pro-slavery 
parties — ^neither has ever been, or can ever be, true to lib- 
erty, while organized with slaveholders. Slaveholders 
can not belong to a party that has a single aspiration in 
favor of universal freedom." He then recommends to the 
Free Soil members of Congress to act immediately in 
calling meetings and further perfecting the organization 

necespaT]jr to efficient action, and concludes : "If our sen- 

83 
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tinels at Wasbing^n decline to lead off in this holy work 
for Union and liberty, then tnm the matter over to the 
people, and let veteran friends of freedom at once corre- 
spond and agree npon some plan to secnre a united action 
in favor of freedom, keeping in view that Christian princi- 
ple must guide every action in so holy a cause J* 

We call attention again to the sentiment contained in 
the last clanse of the preceding paragraph, as a mark of 
the sonrce of the energy and fervor which were seen in 
the life of this devoted servant of the troth. It is only 
an additional evidence of his Christian principle, and an 
acknowledgment of his fealty to the law of the Gospel. 
Christianity was the standard hy which he was acciis- 
tomed to measure his dnty, and its obligations were his 
guides in the discharge of that duty. 

As to acting with the Hunker parties of that day> he 
could not do it. His doctrine was forcibly expressed in 
these words : " We can do more, infinitely more, by main- 
taining a pure political Gospel, without electing a man 
for years, than we can by mixing idolatry with our Gos- 
pel, and thereby securing an occasional election. The old 
parties laugh at the solitary votes of our friends in Con- 
gress ; but they tremble when the people refuse to vote for 
these old parties at the ballot-box." 

With such sentiments as these, it is 'no wonder that he 
saw with unfeigned regret the course of many Free Soilers 
throughout the north, as they leaned more and more 
toward one or other of the old parties. In Ohio» many 
of them became identified in part with the Democratic 
party, and in the fall of 1851, some of the prominent 
leaders of the Free Soilers were found canvassing the 
State in favor of the election of the Democratic candidate 
for Governor. In many cases this was no doubt owing 
to the antislavery resolutions of that party at its cpnven- 
tion of that year, and was no doubt done in honesty and 
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mth good purpose. Sncli temporizing action by a party 
that had so far uniformly supported the grossest preten- 
sions of the slave power, had no influence over the con- 
duct of Mr. Lewis, who, while he gave full credit to the 
sincerity of those who supported the Democratic ticket 
this year, yet for himself had firmly resolved that no 
temptation should induce him to yield for a moment to 
snch inducements. 

In June, 1851, a Convention at Ravenna resolved to 
call a National Convention of the friends of freedom to 
meet at Cleveland, in September, and appointed a com- 
mittee to call a State Convention at a suitable time and 
plaoe. This latter met at Columbus in August, and ap- 
pointed a committee on nominations which reported at 
the head of the list the name of Samuel Lewis as candi- 
date for Governor. When his name was announced, it 
was received with great applause. Mr. Lewis arose, and 
proceeded to speak with deep feeling — of the past, — of 
his labors in such positions as the present, — of the kind- 
ness of his friends, but told tbem he was now an old 
man, and no longer fitted to be a standard-bearer for the 
hosts of freedom. Physical and mental depression had 
"unfitted him for the active duties which must of necessity 
devolve upon their candidate. He begged they would 
excuse him, and take some other person. He was about 
to pronounce his declination, when Mr. Boot rose, and 
begged Mr. Lewis to hold! He leminded him of the 
time when he went through the State in behalf of edu- 
cation, speaking to and in behalf of the young who were 
now men and wished to rally to his support. Others 
joined in the entreaty with great earnestness, his voice 
was drowned in the general call, and, contrary to his 
own wishes and better judgment, he permitted the nom- 
ination to stand. 

The labors of this canvass were such as he had before 
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performed, and it is highly probable that his consent to 
stand on the ticket retained many who^ had been previ- 
ously disposed to follow the lead of those who were now 
supporting the Democratic candidate for the same ofiQ.ce. 

At the National Convention, which met at Cleveland 
in September, Mr. Lewis discussed the wisdom and the 
grounds of such change of position. Giving to all such 
full credit for purity of motive, and for valuable aid ren- 
dered in time past, he fully demonstrated the shortsight- 
edness of the wisdom, and the groundlessness of the 
change. His address to this Convention on the present 
state of the antislavery cause, was represented to be the 
most eloquent effort of his life, and elicited the warmest 
encomiums of those present. 

This Convention appointed a committee of one from 
each State to fix upon the time and place of a National 
Convention for the nomination of national candidates. 
Of this committee Mr. Lewis was chairman. The cor- 
respondence thus laid upon him was very laborious, but 
he discharged his duty with satisfaction to most of the 
party. 

We close this chapter with a letter addressed to Lewis 
Tappan of New York:* 

* * * "You are right as to the religious feeling 
of the country, but how, my dear sir, are we to correct 
it, while the press, the pulpit, the literature, the politics, 
the wealth, all, all are united to resist and put doT^n every 
sentiment of civil and religious liberty ? Doctors C. and 
S. say the questions are settled ; Clay and Webster, Fill- 
more and Fish, Cass and Foote assume that all questions 
are settled, and the people are satisfied; when, in fact, 
efforts now, equal to such as men put forth four years 

« Bated August 1, 1851. 
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a^o, would shake the religious and political world more 
th.aix all former commotions. But, unfortunately, some 
of our men have gone over to the enemy, and are labor- 
ing to promote their broken parties in the delusive hope 
tb.at such parties can be reformed. Thus men lose their 
confidence in our political movement because so many 
fi.axning Liberty men and Free S oilers are worshiping 
false gods, and seeking to draw us away. I can not 
look at S. in the Democratic ranks in better light than 
S- in Whig ranks. But we must do something; a few 
are left that have not bowed the knee to Baal, and by so 
much as our number is reduced has it become the more 
important for the worshipers to be active, I am a dem- 
ocrat, but do not recognize the party recognizing Dick- 
inson, Cass and Douglas as democratic, nor can I know- 
ingly do aught that can help such a party into power. 
1 am ready to be offered, to spend and be spent in my 
Master's cause; but single-handed we are powerless for 
good, nor do I see any ebrdial feeling in favor of organ- 
ized efforts. 

'* With us there is an unaccountable holding back on 
the part of my sometime co-workers ; they are wiser than 
we, probably, but I feel restive under a sense of duty not , 
performed, while my habits incline me to rely on others 
to block out. Where, O, where is the feeling that ani- 
mated my fellow- workers in other days ?" 

The State election resulted in the success of Wood for 
Governor; the vote for Mr. Lewis was about seventeen 
thousand, being a gain of about three thousand over the 
Free Soil vote of the previous year. This, in the face 
of the defection of prominent Free Soil leaders, was an 
evidence of his personal popularity in the State, while 
the increased vote gave to the party great encouragement 
to hope for future success. We add the. following table. 
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giving the results of tlie different State elections for Qov- 
emor. The increase here exhibited shows the steady 
growth of the antislavery vote : 

In 1844, for King, the Tote wm •••• 8,411 

In 1846, for Lewis, " ** 10,797 

In 1848, no Free Soil candidftte 

In 1850, for Smith, the Tote was 13,747 

In 1861, for Lewifl, « « 16,914 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

FREE DEMOCRACY IN 1862. 

IN the latter part of November, 1851, Mr. Lewis, as 
Chairman of the National Committee, addressed let- 
ters to the different members asking their opinion and 
advice as to the proper time and place for the National 
Convention of the Free Soil party. With one exception, 
the Committee concurred in the belief that the action of 
the old parties would be such as to render independent 
nominations necessary. They were, for various reasons, 
unanimously of the opinion that the Convention should 
be held after those of the old parties. 

Unfortunately (in one sense) for Mr. Lewis, he was no 
politician, in the crafty and policy-serving interpretation 
of that term. When he saw, as was soon plainly to be 
seen, that there was a disposition in the Whig party to 
nominate General Scott, he could not understand, or, 
while he understood, could not appreciate, the pdicy of 
many Free Soilers, whom that nomination so governed 
as to lead them to oppose any distinct action by their 
own party. With Mr. Lewis, it was the triumph of the 
cause that was the moving, actuating principle. He 
cared not for men, except as the men truly and faith- 
fully represented the cause. He knew that nothing could 
secure to Greneral Scott the nomination of the Whig 
party but his evident avaUaMlUy. While, then, he cared 
not for availability, but only for principle, he could not 
join with such of his friends as were willing to co-oper- 
ate in the support of General Scott, or to withdraw all 
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opposition to his election. Hence, be engaged actively 
in secnring the largest possible attendance upon tbe Con- 
vention, wbicb, it was finally agreed, sbould be beld at 
Pittsburg. Tbe question of time still remained to be set- 
tled ; and tbougb Mr. Jjewis was willing to settle tbis 
point witbout reference to tbe old parties, be finally 
agreed to waive it for tbe present. 

In tbe meantime, bis own name was frequently men- 
tioned in various points for tbe nomination for tbe Vice- 
Presidency. To sncb a use of bis name be always ob- 
jected, and bad bis own wisbes been observed, it would 
never bave been brougbt before tbe Convention. But 
be bad many friends wbo were fully resolved to urge bis 
nomination, and wbo did not relinquisb tbeir efforts for 
tbat end. Mr. Lewis very often expressed bis conviction 
tbat be was not a suitable person to be tbe candidate, but 
insisted tbat tbe selection sbould be made from tbe West. 
As to tbe nominee for President, Mr. Hale was generally 
looked upon as tbe only one before tbe Convention. Tbe 
Obio Convention, wbicb met Februaiy lltb, appointed 
Samuel Lewis and Hon. Josbua E. Giddings tbe Btate 
delegates, and passed tbe following resolntion: ''Tbat 
witbout intending to embarrass tbe action of tbe Na- 
tional Convention, we express our preference at tbis time 
for Jobn P. Hale, of New Hampsbire, as our candidate 
for President, and Samuel Lewis, of Obio, as our candi- 
date for Vice-President of tbe United States.'* To sucb 
action Mr. Lewis bowed in submission, and let tbings 
take tbeir course. 

Tbe Compromise measures, and tbe willingness witb 
wbicb tbe national Congress submitted to any and every 
demand of tbe slave power, togetber witb tbe now appar- 
ent strife between tbe Hunker parties as to tbe extent of 
tbeir allegiance to tbat power, tbe firm resolution adopted 
to put a stop to all discussion of tbe slavery question. 
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liad at last fairly awakened the great heart of the North 
to the dangerous situation of their liberties, and the ball 
had fairly commenced to roll, which was soon to sweep 
the 'w^hole North from its ancient allegiance to slavery.. 
The infamous proceedings, that had disgraced the whole 

conntiy under the Fugitive- Slave Law had, borne their 

fruits. 

As Tve have not presented any of the views of Mr. 

Liei^is in regard to this same Fugitive Law, we insert the 

following letter addressed to Hon. Gerrit Smith, of New 

York : 

** I thank yon for a copy of your letter to Judge Spen- 
cer. Its arguments are unanswerable, and neither Mr. 
Bpencer or any other man of standing will attempt to 
refute your positions. They, the advdcates of the Fugi- 
tive Law, start out with the assumption that the Con- 
stitution requires such a law, that the perpetuity of the 
Union depends on its prompt execution, and that we 
derive all our privileges and prosperity from the Union ; 
and, arguing from these assumptions, infer the duty of 
obeying that most iniquitous and unconstitutional enact- 
ment ; nor will those men be driven into a discussion of 
the truth of their assumptions. 

** Let the state of New York carry out the consti- 
tutional compact, by an enactment regulating the pro- 
ceedings in cases where persons are claimed as fugitives 
from service, which is the proper mode of disposing of 
that question, and it would be a long time before Judge 
Spencer could find a jury that would apply that pro- 
vision to persons claimed as slaves. It is this convic- 
tion in the minds of slaveholders that juries would decide 
the question according to the well-settled rules of the 
common law, as understood when that Constitution was 
adopted, that urges them to trample upon all proper 
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constraotion of terms and application of principles, tliat 
Congress may so grossly usurp powers never given, and 
which, if ihen avowed, would have defeated the Consti- 
tution. But in spite of all the treachery to freedom that 
we witness in the politicians of Whig and Democratic 
parties, the rising spirit of liherty will up and out at no 
distant day. Wehster and Foote, with all that crowd the 
way that leads to death, may cry, ' Down, down !' hut 
the spirit can not he laid ; we see it like the covered fires 
of a volcano, showing itself here and there all over the 
land, while servile politicians, working to put out the fire, 
are only smothering the blaze that is heating the whole 
foundation ; so that when, at no distant d^y, the increas- 
ing heat drives these quieters away, this huming lava of 
freedom will pour itself out till its opponents may well 
cry out for the rocks and moimtains to hide them from 
an insulted and outraged people. I did not, however, 
take my pen to dwell on this subject, but to express to 
you my deep feeling of respect, for your many labors in 
the cause of Qod and humanity, and my strong personal 
regard for the substantial service you have rendered the 
great work in which you are engaged. . Heaven and earth 
may pass away, but God's truth will not pass away, the 
great truth of God's law, and its application to the a£fairs 
of men, as you advocate, will remain, when the enemies 
of God and humanity will be forgotten, or remembered 
only to be abhorred.'' 

In the spring of 1852, Mr. Lewis was urged on many 
sides to send out the call for the National Convention. 
His mind was harassed by the obstacles thrown in his 
way by many who, while no doubt friends of freedom, 
were anxious to delay matters till the summer. In this 
state of mind, desirous to do what was right, and yet 
distruslfol of his own judgment of the right course to 
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be adopted, he was wiUing to be goided by men upon 
ivbLom. he knew be conld depend as both prudent and true. 
The following letters* to Mr. Tappan will explain better 
to tlie reader bia anxiety in bebalf of union and troth : 

'^ I am pressed to send out the call or the appointment 
for the National Convention of the friends of freedom, 
while I am not certain that the time has come. Yon, no 
doubt, see all the advantages and disadvantages of a 
movement now, or a delay till the Whigs have fixed their 
appointment. Will yon look at the snbject-and tell me 
bow the third 'Wednesday in June will do ? A majority 
of the Committee have selected Pittsburg for the place, 
and proposed that a time should be fixed after the other 
nominations ; but it seems doubtful when the Whigs 
will convene, or if they will at all. I want to make our 
action conduce to the combination of all true friends of 
truth and freedom, but hardly have confidence in my own 
judgment. I am in correspondence with Messrs. Gid- 
dings and Bigelow, Washington City, and should be glad 
to have you make suggestions to them. I should be pre- 
pared to adopt such a call for the Convention as you and 
they will agree upon. It is my wish not only to do right, 
but to appear to do right and so disarm our enemies. 
Your call includes all ' who are opposed to the existence 
and extension of,' etc^ ' and in favor of abolishing the 
same by constitutional and appropriate measures.' Can 
you not suggest a change of phraseology so as to obviate 
all difficulties that may occur ? Bome (not our friends) 
may claim that they are opposed to its existence, while 
their action would only hold us back ; and would it not 
better answer our purpose to say : * in favor of abolish- 
ing the same wherever Congress has the power ;' or * in 

* Dated Febnutfy 11th, Hmj 2BUi, sod June etb, 1852. 
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fftvor of tuing all constitniional power of Congress to,' 
etc. I do wisli you and Mr. Bigelow would agree npon a 
form as soon as possible, and forward it to me. I find 
nearly all the Committee have anthorized me to affix their 
names to the call ; and it would be better to do so than to 
send it out with mv name, as Chairman. Much more 
than would appear at first sight, depends upon this form. 
We may mend or mar this great cause, and I tremble lest 
any act of mine should hinder its progress. 

'' It will not be misunderstood if I say that I rely more 
on your judgment in matters of this kind than any other 
man's." 

** Yours of the 20th is before me. I have taken coun- 
sel from all the Committee, and, as much latitude was 
left for my discretion, have consulted others that could be 
relied on. One point almost all agreed in — that was, that 
our Convention should come off after the others. Of 
course, we must delay till after the others were appointed. 
It was then too late to hold ours, in time, and secure a suffi- 
cient notice, every-where, of the time and place. July is 
harvest month in three-fourths of the states ; in a small 
portion, harvest extends into August ; but that portion is 
handy to Cleveland, and the people can attend cheaply 
and with but little loss of time. I would have had our 
nominations in this month irrespective of others, and 
irrespective of those who still hope by the nomination of 
Scott and Cass to find an apology for staying with their 
old parties ; but such was not the view taken by most of 
the Committee, or by very few of other correspondents. 

''I have no faith in the principles of any man who 
now stands ready to support either Scott, Cass, or any 
of that class of men ; and nothing but base hypocrisy 
can pretend that Scott or Cass are either of them less 
pledged for slavery than Fillmore or Buchanan. Still we 



SAMUEL LEWIB. 897 

axe to have , , , on the one side, with 

, and others, on the oth^r side, swearing 

before the people that these men, if nominated, will go 
for liberty ; while, at the present, these professed antislav- 
ery "Whigs and Democrats declare that if their conven- 
tions adopt the Fugitive Law as a finality they will act 
Tvitli ns. I don't believe them, but our friends insist that 
tliey shall have no apology for refusing, and so urge the 
time late enough to bring them all in. 

** Now, our course is to induce, as far as possible, every 
antislavery man to go up to our Convention, so as to 
secure the right action, and in no case to allow nominal 
antislavery men to assume the lead. We should at once 
consider the thing as fixed, and organize in all our states 
and districts, so as to make all needed arrangements for^a 
vigorous campaign. 

'* I may have erred, but be assured, my dear friend, that 
I have acted with a single eye to secure the most favor- 
able results to the cause of God, and humanitv. Can 
we not secure the co-operation of G. Smith V* 

"Yours, of the 2d, is just received, and I hasten to 
reply, that almost all the Committee required the Conven- 
tion to be held after the others, so that I had no option. 
My own opinion would have decided for an early day. I 
have, as you know, very little confidence in myself, and 
of course, sought the advice of the Committee. You and 
Judge Allen are the only ones who have proposed any 
thing in the shape of a call. Our antislavery friends are 
generally so tenacious of their own judgments, that it is 
difficult to reconcile them to any plan of action that does 
not conform to their several peculiar opinions in the 
smallest as well as the greatest matter ; and hence the dif- 
ficulty in arranging this business. Judge Allen has with 
him several members of the Committee to counsel, while 
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I have none with me to advise, and must depend on cor^ 
respondence entitely. And I think I have seen even from 
the active members of our Cleveland Convention a disposi- 
tion to go for Scott. I see that our position is extremelj 
critical, and am trying not to increase the repulsive influ- 
ence. I wrote to Jndge Allen last week that we must, 
after all, rely upon the self-sacrificing zeal of antislaveiy 
men ; and while it would he right to secure aid from others 
if possible, we must not repel that [the former] class. 
You may think me wrong, but I could not engage to go 
to Washington as was desired, and so forwarded your 
letter with Mr. Aarons', and some others, adding some of 
my own views, desiring him to consult you if possible, 
and then with the aid of the other members of the Com- 
q^itfcee there prepare the call, sign my name, and send it 
out as early as possible. They think it wrong to issue it 
till after the Whig nomination, and intend to send it 
out then immediately. I shall still try and get to Wash- 
ington, and hope you will go and meet Judge A., or at 
least correspond with him. I told him that you and Mr. 
Aarons were proper representatives of antislavery men, 
and what you were satisfied with they would approve. 

''I have written to G-. Smith, urging him to meet with 
us and try to reunite our scattered forces. Politicians are 
playing a game deeper than ever, and nothing but Divine 
Wisdom can conduct the cause of. liberty so as to secure 
any success. Do not, my dear brother, censure me too 
much for my timidity, nor allow my blunders to injure the 
cause. Go to Washington and give the proper aspect to 
our call, so as to secure the zealous co-operation of aD 
antislavery men, and may the Lord guide ns all in the 
way that will most conduce to success." 

In March, Mr. Lewis issued a circular, in which he sug- 
gested "to friends of freedom every-where, that they 
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proceed to hold their State and District Co&Tentions, 
nominate delegates; and take all the steps for secnring a 
full representation in the Convention, as if the call were 
already issned/' stating that this call only awaited the 
receipt of letters from the various members of the Com- 
mittee. He also urged "all editors concurring in this 
measTtre, that they keep the subject before their readers, 
till tlie regular call shall have been received by them. 
And let none of us ever forget," said he, in this circular, 
** tliat it is not particular men, but great principles, that 
Tvill invoke the support of patriots." 

In May, the State Convention of Maine followed the 
example of the Ohio Convention, and recommended the 
names of Hale and Lewis. 

Mr. Lewis finally wrote to several of the members of 
Congress at Washington City, and left it to them to draw 
np and issue the call, with authority to sign his name. 
This was done, and the call was issued in June, wherein 
** the friends of the principles declared at Buffalo, at the 
memorable Convention of August, 1848," were requested 
to assemble by their delegates, at Pittsburg, on the elev- 
enth of August. With regard to this phraseology, Mr. 
Lewis had written to a friend, and we prefer that he 
should represent himself on a point which gave offense 
to many of the stanchest opponents of slavery in the 
land. Mr. Tappan, of New York, and Mr. Le Moyne, 
of Pennsylvania, felt somewhat as if they were excluded 
by the call, which they insisted should have been issued 
to the "friends of freedom," and not to the "friends 
of the Buffalo Platform." Both, however, fully exoner- 
ated Mr. Lewis from all blame, the latter determining to 
attend the Convention, the former for the present declin- 
ing. Mr. Tappan was present, however, and together with 
Mr. Le Moyne and Gterrit Smith, had great influence over 
the assemblage. 
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" Yours, with inclosnres, of the 17th, lies before me, 
and while there is no man upon whose integrity and yvis- 
dom I rely as much as I would upon yours, I confess I 
can not see my way clear to adopt your suggestions as 
the case stands now. My view as to time has been over- 
ruled by the Convention. It could not, under my instruc- 
tions, have been before the other Conventions. 

"The peculiar wording of the call is not in my mind 
very important, so that it brings together those wliose 
sympathies flow in the great channel. When we assem- 
ble we can lay down such platform as the majority of 
delegates think best. I am willing, and prefer that yon 
should see my letters to Judge Allen, especially where I 
have spoken of yourself and friend Aarons, and the anti- 
slavery friends represented by you. He writes me that he 
is in correspondence with you, and I yet hope you and 
he will concur. ^ 

** I have here no opportunities to consult with those 
on whom I would rely, and knowing that several of the 
Committee were in Washington, I felt safe in giving them 
the authority that I have. I gave your views as you had 
given them to me, and desired them to correspond with 
you. The call is probably now out in the shape adopted 
by them. 

"The Buffalo Platform is defective in some points, and 
yet, as a whole, it may do as a gathering sentiment, to be 
modified hereafter as we desire. There is no danger of 
such a fraud as the former Buffalo meeting being prac- 
ticed again. Who could have doubted then the integrity 

of , and those like him, none of whom will be 

there now : for none but conscientious antislaverv men 
will meet us this year. 

**I do hope, my dear sir, that you and I will at least 
go up to that national convention of freedom's friends, 
and if the sentiments adopted for our guide are not 
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itpprovedy we can then act as a sense of duty may direct. 
So far as I am concerned, I would rather have adopted 
your form of call than to take the Buffalo Platform ; but 
do not, I repeat, expect that the adoption of either will 
make tlie least difference in the principles and measures 
that will be adopted there." 

"When the Convention met at Pittsburg, it was found 
that Mr. Hale had declined a nomination. The dele- 
gates, many of them, had instructions to nominate him 
witli or without his consent, and he was on the first ballot 
almost unanimously chosen as the standard-bearer of the 
** Free Democracy" for this campaign. 

When the Convention came to ballot for Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Julian, of Indiana, were nomi- 
nated. Twenty-three votes were scattering and the bal- 
ance were divided between these gentlemen. It was well 
miderstood that before the votes were announced Mr. 
Xiewis had the plurality, but as he had stated publicly that 
he did not wish the nomination, and could not accept it 
unless he received it upon the first ballot, a sufficient 
number of votes were changed to make the final count 
read thus, Julian one hundred and four, Lewis eighty- 
three. When this announcement was made, and it was 
known that another ballot was necessary, Mr. Lewis 
could no longer be restrained, but rose to his feet, and 
in a pertinent speech expressed his determination to with- 
draw his name. 

It is but proper to state that it had been the set pur- 
pose of some of the men who were willing to have their 
names among the Free Democracy, while their influence 
was with the supporters of General Scott, to crowd Mr. 
Lewis off the ticket ; and, a report was gotten up, which 
pretended that Mr. Hale would not serve as candidate 

with Mr. Lewis. This was not true, but it served men 

U 
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who could afford to stoop to such means of accomplish- 
ing unworthy ends. From any disputes upon such topics 
Mr. Lewis was entirely free. The result satisfied his aims, 
which were a free position among the rank and file of 
the hosts of freedom. He found no fault, and his own 
injunctions would prevent us from as full a narration of 
the events of the Convention as would otherwise he in our 
power to furnish. 

During the campaign he visited the states of Illinois 
and Wisconsin, in favor of the ticket, and addressed 
many large audiences of freemen, who were attracted in 
crowds hy the reputation of his eloquence and integrity, 
and who were satisfied hy their experience that neither of 
these need he exaggerated. The result of the campaign 
is well known, as giving a powerful impetus to the cause 
of liherty. 

After it was over, under date of Novemher the 3d, 
1852, Mr. Lewis thus wrote to Mr. Tappan : 

** There is one matter to which I will call your atten- 
tion. You see a portion of our antislavery men seek to 
make our movement a mere political or policy move, and 
shrink from the open and distinct avowal that Chris- 
tianity is the hasis of all our action, and political organ- 
ization only a means to concentrate and give effect to 
all our principles. We have seen the error of yielding 
the ground to these men, they prevailed at Buffalo and 
well-nigh ruined our cause, at least they kept it hack 
more than a decade-^they sought to control our Pitts- 
hurg Convention, hut were partially defeated, and now 
there seems a general agreement to keep up an agitation, 
election or no election, and press the antislavery cause 
for the sake of the cause independent of all extraneous 
influences. 

"The point, then, that I would press upon you and 
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tliose who look to yon, is that you should on no account 
leave any part of this field to he controlled hy influences 
-w^hich shut out the first great doctrine that God's law is 
supreme. It is equally important hereafter that we do 
not commit the hlunder that I did in yielding too much 
influence to those who only act with us as a last resort ; 
those who are always waiting for the action of parties 
whose rery materials render ihem irreformable. 

''It is convenient to a certain set of men to have an 
independent antislavery party to fall hack upon, when 
they can no longer act with their common allies, the 
Whig or Democratic parties, hut who hold themselves as 
memhers of the old parties, ready to co-operate with 
them whenever they can he allowed to share political 
honors. We can not henceforth yield to he influenced 
hy any except those who are willing to risk all for prin- 
ciple. Our Pittshurg Platform, though not perfect, is 
good, and let us adhere to it till another national con- 
vention shall make it hetter. If either of the old 
parties emhrace our views let them come to us ; it would 
form no argument why we should go to them. As well 
might H. W. Beecher, after convincing a numher of 
men of their terror, and inducing them to emhrace his 
doctrines, leave his Church and join them. He would 
of course say, 'If they agree with me, let them join 
themselves to my Church.' I press this hecause I 
think it vital to the integrity of our political action ; if 
men do not go with us, it is hecause they do not agree 
with us. 

'* Keeping such principles hefore us, it is my earnest 
wish that such men as yourself and Grerrit Smith should 
take such leading position as the friends of freedom 
every- where would assign you and join in our State and 
national conventions, so as to give tone to them, and 
keep out the mere policy influence. My peculiar position 
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at Pittsbnrg shut me out from any mddve part then ; it 
will never be so again. 

«We liaTe caUed Btate conTentions in most of our 
westem states, and I assure jon that I never saw more 
ground to Hope for ihe snccess of trath and justice than 
now. We have sifted ont most of the policy men, and 
eveiy voter in 1852 may be considered good as gold tried 
in the fire. But my letter is already too long, while it 
does not express all I would say." 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

FREE DEMOCRACY IN 1853. 

UPON the conclusion of the Presidential contest of 
1852, and tlie election of General Pierce, Mr. Lewis 
expressed to his family and friends his deliberate purpose 
to retire altogether from public life. His health was 
much impaired, and he already gave indications of the 
aggravations of that disease, which finally resulted in 
his death. He was now comfortably situated on the 
farm in Green Township, near the town of Cheviot, and 
such improvements were made as left nothing to be 
desired for comfort or enjoyment. Here he loved to busy 
himself with such duties and oversight as remained upon 
a farm mostly occupied by tenantry. The winter of 
1852-3 was thus employed. He frequently preached in 
the neighborhood meeting-houses, and with effect, assist- 
ing by his example and benevolence the society to which 
he belonged. 

His resolution to remain at home for the rest of his 
life was defeated by the well-meaning but mistaken kind- 
ness of his friends. The State Convention of the Free 
Democracy, which met at Columbus, January 13, 1853, 
resolved to nominate the long-tried champion of human 
rights as their candidate for Governor. He resisted the 
attempt, and at one time positively refused to allow his 
name to be used. When this latter fact became known 
to the Convention, his old friends gathered around him 
with entreaties that he would withdraw that determina- 
tion. He withstood stoutly, giving his reasons for the 
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same; that his healdi would not permit the labor and 
exposure of another campaign, he should sink under it, 
before his time, to his grave ; and that he had left 
home to attend the Convention, promising a member of 
his family, who was present, that he would not acoept 
any more nominations from any convention. Spalding, 
Root, Wade, and others met the former reason by offer- 
ing to conduct the canvass, and do the speaking, and to 
exonerate him almost entirely from such labors. Well 
would it have been for Mr. Lewis had they fully freed 
him from the fatigues of the canvass. His relative was 
surrounded by delegates and at last yielded to their 
entreaties a reluctant consent. Mr. Lewis then receiving 
the enthusiastic nomination of the Convention, warned 
them that he had met with them for the last time, 
encouraged them to put forth all their efforts for the 
cause, and by an earnest appeal, caused the tears of sym- 
pathy to flow from many eyes. 

** God bless you, father Lewis,*** said Judge Lee, as 
the tears flowed down his cheeks like rain, when ho 
grasped the hand of his old standard-bearer, in both 
of his own, ''God bless you, I believe we shall not fight 
this evil much longer ; let us fight all the harder !" 

The acceptance of this nomination by Mr. Lewis was 
no idle form. There were reasons, many and strong, 
why he should now use all the ability and strength he pos. 
sessed, in order to secure, if not the triumph, at least, the 
large increase of the Free Democracy. The principles of 
that party had taken deep root, and the party had grown 
to some slight stature, not only in the Western Reserve, 
but in other parts of the State. The scales were falling 
from the eyes of many of those who had voted with the 



*This wfts the title bj which Mr. Lewis was addressed by thounads of 
old Liberty men, some of them twenty yean older than himself. Judge 
Lee is since deceased. 
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old parties for the last time. Some of those who had 
passed over from the Free Soil ranks into the Democratic 
party had returned to the principles and ranks they 
liad left hehind them ; but others, who had been led by 
their spirit or example, had become so thoroughly linked 
into their new associations as to remain there, notwith- 
standing the avowed union of that party with the slavery 
power. On the other hand the Whig party was pretty 
well disorganized, and its members were at liberty to 
choose new associations. There was a strong disposi- 
tion in the broken remnant of that party to persist in 
political action, led more by the desire of defeating the 
Free Democracy, than by the hope of success. 

These, then, were the obstacles with which Mr. Lewis 
was compelled to contend; the lukewarm support of 
Free Democrats who still lusted for the associations of 
hunker Democracy, — the bitter opposition of that hunker 
Democracy itself, — ^the, if possible, still more bitter hos- 
tility of hunker Whigs, who preferred the unlimited 
success of their old foe to the triumph of the friends 
of freedom. The first-named class were very few in 
number, since such as would otherwise have naturally 
belonged to it, were wise enough to understand that the 
day of victory was at hand, when liberty should win the 
day, and her hosts should occupy the high places. The 
hunker Democracy were in the full possession of power 
and place, spoils which had been won by the sacrifice of 
truth, and justice, and freedom ; and they could not 
stand quietly while those principles which they had de- 
spised /or years p&st were demanding the attention and 
support of men with a pertinacity and power that could 
not be resisted. Especially were they arrayed against 
Mr. Lewis, whose integrity and firmness had always dis- 
appointed mere politicians, and whose nobleness of char- 
acter shamed their submission to the power of slavery. 
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It is a fact wMch we do not besitate to pnt on recotd, 
that men of any party, who allowed devotion to party or 
desire for ofBce to rule them, had bnt little concert with 
the snbject of onr memoir, whose sympathies and judg- 
ment combined to make him a servant of the whole 
people. 

On the other hand, the remnant of the Whig party, 
despairing of office or place under that organization 
which had just expired, were extremely unwilling that 
the reins of power should descend to that band of true 
men, which they always despised, as having, according 
to their charge, defeated their favorite candidate, Mr. 
Clay, in the canvass of 1848. The charge itself was 
unjustly made by the old leaders of that party, but their 
followers and sympathizers believed it, and were conse- 
quently enlisted in any scheme that would promise to 
defeat one of those old Liberty men. 

Thus opposed, there were many who crowded into the 
hosts of freedom, and rallied around Mr. Lewis, with 
a devotion and zeal that we have never seen equaled in 
the history of the State. His fidelity to the cause of 
morality, and unhesitating advocacy of the cause of tem- 
perance, — ^his integrity as a Christian and his honorable 
standing as a man, — ^his long-continued and valuable 
services as a friend of education, and of the education 
of the children of all the people of the 8tate, — ^his con- 
sistency and self-sacrificing zeal in behalf of liberty, and 
his proverbial readiness to labor for the good of his fel- 
low-man, — ^these and like causes brought to him conetant 
calls for his eloquence, and called together the largest 
assemblages that had ever gathered in Ohio, to listen to 
his arguments and appeals against despotism and in be- 
half of the truths most allied to the interests of humanity. 
Many of the German citizens, who refused to act with 
the Democracy refused to support Mr. Lewis, because of 
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his advocacy of the cause of temperance, and some were 
anxious he should not appear in the question. The pol- 
icy of the mere politician would have led to the shirk- 
ing of the question or a faintness of pleading in its 
behalf. But to his honor, we are proud to record, that 
He never failed in such an hour of temptation. Had he 
been striving merely for earthly position, he might have 
consented to prove false to his integrity, and to his entire 
past history. But he strove for a crown that men could 
not hestow, and acknowledged his fealty to a higher law 
of a Most High God. And in the end, very many of 
those Germans, who were in fact opposed to the temper- 
ance cause, did themselves the honor to cast their votes 
for a man who would not deny his principles in order to 
secure their favor and support. 

Of the history of the canvass of 1853, in Ohio, we 
may hriefly say, that Mr. Lewis never before labored so 
diligently, traveled so constantly, and performed so much, 
except in his first year as Superintendent of Common 
Schools. Many of the speakers of the party were out, 
and a vast amount of work was done, but no labors 
of others acquitted him of the task he had voluntarily 
assumed. His travels covered the greater portion of the 
State, and wherever he went, he was compelled to speak. 

In May of this year, Mr. Lewis presided over the Anti- 
slavery Convention at Cincinnati, where he sigpialized 
himself by the promptness and energy with which he 
defended Christianity against the assumptions of all who 
dared to charge it with the crime of slavery. Mr. Gar- 
rison's position on the broad question of the Church and 
slavery is well known. This position Mr. Lewis could 
not support, and he took occasion to vindicate himself 
and his associates from the charge of inconsistency which 
Mr. Garrison knows so well how to ring against them. 

His vindication was thought to be successful, independ- 

85 
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ent of the plea he took the occasion to offer in favor of 
Christianity as the foundation of every scheme tliat was 
at all likely to benefit humanity. 

In July, he attended the Commencement exercises of 
the Wesleyan University, at Delaware, Ohio, where he 
had been invited to address one of the literary societies 
of that institution. The subject chosen was " A review 
of the causes which led to the exclusion of James the 
Second from the throne of England, and the establish- 
ment of William and Mary over that realm." Parts 
of this lecture had been once before delivered in Cincin- 
nati, before the Mechanics' Institute of that city. He, 
however, had carefully remodeled it, and it met, on this 
occasion, with deserved approbation. We would gladly 
insert the whole of the lecture, believing that it is as 
instructive as interesting, but the limits of this volume 
forbid. We shall insert, however, one paragraph which 
excited the attention, as well as aroused the smiles of the 
audience, as portraying under a figure, a fact that already 
existed. 

''Let us pause tp comprehend exactly what the people 
of England complained of. We have just said that the 
odious laws were not always considered illegal ; the na- 
tion was divided between two parties, one of which con- 
tended in favor of the prerogatives of Government, and 
that it was unlawful and wicked to oppose what the court 
might decide upon as legal government. This party in- 
cluded the leaders of the Catholic and the State Church 
parties, together with those who held or expected to hold 
office under them. The other party held that there were 
great principles of human liberty, the violation of which 
could be justified by no precedent, usage, or expediency ; 
and that the people were the final judges, with the right 
to use such means as they possessed to set aside wicked 
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and oppressive laws, and secure just and righteoTis 
laws. 

"To make this matter more familiar, and to realize 
fully the condition of Englishmen at that period, we 
must suppose in our country the following condition and 
action of parties, remembering that the King of England 
is her constitutional executive officer, the Lords and Com- 
mons representing our Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, and that their laws are just as binding on them as 
ours on us. 

« 

*' Suppose our Government to be in the hands of men 
hostile to human liberty and progress, while political 
leaders and seekers of office, with prominent Churchmen, 
are divided between two great political parties ; each of 
which strive for the mastery, as between each other, but 
on all questions involving human rights they unite against 
the law of God and the liberty of man ; both parties con- 
forming to a powerful hierarchy which spreads through 
both of these strong bodies, and controls both by its 
peremptory demand of strict conformity to its despotic 
measures as the price of its support. Suppose then, that 
Government should proceed to pass the most unjust, 
unconstitutional, and despotic laws ; and, because the 
ordinary courts could not be relied upon to execute such 
laws, that new tribunals of commissioners are created, 
with extraordinary powers to proceed summarily, without 
jury trial, and supremely, without appeal, against all 
offenders ; and that these courts of commissioners have 
unusual and unconstitutional powers, and pecuniary in- 
ducements to decide against liberty, and in favor of des- 
potism ; and then, to make the likeness complete, that 
every man who complained of, and peaceably opposed 
such laws, is denounced as a traitor, an enemy to the 
country, a promoter of civil war ; and that every one of 
the many thousand officers of the Government, and the 
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seekers of office, and the leaders of the two great parties, 
engaged in justifying such laws, and in urging the people 
to be content — ^beeause the law-officer of Government bad 
decided the law to be constitutional. In such cases, mj 
friends, in our country, we should no longer be ander 
obligation to resort to arms and ciyil war. Thanks to 
the heroes of 1688, and to the fathers of our own Eevolu- 
tion, we have the all-powerful ballot-box. And, now, 
suppose that we should esteem it our duty to use the 
ballot, and thereby so change the law-makers and ad- 
ministrators as to efifect the repeal of such obnoxious 
laws ; and, while we were doing this, that we should 
submit peaceably to all penalties imposed for doing what 
would plainly be our duty, or for refraining from what is 
plainly violative of the laws of God and the rights of 
man. And, as the common law furnishes very many 
modes of protecting the innocent and hindering or delay- 
ing the execution of bad laws, suppose that we should 
resort to every lawfxd means to sustain our rights and the 
liberties of our country ; while we ^ould lose no oppor- 
tunity, in public or private, peaceably to expose the 
odious features of such bad laws, and break down their 
influence. In doing these things, we should exhibit the 
same firmness and produce the same results that the mass 
of the people did in the Revolution to which we are now 
referring." 

At the time that Mr. Lewis was visiting Delaware, the 
Trustees were prepared to dedicate the new Chapel that had 
just been erected for the University. Quite a crowd were 
present to witness the ceremony. Bishop T. A. Morris 
preached the dedicatory sermoa, after which a collec- 
tion, which was introduced by a speech from Be v. J. M. 
Trimble, was lifted to make up the balance of the debt due 
upon the building, about 93,000. About 91,600 were 
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collected. This left a balance of aboat $1,400, wbich 
was necessary to be raised during the exercises if possible. 
In the afternoon, Professor H. Johnson delivered an 
able address, after which it was arranged that another 
attempt should be made for a collection. A general 
desire was expressed that Mr. Lewis should attend to it, 
to which he agreed, with some reluctance. After appeal- 
ing to them in behalf of the object before them for a few 
minutes, he suddenly interrupted himself ; " * But why, 
some one will say, do you not set the example, by a 
liberal donation, on your own part?' Well, I don't 
know why, unless it is that I am always expected to give 
to causes that are unpopular, and do not possess the con- 
fidence of the public, as does the one now before us. I 
have always had the good fortune or bad fortune, which- 
ever it is, to be on the unpopular side. Causes that are 
popular do not need such urgent solicitations as mine 
have needed. Many years ago, I remember, I was a tem- 
perance man, when few dared to acknowledge themselves 
on that side of the question. These few were compelled 
to labor, and strive, and contribute liberally in order to 
push the cause up hill into the confidence of the people. 
When we got it up to the top of the hill, it went itself y 
and needed no pushing. Thousands then were ready to 
contribute and work in behalf of temperance, and the old 
few were suffered to stand back. Then again, I belonged 
to the few who, amid abuse and scorn, espoused the cause 
of the education of the whole people. We had to endure 
the threats of the interested, the craftiness of the dema- 
gogue, the mistaken opposition of many of the people, 
led astray by the misrepresentations of our opponents, 
and it required the labors and expenditures of years to 
secure the cause we advocated such a lodgment in the 
hearts of the public as could not be shaken. Why, I 
remember, that when I resigned my office as Superin- 
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tendent, I burnt not less than two Imndred letters, filled 
with personal abuse, and tlireat4s against my course in vin- 
dicating the cause of the poor, and redeeming thousands of 
dollars which were in danger by the mismanagement of 
those to whom the funds of the poor had been intrusted. 

'* Well, all of these things cost us a yast amount of 
money, but we pushed the car along till it also got to 
the top of the hill, when thousands of men by a rapid 
process well known to the followers of public opinion 
wheeled about, and now we were not needed to push it 
along. It went itself.'^ 

" And, now, you know, I am engaged in another very- 
unpopular cause, to which few have been found who were 
willing to contribute liberally. It takes a great deal of 
hard work, and a great deal of money, and a great deal 
of time ; and some of us are called on, about as often as 
is convenient, to help the good cause along. My pocket 
is kept pretty well exhausted. But never mind ; I have 
seen for some time past that it is fast getting up to the 
top of the hill, and the time is soon coming when it will 
not need our pushing. The masses of the people are 
coming over to help us push, and it wiU soon go itself.'* 

Here the speaker was interrupted by a general, and 
simultaneous burst of applause. Some even went so far 
as to shout out, while the canes and feet rattled on the 
floor, and the hands made loud replies. The people were 
ready to contribute now, when a worthy gentleman near 
the stand arose hastily and cried out at the top of his 
voice, "Mr. Chairman, I insist against such desecration 
of the house of God. I hope this disturbance will be put 
a stop to." This only increased the uproar, as most of 
those present well understood the meaning of the speech. 

* By this time, the excitement of the audience was intense, and clap- 
pings and applause indicated their satisfaction with the speaker. 
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Mr. Lewis disclaimed, of course, any intention of disturb- 
ance, and offering a liberal, donation for himself, called 
for the subscriptions of the audience, when the entire 
"balance was speedily made up. 

One secret of the success of Mr. Lewis in this canvass 
was, that he stood above the shafts of personal hostility ; 
they could not reach him, and he was every- where received 
in a friendly manner, irrespective of the predilections of 
party. He possessed the liveliness of early manhood, as 
well as the wisdom and eloquence of age. His head was 
already touched by the frosts of the winter of life, though 
he was only beginning to descend into the valley of old 
age. Personal or selfish motives were not, and could not 
be, imputed to any of his acts ; and his fearless inde- 
pendence claimed the respect that was granted him by all. 
His dark eyes flashed with the convictions of his own soul, 
as he impressed these convictions into those who listened 
as he looked into, rather than at them. Many a heart 
responded to the noble sentiments he uttered for liberty ; 
many an eye was bedewed with tears of pity at his elo- 
quent recital of the wrongs of the slave ; many a hitherto 
careless one was made to feel his own responsibility for 
the mismanagement of the government ; and many a 
hearty laugh responded to his faithful description of the 
absurdities committed by that government in its support 
of the slave power. 

The result of this canvass, his last, is shown in a brief 
paragraph, that will give powerful evidence of his personal 
popularity in the State. His vote for Governor reached 
to the number of 50,346 ; while the average vote of the 
balance of the ticket was but 34,435. It was a compli- 
ment that was richly deserved, and that indicated his 
claims to the respect of even the politicians who followed 
popularity as they would their destiny. It placed him in 
a new light, even in the State of Ohio. 
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He had, howeyer, fairly broken down before the elec- 
tion» and continued in the field, speaking and traveling 
when he would have been benefited by retirement. When 
it was over, he retired to his home, satisfied with the 
result, seeing that the triumph of his old principles in 
Ohio was not very far off, and convinced of his own fail> 
ing condition. His resolution kept him up to the last, but 

4 

when the excitement was past, he sank under the fatigue 
of his labors, and resigned himself to approaching death. 



SAMUSIi LEWIS. 417 



CHAPTER XXX. 

THS CLOSE OF LIFE. 

¥E intimated in the close of the preceding chapter 
that the health of Mr. Lewis gave way in the spring 
of 1853. We may add that he never saw a day of good 
health after the first day of November of that year. He 
seemed conscious that his days were numbered. He spent 
his time alternately in a sick bed, and in making his 
arrangements of business in view of death. He spoke, 
we believe, but once in public, and that was on the occa- 
sion of the funeral sermon referred to in an earlier part of 
this volume, when he was compelled to pause before he 
was through his sermon, by the profuse spitting of blood. 
He returned home from the church, on this occasion, sad 
but resigned, believing that it was his last performance of 
public duty. 

His own business required but little preparation. Hav- 
ing always had an abhorrence of debt, he owed no man 
anything. And he had, several years previous, given to 
the several members of his family, the portions of his 
estate that he wished them to inherit. So far as these 
things were concerned, then, he was soon at ease. The 
subject of his religious stat^ was one that occupied much 
of his attention, and a large portion of his time was spent 
in the reading of the Bible and prayer, and in self- 
examination. He conversed with the writer often upon 
this subject, and expressed his satisfaction in view of the 
atonement of Chri3t, but made known also his fears that 
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he had spent too much of his time and care upon himself. 
He wai the only man who ever thought of making stich a 
charge. All men gave him credit for disinterestedness. 

He spent the winter and spring in much suffering, 
which was almost nnintemipted, its severity rapidly ex- 
hausting his physical energies. But it could not exhaust 
his philanthropy. In April, 1854, he visited the city, in 
order to attend the Antislavery Convention, but was un- 
able to reach its place of assembly. This was the last 
visit he made to Cincinnati. He returned to his farm, 
when his strength rapidly declined. He found time to 
write the following letter to the Northern Christian Ad- 
vocate, which we present the reader as his last voice to 
his fellow-men in behalf of humanity : 

"WHERE IS THE RESPONSIBILITY? 

"Brother Hosmer, — ^I noticed in your paper, some 
severe remarks against Virginia and her laws, because a 
Mrs. Douglass was fined and imprisoned for teaching 
some colored children to read the Bible — to spell the 
name of the Redeemer. That was bad enough, even for 
a slave State ; but there are mitigating circumstances in 
that case. There, all political parties, all literary writers^ 
religious and political presses, religious organizations, 
schools and colleges, concur in the belief that slavery, if 
not originally right, is right now, and must remain, an 
unquestioned part of their civil and social system. They 
do but act up to their principles. If slavery is to re- 
main, their most stringent laws must be made more 
stringent ; for, in no other way can they retain such an 
abominable system. 

"Why, then, reproach the slave States, when your 
weekly readers, members of all religious Churches, and 
especially, when many thousand male members of our 
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own Church, are far more guilty before God and man, 
for the sin of slavery, than are the men of Virginia ? 

"Do you question my assertion? God has given 
Americans the power, and holds them to the responsi- 
bility of governing this great nation. Each and every 
male member of our Church, twenty-one years of age, is 
a ruler, and by his vote indicates the laws he desires should 
govern. The laws of every country exhibit the religion 
of the rulers of that country. Our laws do this clearly. 
It was not Mr. Fillmore, and it is not Mr. Pierce that 
governs this nation. It is the people that place these men 
in ofi&ce that are really the rulers of the land. These men 
in office are as good as the electors will allow them to be ; 
they have acted, and do act, upon the principles that 
bring them into power. Both officers and people in every 
land, and especially in ours, are as good as the prevailing 
religion will allow. Nor is any excuse here, that one 
vote can not rule ; the whole is made of ones, and each 
voter is as positively responsible before God, for all the 
good or evil doctrines of legislation of the man or men, 
party or parties, voted for, as if that individual voter 
were supreme dictator of the nation. 

*' God does not judge Americans by parties, but as 
individuals. In Austria or Russia men can not be held 
to such an account, for no such talents are there intrusted 
to the people ; but Americans are hereditary rulers, and 
responsible for the rule. 

** Here, then, in the free States, and with one hundred 
thousand voting Methodists, where our religion, our 
presses, our schools, our ministers, our literary writers, 
and our political parties all agree that slavery is vrrong^ 
what have we done ? 

' ** Fifteen years ago slavery was bounded by Louisiana, 
Arkansas, and Missouri. All of that lovely land north, 
south, and west of these states was dedicated to freedom. 
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An attempt had been made to establisli slavery in Texas ; 
but even there it was well, known slavery would cease, if 
American money and soldiers did not defend it. Every 
far-sighted statesman saw that Texas, New Mexico, and 
California, must, at an early day, be attached to our 
Government, and that, at no distant period, the whole 
of Mexico must follow the same course. Nor was it to 
be regretted. Under our wise form of government, 
one hundred states can live together as well as thirteen, 
if the central power can be put back, and kept within 
constitutional limits. 

"Behold, then, territory (even before annexation,) for 
twenty states like Ohio, and as much more recently an- 
nexed, and still more to come in. What an opportunity 
for Protestants to have established an empire of freedom 
for man, and the true worship of God ! 

*i Behold, in that case, millions of emigrants from the 
old world, joining with the increasing multitudes from the 
older states, spreading over that favored land, with Bibles, 
preachers, temples, schools, arts, sciences, industry, and all 
that marks a great, a pious, a prosperous and happy peo- 
ple ; and such it might have been, if only Methodist voters 
had so willed, and that without violating any right. 

" But look at the picture now presented. Texas, cursed 
with perpetual slavery, under our protection ; New Mex- 
ico and Utah thrown open to slavery, and slaves now 
there ; other territory purchased and opened to slavery ; 
and as if nothing should be left undone to crush our 
Christianity and liberty, we are about to remove the bar- 
riers erected in 1820, and invite, by special legislation, 
slavery into all our territories of Nebraska, Kansas, etc.; 
and all this by the aid of Methodist votes. If, then, it 
be a crime for Virginia to imprison a lady for teaching 
children to read the Bible where slavery has existed for 
two hundred years, how much more wrong is it for Meth- 
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odistB of Ohio and New York to estahUsh elayery in terri- 
tory large enongh to make forty states like New York ! 
And over all that fair land, to make it penal to learn to 
read the Bible I For remember, that with slavery mnst 
go ignorance, licentiousness, disregard of conjngal and 
parental relations, and a thousand other evils. 

" Turn, then, brother editor, from upbraiding Virginia, 
and place the blame where it belongs, even in the free 
States, and in many members of the Protestant Churches 
within the free States, and of our own Church in com- 
mon with others. 

'* Do not think me an enemy of the Church. Forty- 
six out of fifty -five years of my life have been spent in 
the Church, and to remain in her I have endured very 
severe trials ; but we should look the facts in the face, if 
we would avoid the evils of the past. 

** It may not be profitable, now, to call up the official 
acts of our General and annual conferences, against abo- 
litionism and its discussion. As a Church and as Chris- 
tians, we may let bygones be by-gones. We have 
differed much. Slaveholders having a foothold in our 
Church, exerted a powerful and harmful influence, even 
over those of our members and ministers who never in- 
tended to uphold slavery. From our present stand-point 
we may review the past, and survey the present with ref 
erence to the future, 

"We have erred in assuming that Christianity had 
nothing to do with questions connected with politics. 
If all, or a majority of the voters in a state, join and 
enact a law that defrauds a part of the people, it is just 
as sinful for each voter, as if one voter, by force or injus- 
tice, defrauded an individual. We can not, and should 
not, by political action, seek to enfor<;e the tenets or 
forms of any sect or religious body, but this principle 
will not excuse us for such poHtioal action as operates. 
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either by command or permission, unjustly upon our 
fellow-men. All those upon whom our laws operate, 
have a just claim upon us that no wrong or injustice 
shall be done them, and especially the weakest, and those 
unable to protect themselves, have a just claim to efficient 
protective laws. 

"This principle runs through all our political meas- 
ures. We become individually responsible for war waged 
by our country, unless we use our moral and political 
influence against it. We may wage war wrongfully, as 
a nation. If we do so, no national or party pride can 
justify us in countenancing such war. We may refuse, 
in the State, to pass laws protecting from intemperance, 
but such refusal makes every voter so refusing, guilty of 
all the evils of intemperance that might have been pre- 
vented. We may, as a nation, repeal the Missouri Com- 
promise, and so open that extensive and fruitful land to 
slavery, but every man who votes for that measure, or 
adhei*es to any party that in part or in whole supports such, 
repeal, becomes individually guilty before G-od for all the 
evils that follow that act. 

" No Christian is prepared to meet God, and answer 
for cursing twenty States with slavery, for shutting out 
the Bible, blotting out the parental and conjugal relation, 
encouraging licentiousness, selling men, women and chil- 
dren, and brutifying the beings for whom Christ died, if it 
could be pressed to his individual act ; but it has been the 
successful policy to sink the individual responsibility in 
the party action. 

" Let it not be said that I advise resistance by force. 
I do no such thing. We must submit to all the injustice 
of wicked laws, and not sin, provided we are using all the 
means in our power to secure the repeal of such laws. 

" Now, had our ministers, and Conferences, and presses, 
preached the whole Gospel, enforcing what, in every rela- 
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tion of life, forms a part of Christian duty ; had our pecu- 
liar duties in a fr^ country been enforced, including our 
political duty and responsibility — ^had they laid open to 
public gaze the sophisms that distinguish between moral 
and political duty — all our members and congregations 
would have been deeply imbued with antislavery senti- 
ment. They would have felt their personal responsibility, 
and when their several political parties demanded their 
support in cursing Texas, New Mexico and Utah, with 
slavery, they would have indignantly recoUed from such 
crimes. When required to support that most barbarous 
fugitive act, they would have given their bodies to be 
burned, before obeying it ; and when the columns of their 
parent press were desecrated with a eulogy on a bold 
slave catcher, who met his death in an infamous attempt 
to kidnap his fellow-man into slavery, they would have 
expressed such disapprobation as would forever prevent 
the recurrence of such offenses against decency, not to say 
against Christianity. They would have demanded, with 
one voice, the repeal of the acts of Congress establishing 
slavery at the capital of our country, and regulating and 
protecting the coast-wise slave trade. They would not 
have allowed slaves to have been carried by our national 
vessels, nor slavery to be maintained in our navy-yards 
and arsenals ; nor would they have allowed slaves to be 
seized on execution, and sold, by virtue of laws of Con- 
gress, on process from United States Courts. They would 
long since have demanded that slavery should be dena- 
tionalized, and driven back to the slave States, where we 
have no political responsibility, though our moral respon- 
sibility would reach even there. 

'' Had all the ministers, and Conferences, and presses 
of our Church thus done their duty, those bold conspira- 
tors against God and man, who now seek to curse Ne- 
braska and Kansas with slavery, would never have dared 
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to bring forwrard snch a proposMon. Eren if it had been 
brought forward, it would have been met with such a nni- 
yersal indignation as wonid hare made the conspirators 
seek to hide themselves wheresoeyer thej conld, against 
the holy indignation of a God-fearing and hnmanity- 
loving people. 

" Such would have been some of the results that would 
have followed a fall and candid exhibition of what was, 
fifty years ago, Methodist antislavery doctrine. And if a 
departure from Wesleyan simplicity has left slavery to 
spread over so large a portion of our country, and made 
it the paramount object and work of our Government, till 
now it boldly proposes to repeal free laws of thirty -three 
years' standing, so as to open up every foot of territory to 
slavery, what, I ask, does it become us to do ? 

** But my article is already too long to be extended by 
answering this question. The topics herein discussed will 
suggest answers to your readers, and if my health, now 
extremely feeble, should return, I may trespass on yon 
again. In the meantime, let us see to it, while we are 
sending the Bible and missionaries to other lands, that we 
do not make more heathen and heathen land at home, 
than we rescue from heathenism abroad. 

** God has given our Church a mission. May he not, 
as in the case of the Jews, deprive us of that mission, and 
leave us to mourn our unfaithfulness, is the prayer of 

" An Old Methodist." 

Ris disease was already pronounced incurable. Soon 
after this was announced to him, Bev. H. Bushnell, of 
Cincinnati, came to visit him. During their conversa- 
tion, Mr. Lewis observed to his friend, " I am now under 
sentence of death. I may live six months, and I may not 
survive as many weeks, or even days. From my child- 
hood I have been a professed Christian, for many years a 
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minister of the Gospel, and for a long time have been 
engaged in philanthropic and benevolent efforts. £nt it 
is one thing to profess Christ and engage actively in 
religious duties, and quite another to appear at the bar 
of G-od. Doubtless, selfishness, pride and ambition have 
mingled in my work ; and, though I might gather hope 
from my past experience, I rww need the assurance of 
faith, and the witaess of the Holy Spirit that I am bom 
of God. You will assist me in this work of self-examin- 
ation without flattery, and deal with me faithfully as you 
would with a sinner in the jail or hospital. Deal with 
me faithfully I beg of you." The man he addressed could 
answer his request, and he entered into his wishes, and 
did not leave him till they both were perfectly satisfied 
of his preparation for death, and for eternity. 

In the latter part of •June he was seized with an attack 
of bilious-typhoid fever, aggravated if not induced by his 
chronic disease. Under its influence he was so much pros- 
trated that he did not enjoy many rational hours during 
the rest of his life. In one of these hours, Mr. Bushnell 
came again to see him. As he approached the bed-side 
of the dying man, the latter turned upon him his eye of 
affection and confidence, uttering but a few words ; they 
were these : " My friend, all is peace." Tears of grati- 
tude and thanksgiving to God flowed from the eyes of 
both. Mr. Lewis loved to converse of religion and its 
hopes when his mind was at rest, and always gave clear 
evidence of his readiness to depart and be with Christ. 

His sufferings were intense, and gradually subdued the 

vital powers of a still strong constitution, till on the 

morning of the 28th of July, he sank quietly into the 

arms of death, leaving a family filled with sorrow to 

mourn as good a father, as affectionate a husband, and as 

true a man, as ever presided over a family circle, or 

labored for the good of his fellow-man. 

36 
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We can add no more, but submit the following to the 
reader as evidence of the esteem in which he was held by 
those with whom he labored. 

"sztiaot veox the minutxs of ths f&ocxedings of ths 
'union bqabd of hiqh schools/ 

'* Dbgsmbeb 4th, 1854. — ^Mr. King, of the committee 
appointed to prepare resolutions expressing the senti- 
ments of the Board on the virtues and valuable services 
of its late President, Samuel Lewis, Esq., offered the fol- 
lowing, namely : 

*' The decease of Samuel Lewis, Esq., late member of 
this Board and President from its foundation, having 
been announced, and this Board; having, in common with 
his friends and fellow-citizens, a deep sense of the grati- 
tude and veneration which are due to his memory, and 
desiring to leave an enduring tribute to the good name 
and works of one whose strength and purity of character 
and mind, whose love for, and firm resolve to elevate his 
fellow-men were such as are but rarely given to man, 
and are a noble incentive and guide to those who shall 
succeed him, now inscribe this Memorial of him upon 
their journals. To him the State is much indebted for a 
new era in her Common Schools, and for invaluable serv- 
ices in that department to her highest councils. And 
amid the toils and distractions of a very active life, he 
was chiefly instrumental not only in advising and induc- 
ing the rich endowment created by Mr. Woodward for the 
cause of education and erecting the Woodward College, 
but he continued with constant zeal to foster it, as well 
as that other honorable endowment bequeathed by Mr. 
Hughes for free schools; watching over their disposal, 
preservation, and enhancement ; till at length, when the 
opportunity was ripe for bestowing upon these trusts their 
noblest ends, he lent the whole of his zeal and talents to 
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effect that union with the Woodward and Hughes funds 
with the Public School system, . which has opened free 
and common to every child of Cincinnati the way to a 
high and liberal education. Thus through all his career 
he labored in the foremost rank of the friends of universal 
education, and died worthy of the public honor which 
he wore. Therefore, 

" Resolved, That the death of our President has not 
merely deprived this Board of one of its foremost and 
most valued members, but has taken away from the great 
cause of free education, an advocate and ornament who 
was second to none in its roll of distinguished names, 
and that we thus record these sentiments in the hope that 
such an example may not die, but live to incite others to 
* go and do likewise.' 

." Resolved y That a copy of the memorial be transmitted 
to the family of Mr. Lewis, as an expression of our sin- 
cere condolence in their affliction, and that it be entered 
upon the minutes of the Board, and published in the next 
annual Beport of the Schools. 

*' Which was read and unanimously adopted." 



tt 



DEATH OF SAMUEL LEWIS. 



'* Little or nothing can be added to the expressions of 
regard and regret, which have been heard on all sides at 
the death of this distinguished man. His fall, by com- 
mon consent, was that of a chieftain. He was one whom 
God had liberally endowed with those noble qualities 
which fit one to sway and direct the minds of others. 

*'In native power he ranked among the most gifted 
men of our country, and with a similar training, and 
equal aid from external circumstances, he would have 
stood by the side of Webster, Clay, Calhoun, and Benton, 
their not unworthy compeer. -We write thus deliberately. 
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having heard them all, and with frequent opportunities in 
public and in private of studying Mr. Lewis's mental 
characteristics. 

" He possessed in a remarkable degree, and in- most 
happy combinations the gifts that form the popular orator, 
and could those powers have received the perfect culture 
which is imparted by classical study, and thorough pro- 
fessional discipline, he would have reached those bights 
which only here and there one in an age is permitted to 
tread. As it was, he was the idol of the. people, and was 
able as no other man has been, here^ to roll back the tides 
of opposition which dash round and against an unpopular 
cause. 

" He stood undaunted, a leader that quailed not either 
at assault, reproaches or scorn. He was the friend of 
freedom, when freedom's friends were hooted at and de- 
spised. He was the uncompromising opposer of slavery 
when servile obeisance to the slave power was the infatua- 
tion of the hour, and the only condition of popularity and 
political success. He labored long, earnestly and suc- 
cessfully in the cause of popular education, and the Com- 
mon School system of Ohio owes very much of its life 
and present efficiency to him. He stood among the peo- 
ple, one of them, loving and beloved, the champion of 
their rights, watchful for their elevation and happiness. 

" He was undervalued by the majority, because the 
chieftain of an unpopular cause, whom interested politi- 
cians and presses must cry down as an abolitionist, and 
he fell, scarcely beyond the prime of manhood, the victim 
of over exertion in a righteous cause. 

''In a long and sad conversation with him not many 
weeks before his death, he solemnly charged the writer 
of this to defend him when dead, if any attempt should 
be made to attribute his devotion to freedom to a weak- 
ness of his character. He seemed to fear that an attempt 
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would be made to place it before the public as an amiable 
but misguided enthusiasm, and he desired it to be pub- 
lished abroad that his course was the dictate of his most 
deliberate judgment, the result of deep religious convic- 
tions. In this conversation also, there was a point of 
higher interest. He turned a searching eye within, and 
reviewing the exciting scenes of his life, he inquired with 
deep solemnity concerning the motives by which he had 
been guided, "fiis spirit went forward to anticipate the 
scrutiny of the judgment scene, he strove to throw the 
revealing light of Eternity over his labors and conflicts 
here, that he might know their real character. He saw 
and felt his deficiencies in the sight of a Holy God, and 
placed his confidence in Jesus Christ alone. 

" He knew then that he must shortly die, but neither 
thought that it was the final meeting and parting for 
earth ; but we remember Samuel Lewis as we saw him 
then, alone in his chamber, the suffering, humble and 
confiding Christian, with more satisfaction than as the 
gifted orator swaying the multitude by his eloquence. " 



THE END 



